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August  2 
6:30 a.m. St. Marks 
1st Friday Mass and Breakfast 
 
 
 
August  3-5 
Catholic Youth Conference 
 
 
August  19 
6 p.m. Dinner Meeting 
Canyon Creek Dinner Meeting 
 
 
September 14 
NCDVD Annual Conference 
 
 
October 13 
Religious Women Dinner 
 
 
October 19 
Seminarian Welcome Dinner 
 
  
October 20 
Seminarians Cook Out 
 
 
October 27 
Priesthood Sunday 

Visit  these  

Serra web sites... 

North Central Dallas 

Serra Club 

www.ncdserraclub.com 

 

Serra USA Council 

www.serraus.org 

MARK 

YOUR 

CALENDAR 

Msg. Milam Joseph is the Epis-
copal Vicar of the Roman Catho-
lic Diocese of Dallas. Basically 
that job is do “whatever the 
Bishop tells him to do!” Msg. 
was born in Dallas on July 17 
1937 to John and Ann Joseph. 
John died at age of 67 born in 
PA. Ann died this past June, 
2013. 
 
Mgs. can’t be any other way; he 
is the way he is just because of 
his ancestors. Ann Joseph’s par-
ents picked up what they and 
carried it by foot to the Mediter-
ranean Sea from Rahcine, Leba-
non where she was born, went to 
France then to Elias Island and 
on to Pittsburg.  John Joseph 
moved to Greenville from Pitts-
burg in 1932, a city that boasted 
“Blackest land and whitest peo-
ple. “ It was not an easy place for 
someone that was not white to 
get a job in Greenville at that 
time.  That is why most of them 
are not blue collared worker-they 
owned their own stuff. A few 
years later he moved to Dallas. 
Mr. Joseph met a Greek by the 
name of Tony Burabas (sp?)at 
age of 18. They decided to start a 
business of shining shoes, clean-
ing and blocking hats, taking in 
laundry and dry cleaning. To start 
they business they had no money 
so the headed to the bank, which 
was a lot different than the bank-
ing loans of today. The banker 
inquired how they planned on 
paying the money back if the 
business didn’t work and Mr. 
Joseph said he would shine shoes 
until it was paid back. John com-
muted 5-6 days one way to Pitts-
burg on many occasions and met 
Ann. They started a long distance 
courtship by mail and eventually 
they married.  A box of letters 
from each other before and after 
marriage remains in Mgs. Jo-

seph’s possession. They are sa-
cred scripture. When you are a 
family, put everything down on 
paper, it is scared scripture just 
like the apostles did with Jesus. 
 
Ann was adamant about catholic 
school at Sacred Heart in down-
town. Ursuline nuns for Kinder-
garten then Jesuit High School 
before it were a prep school. It 
was important for Msg. to keep 
his mom in her house until her 
death. He was the major care-
giver . No one else ever lived in 
that home in 76 years.  He truly 
understands the Lebanese saying 
“if you don’t have an old person 
in the house, you better go get 
one”. They keep you young, they 
keep you from becoming delu-
sional about life, they keep you 
attached to reality, and they keep 
you attached to what it means to 
age. According to author,  Ed 
Hayes in an article about aging, 
“One day everyone will be in a 
maximum security prison called 
old age”. He then goes on and 
develops it into the Pascal Mys-
tery. 
Grace builds on Nature. It does-
n’t change nature, it builds on it. 
If you are a turkey, you are a 
graced turkey. 
 
Grace building on nature is very 
important when you are praying 
for men to become priests or 
women to go into religious life 
you have to make sure the human 
foundation of their life is well 
balanced.  Then you will have a 
grace well balanced.  He get sup 
at 5:30 a.m. because that is the 
best time to listen to the Holy 
Spirit on that same day he has to 
preach that Sunday. 
Destiny is our baptism. Origin is 
what grace builds upon. Only 
reason he got his head screwed 
on right in College was he got 

into boxing last two years.   
When he was principal of Gor-
man High School in Tyler, he 
would make the boys in trouble 
work out with some teams of 
athletes. Get them involved in 
caring for their body so they will 
care for their spirit, if you take 
care of the body the spirit fol-
lows. 
 
Msg. Joseph was ordained in 
1964, in the middle of 2nd Vati-
can Council.  He stated they did-
n’t know exactly was going on, 
restored theology, new theology,  
going back to the original tradi-
tions of the fathers. One foot in 
the new, one foot in the old. As 
they said they were theological 
schizophrenics.  50 percent of 
class left priesthood by now. One 
of the main reasons he didn’t 
leave was because he didn’t enter 
seminary until he graduated from 
college. Continuing to read, go to 
conferences, examine associates 
is important to a continuing edu-
cation. He used to sit ask the new 
priests what are they teaching in 
the seminary about the resurrec-
tion? Why that question?  Scrip-
tural and theology because if they 
don’t get that right, you are in 
deep trouble, you have noth-
ing to sell.  It is an important 
concept. 
 
Continued on Page 5 
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Peter LaFave 

 

V.P. ProgramsV.P. ProgramsV.P. ProgramsV.P. Programs 
Chris Taylor 

    

V.P. VocationsV.P. VocationsV.P. VocationsV.P. Vocations    
Katy Warren 

 

V.P. MembershipV.P. MembershipV.P. MembershipV.P. Membership    
Jim Duffy 

 

V.P. CommunicationsV.P. CommunicationsV.P. CommunicationsV.P. Communications    
Marie Baert 
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Ralph Armstrong 

 

SecretarySecretarySecretarySecretary    
 Mary LaFave 

 

TrusteesTrusteesTrusteesTrustees    
Don Simoneaux         3 Yr.        
Greg Mechler             2 Yr. 
Hank Himmelberg     1 Yr. 

 

Past PresidentPast PresidentPast PresidentPast President    
Larry Montz 

 

Newsletter EditorNewsletter EditorNewsletter EditorNewsletter Editor    
Marie Baert 

 

ChaplainChaplainChaplainChaplain 
Rev. Cliff Smith 
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President’s Corner 

      What a wonderful, yet challenging time to be a Catholic and a Serran.  Two popes in our lifetime will 
be elevated to sainthood.  Both popes were instrumental to our faith during the trials of World War II and 
Communism.  
  
      John the 23rd will be canonized without the traditional second miracle.  It is well known that he is re-
membered for the start of the Second Vatican Council.  It significantly changed the way the Mass was cele-
brated.  Those of us who were fortunate to be altar servers during "pre Vatican II" remember  memorizing 
the Latin responses when we served Mass.  At that young age, we hardly knew what we were saying.  Vati-
can II made the Holy Sacrament of the Mass so much more meaningful.  What I was unaware of was the 
work he did for the liberation of the Jews during World War II.  When he was apostolic delegate to Turkey 
from 1934-1944 he was instrumental in the Liberation of Jews from Bulgaria, Slovia, and Romania.  In 
2000, he was recognized by the International Raoul Wallenberg Foundation for his humanitarian actions 
during the war. 
 
     Pope John Paul II is more contemporary as he only passed away 8 years ago.  But he too was instrumental during the war years.  It 
was during the Nazi occupation of Poland that he studied in a secret seminary run by the archbishop of Krakow and was ordained in 
1948.  John Paul is often credited with the fall of communism in Poland.  He was on the council for the Vatican II and was the first non 
Italian pope in over 400 years.  He exemplified true Christianity when he forgave the man who attempted to assassinate him in 1981.  He 
was such a beloved pope that when he died, over 3 million people waited in line to say goodbye.   
 
 We are truly blessed to have lived in their time. 

What a Wonderful Time 

     But today is certainly not without its challenges to our faith.  We have seen a remarkable increase in 
secularism in the last 50 years.  When I saw the news of these canonizations I naively expected to see joy 
and happiness in the news of these events.  Unfortunately, most of what I saw ranged from  apathy to ha-
tred.  There were many anti-Catholic comments directed at the men and at the faith itself.  I was at first 
very angry and wanted to enter my own comments (which I never do).  I resisted the temptation to jump 
into the "ignorance pool" but sometimes I still think that perhaps I missed an opportunity to stand up for 
my faith.  Still, I am proud to be a Serran , serving the Lord and my Church in these days. 

 

Pete LaFave 

What USAC does for USA Members 

Provide the conduit to affiliation with the Pontiff and Vatican as a council of Serra 
International. 

  Deepen friendships with fellow Catholics through prayer and action in your diocese 
and across America. 

  Enhance personal spiritual growth. (i.e. mountaintop experiences through prayer 
and action) 

   Build and strengthen personal friendships with many priests, deacons, brothers, and 
sisters in your diocese. 

 Expand your perspective of the universality of the church. 
 Build friendships with the seminarians and postulants discerning God’s plan about 

their future serving the people of God as priests and sisters. 
 Share the joy of fostering and affirming vocations to the priesthood and religious 

life. (i.e. attending ordination and profession of vows with good friends) 
  Deliver workshops and assistance to help recruit new members into your Serra club. 
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Chaplain’s Corner  

 

   The Third Commandment (Deut. 5:12-14) reminds us: “Take care to keep holy the 
Sabbath day as the LORD, your God, commanded you. Six days you may labor and 
do all your work; but the seventh day is the Sabbath of the LORD, your God. No 
work may be done then.”   Jesus tells us (Mark 2:27): “The Sabbath was made for 
man, not man for the Sabbath; so the Son of Man is lord even of the Sabbath.”  

The Catechism of the Catholic Church teaches ( CCC #2172) “God's action is the model for human 
action. If God "rested and was refreshed" on the seventh day, man too ought to "rest" and should let 
others, especially the poor, "be refreshed." The Sabbath brings everyday work to a halt and provides a 
respite. It is a day of protest against the servitude of work and the worship of money.”  

We celebrate the Lord’s Day on Sunday because it is the day of Christ's Resurrection. It symbolizes the 
new creation that started with Christ's Resurrection. For Christians it has become the first of all days, 
the first of all feasts, the Lord's Day—Sunday.  We all gather on the day of the sun/son, for it is the first 
day when God, created light, beginning the creation of the universe; and on this same day our Lord Je-
sus Christ rose from the dead and open for us the gates of Heaven.  

We keep holy the Lord’s Day by going to Mass and avoiding any unnecessary servile work, servile 
meaning the sort of work traditionally done by manual laborers, which includes: plowing, planting, lawn 
mowing, welding, loading, plastering, house painting, laundry, ironing, or sowing.  This should include 
homework by students.  

What work is alright?  That which used to be called “Liberal Works,” things like singing, reading, writing 
letters, creative arts, recreation, relaxing, and works performed out of charity for others. Also included is 
“Common Work” such as traveling and preparing meals ; necessary everyday tasks.  This also in-
cludes such necessary work as feeding livestock and pets, child care, changing a flat tire, etc. Neces-
sary servile work is also permitted for police, firemen, and medical personnel.  Also playing at or attend-
ing sporting events are both fine, as long as they are kept within the proper perspective of the Lord’s 
Day and not seen as more important than the Lord or His Mass.  

Some types of work might fall into either category, e.g., working on an old car might be work for a me-
chanic, but sheer joy for the car enthusiast; cooking might be drudgery for a short order cook, but bliss 
for the individual who truly loves to cook, and gardening which may be work for one maybe considered 
a hobby or recreational for another.  Hobbies that we truly enjoy would fall into this category as 
well.  My Dad actually enjoyed working on the yard, but Mom’s solution was to restrain him to the back-
yard only on Sunday.  

By the same token, Catholics should refrain from putting others in the position of performing servile 
work on Sundays, too. Shopping, eating in restaurants, going to movies, etc., require that others per-
form servile work at shops, restaurants, and movie theaters. Try to stay home, visit family, friends and 
neighbors, etc. and don't encourage others to break God's commandments.  Works of charity are al-
ways allowable on the Lord's Day, as charity is always the highest law and the very purpose of law, be-
cause: “The Sabbath was made for man, not man for the Sabbath.” (Gospel of Mark 2:27)  

                                                                                                   —Fr. Clifford Smith, Chaplain 



 

 

Serra Mensajero                                             Serra Mensajero                                             Serra Mensajero                                             Serra Mensajero                                             August 2013       Page 4 

31 Club  The 31 Club is a commitment by 

Serrans to attend Mass and  pray for vocations 
on a specific day each month. If you wish to par-
ticipate in this important ministry please e-mail 
Hank Himmelberg at 
hankhimmelberg@verizon.net 
 

1st 
1st 
2nd 
2nd 
2nd 
2nd 
3rd 
4th 
4th 
5th 
6th 
7th 
7th 
7th 
8th 
9th 
9th 
10th 
11th 
12th 
13th 
14th 
15th 
15th 

16th 
17th 
18th 
18th 
19th 
20th 
21st 
21st 
21st 
22nd 
23rd 
24th 
24th 
24th 
25th 
26th 
27th 
27th 
27th 
28th 
28th 
29th 
30th 
31st 

Jerry Hurster 
Joan Heiting 
Mike Maxwell 
Dolores Maxwell 
Dick Park 
Katie Park 
Bill Crowley 
Mike Holmes 
Ida Keptner 
Bob Baillargeon 
John Fitzpatrick 
Betty Monaghan 
Bill Condon 
Vince Ahern 
Lou Neeb 
Peter La Fave 
Mary La Fave 
Vicki Dean 
Jim Duffy 
Mark Venincasa 
 
Jack Tromba 
Don Simoneaux 
Jeff Hardage 

Hank Himmelberg 
John Fitzpatrick 
Ann Larriviere 
Rod Larriviere 
 
Tony Schmidt 
Doug Biglen 
Veronica Biglen 
Bill Higgins 
 
 
Ralph Armstrong 
 
 
 
 
Chris Taylor 
Leo Heiting 
Warren Schneider 
Bill Larsen 
Bonnie Larsen 
 
Katy Warren 
Ron Keptner 

    

AUGUST BIRTHDAYSAUGUST BIRTHDAYSAUGUST BIRTHDAYSAUGUST BIRTHDAYS    
    

Bob BaillargeonBob BaillargeonBob BaillargeonBob Baillargeon         8th 8th 8th 8th    
Larry Montz                         25thLarry Montz                         25thLarry Montz                         25thLarry Montz                         25th    
Ann LarriviereAnn LarriviereAnn LarriviereAnn Larriviere        29th29th29th29th    
Jack TrombaJack TrombaJack TrombaJack Tromba        31st31st31st31st    
    
    

AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES     
    

Hank and Kathy Himmelberg Hank and Kathy Himmelberg Hank and Kathy Himmelberg Hank and Kathy Himmelberg     
5th5th5th5th    

Ralph and Rosemary ArmstrongRalph and Rosemary ArmstrongRalph and Rosemary ArmstrongRalph and Rosemary Armstrong    
15th15th15th15th    

John and Felicia FitzpatrickJohn and Felicia FitzpatrickJohn and Felicia FitzpatrickJohn and Felicia Fitzpatrick    
17th17th17th17th    

Paul and Jo FicaloraPaul and Jo FicaloraPaul and Jo FicaloraPaul and Jo Ficalora    
19th19th19th19th    

    
Continue to Lift Up in  Continue to Lift Up in  Continue to Lift Up in  Continue to Lift Up in  

PrayerPrayerPrayerPrayer 
 

Pete LaFave       Pete LaFave       Pete LaFave       Pete LaFave           
Mary LaFaveMary LaFaveMary LaFaveMary LaFave    
Bill HigginsBill HigginsBill HigginsBill Higgins    

Sophie Marie PetersonSophie Marie PetersonSophie Marie PetersonSophie Marie Peterson    
Blair Marie PetersonBlair Marie PetersonBlair Marie PetersonBlair Marie Peterson    
    

    
Serra MensajeroSerra MensajeroSerra MensajeroSerra Mensajero  is the North Central 
Dallas monthly newsletter which reports 
activities, provides news to members and 
supports Club goals.  

Serra Club of North Central Dallas has lost a member this past month. Jim Hogan died on Wednesday, July 17, 
2013.  Below is part of his obituary: 

Jim was born April 18, 1925 in Philadelphia, a graduate of St. Joseph University in Philadelphia and an Army veteran who served 
during World War II and the Korean Conflict. For 37 years, he was in management at the United Parcel Service (UPS) in Pennsyl-
vania and Texas. In his 29 years of retirement, Jim enjoyed gardening, traveling, reading, supporting favorite charities, and spending 
time with family and friends. He was an active member of St. Mark the Evangelist Church in Plano, Texas; the Serra Club; and the 
Catholic Foundation. 
 
Jim was a devoted husband, father, grandfather, and great-grandfather. He is survived by his beloved wife of 66 years, Catherine née 
Dougherty, six daughters, eleven grandchildren, and three great-grandchildren. 

 

Why am I a Serran? 
Serrans send us your reflection on "Why you are a Serran?"  

 
 “I am a Serran because I get a lot of personal satisfaction and gratification from 
doing the work of Serra, for the Harvest. I enjoy working at being of some support 
to the Laborers for the Harvest.” 
 

 
“I joined because I was invited by our Bishop and Pastor. We had 
three boys in the seminary high school. I stayed because I see the 
need for more religious vocations. Serrans are the nicest people and 
we have our meeting at St. John’s Seminary.” 
 

 

Anyone interested in submitting articles to the “Serra Mensajero” is 
welcome to email marie.baert@verizon.net. Articles should be sub-
mitted no later than the 25th of each month if you want it in the cur-
rent newsletter. Have pictures to share from an event? Submit them 
to Marie for publication!  

We extend our prayers 
and sympathy to the fam-
ily of Vickie Dean on the 
loss of her father-in-law,  
Calvin Dean. Vickie’s 
husband, Rick and his 
sister were blessed to be 
with their 84 year old 
father in his last mo-
ments on earth.  
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Continued from page 1 
 

 

   As a young priest, he had an attitude, probably also as an old priest. Grace builds on nature, it is what you get. 
At one point he was vocation director of Dallas. He thought taking a sampling of all seniors (males) attending 
Bishop Lynch, Bishop Dunn and Jesuit answering a question in 1969 would give them insight into what the young 
men are thinking. :”Why I would or would not want to be a priest”. Some were funny, some serious. The Bishop 
had enough of this when one response was shared: The answer was I would not want to be a priest because I don’t 
want to be a young man arguing with a old man until I get old then an old man arguing with a young man until I 
die.  This occurred in February.  In March Msg. was no longer vocation director.  In June sent to Tyler, eastern 
extremity of the diocese. Tyler was one of the most prejudice place and no one wanted to go there. He feels he 
was sent there for an attitude adjustment.  Msg. was in Tyler for 25 years. Best time of his life. He helped save the 
school, became Pastor in 1973. Bought property, built a parking lot, had it blessed, symbolic to community that 
the Catholics were there to stay. 
 
In 1976, the Catholic Church was at its best. The Tyler Public school district passed a requirement that no child of 
an undocumented alien would get free education or pay $100 per month for education. 7 families came to him. 
They were all family people, working in the community, been there 15 years, etc. He said the specific words 
(inspired by the Holy Spirit) “We will get them proper legal counsel “. He spent three days in the area looking for 
a lawyer to take on the case. It was a political hot potato. No one wanted it. He finally called the Mexican Ameri-
can Defense League in San Francisco and two days later 3 lawyers showed up. They walked in interviewed the 7 
families, filed a federal lawsuit the next day and after three  weeks the judge laid down an injunction saying it was 
unconstitutional to deny any citizen an education. It was then appealed to 5th Circuit. The 5th Circuit Court upheld 
it and the case went to Supreme Court 1992 who upheld the decision. It saved an whole ethic group from being 
uneducated. That is what the Catholic Church does.  Came back to Dallas in 1995 as assistant to the president 
then president and then in 2003 he was appointed Episcopal Vicar. Don’t get stuck in the nostalgia for the past, 
this Holy Spirit is a spirit of the new creation and things will be different. 


