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President’s Focus 
Growing up, I always 
dreaded the 4th of 
July. Sounds strange? 
Yes! But for a young-
ster it meant summer 
was half over and no 
longer being outside 
’til dark. My thoughts 

would soon turn toward the return to 
school. That time of year is again upon 
us. Fittingly, our seminarians are wrap-
ping up their summer assignments and 
preparing to return to their studies or 
other assignment. 

We had the good fortune to hear 
from three seminarians at our July din-
ner meeting.  Each shared their voca-
tion discernment story and how they 
answered the call.  Likewise, our Chap-
lin and guest speaker, Fr. Guadagnoli, 
shared his background along with 
memories and experiences as a Pastor. 
He challenged us as Serrans to continue 
to encourage seminarians to share their 
faith journey, a gift from God, to en-
courage them in their vocations. He 
challenged us to get to know them bet-
ter as individuals who need our support 
and encouragement. See the report on 
page 3 for more details about our din-
ner meeting. 

It has been wonderful during the 
Covid era to see televised Masses from 
many churches around the diocese. I 

was inspired in my recent travels, one 
to visit the Painted Churches of Texas 
and one through Ohio, Indiana and 
Missouri, including stops at Notre 
Dame, the Cleveland Cathedral and 
most notable the Basilica of St. Louis. 
What beautiful national and religious 
treasures, what majestic houses of wor-
ship to meditate before the Blessed Sac-
rament from the smallest to the most 
ornate sacred structures that radiate 
reverence, peace, and holiness. Let us 
not forget the sacrifices our ancestors 
made to build these treasures.  I en-
courage you to seek out these treasures 
of our religious heritage. You were very 
much on my mind as I lit a votive can-
dle at the grotto at Notre Dame and at 
the Basilica of St. Louis. 

Now refreshed, let’s enjoy the re-
maining, “lazy, hazy, crazy days of 
summer.” I hope many of you as well 
were able to get out of the house and 
travel as did so many Americans I en-
countered on my drive across the coun-
try. Oh yes, Elvis was “in the house” at 
the Rock & Roll Hall of Fame. 

Finally, please give some thought to 
someone you know who would be a 
good Serran, maybe a friend or family 
member or an acquaintance from 
church. Then invite them to be a guest 
of our Serra Club at one of our upcom-
ing dinner meetings. 

View during Mass at the Basilica of Saint Louis, King of France (aka the Old Cathedral), 
taken during the 2016 SI Convention. President Alt visited the current Basilica in July.

UPCOMING EVENTS 
NEXT 2 MONTHS 

Saturday, August 7, 9:30 am 
 VAP Committee 2021 Wrap-Up Meeting 

 University of Dallas, Gorman Hall, Room D 

Tuesday, August 10, 7:00 pm 
 Monthly Board Meeting (All members welcome) 

 St. Mark Library, Smyth Center, 1st Floor 

Sunday, August 15 
 Assumption of Mary 

Monday, August 16, 6:00 pm  (Dinner at 6:30) 
 Monthly Dinner Meeting, District Governor Sam Polack 

Monday, September 6 
 Labor Day 

Tuesday, September 14, 7:00 pm 
 Monthly Board Meeting (All members welcome) 

 St. Mark Library, Smyth Center, 1st Floor 

Monday, September 20, 6:00 pm  (Dinner at 6:30) 
 Monthly Dinner Meeting, Fr. Roshan Fernandes, St. Mark 

FUTURE EVENTS 
October 7–10, 2021 
 Serra International Annual Convention 

 Chicago, Illinois, Palmer House Hilton 

January 13–16, 2022 
 Serra USA Annual Rally 

 Irving, Texas, Westin Irving Convention Center 

 Aboca’s Italian Grill, Richardson 

 Aboca’s Italian Grill, Richardson 

VISIT THESE SERRA WEBSITES 

Serra Club of N. Central Dallas: ncdserraclub.com 
Serra USA Council: serraus.org 

Serra International: serrainternational.org 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 
 Spiritual Reflection 

 July Meeting Report 

 From the Past: History of Our Club Newsletter 

 Is it safe to download the monthly newsletter? 

 VAP Weekend attendee comments 

 Photos, Birthdays, Anniversaries, 31 Club 
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For my first issues of the 
newsletter, I have  distributed it 
it using a mailing system that 
stores the file on a server and 
includes a link to download it in 
the email message I send to 
members. Some members have 
said they have been told it may 
not be safe to click on a link in a 
message. This is true if you re-
ceive a message from someone 
you don’t know or a suspicious 
looking message from someone 
you do know. 

In the days since all or most 
members have become accus-
tomed to using email, editors 
have sent a message from their 
personal email account with the 
newsletter attached as a PDF file. 

[Note: PDF is Adobe’s Portable 
Document Format, and has be-
come a standard for exchanging 
files, since free PDF readers are 
readily available.] But it can also 
be unsafe to open a file attached 
to a message, again if you re-
ceive the message from an un-
known source or a suspicious 
looking message from someone 
you know. 

Many organizations now use 
bulk email services for sending 
mass emails. You may have seen 
your parish using Flocknote to 
send messages to parishioners. 
The Diocese of Dallas and other 
Church organizations also use 
Flocknote. The Serra office in 
Chicago uses Constant Contact, 
a service used by companies and 
organizations of all sizes. In the 
past few years, most of the mass 
email providers have switched to 
not allowing files to be attached 
to messages. Instead, they up-
load the file to a trusted server 
and scan the file to make sure it 
does not contain any malware. 
The reason is that it’s actually 

(Continued on page 4) 

Recent surveys have shown that less than half of people in our 
country who claim to be Catholics attend Mass regularly. What does 
this say about how important God is in their lives? 

This month, on Sunday the 15th, we will celebrate the Assump-
tion of Mary into Heaven. The Eastern rite calls this feast the Dormi-
tion of Theotokos, but no matter what name we apply to this day, it 
is a holy day in the life of the church. That is because it reminds us of 
how special Mary—the mother of Jesus—is in the eyes of God and 
how she was rewarded by being taken up to heaven rather than having 
her earthly body subjected to the decay that we face after our death. 

As we celebrate the feast of the Assumption, it might be an op-
portunity for us to reflect on how important Mary is in our faith life 
and whether we have passed that on to our own grandchildren. I 
doubt that any one of us wants any of our children or grandchildren 
to be numbered in that group that does not worship God regularly 
but feels okay about it. We have much to share with others about 
how important it is for us to have an intimate, ongoing relationship 
with God. How often have you taken advantage of opportunities to 
evangelize others, even family members? 

Being a Serran is all about vocations, and vocations don’t just 
happen. Sharing your love and understanding of God is what helps 
others to get their priorities straight and possibly plant the seed of a 
vocation. Helping others find their way to God is part of our calling, 
and that call knows no vacation.  

Spiritual Reflection 
This reflection is adapted from one written by former member Deacon Carl 

Thelin for the August 1999 issue of the newsletter. 

31 Club 

1s t  Larry Montz 8th Sylvia Windham 14th June Cooper 19th Barbara Johnson 26th Dawn Epping 

2nd Barbara Johnson 9th Peter LaFave 15th Don Simoneaux 20th Tony Schmidt 27th Chris Taylor 
3rd Bill Crowley   Mary LaFave 16th Darwin Hutchison 21s t  Will Alt 28th Bill Larsen 
4th Meg Haerr 10th Vicki Dean 17th Rob Larriviere 22nd Kathi Thompson   Dan O’Connell 
5th Bob Baillargeon 11th Jim Duffy   Ann Larriviere 23rd Kathi Thompson 29th Kay Hogan 
6th John Fitzpatrick 12th Dennis Epping   John Fitzpatrick 24th Ralph Armstrong 30th   
7th Bill Condon 13th   18th Tom Demarest 25th Mary McGraw 31s t   

The 31 Club is a commitment by Serrans to attend Mass or say the rosary to pray for vocations on a specific day each month. 
Contact Don Simoneaux (d.simoneaux@computer.org) to participate. 

Serra Mensajero is the monthly 
newsletter of the Serra Club of 
North Central Dallas. It reports 
activities, provides news to mem-
bers, and supports Club goals.  

Editor: Don Simoneaux 
d.simoneaux@computer.org 

President 
 Will Alt 
President-Elect 
 Volunteer Needed 
VP Programs  
 Kathi Thompson 
VP Vocations  
 Mike Holmes 
VP Membership 
 Volunteer Needed 
VP Communications 
 Don Simoneaux 
Treasurer 
 Dennis Epping 
Secretary 
 Meg Haerr 
Trustees 
 Peter Lobo 
 Jim Duffy 
Past President  
 Darwin Hutchison 
Chaplain  
 Fr. Michael Guadagnoli 

August / September Milestones and Intentions 

Sylvia Windham 8/3 
Mary LaFave 8/4 
Bob Baillargeon 8/8 
June  Cooper 8/20 
Don Simoneaux 8/21 
Larry Montz 8/25 
Ann Larriviere 8/29 
Jack Tromba 8/31 
Darwin Hutchison 9/28 
  
  

Birthdays 
Ralph & Rosemary Armstrong 8/15 
June  & Troy Cooper 8/16 
John & Felicia Fitzpatrick 8/17 
Tony & Annette Schmidt 8/24 
Kathi & Bryan Thompson 9/1 
Jim  & Kay Duffy 9/8 
Mary & Peter LaFave 9/12 

Anniversaries 

Darwin & Debbie Hutchison 9/23 

Pray for the Healing  
Power of God for 
Tom Demarest, Kay Hogan, 
Mary LaFave, Jean and Lou 
Neeb 

Is It Safe to Download the Newsletter? 
From the Editor 

Corrections 
Our apologies to Jim Duffy. In the 
July newsletter, his surname was 
misspelled in the list of past club 
presidents on page 3. 
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At our July 18 dinner meet-
ing, we were blessed to hear after 
dinner from our Chaplain, Fa-
ther Michael Guadagnoli, and 
three seminarians: Jedediah Pre-
ble and Parker Thompson, both 
enrolled at Notre Dame Semi-
nary in New Orleans, and Ismael 

Rodriguez, en-
rolled at the 
Pontifical North 
American Col-
lege in Rome. 
They each 
talked about 
their journey to 

the seminary and discerning 
diocesan priesthood. 

Father began by saying that 
his second-grade teacher was the 
first to notice he had a “priest’s 
heart” and said to him, “Have 
you ever thought about being a 
priest?  I think you’d make a 
good one.”  

Although Father heard that 
question many times over the 
years, his decision to enter the 
seminary didn’t come until he 
was 28 years old, after earning 
his degree and working as a 
teacher for several years. During 
his journey he became faithful to 
prayer, attended retreats, gath-
ered information, and conclud-
ed that God was calling him to 
be a priest. 

Ismael and Jedidiah entered 
seminary after completing their 
degrees, dating, and working for 
a while. Parker entered seminary 
after graduating from Jesuit Col-
lege Prep. Ismael said he was not 
seriously considering a Church 

vocation until he had a date with 
a girl who surprised him by say-
ing he should think about the 
priesthood. It turned out she 
was a focus campus missionary. 

In the last 6–8 years, Ismael, 
Jedidiah, and Parker have spent 
countless hours in prayer and 

study and have 
developed a 
deeper level of 
faith, prayer, 
and knowledge.  
Now capable of 
teaching others 
about Christ, 

this summer Ismael is serving at 
Prince of Peace in Plano, Jedidiah 
is serving with Fr. Guadagnoli at 
St. Monica in Dallas, and Parker 
is serving as a chaplain in hospi-

tal ministry.  
With their early 
years in semi-
nary behind 
them, the three 
seminarians are 
looking forward 
to ordination as 

priests in order to “bring people 
to Jesus and Jesus to people.” 
Ismael described priesthood as 
“the bridge between God and his 
people.”   

Father ended the evening by 
saying, “It’s been 24 years since 
my ordination, and I love being 
a priest. I encourage each of you 
to continue to pray for vocations 
and to consider planting the 
seed in a young man’s heart by 
saying, ‘Have you ever though of 
being a priest? I think you might 
make a great priest one day.’ ”  

Club Chaplain and Three Seminarians 
Speak at the June Dinner Meeting 

By June Cooper 

History of Our Club Newsletter 
Start End Editor 

1985 May 1993 John Murchison 
June 1993 June 1996 Paul Slavik 

July 1996 June 1997 Rob Larriviere 

July 1997 May 2000 Don Simoneaux 

June 2000 May 2001 Bill Crowley 

June 2001 May 2002 Tony Schmidt 

June 2002 May 2006 Bill Eldridge 

June 2006 May 2008 Dawn & Dennis Epping 

June 2008 May 2011 Carl Rossini 

June 2011 June 2012 Richard Park 

October 2012 May 2017 Marie Baert 

June 2017 May 2021 Dawn Epping 

June 2021  Don Simoneaux 

The beginning. In the issue for June 1996, Paul Slavik wrote in his 
parting words as editor that John Murchison was the editor from the 
onset of the club’s newsletter until Paul took over. He said John was 
the one who gave the name Serra Mensajero to our newsletter. 

In the issue for April 2003, Bill Eldridge wrote the tribute below 
in memory of John Murchison. 

On the evening of Friday, March 7, our club lost a 
longstanding and hard working Serran. John stood 
as an inspiration to everyone he came into contact 
with. He lived and worked in a quiet and unpre-
tentious way that only thinly concealed his magna-
nimity, his intelligence, and his sense of humor. 
John got involved in Serra in 1978 in the Dallas 
Metropolitan Club. He was among the six members 
who chartered our North Central Club, and he 
served as the second president of the club. He also 

served as the first president of the St. Paul Men’s Club. (Ironically, the 
Men’s Club fish fry on the Friday evening that he died was the last of 
the countless service projects he would take part in.) 

In speaking with Henry Hughes and Vince Ahern about John, I 
got some sense of the deep bonds of friendship and service these 
men shared with each other. From them, I learned that John was an 
Aggie, and he took great pride in that. He was retired from the Army 
Corps of Engineers where he was instrumental in such innovations 
as the down-hole camera that enabled geologists to see fault for-
mations thousands of feet below the earth’s surface. 

John took great pride in the community work he did for our 
club. He was responsible for starting this publication and for naming 
it. He once told me that for seven or so years he never missed a sin-
gle meeting. He was always there out of a strong sense of personal 
initiative that he took very seriously. He did it for the club, for his 
faith, and, of course for himself and everything he stood for. 

For all the work that John did for Serra, for St. Paul the Apostle 
Parish, for the many organizations of which he was a part, and for 
the Catholic Church, we owe him, his wife Frances, and their sons 
and daughters a heart-felt gesture of gratitude. In his thoughtful 
smile, which touched us all, he offers a challenge to those of us left 
behind to carry on. We are challenged to keep thinking, keep smil-
ing, keep making friends, keep communicating, and keep doing the 
work that God calls us to do. 

Ismael Rodriguez Jedidiah Preble 

Parker Thompson 

John Murchison 
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Why It’s Safe to Download the 
Newsletter From a Trusted Site 

Comments from Attendees at the 
June 11–13 VAP Weekend 

“Thank you very much for organizing this weekend 
it makes a real difference.” 

“It is definitely a good weekend for a good first step 
to discern priesthood or religious life.” 

“The Serra Club went above and beyond to 
arrange my attendance. It was great to get away 
and spend time with Christ. It's strengthened my 
confidence in my vocational calling.” 

“Dio gracias. Thanks be to God.” 

“Thank you so much Serra Club and to God for 
making this weekend possible this year! It was 
beautiful to be able to step away for a weekend 
and to talk with religious and be encouraged and 
listen to God's blessing.” 

More Photos From the July Dinner Meeting 

safer and more efficient to dis-
tribute the newsletter by sending 
a mass email message with a link 
to download the document from 
a trusted server. 

Another benefit is that the 
mass email services work with 
the email account providers peo-
ple use to receive messages to 
make sure messages sent via 
their servers are not treated as 
spam. Email account providers 
often treat a message sent from a 
personal account to multiple 
addressees as spam, especially if 

it has a file attached. 
There are many benefits of 

using such a service, and the one 
I’m using to distribute our club 
newsletter is provided by 
ClubExpress. The Serra office in 
Chicago is evaluating this service 
for potential future use for man-
aging the organization. 

Another benefit is that other 
club officers will be able use the 
same mailing list I’ve set up to 
send messages to club members. 
That way, we don’t have to each 
maintain our own list of mem-
bers and e-mail addresses.  

(Continued from page 2) 


