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Friday, April  4 
1st Friday Mass, Breakfast  
6:30 a.m. 
St. Mark’s 
 
Saturday, April 5 
Transitional Diaconate Ordina-
tion 
10:00 a.m. 
Cathedral Shrine of the Virgin of 
Guadeloupe 
 
Sunday, April 6 
Mass with the Seminarians 
9:15 a.m. 
Holy Trinity Seminary 
 
Monday, April 21 
Monthly Serra Club Dinner 
6:30pm  
Canyon Creek Country Club 
 
Sunday, May 11 
World Day of Prayer 
For Vocations 
 
Monday, May 14 
Installation Dinner 
 

Tuesday, June 19 
Serra International Convention 
 
 

Serra MensajeroSerra MensajeroSerra MensajeroSerra Mensajero  is the North 
Central Dallas monthly newsletter 
which reports activities, provides 
news to members and supports 
Club goals.  
 
Editor, Marie Baert  
Staff Photographer, Katy Warren 
                                   Mary LaFave 

Visit  these  

Serra web sites... 

North Central Dallas 

Serra Club 

www.ncdserraclub.com 

 

Serra USA Council 

www.serraus.org 

MARK 

YOUR 

CALENDARS 
 Fr. Josef Vollmer-Koenig, Pas-

tor at St. Patrick’s Catholic 

Church in Dallas is a many that 

has lived so many different lives 

in his one lifetime. 

 

In 1937 Fr. Josef was born two 

years after a brother who was 

born with mental and physical  

disabilities. Back then, you just 

didn’t talk about those things in 

Germany because of Hitler not 

liking non perfect people. The 

family had 6 boys and 3 girls. His 

biggest gift in life he feels is his 

family. 

 

The one thing he remembers viv-

idly about this childhood was his 

father always telling  him he was 

the lazy child. But he also re-

members how his dad, not matter 

the weather (because he was a 

farmer) never missed 1st Friday. 

 

His dad died at the age of 50 

leaving his mom who was 45 

with 9 children. She was his in-

spiration, and showed courage 

and dedication to the family. She 

was a faithful servant of God. 

Even after Fr. Josef became a 

deacon, she would keep asking if 

he attended Mass every week! 

 

He started life as a brother, a son, 

a farmer who eventually became 

a baker while growing up in Ger-

many.  In 1958 he was recruited 

into the German army and 

cooked for the officers. He then 

had a choice to go to Rome or 

San Antonio, TX and Fr. Josef 

choose San Antonio in 1959 for 

what he thought was one year..  

While there, he started to learn 

English better with an American, 

who eventually became his wife. 

They had three children and his 

wife had three children when 

they married.. During this time, 

Fr. Josef asked for a raise for the 

growing family and his employer 

said no so while exploring his 

options, he discovered that by 

attending machinist school in 

Dallas in 1966, he would be able 

to get a better job. Instead, he 

found out the General Motors 

was hiring and he went there and 

told them he would be happy to 

be a janitor even. Fr. was hired 

and was able to provide more 

money for the family while the 

children were growing.  They 

then adopted some children and 

had one more of their own while 

in Dallas.  From 1961 to Fr. 

signed up to be in the Army Re-

serve. 

 

During this time, the family was 

celebrating Mass at Blessed Sac-

rament parish in Oak Cliff.  

 

In 1973, the priest called him into 

the office and told him to sign 

this paper.  Well, the paper was 

the forms to start the process of 

being a deacon for the Catholic 

Church. This was definitely the 

Holy Spirit working, telling him 

His plans. My vocation is not my 

own, he states. 

 

In 1978, the year of 3 popes, Fr. 

Josef became a permanent dea-

con.  

 

In 1994 with a few more years 

left to travel, Fr. and his wife 

start making plans for retirement. 

They like to hike and travel and 

want to see the United States. 

They have children that live 

around the country and start look-

ing forward to traveling. In May, 

1995 his wife passes away and he 

retires a few months after that. 

Now he is unsure of what exactly 

retirement will bring, what travel 

will he do, who to do it with. The 

parish priest tells him he needs to 

become a priest, but oh no, I am 

going to travel, I am going to 

hike he tells the priest.  For 2 

years he tried to figure out how to 

spend his retirement. Father Ray-

mond Scott came to his house 

and said “now you can be a 

priest”. On a deacon retreat Bob 

Hoch said be a priest. On a trip to 

Germany to baptize a family 

member, the song “Here  I am 

Lord” was sung and his sister in 

law kept asking him what was 

stopping him from being a priest. 

His Prophet Isaiah missalette was 

“Who should I send?” He was 

close to 60 at the time and the 

cutoff was 55 to be a priest so he 

had to have an interview with the 

Bishop. 

 

In 2001, Fr. Josef was 64 years 

old, the age when most people 

are retiring and he started a new 

vocation as a priest. He started 

off as an associate pastor at 

Prince of Peace in Plano where 

he learned what it is all about 

being a priest. He also discovered 

that as an associate if the roof 

leaked, just move the chair so 

you don’t get wet and tell the 

pastor!   

 

Now as Pastor at St. Patrick’s 

since 2006 he knows that the 

Holy Spirit will guide you in the 

path He wants you to take. 

 

 

One Man With Many LifetimesOne Man With Many LifetimesOne Man With Many LifetimesOne Man With Many Lifetimes    



 

 

PresidentPresidentPresidentPresident    
Peter LaFave 

 

V.P. ProgramsV.P. ProgramsV.P. ProgramsV.P. Programs 
Chris Taylor 

    

V.P. VocationsV.P. VocationsV.P. VocationsV.P. Vocations    
Tony Schmidt 

 

V.P. MembershipV.P. MembershipV.P. MembershipV.P. Membership    
Jim Duffy 

 

V.P. CommunicationsV.P. CommunicationsV.P. CommunicationsV.P. Communications    
Marie Baert 

 

TreasurerTreasurerTreasurerTreasurer    
Ralph Armstrong 

 

SecretarySecretarySecretarySecretary    
 Mary LaFave 

 

TrusteesTrusteesTrusteesTrustees    
Don Simoneaux         3 Yr.        
Greg Mechler             2 Yr. 
Hank Himmelberg     1 Yr. 

 

Past PresidentPast PresidentPast PresidentPast President    
Larry Montz 

 

Newsletter EditorNewsletter EditorNewsletter EditorNewsletter Editor    
Marie Baert 

 

ChaplainChaplainChaplainChaplain 
Rev. Cliff Smith 
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President’s Focus 

 

Here we are in Lenten season -2014.  And how it has changed!  When I was a child, Lent 

meant that I had  to give up something.  Fasting was for the older folks age 21.   Candy 

was the usual culprit and my endeavor was to give that up until Easter.  And what little 

"lawyers" we were.  We knew all the rules and that meant Sundays were exempt. So we 

gouged ourselves all Sunday with as much candy as we could fit. 

 

Now, as many of us are on the other side of fasting - age 59.  we realize that there is more 

to it than just giving up something.  (Or what Fr. Rueben Chen said last Sunday - 

"dragging out the new year resolutions that last all of three days in January").   It is sacri-

ficing time, talent, and treasure.  We can say a rosary each day.  Part of being retired is that 

you can make the time to give a little more to God.  We can attend church services other 

than our Sunday Mass.  We can take the time to read some scripture.  We can say an extra prayer for vocations.  One 

thing Mary and I do is make sure that we watch at least one religious movie on the life of Christ.  In particular, during 

Holy Week, we watch Mel Gibson's "Passion of the Christ".  That is a very difficult movie to watch.  Ever since I was 

young, I have always been moved whenever I watched the Passion of our Lord in any movie.  Starting with "The Robe" 

in 1953,  it has been like watching my best friend get beat up and feeling the frustration 

of not being able to pick up a spear or a rock and rush to his aid.  I have never been 

able to sit through Christ's journey of the cross and not shed tears.     

 

I don't wish to make these comments a "movie review" but I must say that the new 

"Son of God" movie was very worthwhile.  We had seen the "Bible" miniseries last 

year so we were not expecting much more than a few added scenes but it was much 

more than that.  I ended up totally forgetting what I saw last year and totally enjoying 

the movie.  I highly recommend it. 

Finally, on a different note, I want to remind you that the VAP drive is coming up and I 

would like to encourage you to give some time and volunteer to sell some raffle tickets 

for this year.   Do not forget the ones you were sent in the mail.  Let us make this year 

our best year ever.  A shout-out to Bill Crowley for organizing this drive for our club 

again this year.  

 

  God Bless, 

 Pete 

 

 

Please don’t forget to thank Fr. Cliff and Pete for their articles 
every month. I appreciate reading the articles and I know you 
do to. They are always great at remembering to send us 
these! 
 

 
Catholic Bulletin Humor: 

“At the evening service tonight, the sermon topic will be 'What Is Hell?' 

Come early and listen to our choir practice.”    

Lenten Reflections  
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Chaplain’s Corner 

 

 Holy Week is the last week of Lent, from Palm Sunday to Easter Sunday.  It commemorates 

the last days, the suffering (Passion,) death and Resurrection of Jesus Christ.  In Catholic tradi-

tion, the conclusion to the week is called the Easter Triduum (a triduum means the three days 

… Holy Thursday, Good Friday and Holy Saturday. 

Holy Week begins with Palm Sunday (also called Passion 

Sunday) 
This Sunday observes the triumphal entry of Jesus into Jerusalem that was marked by the crowds, who were in Jeru-

salem for Passover, waving palm branches and proclaiming him as the king. The Gospels tell us that Jesus rode into 

the city on a donkey, enacting the prophecy of Zechariah 9:9.   We who stand outside the event know that this week 

that begins with this joyful reception will end with suffering and death.  It is known as Passion Sunday to com-
memorate the beginning of Holy Week and Jesus’ final agonizing journey to the cross.  The English word passion 

comes from a Latin word that means "to suffer," the same word from which we derive the English word patient. 
 

The Chrism Mass is celebrated in our Diocese on the Tuesday evening of Holy Week at the Cathedral.  Two impor-
tant events occur in the context of this special Mass: the blessing of the three sacred oils to be used in the sacraments 

for the coming year throughout the Diocese; and the priests of the Diocese renewing their promises of Ordination. 
 

Maundy Thursday, or Holy Thursday 
This commemorates the last day before Jesus was arrested and the beginning of the Passion. It commemorated the 

Last Supper and the institution of the Eucharist.  As Jesus and his disciples came together to share this meal, they 

already stood in the shadow of the cross. It also reminds us that Jesus washed his disciples’ feet at the Last Supper.  

The term Maundy comes from the Latin  word mandatum (from which we get our English word mandate), (from 
which we get our English word mandate), from a verb that means "to give," "to entrust," or "to order." The term is 

usually translated "commandment," from John's Gospel:  “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one an-

other; even as I have loved you, you also ought to love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my dis-

ciples, if you have love for one another.”   (John 13:34-35):  
 

Good Friday, or Holy Friday 
Friday of Holy Week has been traditionally been called Good Friday or Holy Friday. On this day, the church com-

memorates Jesus’ arrest, his trial, crucifixion and suffering, death, and burial. Since services on this day are to ob-

serve Jesus’ death, and since Eucharist is a celebration, by long standing tradition of the Church, there are no 

Masses, although Communion is offered from the Reserved Sacrament from the Holy Thursday Mass. There are a 

variety of services of worship for Good Friday, including Stations of the Cross, scripture reading and Veneration of 

the Cross.  No Sacraments (except Anointing of the Sick, and Communion to the ill or dying) may be celebrated from 

the end of the Holy Thursday Mass until after the Vigil Mass of Easter on Holy Saturday evening. 
 

Holy Saturday 
This is the seventh day of the week, the day Jesus rested in the tomb. In the first three Gospel accounts this was the 

Jewish Sabbath, which provided appropriate symbolism of the seventh day rest. While some church traditions con-

tinue daily services on Saturday, there is no communion served on this day. 
  
It is also a time to remember family and the faithful who have died as we await the resurrection, or to honor the mar-

tyrs who have given their lives for the cause of Christ in the world.  While Good Friday is a traditional day of fast-

ing, some also fast on Saturday as the climax of the season of Lent.  An ancient tradition dating to the first centuries 

of the church calls for no food of any kind to be eaten on Holy Saturday, or for 40 hours before sunrise on Sunday. 

Holy Saturday has traditionally been a time of reflection and waiting, the time of weeping that lasts for the night 

while awaiting the joy that comes in the morning (Psalm 30:5). 

Rev. Clifford Smith, Chaplain 

HOLY WEEK 



 

 

    
APRIL  BIRTHDAYSAPRIL  BIRTHDAYSAPRIL  BIRTHDAYSAPRIL  BIRTHDAYS    

    
Bill CondonBill CondonBill CondonBill Condon                      7th              7th              7th              7th    
Lou Neeb                                           14thLou Neeb                                           14thLou Neeb                                           14thLou Neeb                                           14th    
    
    

APRIL ANNIVERSARIES APRIL ANNIVERSARIES APRIL ANNIVERSARIES APRIL ANNIVERSARIES     
    

Greg and Lisa McCurry Greg and Lisa McCurry Greg and Lisa McCurry Greg and Lisa McCurry            3rd   3rd   3rd   3rd    
Greg and Ellen MechlerGreg and Ellen MechlerGreg and Ellen MechlerGreg and Ellen Mechler              12th  12th  12th  12th    
Lary and Julie Montz Lary and Julie Montz Lary and Julie Montz Lary and Julie Montz           15th  15th  15th  15th    
Bob and Colleen Baillargeon           Bob and Colleen Baillargeon           Bob and Colleen Baillargeon           Bob and Colleen Baillargeon           

    
Continue to Lift Up in  PrayerContinue to Lift Up in  PrayerContinue to Lift Up in  PrayerContinue to Lift Up in  Prayer 

 

Evelyn RichardsEvelyn RichardsEvelyn RichardsEvelyn Richards    
Mother in law of Mike HolmesMother in law of Mike HolmesMother in law of Mike HolmesMother in law of Mike Holmes    

Serra MensajeroSerra MensajeroSerra MensajeroSerra Mensajero September 2011September 2011September 2011September 2011     Page 3  Page 3  Page 3  Page 3   Serra Mensajero                                             Serra Mensajero                                             Serra Mensajero                                             Serra Mensajero                                             September 2011                                                                Page 5 
Serra Mensajero                                             Serra Mensajero                                             Serra Mensajero                                             Serra Mensajero                                             April 2014                                                                Page 4 

31 Club  The 31 Club is a commitment by 

Serrans to attend Mass and  pray for vocations 
on a specific day each month. If you wish to par-
ticipate in this important ministry please e-mail 
Hank Himmelberg at 
hankhimmelberg@verizon.net 

1st 
1st 
1st 
2nd 
2nd 
3rd 
4th 
5th 
6th 
7th 
7th 
7th 
7th 
8th 
9th 
9th 
10th 
11th 
12th 
13th 
14th 
15th 
15th 

16th 
17th 
18th 
18th 
19th 
20th 
21st 
21st 
21st 
22nd 
23rd 
24th 
24th 
24th 
25th 
26th 
27th 
27th 
28th 
28th 
29th 
30th 
31st 

Jerry Hurster 
Paul Ficalora 
Jo Ficalora 
Dick Park 
Katie Park 
Bill Crowley 
 
Bob Baillargeon 
John Fitzpatrick 
Vince Ahern 
Betty Monaghan 
Bill Condon 
Lou Neeb 
 
Peter La Fave 
Mary La Fave 
Vicki Dean 
Jim Duffy 
Mark Venincasa 
Therese Reittinger 
Jack Tromba 
Don Simoneaux 
Jack Hardage 

Hank Himmelberg 
John Fitzpatrick 
Ann Larriviere 
Rod Larriviere 
 
Tony Schmidt 
Doug Biglen 
Veronica Biglen 
Bill Higgins 
Joe Semler 
Paul Reittinger 
Ralph Armstrong 
Jim Hogan 
Kay Hogan 
 
 
Chris Taylor 
Warren Schneider 
Bill Larsen 
Bonnie Larsen 
Carl Rossini 
Katy Warren 
 

 

Prayer for Vocations 
 

LORD, JESUS, 

we ask you 

to send more servants to your people. 

Choose from our parishes, 

from our homes, 

from our schools and colleges, 

an abundant harvest 

of apostles for your Kingdom: priests, 

sisters, brothers, deacons and lay minis-

ters. 

We pray that those you call 

may never lose awareness of the 

dignity and need of their vocation. 

 

O Virgin Mary, 

Mother of the Church, 

teach to all those the Master calls 

to say a joyful "yes" 

as you did at the Annunciation 

Amen. 

INSTALLATION AND REDEDICATION EVENING 

May 14, 2014 
Mark your calendar for Wednesday evening, May 14 for an evening of fellowship, enter-
tainment, a full catered meal, an introduction of your new officers for next year, an an-
nouncement of our Serran of the year, and our rededication for being a Serran.  
We are having our May meeting on a Wednesday evening at St Marks in their McGuiv-
ney Hall location at 7:00 PM with a catered meal and beer and wine to help us celebrate 
being Serrans.   
 
Plans are still in the making so stay tuned for more information in the next news letter 
and direct bulletins.  Plan to attend this informative and valuable evening. 

Upcoming April Meeting Sneak Peak 

Our guest speaker for the Monday April 21st dinner will be Dallas City Council member and St. Rita CC parish-

ioner Jennifer Staubach Gates.  She has stayed very close to her Catholic beliefs, even as she enters the bizarre 

world of politics.  
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VAP 2014 Kickoff BrunchVAP 2014 Kickoff BrunchVAP 2014 Kickoff BrunchVAP 2014 Kickoff Brunch    

Photos courtesy of Don Simoneaux 


