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MARK
YOUR
CALENDARS
Friday, December 3
First Friday Mass and
Breakfast, 6:30 a.m.,
Church of St. Mark
Sunday,
December 5
3 to 6 p.m.
Club Christmas
Party, Home of
Bill and Kathy
Crowley

Friday, December 17
Serra Club Board
Meeting, 7 a.m., St.
Mark’s Pastoral Center
Friday, January 7, 2011
First Friday Mass, 6:30
Church of St. Mark,
Breakfast at Poor Richard’s Café, 2442 K Ave
at E. Park, Plano
Sunday, February 13
North Central Dallas
Serra Club hosts
Seminary Sunday 9:15
Holy Trinity Seminary
Sunday, May 1, 2011
North Central Dallas
Serra Club hosts
Religious Women’s
Appreciation Dinner,
Heritage Park, Old City
Park, Dallas

Visit these
Serra web sites...
North Central Dallas
Serra Club
www.ncdserraclub.com
Serra USA Council
www.serraus.org

Richardson, Texas

December, 2010

President’s Focus
Opportunity To Grow in Faith Is Serran Benefit
When I joined Serra three years ago I was told by several people that one of the
many benefits of being a Serran was the opportunity to strengthen my spirituality
and grow in my faith. This certainly was strongly reinforced and lived out during
our Retreat on November 6. Father Jason Cargo led us on a remarkable journey
as we explored and contemplated five questions in regard to our relationship
with Jesus:
Where am I going?
What are you looking for?
Who do you say that I am?
What do you want me to do?
Do you love me?

Greg Mechler

Each of these questions challenged us to reflect deeply on our faith, our purpose, and our actions
that we engage into our life as Christ would want us to live. For those of us who were present these
questions continue to resonate. They challenged me to take time to ask these questions again and
again — the answers seem to grow and deepen as a result. For those of you who were unable to
attend I encourage you to reflect on these questions and consider what they mean to you.
In closing I hope all of you had a terrific Thanksgiving Holiday and wish you a joyous and blessed
Christmas season. Don’t forget — our annual Christmas party is next Sunday, December 5 at the
Crowley’s from 3:00 to 6:00 p.m. ’Hope to see you there!
Peace and joy!

Greg Mechler

At Bill and Kathy Crowley’s

Club Christmas Party Set for December 5
The North Central Dallas annual Christmas Part will be held on
Sunday, December 5 from 3 to 6 p.m. The party again will be hosted by
Bill and Kathy Crowley in their home at 315 West Lookout in
Richardson.

Kathy and Bill Crowley

Each of the four contact groups have been assigned a food category
includes appetizers, salads, vegetables and desserts. Bill and Kathy
will provide meat, shrimp and beverages. Each group leader has
contacted each member of what food item to bring.

As in previous years,
Club members are
invited bring spouses
```````````````````````````````````` and guests .The
Christmas party is a
good opportunity to
I
introduce a prospective
member to one of our
Club’s major social
activities.
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Vietnam Hero Dean B. Clark

Dinner Meeting Speaker Discusses Muslim Threats
National motivational speaker Dean B. Clark discussed the dangers of fundamental Muslims and their threats to America, for enthusiastic Serrans and
guests at the November 15 North Central Dallas Serra Club’s monthly dinner
meeting. Dean Clark spoke of the patient infiltration of fundamental Muslims to
American society and government to undermine the United States of America.
Dean Clark is a graduate of the US Military Academy. Two years after his graduation from West Point he volunteered for a tour in Vietnam where he served as
Dean B. Clark
a Military Intelligence officer. He sustained injuries in an early morning mortar
attack necessitating the amputation of both legs below the knees. In recognition of his military
service and sacrifice, he received the Silver Star for Gallantry in Action, the Purple Heart, and
the Combat Infantryman’s Badge. His impassioned commitment to public service and helping
veterans led to several appointments to state and federal positions.
Copies his book Wounded Soldier, Healing Warrior, his autobiography of his military career,
public service and inner strength of human spirit, was distributed at the meeting where he conducted a book signing session for the members.

From USA Council

Club Membership Awarded

North Central Dallas
Serra Club
Board of Trustees
20102010-2011
President
Greg Mechler
V.P.Programs
John Fitzpatrick
V.P. Vocations
Larry Montz
V.P. Membership
Doug Biglen
V.P. Communications
Lou Neeb
Treasurer
Dennis Eppling
Secretary
Peter La Fave
Trustees
Ralph Armstrong, 1st Yr.
Paul Ficalora, 2nd Yr.
Jerry Hurster, 3rd Yr.
Past President
Hank Himmelberg
Newsletter Editor
Carl Rossini
Chaplain
Rev. Cliff Smith

Doug Biglen

The North Central Dallas Serra Club was recognized with a national award “For meeting or exceeding the membership goals of the USA Council of Serra International.” The award was presented to Doug Biglen, Club V.P. Membership,
by Ernie Docklar, District Governor, at the Club’s
25th Anniversary Celebration. The award was for
the Club’s new membership efforts in 2009-2010.

Bob Baillargeon with friend and guest
speaker Dean Clark, top; Dean Clark
signs his book Wounded Soldier, Healing Warrior for Pete and Mary LaFave.

American College in Leuven

Seminary Landscaping

North Central Dallas Serra Club
salutes the landscaping activity at
Belgium Seminary To Close in 2011
the Holy Trinity Seminary. Under
Due to a small number of seminarians and available priest faculty,
the wing of Club member Joe
the American College of the Immaculate Conception in Leuven, Bel- Semler two local landscaping
gium, has announced its closure in June 2011. The announcement companies — Keane Landscapwas made to the seminary community immediately after the deciing and Richmond Landscape,
sion was made by the board of bishops of the American College
each donated over $3000 in labor
and confirmed by the body of bishops of the US Conference of
and product to beautify the entrance of Holy Trinity Seminary.
Catholic Bishops. The seminary has served the Church in the US
Serrans may want to remember
and other parts of the world faithfully, steadfastly and zealously
these companies that help our
throughout its 154-year existence, and so this is a sad moment for
many of us, said Bishop David Ricken, chair of the board and bish- endeavors whenever there is a
need for their services. And the
op of the Diocese of Green Bay, Wisconsin. The USCCB provides
next time you are at the Semiguidance to all US seminaries. The American college is one of the
nary, see for yourselves what
two European seminaries governed directly by the USCCB. The
good work that was done

other is the Pontifical North American College in Rome.

Archbishop Timothy Dolan on Vocations
(Archbishop Dolan recently was elected president of the US Conference of Catholic Bishops)

“Four ways to foster vocations: First, By emphasizing the vocation of
marriage and family; Second, Re-creating a culture of vocations; Third,
That the laity need not be afraid to ask the priests to help them be holy;
Fourth, That priests need to be reminded that they are here to help the
laity get to heaven.”
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Chaplain’s Corner

Rediscovering What the Season of Advent Is About
The season of Advent starts on November 27, 2010, with the anticipatory Mass for the fourth Sunday before Christmas. With
the lighting of the first candle of the Advent wreath we begin a new church year. When Advent ends on Christmas Eve, the
season of Christmas begins, which lasts until the feast of the Baptism of the Lord, January 9, 2011. At Christmas, we will
welcome the coming of Christ. During Advent, we do what we can to make ready for Christ’s coming.
Rev. Cliff Smith
In preparation for Christmas, we write cards, notes and letters keep in touch, reaching out to family and friends both near and
far away: we clean house, cook, bake and we shop ‘til we drop; and every so often we try to focus on why we’re doing all the work. But
perhaps in the midst of all the frenzy, we need to take a few moments to rediscover what the season of Advent is really about.
Advent is the season to prepare us for Christmas, the great feast of the Incarnation, when God in Christ enters into His creation and into
human time. It is a season that calls the mind and heart to await Christ’s second coming at the end of time. It is a time of joyful, hopeful
expectation, a time of patient waiting, and a time to awaken the past, present, and future Mystery which we celebrate.
During the season of Advent, we hear revealing stories of the past. We remember the prophets, John the Baptist, Elizabeth, and Joseph and
Mary. We are reminded to “stay awake” and “be prepared.” “Keep awake therefore, for we do not know on what day your Lord is coming” (Mt.24:42). We are reminded that staying awake means that if we make choices, informed by our faith, we have nothing to fear. Are we
awake to the many opportunities to do the good things that give meaning and purpose to our lives? Are we awake to all the good things that
we can do, both for ourselves and for others, during this blessed time?
The season of Advent is a time to strive for some interior quiet, in spite of the hustle and bustle, and to take a few moments each day to reflect
on our own readiness for the coming of Christ. Are we truly prepared to let Christ fully enter our hearts? Our own preparations may begin with
becoming more aware of how Christ comes in mystery to us through every moment of our lives. It is time to reflect on the many ways that
Christ has come to us in the past few days; in the Eucharist, in his Word, in the advice of a friend, in the lyrics of a song, in a newspaper story,
DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS
Vince Ahern
December
Dot Mc Calpin
December
Leo Heiting
December
Warren Schneider
December

7
20
27
27

DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES
Bill and Kathy Crowley December 4
Tom and Belle Marie Demarest
December 19

in the smile of an elderly person, or in the hug of a child. In every moment of every day
God surrounds us with grace. And while Advent is a time to recall that God comes to us
in so many ways, it is important that Advent reminds us of the ways God uses us to come
to others as well. Through our good deeds, others will know that Christ is here, present
with us now and always, Emmanuel.
Let us all take some time during this joyful season to reflect on the many blessings God
has giving us. May the season of Advent help us all to become who we truly are, a people
waiting, preparing, and ready for
Christ’s promise to return in glory!
Father Cliff

NCD Serra Club Retreat
31 Club The 31 Club is a commitment by

“Quo Vadis — Where Are We Going?”

Serrans to attend Mass and pray for vocations on
a specific day each month. If you are not listed
below and wish to participate in this important
ministry please e-mail Hank Himmelberg at
hankhimmelberg@verizon.net

With the quotation, “Quo Vadis — What are we looking for?” Rev. Jason Cargo set
the theme for the NCD Serra Club retreat held on November 6 at
St. Monica’s parish Family Center. Thirty-four Serrans and guests,
including eight from the Dallas Metro club, attended the retreat
which included Mass, five conferences, Holy Hour, Benediction and
confessions. Together with the Quo Vadis conference the others
presented by Father Jason included “Who do you say that I am?”
“What do you want Me to do for you?,” “ What are you looking for?”
and “Do you love me?” Each conference was followed by a series
of questions for small group discussions.

1st Jerry Hurster
16th Hank Himmelberg
Paul Ficalora
17th John Fitzpatrick
Jo Ficalora
18th Ann Larriviere
2nd Dick Park
Rob Larriviere
Katy Park
19th
3rd Bill Crowley
20th Tony Schmidt
4th Ida Keptner
21st Doug Biglen
5th Bob Baillargeon
Veronica Biglen
Jim Archer
22nd Joe Semler
6th John Fitzpatrick 23rd Paul Reittinger
7th Vince Ahern
24th Ralph Armstrong
Betty Monaghan
Jim Hogan
Bill Condon
Kay Hogan
8th Lou Neeb
25th
9th Peter La Fave 26th
Mary La Fave 27th Chris Taylor
10th Vicki Dean
Warren Schneider
11th Jim Duffy
28th Bill Larsen
12th Mark Venincasa
Bonnie Larsen
13th Therese Reittinger 29th Carl Rossini
14th Jack Tromba
30th Katy Warren
15th Don Simoneaux 31st Ron Keptner
Jeff Hardage

Rev. Jason Cargo

Father Jason challenged the group to continue in the spirit of the retreat with 30 to
40 minutes of daily prayer, attend Holy Hour once a week, participate in the sacraments of Reconciliation and the Eucharist , have spiritual companionship and
perform works of charity.

Serra Mensajero is the
the North Central Dallas
monthly newsletter which
reports activities, provides
news to members and supports Club goals.
Editor, Carl Rossini, Staff
Photographer, Vicki Dean

Continue to Lift Up in Prayer
Therese Reittinger Bob Bittner
Alicia Condon
Patsy Bittner
Jo Ficalora
Ellen Rossini
Jim Archer
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Photo Gallery
Photos taken at the November 6
North Central Dallas Serra Club Retreat
At St. Monica’s Church

Father Jason addresses retreatents during Holy Hour

Father Jason pauses during conference

Thirty-four Serrans and guests participate in November 6 retreat in St. Monica’s
Family Center upper room.

Frank and Lisa Ferro with Larry Montz and Leo Heiting

Pete and Mary LaFave with Father Jason Cargo

Ralph Armstrong, Katy and Dick Park, Bob Baillargeon, Sahri Sapinoso,
Rosemary Armstrong,

Dallas Metro Serrans, front, Gerri Noonan, Peter Philip, Bob and Jean Andres,
back, Patrick O’Brien, Richard Haas, Mike Lynch

