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Mark
Your
calendars
Friday, April 6
Good Friday, No Mass or
Breakfast Meeting
Sunday, April 8
Easter Sunday
The Resurrection Of the Lord
Sunday, April 15
Mass with Seminarians
9:15 a.m.
Holy Trinity Seminary
Monday, April 16
Serra Club Dinner Meeting
6:30 p.m.
Canyon Creek Country Club
Ms. Tammy Grady
Consecrated Woman
Tuesday, April 17
Income Tax Due
Friday, April 20
Serra Club Board Meeting
7:00 a.m.
St. Mark Pastoral Center
Thursday, April 26
Holy Hour, University of Dallas
Church of the Incarnation
7:00 - 8:00 p.m.
Friday, May 4
First Friday Mass, Breakfast
6:30 a.m.
St. Mark Catholic Church
Wednesday, May 16
Installation Mass & Dinner
Holy Trinity Seminary
Friday, May 18
Serra Club Board Meeting
7:00 a.m.
St. Mark Pastoral Center
Visit these
Serra web sites...
North Central Dallas
Serra Club
www.ncdserraclub.com
Serra USA Council
www.serraus.org

Richardson, Texas

April 2012

Sister Gloria Cain Reviews the Needs and Progress
of Catholic Education in the Diocese of Dallas

S

ister Gloria Cain, Superintendent of Schools
for the Diocese of Dallas, was the guest speaker at
the March dinner meeting of
the Serra Club of North Central Dallas on Monday, the
19th of March at the Canyon
Creek Country Club in
Richardson. Bishop Farrell
invited her to become the Superintendent in 2008. She
brought 25 years of experience as a superintendent to
the task, having served as the
first Superintendent of Lake
Charles, Louisiana for 13
years and as the first Superintendent of Victoria, Texas for
12 years after that before
coming to Dallas.

second largest diocesan school
system in the state of Texas.
Houston is the largest with
18,000 students and Dallas is the
second largest with 15,115 students this year. But contrary to
many school systems the enrollment here is very stable. Last
year Houston lost 400 students
while we lost only ten.
Sister Gloria is a School Sister
of Notre Dame and celebrated
her 50th Anniversary as a Sister
last July. She says every single
day has been a happy day and
she has been blessed with wonderful people to work with who
have supported her and encouraged her always.

She was born and raised in New
Orleans, Louisiana and decided
to enter the convent in 1959. Her
father, who had always told her
Even with 25 years experience
“you can do anything you want
as a superintendent this is the
to do if you are willing to work
biggest job she has ever done.
for it”, was initially opposed but
The Diocese of Dallas is the
finally agreed when reminded of
his lifelong urging for the children to pursue
their dreams. She
went to Saint
Louis for her
formation and
was in a Motherhouse with 450
sisters living
there. Her class
had 78 to begin
and a year later
there were still
63 in the novitiate. All 63 were
still there in 1961
when they made
their profession
President Don Simoneaux and Sister Gloria Cain, and in 1964 when
Superintendent of Schools, Diocese of Dallas.
they made their

2nd temporary vows at
their brand
new motherhouse in
Irving,
Texas, in the
South Central Province
that had been
created in
1961.

Bill Crowley
VP Programs

Upon receiving her degree she
was stationed for a few years in
Houston at a middle class parish
where the parishioners were
fairly affluent. Her second station was in Albuquerque, New
Mexico at a very poor parish
where she truly learned the
meaning of ‘poor’. Sister said “I
used to think we were poor because we did not get six cents to
go when the ice cream man
passed”. The parishioners in
Albuquerque were truly poor but
did not think they were poor
because they owned their own
house, such as it was, a one
room building approximately 30
feet by 30 feet. She taught first
grade and one day one of her
students came to her and said
“Sister, Sister, come to my
house and see our new bathtub!”. She went with him and
saw a bare room with a bathtub
in the middle and a sink on one
side. The plumbing and the outhouse were all outside. The parents had a ‘room’ created with
blankets hung up and the six
children shared the rest. On bath
day the tub was filled with water
and all the children took their
bath, out in the open, and then
the water was drained. The les(Continued on page 2)
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President’s Focus

W

e’ve formally
kicked off this
year’s Vocation
Awareness Program, and our
members are distributing posters to the parishes and arranging for talks to promote the
weekend, which is less than
three months away. With that
comes the realization that the
current Serra year is drawing
to a close, and a new year with
a new Board of Trustees will
begin June 1. This month I’ll
review a few changes we will
see on the calendar for the remainder of 2012.
North Central Dallas
Serra Club
Board of Trustees
2011-2012
President
Don Simoneaux
V.P. Programs
Bill Crowley
V.P. Vocations
Tony Schmidt
V.P. Membership
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Secretary
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Expect Changes in the Local Serra Calendar for 2012
One of the vocations highlights in
recent years has been the annual
Seminarian Welcome Dinner in
October, which gives us a chance
to meet the new seminarians at
our two local seminaries and renew acquaintances with those
who are returning for another
year. Msgr. Michael Olsen, rector
at Holy Trinity Seminary said at
our District 46E Council meeting
in February that moving the dinner to a Saturday evening last
year worked out really well, allowing many more of the parents
of the seminarians, especially
those from out of the area, to attend. He feels this provides a very
important opportunity for the parents to get more comfortable with
the decisions their sons have
made to pursue a Church vocation
and gives them a better feel for
the supportive environment in
which they will be living and
studying.

all the Serrans
do to support
the seminary
and the seminarians. The
bottom line
though is that
he feels the
October FamDon Simoneaux
ily Day at the
Msgr. Olsen said there will be
seminary
more emphasis on welcoming the would be of greater benefit than
seminarians this year and less of a Serra activities such as the annual
focus on the auctions and raffles game day and annual golf outing.
that have been a big part of the
The latter event in particular now
event in recent years. He also
conflicts with the Bishop's annual
believes a family day activity the golf tournament. As a result of the
next day, before the parents head discussion, the April game day
home, would be a real boost in
and October golf outing are called
getting the seminarians started in off for this year (and probably for
their work for the year. I expect a good).
group, including the two district
governors and presidents or other Now is a good time for all of us to
representatives of the local Serra mark our personal calendars for
Clubs to start planning soon on a the Seminarian Welcome Dinner
cookout at the seminary on Octoand the cookout with seminarians
ber 7.
and their families the weekend of
As a result of these positive outAt our February District Council October 6 and 7.
comes from last year, the welmeeting Msgr. Olson was trying
come dinner will again be on a
Saturday evening this year. Msgr. very hard to not offend anyone
and to convey his appreciation for
Olsen informed us at the recent

Sister Gloria Cain, SSND

VAP Kickoff Brunch that the date
of the Texas-OU game was
changed recently to the date that
was being planned for the welcome dinner, and he and his staff
have been successful in rescheduling the welcome dinner for the
previous Saturday, October 6, to
avoid a conflict.

was greatly helped in her role of
superintendent by Sister Caroleen
(Continued from page 1)
Hensgen, SSND who became the
sons learned here have influenced Superintendent of Catholic
Schools for the Diocese of Dallas
the rest of her life.
in 1967, where she served until
After Albuquerque she was sta1991. She was the first woman
tioned in Fort Worth for one year
religious to hold such a position
then in Baton Rouge for three
in the United Stated and helped
years. From there she moved to
Sister Gloria pursue the goal of
Lake Charles, Louisiana where
the School Sisters of Notre Dame
she became principal of a large,
of providing education in the
affluent elementary school. This
broader sense of helping students
afforded her the opportunity to
achieve their full potential and to
practice being a good principal. In
recognize and achieve the gifts
1980, when the Diocese of Lake
God has given them.
Charles was formed, the new
Bishop came to her for advice on Dallas is a completely different
establishing a new school system experience even after 25 years as
and finding a superintendent. Al- a school superintendent. The
though she had never wanted to
school should be the partner with
be a superintendent, she told him the family in educating children
“Bishop, I’d like to do that” bein the faith but now we find the
cause she had received so little
school is educating the children
support and help as a principal
and the faith and needs to edufrom her superintendents. She
cated the parents as well. Most

parents went to school in the
‘80’s and ‘90’s and have no real
education in their faith.
We have 37 schools in the Diocese that are spread all over the
city. Sister has identified 13 fragile schools who have the most
severe monetary need. Most of
these are in South Dallas where
the parents do not have the means
to send their children to Catholic
schools but where the need is
most crucial. We must be there
because we are Catholic, not because they are Catholic. Education is the way out of poverty.
The kids are sharp but need help
to get started.
In response to the overemphasis
of sports in the schools, Sister
started this year the Elementary
Religious Scholars Competition
to allow the kids to show how
smart they are. All the elementary
(Continued on page 5)
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Chaplain’s Corner

F

or fifty days, from the Easter Vigil
to Pentecost, we are invited to
come to know Jesus more deeply
as we listen to the Gospels and the Acts
of the Apostles tell of the Resurrected
Jesus and the beginnings of the Church.
One of the great Gospel passages tells of two
disciples walking to Emmaus. (Luke 24:1335) After the event of the crucifixion and burial of the Lord, like many of us might react,
they felt it was a good time to get out of town.
Then Jesus comes to walk with them but they
do not recognize him. Only when he breaks
bread with them do they finally realize who
he is. We wonder right away what kind of
body Jesus had and why his disciples did not
recognize him. We need to realize that the
Resurrection had somehow changed him. We
also will be changed when we die and when
we are raised to life in Christ. It appears that
divinity somehow transforms humanity so
much that the humanity takes on a new look.
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Were Our Hearts Not Burning Within Us?
A Reflection on the Easter Season
participation from the very life of the Lord, to
the extent that we are united to his Passion,
Death and Resurrection: "Was it not necessary that the Christ should suffer these things
and enter into his glory?"
What is striking is how often we, 2,000 years
later still don’t recognize the Lord in our daily
experience of life! This happened to the early
followers of Jesus and it happens to us. We
can read and pray and try to be good people—
as those early followers of Jesus did—and
still not recognize the presence of the Lord
Jesus in the people with whom we live and
interact each day … in the everyday events of
our lives. It is as though we live with blinders
on and don’t know it.
Every day we have the opportunity to meet
the risen Lord in all those people we encounter in our lives. Every day we can give witness to the Resurrection of the Lord, as did
the followers of Jesus on that dust road to
Emmaus. So many of us are a little shy about
speaking out and claiming that we really live
by faith, that it is our faith that gives direction
to our life, that our belief in Jesus is at the
heart of all that we do. We need to ask the
Lord to deepen us in our faith and give us
courage to be real witnesses in the world.

The breaking of the bread is the celebration of
the Eucharist, it is entering into communion
with Jesus, a communion of the spirit and of
the body, a communion that goes to the point
of participation in the sufferings of the Savior,
broken in both soul and body. It is a commun- We seem to need a constant reminder that
ion with the whole Body of Christ. The
only faith, and our active response to that
breaking of the bread is the reception and
faith, has any lasting value. Everything else
will pass away. Some of time we live as
31 Club The 31 Club is a commitment by though this world is the only world. But in
faith, we know that we can live with the
Serrans to attend Mass and pray for vocations
on a specific day each month. If you wish to par- Lord Jesus forever and are invited to change
ticipate in this important ministry please e-mail
our lives and live by faith in the daily living
Hank Himmelberg at
of our lives.
hankhimmelberg@verizon.net
1st
1st
1st
2nd
2nd
3rd
4th
5th
6th
7th
7th
7th
7th
8th
9th
9th
10th
11th
12th
13th
14th
15th
15th

Jerry Hurster
Paul Ficalora
Jo Ficalora
Dick Park
Katie Park
Bill Crowley
Bob Baillargeon
John Fitzpatrick
Vince Ahern
Betty Monaghan
Bill Condon
Lou Neeb
Peter La Fave
Mary La Fave
Vicki Dean
Jim Duffy
Mark Venincasa
Therese Reittinger
Jack Tromba
Don Simoneaux
Jack Hardage

16th
17th
18th
18th
19th
20th
21st
21st
21st
22nd
23rd
24th
24th
24th
25th
26th
27th
27th
28th
28th
29th
30th
31st

Hank Himmelberg
John Fitzpatrick
Ann Larriviere
Rod Larriviere
Tony Schmidt
Doug Biglen
Veronica Biglen
Bill Higgins
Joe Semler
Paul Reittinger
Ralph Armstrong
Jim Hogan
Kay Hogan
Chris Taylor
Warren Schneider
Bill Larsen
Bonnie Larsen
Carl Rossini
Katy Warren

7th
11th
14th
18th

APRIL ANNIVERSARIES
Gregory & Lisa McCurry
Greg & Ellen Mechler
Larry & Julie Montz
Bob & Colleen Baillargeon

Father Cliff

Jesus and the two Disciples
On the Road to Emmaus,
by Duccio, 1308-1311,
Museo dell’Opera del Duomo, Siena.

Continue to Lift Up in Prayer

APRIL BIRTHDAYS
Bill Condon
Deacon Picon
Lou Neeb
Jim Hogan (80th !!)

We need to recognize the
Lord throughout and beyond this season of Easter
in the many ways in which
He comes to us and is present to us. We need to
share our faith with others.
We need to have courage to
Rev. Cliff Smith
witness to the Resurrection
of the Lord, Jesus Christ.
Therefore, let us ask for the grace to renounce
our world-centered-selves in communion and
in the Eucharist really celebrate "the bread
which comes down from heaven, and gives
life to the world." (John 6:33) Let our hearts
burn with us, as we journey the dust roads of
our lives, trusting that Jesus walks with us
and breaks bread for us.

3th
12th
15th
27th

Therese Reittinger
Carolyn Tromba
Ellen Rossini
George & Jeanne Stewart
Bernadette & Ed Johnson
Katie Park
Pete LaFave
Leo Heiting

Serra Mensajero

is the North Central Dallas monthly newsletter which
reports activities, provides news to
members and supports Club goals.
Editor, Dick Park
Staff Photographer, Vicki Dean
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Early Church Fathers: Saint Gregory Nazianzen
Icon of St Gregory
the Theologian
Fresco from
Kariye Camii
Istanbul, Turkey

S

t Gregory Nazianzen
was by nature a
gentle man and
by genius and
training a
scholar, but
throughout his
life he was involved in controversies, disputes and misunderstanding in which his
sensitive and essentially reasonable temperament suffered much, and not only
from his ostensible 'enemies.'
Nevertheless he has been declared a doctor of the church,
and he won for himself the
April Dinner Meeting Will
Feature Ms. Tammy Grady
Ms. Tammy Grady, Consecrated
Woman, will be the featured
speaker at our dinner meeting on
April 16th. These are women who
have dedicated their lives to
Christ and are community members of the Regnum Christi Movement. Ms. Grady was called on to
fill in for Father Jason Cargo at
the last moment during our retreat
last fall at St Monica’s. She did an
outstanding job, filling in for almost half the retreat with very
little notice. She will be accompanied by another member of her
community.

title 'the Theologian'; he is an
outstanding example of those
saints whose lives, as far as
immediate results go, seem a
series of disappointments and
ill-success, yet who with the
passage of time are seen increasingly to be great both in
themselves and in their work.
Gregory was born at Arianzus in
Cappadocia into a family of
saints; his father was bishop of
Nazianzus--in that place and
time a married clergy was the
normal rule. He was educated in
Cappadocia, in Palestine, at Alexandria, and then went on to
spend some ten years studying
in Athens. It was during this
time that he became a close
friend of St Basil. When he was
thirty Gregory left Athens and
joined St Basil in a life of retreat, prayer and study which
foreshadowed the pattern of
monastic life both in the east and
in the west. Gregory then went

home to help his ageing father,
who in a manner not uncommon
at the time almost forcibly ordained him. Shocked deeply at
the task that had been forced on
his own profound sense of unworthiness, Gregory fled to
Basil, but soon returned, and
wrote a treatise, an apology for
his flight. Gregory was one of
those who could touch nothing
without leaving on it the seal of
a mind of exceptional power and
fineness: this treatise is a study
of the priesthood which has been
a source of inspiration to such as
St Gregory the Great, and is still
to all who deeply consider the
subject today.
After a period of troubled work
at Nazianzus, during which his
friendship with St Basil was
marred by his own inability to
be belligerent where the things
of the church were concerned,
he spent five peaceful years in
retirement from the affairs of
church government. He was then

Albigensians and Protestants
Two men considering a religious vocation
were having a conversation. “What is similar
about the Jesuit and Dominican Orders?” the
one asked.

Catholic Information Network

The crowd was shamed and one by one began
to turn away. All of a sudden, a lovely little
woman made her way through the crowd. Finally getting to the front, she tossed a pebble
towards the woman.

Jesus looks over and says, “I really hate it
The second replied, “Well, they were both
when you do that, Mother.”
founded by Spaniards—St. Dominic for the
Dominicans, and St. Ignatius of Loyola for the
Jesuits. They were also both founded to fight
Officers for the 2012-2013 Year
heresy—the Dominicans to fight the Albigensians, and the Jesuits to fight the Protestants.”
“What is different about the Jesuit and Dominican Orders?”
Met any Albigensians lately?
Casting Stones
Jesus was walking along one day, when he
came upon a group of people surrounding a
lady of ill repute. It was obvious that the crowd
was preparing to stone her, so Jesus made His
now-famous statement, “Let the person who
has no sin cast the first stone.”

Tammy Grady

invited to go to Constantinople,
where most of the churches were
given over to the Arian heresy.
Here the popular method of
solving religious disputes was
by fighting in the streets or by
what was even more distasteful
to such a person--intrigue. Gregory went, with many misgivings.
His lack of pomp made him personally unpopular, the Arian
rabble set out to annoy him, and
friends whom he trusted betrayed him. Yet his famous sermons on the Trinity won him
and the church increasing respect and renown, and even St
Jerome came in from his desert
to hear him. He was made
bishop of Constantinople, but
the opposition was so noisy that
Gregory insisted on resigning.
As soon as he could he went into
retirement, spending his last
years contentedly in study, writing and mortification.
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Feast Day—Saint Mark the Evangelist—April 25th
other journey taking Silas
(15:36-40). Mark is not mentioned again in Acts. However,
it appears that he became more
reliable, for Paul mentions him
as a trusted assistant in Colossians 4:10 and again in 2
Timothy 4:11.

St Mark the Evangelist in his Study
Pen and brush on vellum,
1025-1050
Walters Art Museum, Baltimore.

T

he book of Acts mentions a Mark, or John
Mark, a kinsman of
Barnabas (Col 4:10). The
house of his mother Mary was
a meeting place for Christians
in Jerusalem (Acts 12:12).
When Paul and Barnabas, who
had been in Antioch, came to
Jerusalem, they brought Mark
back to Antioch with them
(12:25), and he accompanied
them on their first missionary
journey (13:5), but left them
prematurely and returned to
Jerusalem (13:13). When Paul
and Barnabas were about to set
out on a second missionary
journey, Barnabas proposed to
take Mark, but Paul thought
him unreliable, so that eventually Barnabas made one journey taking Mark, and Paul anSister Gloria Cain, SSND

The Apostle Peter had a coworker whom he refers to as "my
son Mark" (1 Peter 5:13). Papias,
an early second century writer, in
describing the origins of the Gospels, tells us that Mark was the
"interpreter" of Peter, and that he
wrote down ("but not in order")
the stories that he had heard Peter
tell in his preaching about the life
and teachings of Jesus.
The Gospel of Mark, in describing the arrest of Jesus (14:51f),
speaks of a young man who followed the arresting party, wearing
only a linen cloth wrapped around
his body, whom the arresting
party tried to seize, but who left
the cloth in their hands and fled
naked. It is speculated that this
young man was the writer himself, since the detail is hardly
worth mentioning if he were not.
Tradition has it that after the
death of Peter, Mark left Rome
and went to preach in Alexandria,
Egypt, where he was eventually
martyred.
It is natural to identify the John
Mark of Acts with the Gospelwriter and interpreter of Peter,
and this identification is standard
in liturgical references to Mark.
However, "Mark" is the common-

schools) coming in second by two
points. It was a joy to behold as
(Continued from page 2)
the students worked together to
schools in the Diocese participate submit the correct answers. As
in the contest where the students Bishop Farrell says, none of the
learn how to collaborate and also social programs will work until
learn their religion. Each team
we educate everyone.
was made up of a 5th, 6th, 7th
To help meet the tuition needs of
and 8th grader. The contest was
families we have the Diocesan
held on January 31st with St PatEducation Endowment Trust. It
rick’s coming in first and St Philcurrently has $13 million but only
lip’s (one of the 13 fragile
about $600,000 to give out. Last

est of Latin first names, and they
may well have been separate persons.
Mark's symbol in art is a Lion,
usually winged. In the book of
Revelation, the visionary sees
about the throne of God four
winged creatures: a lion, an ox, a
man, and an eagle. (Compare with
the cherubs in Ezek 1 and 10.) It
has customarily been supposed
that these represent the four Gospels, or the four Evangelists
(Gospel-writers). One way of
matching them is to say that the
man stands for Matthew, whose
narrative begins with the human
genealogy of Jesus; that the lion
stands for Mark, whose narrative
begins with John the Baptist crying out in the desert (a lion roars
in the desert); that the ox, a sacrificial animal, stands for Luke,
whose narrative begins in the
Temple, and that the eagle stands
for John, whose narrative begins
in Heaven, with the eternal Word.
How old this correspondence is I
do not know. I have seen it in an
illustrated Gospel-book from the
early 800's. An alternative assignment, which I think to be far more
recent, calls Matthew the lion
(because he portrays Christ as the
Messiah, the fulfillment of Jewish
prophecy, "the lion of the tribe of
Judah"), Mark the ox (because he
portrays Christ the servant, constantly doing the work for which
he was sent), Luke the man
(because he portrays the humanity
and compassion of Christ), and
John the eagle (because he por-

year 3,111 students applied and
95% had a calculated need as
determined by a third party
evaluator. That is $13 million in
need with only $621,000 to give
out so the need is there.
Last year the 1st annual Bishop
Farrell golf tournament brought in
$500,000 and cleared $380,000.
This year’s tournament will be
September 17th and hopes to
bring in $700,000. this contrib-

trays Christ as the eternal Word,
who came down from Heaven).
Elvis.Rowan.edu

St Mark Enthroned (1512), Titian
Church of Santa Maria
della Salute, Venice, Italy
On the pedestal, St Mark
Left - Saints Cosmas & Damian
Right-Saints Roch & Sebastian

In the year 828 some Venetian
merchants presented a large crate
to the Islamic officials inspecting
all goods leaving the port of Alexandria. When the turbaned inspectors opened the crate they
recoiled in horror, for what they
saw inside disgusted them. It contained large slabs of pig meat,
something forbidden to be
touched by practicing Muslims.
The crate was hurriedly dismissed
without further investigation, and
it sailed on to Venice concealing
under its veneer of pork the most
precious of cargoes: the body of
the evangelist, Saint Mark.

uted an additional $100,000 for
tuition assistance last year and we
were able to help 700 students.
We hope to increase that to 1,000
students this year.
In the Diocesan High Schools the
graduation rate for seniors is
99.5% with 95% going on to college. Of the high school students
57% come from Catholic elementary schools.
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Photo Gallery
Photos taken at the March 19th
Serra NCD Dinner (one from January)

Sister Gloria chats with Serrans
Bill Crowley, Bob & Colleen Baillargeon

Honest Sister, I was sure the check was bigger

Don Simoneaux, Sister Gloria Cain, Bill Crowley

Sister Gloria Cain, SSND
Warms to her topic.

Monsignor Olsen Confers Blessing
With Relic of Blessed Junipero Serra
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Photo Galle2ry

Photos taken at the March 4th
VAP Brunch
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