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Mark
Your
calendars
Friday, December 2
First Friday Mass, Breakfast
6:30 a.m.
St. Mark Catholic Church
Sunday, December 4
Mass with Seminarians
9:15 a.m.
Holy Trinity Seminary
Sunday, December 4
Christmas Party
3:00—6:00 p.m.
Crowley Residence
Friday, December 16
Serra Club Board Meeting
7:00 a.m.
St. Mark Pastoral Center
Sunday, December 25
The Nativity of the Lord
Sunday, January 1
Happy New Year!
Friday, January 6
First Friday Mass, Breakfast
6:30 a.m.
Poor Richards, Plano
Monday, January 16
Serra Club Dinner Meeting
6:30 p.m.
Canyon Creek Country Club
Father Olson, Rector HTS
Friday, January 20
Serra Club Board Meeting
7:00 a.m.
St. Mark Pastoral Center

Visit these
Serra web sites...
North Central Dallas
Serra Club
www.ncdserraclub.com
Serra USA Council
www.serraus.org

Richardson, Texas
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Father Rudy, Diocesan Director of Vocations,
Encourages Serra in Their Devotion to Vocations.

F

ather Rudy Garcia,
Dallas Diocese Director of Vocations, was
the guest speaker at the dinner meeting of the Serra Club
of North Central Dallas on
November 21st at the Canyon
Creek Country Club. He remarked on how nice it was to
be back with old friends and
acquaintances and remember
what a wonderful experience
it was to be assigned here.
With Thanksgiving just three
days away the Diocese of Dallas
has much to be thankful for said
Father Rudy. There has been a
dramatic increase in the number
of vocations in the last four
years, and the last year has seen
23 new seminarians for our diocese, a number that set a diocesan record and led the nation. In
2007 we had 20 men in the formation program and in 2011 we
have 70, more than a threefold
increase! The numbers are solid
and our future looks bright.
Fr Rudy ascribes the increases to
several factors, including but not
limited to:
First and foremost, prayer. This
should not be surprising as it is
in accord with Jesus‟ command
to pray that the Master of the
Harvest send workers into the
Harvest. One of the first things
Bishop Ferrell mandated after
being installed as Bishop was
that a prayer for vocations be
included in every mass in the
diocese. Many parishes in the
Diocese have Holy Hours to
specifically pray for vocations,
as well as Chalice programs to
encourage prayer in the homes.
Second, the devotion to vocations of the people in the Dio-

Bill Crowley, VP Programs, Fr Cliff Smith, Chaplain, Fr Rudy Garcia, Director of Vocation, Diocese of Dallas, President Don Simoneaux, at November Dinner Meeting

cese of Dallas. And of course
Serra is a prime example of this.
Some of the ways Serra promotes vocations include the annual Vocations Awareness Program where young men and
women with an interest in ordained or consecrated life spend
a couple of days at Holy Trinity
Seminary in prayer and learning
about the possibility of serving
in religious and priestly vocations. They meet and discuss
with the priests of the diocese,
many times on a one on one basis. Men and women of diocesan, religious and consecrated
life are invited and contribute to
panel discussions and presentations on a variety of subjects. Fr
Rudy reported that many of our
vocations come from this program and he highly recommends
that we continue to sustain it.
Another area in which Serra has
been invaluable in in the high
schools. The Vocations Office
has programs at Bishop Lynch
and Pope John Paul II and this
year are adding Bishop Dunn
High School. None of this would
be possible without the support
and efforts of the Serra clubs.
The other thing that is so important is the witness of Serrans.
The visits to the seminary to

spend time with the seminarians
and share donuts with them is
invaluable. The witness of you
living your faith and being willing to work at it is a great example to the seminarians. Serra has
continued to pray and work during the darkest times for vocations. He once had a priest tell
him that at a vocations conference a vocations director told
them that there was no way we
could ever turn the decline in the
number of priests around and we
needed to face the fact and get
over the delusion that we could.
It is easy to fall into such a defeatist attitude in our secular
society but Serra never succumbed and kept on witnessing
for the faith.
A third element is the faithful
witness of our Priests. We have
some of the happiest, hardest
working priests in the country
here in our Diocese of Dallas.
Priests who are inspired and on
fire to spread the good news of
Jesus Christ. Priests who are not
afraid to invite young men personally to consider the call. The
most common response by
young people when asked why
they never considered a vocation
(Continued on page 2)
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President’s Focus

I

t started in late August
with a message by e-mail
from Heidi Maher, a parent of one of the children at a
Catholic school in Oak Cliff.
She said she is also the outreach
coordinator for the school and
wanted to share information
about the school and perhaps
attend one of our meetings. I
passed the message to Bill
Crowley, our VP for Programs,
but he and I felt a little uneasy,
since the club has been apNorth Central Dallas
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A Local Catholic School with a Difference
school. When Heidi mentioned
that Father Rudy Garcia would
also be at the luncheon, we knew
we needed to learn more. We
After exchanging a few mesaccepted the invitation and on the
sages, the reason for approaching Tuesday after Thanksgiving made
the Serra Clubs became a little
the trek down to the campus of
clearer. One of the unique things Mount St. Michael Catholic
about this school is that it has a
School near Interstate 30 and
focus on and commitment to
Cockrell Hill Road. What we
praying for vocations to the reli- found is perhaps one of the best
gious life. Heidi explained that
kept secrets of the Catholic
the school has “a special tradition Church in the Dallas area.
of passing a chalice and rosary
Mount St. Michael is a private
from class to class as students
pray over them for those discern- Catholic school in the Catholic
Diocese of Dallas (not a diocesan
ing a religious vocation.” Other
school) and is located on a pasunique traditions are that the
school is the only one in our area toral campus owned by the Siswhere students attend Mass daily, ters of Our Lady of Charity.
Founded in 1986, the school
and the Diocese of Dallas has
serves students from the age of
given the school permission to
have the Blessed Sacrament pre- three through grade 8 from families from over 40 Zip Codes rangsent in a chapel located in the
ing from Garland to Arlington
school building, where students
and from McKinney and Plano to
are taught daily a respect and
Cedar Hill. Enrollment is curlove for the Body of Christ prerently 184 students, an increase
sent in the Eucharist.
of over 50 percent in the past four
Soon Bill and I received an invi- years and getting close to the
tation to attend a luncheon at the capacity of the facility at about
school to learn more about the
205 students.
unique aspects of this small
In one final ironic twist to this

proached over the years by
groups wanting to solicit our
members for contributions.

(Continued from page 1) Father Rudy

Bill Crowley will be extending an
invitation for a representative
from Mount St. Michael to speak
at one of our dinner meetings
next year. Our members will be
impressed with what a dedicated
group of parents and staff is accomplishing in this corner of our
diocese. Families who seek the
kind of environment evident at
Mount St. Michael are the kinds
of families from which church
vocations spring.

tions. That is where vocations are 
born, nourished and flourish.
Father Rudy listed several points
important to the family.

 Be a good friend to children.
Trust them and teach them
unconditional love.

They should see you being
Catholic, praying, going to
Mass, saying the Rosary, etc.



Teach them to appreciate the
beauty of nature, literature,
music, art. Be careful of
what is available in the home
(books, cd‟s, dvd‟s, etc).

is that “no one ever asked me”.
When we ask seminarians who
most influenced them in their
decision, they never answer “the
Vocations Director”. The answer
is most commonly “my Pastor”.
Saint John Chrysostom said about 
the apostles, the first priests, “to
so great a promise they trusted

and believed that they should
catch others by the same words

by which they themselves have
been caught.”
The fourth is the Family. The
family is the seedbed of voca-

story, Bill Condon heard
about our contact with the
school and provided information to assure
Don Simoneaux
us that, while
they certainly welcome donations, the primary aim of the folks
at Mount St. Michael is to spread
the word about the quality of this
little-known gem in our midst. It
turns out Bill served as the second principal of the school for
three years about 15 years ago
and knows the current principal,
Gretchen Montgomery, quite
well.

Speak positively about the
Church and Vocations.
Pray for them every day.
Foster a simple life of piety
adjusted to the age of the
children.

Teach them simplicity of
life. Learn to do with and
without and not to judge by
possessions.

Father Rudy thanked Serrans for
their service to vocations and to
him personally as a priest and as
a seminarian.
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Chaplain’s Corner

A

recent EWTN news bulletin
stated: A Lutheran teacher's
lawsuit led to a provocative
question being asked in the Supreme
Court on Oct. 5th: Could government
efforts to end job discrimination jeopardize the all-male Catholic priesthood?
In this case the question arose: When
might the government's interest in preventing discrimination trump a religious
group's principles? That prompted the
justices to ask the attorney for the government’s Equal Employment Opportunity
Commission why female priests could not
be mandated by the government on similar grounds.
“Do you believe … that a church has a
right that's grounded in the Free Exercise
Clause and/or the Establishment Clause
to institutional autonomy with respect to
its employees?” asked Justice Elena Kagan.
“We don't see that line of church autonomy principles in the religion clause jurisprudence as such,” the federal government's attorney, Leondra Kruger, replied.
Kruger also said the ministerial exception

31 Club

The 31 Club is a commitment by

Serrans to attend Mass and pray for vocations
on a specific day each month. If you wish to participate in this important ministry please e-mail
Hank Himmelberg at
hankhimmelberg@verizon.net
1st
1st
1st
2nd
2nd
3rd
4th
5th
6th
7th
7th
7th
7th
8th
9th
9th
10th
11th
12th
13th
14th
15th
15th

Jerry Hurster
Paul Ficalora
Jo Ficalora
Dick Park
Katie Park
Bill Crowley
Bill Baillargeon
John Fitzpatrick
Vince Ahern
Betty Monaghan
Bill Condon
Lou Neeb
Peter La Fave
Mary La Fave
Vicki Dean
Jim Duffy
Mark Venincasa
Therese Reittinger
Jack Tromba
Don Simoneaux
Jack Hardage

16th
17th
18th
18th
19th
20th
21st
21st
21st
22nd
23rd
24th
24th
24th
25th
26th
27th
27th
28th
28th
29th
30th
31st

Hank Himmelberg
John Fitzpatrick
Ann Larriviere
Rod Larriviere
Tony Schmidt
Doug Biglen
Veronica Biglen
Bill Higgins
Joe Semler
Paul Reittinger
Ralph Armstrong
Jim Hogan
Kay Hogan
Chris Taylor
Warren Schneider
Bill Larsen
Bonnie Larsen
Carl Rossini
Katy Warren
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Women

Priests

to discrimination laws was not simply a
part of the First Amendment's guarantee
of the “free exercise of religion.”

priesthood is only open
to men. Further, ordination to the Priesthood is
not an automatic guaranIt was then asked whether a woman
tee of being hired by a
might sue over her exclusion from the
diocese. Many ordained
Catholic priesthood, on the same basis
priests today are no
that the current case was suing over a
longer in the hiring-pool
religiously-grounded termination.
Rev. Cliff Smith
for various reasons. We
Kruger said the two situations were differ- do not train or ordain women for the
priesthood, therefore there is no discrimient – not categorically, but rather because “the private and public interests are nation in hiring practice.
very different in the two scenarios.”
The centerpiece in this discussion, from
my perspective, is the simple fact that
“The government's general interest in
eligibility for the priesthood in the Catholic
eradicating discrimination in the workChurch has no basis in justice, equality or
place is simply not sufficient to justify
fairness, which have been the grounds for
changing the way that the Catholic
allowing women and gays into the minisChurch chooses its priests, based on
try of some religious traditions of late. In
gender roles that are rooted in religious
the Catholic tradition no one has the right
doctrine,” she said.
to be a priest, only an individual who has
But, she said, the government does have a perceivable call or vocation, which is
a “compelling and indeed overriding inter- tested and evaluated over a 6-10 year
est in ensuring that individuals are not
period of intense study, ministerial pracprevented from coming to the government tice, and discernment. The ultimate deciwith information about illegal conduct,”
sion depends on annual self-evaluation,
even if the church in question would pro- peer evaluation and evaluation by formahibit its members from doing so on relition and academic faculty, with the final
gious grounds.
decision in the hands of a bishop. The
day any government is able to compel a
It appears to me that the government
religion to change its foundational beliefs
might have some say on the Catholic
Church’s hiring and firing practices under is the day the Church will return to the
the Constitution and rule of law, but un- catacombs. Unless the Constitution can
der the separation of church and state it force the Catholic Church to change
2,000 years of practice and theology and
cannot obligate a religion to change its
basic tenets. The Catholic Church has a allow the training and ordaining of
women, the law cannot force the Church
two thousand year tradition and formal
to hire them. There is no legal discrimidoctrinal teaching that the ministerial
nation here!

Father Cliff

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS
Vince Ahern (90!)
Leo Heiting
Warren Schneider

7th
27th
27th

DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES
Bill & Kathy Crowley
4th
Tom & Belle Marie Demarest
19th
Deacon Arnold & Rhonda Picon 20th

Serra Mensajero

is the North Central Dallas monthly newsletter which
reports activities, provides news to
members and supports Club goals.
Editor, Dick Park
Staff Photographer, Vicki Dean

Continue to Lift Up in Prayer
Therese Reittinger
Carolyn Tromba
Ellen Rossini
George & Jeanne Stewart
Bernadette & Ed Johnson
Betty Monaghan

Serra
Serra
Mensajero
Serra Mensajero
Mensajero

September
September
2011
2011
December 2011

Early Church Fathers:

A

ugustine was born at
the town of Tagaste
(now Souk-Ahras, in
modern day Algeria) on November 13, 354. He grew to
become one the most significant and influential thinkers
in the history of the Catholic
Church, and his teachings
were the foundation of Christian doctrine for a millennium.
The story of his life, up until his
conversion, is written in the
autobiographical Confessions,
the most intimate and well
known glimpse into an individual's soul ever written, as well as
a fascinating philosophical,
theological, mystical, poetic and
literary work.

Saint Augustine of Hippo

from the Church - thinking that
he wasn't necessarily leaving
Christ, of whose name he acknowledges "I kept it in the recesses of my heart; and all that
presented itself to me without
that Divine name, though it
might be elegant, well written,
and even replete with truth, did
not altogether carry me
away" (Confessions, I, iv).
He went to study in Carthage
and became well known in the
city for his brilliant mind and
rhetorical skills and sought a
career as an orator or lawyer.
But he also discovered and fell
in love with philosophy at the
age of 19, a love he pursued
with great vehemence.

He was the first son of Saint
Monica and a pagan father
named Patricius, who was baptized just before his death, leaving his mother the widow whose
tears and prayers for the conversion of her wayward son are
known to us through the Confessions.

He was attracted to Manichaeanism at this time, after its devotees had promised him that they
had scientific answers to the
mystery of nature, could disprove the Scriptures, and could
explain the problem of evil.
Augustine became a follower for
nine years, learning all there was
to learn in it before rejecting it
as incoherent and fraudulent.

Augustine, though being brought
up in early childhood as a Christian, delayed being baptized,
lived a dissolute life of revelry
and sin, and soon drifted away

He went to Rome and then Milan in 386 where he met Saint
Ambrose, the bishop and Doctor
of the Church, whose sermons
inspired him to look for the truth

Membership

Ralph Armstrong
ralpharmstrong@att.net
972-690-3850
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he had always sought in the faith
he had rejected. He received
baptism and soon after, his
mother, Saint Monica, died with
the knowledge that all she had
hoped for in this world had been
fulfilled.
He returned to Africa, to his
hometown of Tagaste, "having
now cast off from himself the
cares of the world, he lived for
God with those who accompanied him, in fasting, prayers, and
good works, meditating on the
law of the Lord by day and by
night."
On a visit to Hippo he was proclaimed priest and then bishop
against his will. He accepted it

as the will of God and spent the
rest of his life as the pastor of
this north African town, from
where he spent much time refuting the writings of heretics.
Augustine also wrote, The City
of God, against the pagans who
charged that the fall of the Roman empire, which was taking
place at the hands of the Vandals.
On August 28, 430, as Hippo
was under siege by the Vandals,
Augustine died, at the age of 76.
His legacy continues to deeply
shape the face of the Church to
this day.
Feast day: August 28
Catholic News Agency
Rev. Msgr.
Michael F.
Olson,
Rector of
Holy Trinity Seminary, will
be our
speaker at
the January
16th dinner
meeting.

Portrait by Philippe de Champaigne,
17th century.

HELP WANTED
No experience necessary!
Earn huge rewards by telling people you meet that you are a member of
Serra, an organization that is doing something about the shortage of
priests. New parties of interest are encouraged to participate in this exciting adventure and will obtain great success by being with fellow
Catholics of like mind and enjoying their company while earning large
rewards for participating in advocating for the religious and ordained
ministries.
New interested parties can apply directly by visiting
www.ncdserraclub.com or you can tell Ralph Armstrong about interested parties with name, phone number and email address and he will
contact them directly.
We are an equal opportunity organization!
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Feast of the Immaculate Conception—December 8th

I

t‟s important to understand
what the doctrine of the Immaculate Conception is and

La Purisima Inmaculada Concepcion
by Bartolome Esteban Murillo, 1678,
now in Museo del Prado, Spain

what it is not. Some people think
the term refers to Christ‟s conception in Mary‟s womb without the
intervention of a human father;
but that is the Virgin Birth. Others
think the Immaculate Conception
means Mary was conceived "by
the power of the Holy Spirit," in
the way Jesus was, but that, too,
is incorrect. The Immaculate Conception means that Mary, whose
conception was brought about the
normal way, was conceived without original sin or its stain—that‟s
what "immaculate" means: without stain. The essence of original
sin consists in the deprivation of
sanctifying grace, and its stain is a
corrupt nature. Mary was preserved from these defects by
God‟s grace; from the first instant
of her existence she was in the

St Monica’s Hosts Annual Retreat

T

he Serra Club of North Central Dallas held
it‟s Annual Retreat at St. Monica Catholic
Church on November 4th, 2011 with Father Jason Cargo as Retreat Master. The Retreat
began at 8:00 with Father Jason celebrating Mass
and was followed by breakfast in the Retreat Center. The Retreat was divided into four one hour
sessions with a lunch break at noon. Each session
consisted of a one half hour conference for inFr Jason Cargo
struction followed by a one half hour period for
personal reflection and prayer. The chapel and the
prayer garden were available to aid in quiet contemplation. The fourth
session included Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and the opportunity for Reconciliation.
The theme of this year‟s Retreat was “How Do We Live in Divine
Providence?”. This was inspired by Father Jason‟s study of the classic
work “Abandonment to Divine Providence” by Jean Pierre Caussade,
S.J. He began by asking “Why do we need to live according to divine
providence? He answered by quoting the famous
song by Frank Sinatra And now, the end is near;
And so I face the final curtain.
My friend, I'll say it clear,
I'll state my case, of which I'm certain.
I've lived a life that's full.
I've traveled each and ev'ry highway;
But more, much more than this,
I did it — my way.
Tammy Grady

state of sanctifying grace and was implies more than that (and it
free from the corrupt nature origi- never mentions the word for
nal sin brings.
"daughter"). The grace given to
Mary is at once permanent and of
When discussing the Immaculate
a unique kind.Kecharitomene is a
Conception, an implicit reference
perfect passive participle of
may be found in the angel‟s greetcharitoo, meaning "to fill or ening to Mary. The angel Gabriel
dow with grace." Since this term
said, "Hail, full of grace, the Lord
is in the perfect tense, it indicates
is with you" (Luke 1:28). The
that Mary was graced in the past
phrase "full of grace" is a translabut with continuing effects in the
tion of the Greek word kecharitopresent. So, the grace Mary enmene. It therefore expresses a
joyed was not a result of the ancharacteristic quality of Mary.
gel‟s visit. In fact, Catholics hold,
The traditional translation, "full of it extended over the whole of her
grace," is better than the one
life, from conception onward. She
found in many recent versions of was in a state of sanctifying grace
the New Testament, which give
from the first moment of her exissomething along the lines of
tence.
"highly favored daughter." Mary
Catholic Answers
was indeed a highly favored
daughter of God, but the Greek
www.catholic.com
This is the antithesis of living according to divine providence. And it
has been described as the “Theme Song in Hell”. Divine providence is
deciding between „thy‟ and „my‟!
Because he had a wedding at 11:00 Fr Jason asked Tammy Grady, a
Consecrated Woman, to fill in for him. Tammy has a full vocation in
the Church and lives in a community but canonically is a lay woman.
She outlined three steps to have God‟s divine providence in our lives:
1 We must believe in God‟s providence. He is not just a watchmaker.
2 We must believe that God is present in our lives every day. We
must live in the present moment.
3 We must conform our will to God‟s will. We like to be in control.
All left the Retreat with a renewed sense of the importance of God‟s
will in their lives and a new appreciation for the importance to Divine
Providence.
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Photo Gallery

Photos taken at the November 4th
Annual Serran Retreat

