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MARK
YOUR
CALENDAR
December 6
6:30 a.m. St. Marks
1st Friday Mass and Breakfast

Sunday, November 10
9:15 a.m. Holy Trinity Seminary
Mass with the Seminarians
Donuts after Mass

December 15
3 p.m. Christmas Party
Simoneaux House
December 25
Jesus’ Birthday
January 1
New Year
January 3
6:30 a.m. St. Marks
1st Friday Mass and Breakfast
January 5
St Andrew Dinner (College)
January 15-19
Serra USAC Super Weekend
January 20
6p.m. Monthly Dinner
Canyon Creek Country Club
January 29
Ordination of Bishop Olson
February 9
9:15 a.m. Mass
Holy Trinity Seminary

Visit these
Serra web sites...
North Central Dallas
Serra Club
www.ncdserraclub.com
Serra USA Council
www.serraus.org
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Three Things in Life
Fr. Stephen Bierschenk was born
in Ft Worth and attended St. Alice School for 1st through 3rd
grade. The family then moved to
Weatherford and he eventually
went to Holy Trinity Seminary
and the University of Dallas. He
is the oldest of 14 children in the
family and has 34 nieces and
nephews. Ran marathons before
his knees became to old and is a
SCUBA diver and model train
enthusiast.
After being Parochial Vicar at St.
Elizabeth in Bonham, St.
Augustine and St. Thomas Aquinas both in Dallas, St Michael in
McKinney ,Holy Family in Van
Alstyne Father is back where he
started as an associate at St.
Monica in Dallas.
After 37 years as a priest and
many talks to various Serra Clubs
through the area, Father thought
it was a good time to change up
the talk. There of course can be
no none answers to exactly how
to fill the classrooms up at the
seminary so a different subject
would be just as entertaining.
Father Bierschenk decided to talk
to the group about three things
God has taught him through the
years.
1-You don’t really know what
you think you really know. As a
new priest, he and his classmates
thought they learned everything
they needed to know. Then they
spent a lot of time calling each
other saying “Here is something
else they didn’t teach us in the
seminary. “ The first month as an
assistant at St Monica, a family
from Peru came to ask Fr. Bierschenk to do a funeral for their
son who died of cancer at the age
of 22. They wanted help with
funeral and he thought he knew
how to do funerals. This proved

him wrong. The young man was
laid out in the family home.
Every day Father had to go to the
home to say prayers for three
days, then the funeral Mass and
then anniversary Masses on the
30th day, 3 month, 6 month and 1
year of the funeral. He just did it
because it was the right thing to
do. Family members still at St.
Monica now that he is back remembers him as being nice but
he looks at it as just doing what
was right.
Just as any young priest, he
couldn’t wait to be a pastor.
Well, he had no clue what that
meant! After 12 years he was
assigned as pastor to St. Elizabeth in Bonham.. They had no
priest since 1917. He had no clue
how a parish ran. He had to learn
along with those original 80 parishioners. After 2 1/2 years and
over 200 parishioners the Baptists started worrying that the
Catholics would take over the
town.
The first class Father got a letter
grade of “D” was Spanish in college. Two years of Spanish and
he never became a good student
of Spanish. After Bonham, Father Bierschenk was assigned to
go to St. Augustine which is primarily a Spanish speaking parish. He learned early though how
to say go see Fr. Mooney in
Spanish. He reminds us that we
don’t know where God is going
to take us. Trust that God will
take care of us in each circumstance. Everyone is going to be
happy in the end if you just do
what God wants us to do.
2-You don’t really need to know
where you are going. You don’t
know what God has in store for
you. Fr. Gieshant (sp) was in a
prison camp and wrote a book

about the experience that Father
Bierschenk takes to hear. The
message is take me where you
think I need to be. An example in
his life was once he was called to
go to Parkland Hospital. While
taking care of the parishioner and
the family, there was a man hovering waiting in the sidelines.
When Father finishes with the
family, the man comes over
about his friend who had jumped
off a diving board, broke his neck
and was having surgery. The
family had been trying to find a
priest all day and there was one
finally that walked into their
lives. God places you where you
need to be.
3- The most important thing God
shows is there is always more
wonderful things then you can
imagine. A parishioner, Linda,
was in desperate need of a kidney
transplant and had been dealing
with two years of declining
health, found a donor, surgery
three months ago, and then fell
and broke her hip. Linda was in
church with her father and person
who donated kidney a few weeks
ago, just a reminder of there is
never anything hopeless. God is
working through the troubles of
our lives.
As a priest, Father says he is always in the best parts of people’s
lives, sacraments and share and
strengthen them in the rough
times. All people feel closer to
God because of the work that
God gives the priests to do.
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Keep Praying for Vocations

Why are we Serrans? At our retreat, Fr. Rueben Chen Spoke on how we, as people of
God, are holy. How awesome it is that we, as such a miniscule part of the universe, as
part of the past, present and future Body of Christ, are known personally by God! As insignificant as we are, how do we help as Serrans? If we, in our work with parishes for
vocations, can increase the awareness of God in ONE parish Family, perhaps a child of
that family may consider the vocation of religious life. If we, in our support for seminarians, can encourage, in some small way, ONE seminarian to persevere to clearly hear
God's call and become a priest, then the world will be that much richer. We will never
know if our efforts have a direct effect.
BUT, I was fortunate enough to answer the call 50 years ago. I didn't stay very long.
(Only 6 of my class of 41 were ordained. ) But we had NO Serrans at that time. We
really had no visible means of support other than our parents. Even our friends took polls
on when we would leave the seminary. Our only contact with Laity was Nancy, the high school girl who hung
around the library trying to attract the young men. The retention rates were extremely low. Here, at HTS, they
are incredibly high. Support from us has to be helping. Perhaps we cannot see it, but when we greet these young
people at the seminary for Mass, or at the welcome dinner, or hand out hamburgers to them and their families, we
help. And what does that do? Each priest that is ordained helps to bring the word of God to others. Exponentially. Like a rock thrown in a pool it has a ripple effect. And we have had a small part in making that happen.
And in this secular world, that is SO very important. Thank you for being Serrans.
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Who is Junipero Serra? We will be able to find out a little more about our patron if we
watch an upcoming series on EWTN. It does not appear to be very long. It will run
from November 20-24 and be recapped on November 24 at 6:30 PM (in case you miss
the other nights). Set your DVRS.
First Friday Mass in December is a very special Mass. It is being said for
James Hogan, our member who passed away earlier in the year. It is dedicated by the
North Central Dallas Serrans. It will be at 6:30 AM at St. Marks with breakfast to follow.
Do not forget to save the date for our annual Christmas Party on December 15.
Don and Carolyn Simoneaux have graciously opened their home for this. Watch for
more on this later.
Since this will be the last Newsletter before Christmas, Mary and I extend
warmest greetings to you and your loved ones for the birthday of our Lord. Merry
Christmas.

A Jewish couple has a son who is a holy terror. When he gets to be of age, he's kicked out of
every school they put him in. Finally desperate, the father goes to the Rabbi for advice and the
Rabbi says put him in the Catholic school. Shocked, the father asks if the Rabbi sure. "Yes" is
the reply, so the father takes him to the nuns and leaves.
An hour goes by, then two hours, lunch time and finally at three the son comes in says "Good
afternoon Papa, good afternoon Mama," goes to the table and starts on his homework. The
father is amazed and finally ask why he stayed in school all day and why he is behaving so
well. His son looks up and says "Papa when you left, the Mother Superior told me that they did
not allow rowdy boys, then she took me to my room. Papa they mean business! They've got a
Jew nailed on a Cross in every room!"
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Chaplain’s Corner
Advent: A Season of Waiting
+ the beginning of the Church Year, and preparation for the second coming of Christ
The theme of Advent is, “stay awake … be alert.” Christ is going to come back. We don’t
know when, but it’s an obvious precaution to be prepared at any time. Common sense tells us
that it doesn’t mean quitting our jobs, or having sleepless nights. It means we prepare by putting our life and our world in order to that we can sleep soundly. “Staying awake” and being “alert” means being aware that we are waiting for Jesus to come back.

We are watchful and ready.
The word Advent comes from the Latin word meaning “coming.” The Lord has come and has promised to
come again.
We remember that every year at this time we celebrate his first coming … sometimes we can lose the
feeling of expectation and joyful anticipation, because at the end of the season, everything seems to return to
normal again.
During Advent we recall the history of God’s people and reflect on how the prophecies and promises of the Old
Testament were fulfilled. This gives us a background for the present. In Advent we reflect on the past record of
God’s promises and begin to understand what it means to us now in our own time, and our future and that of our
world.
The Season of Advent
In the season of Advent, we are invited by the Prophet Isaiah: "Say to those who are fearful of heart. Be strong,
fear not! Behold, your God ... will come and save you" (Is 35,4).
Advent begins with Sunday, December 1, 2013 this year + the Sunday following the Solemnity of
Christ the King. It lasts until the eve of December 24, 2013.
As Christmas approaches, it becomes more urgent to prepare our hearts to welcome the Messiah. The
one awaited by the people will certainly come and his salvation will be for us all.
Advent gives us a twofold vision; it looks back to the first coming of Christ at Bethlehem, and it looks to
the future when Christ will come again. In the time between these two events we find meaning for our lives as
Christians.
It is the beginning of the Church Year, starting four Sundays before December 25 th . It is a time to remember
the birth of the Christ Child & the future Second Coming of Christ as Judge of the World.
The Advent Wreath
The Advent wreath is primarily a home tradition that has found a place in Advent celebrations in Church.
The Advent wreath has four candles: three purple and one pink. There may be a fifth white candle in the center.
The candles are normally set in a wreath of evergreen branches. The circular shape as a sign of God’s everlasting
love; the evergreen as a sign of life even in the cold of winter.
The first purple candle is lit on the First Sunday in Advent. On the Second Sunday two purple candles are lit.
On the Third Sunday the two purple candles are relit along with the pink candle. This is Gaudete Sunday … a
day of joy because Christmas is so close. On the Fourth Sunday in Advent all the candles are lit.

Fr. Cliff
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It is with sadness to inform you of the recent death of Mrs. Vera Duesman,
Duesman the mother of the Reverend Monsignors Leon and Jerry Duesman and sister of Bishop Thomas Tschoepe. Obituary from Slay Memorial Funeral Center:
Vera Duesman, 95, of Pilot Point, passed away Sunday, November 24, 2013 in her home. Vera was born June 14, 1918
in Pilot Point, TX to Louis and Catherine (Sloan) Tschoepe. She married Albert Frank Duesman on June 11, 1938 in Pilot
Point and moved to their farm east of Pilot Point, where they built a home and raised a family of eight, seven sons and
one daughter.
A wake service was held November 29, 2013 at St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic Church in Pilot Point, TX. A Mass of Christian Burial was held Saturday, November 30, 2013 at St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic Church.
Donations may be made to Albert and Vera Duesman Memorial Scholarship, c/o Pilot Point Educational Foundation, P.
O. Box 1289, Pilot Point, TX 76258 and to Shepherd's Storehouse, P. O. Box 826, Pilot Point, TX 76258.

Lou Neeb receiving his 10 year pin.

Darwin Hutchinson receiving his 10 year pin.

31 Club

The 31 Club is a commitment by
Serrans to attend Mass and pray for vocations
on a specific day each month. If you wish to participate in this important ministry please e-mail
Hank Himmelberg at
hankhimmelberg@verizon.net
1st
1st
2nd
2nd
2nd
2nd
3rd
4th
4th
5th
6th
7th
7th
7th
8th
9th
9th
10th
11th
12th
13th
14th
15th
15th

Jerry Hurster
Joan Heiting
Mike Maxwell
Dolores Maxwell
Dick Park
Katie Park
Bill Crowley
Mike Holmes
Ida Keptner
Bob Baillargeon
John Fitzpatrick
Betty Monaghan
Bill Condon
Vince Ahern
Lou Neeb
Peter La Fave
Mary La Fave
Vicki Dean
Jim Duffy
Mark Venincasa
Jack Tromba
Don Simoneaux
Jeff Hardage

16th
17th
18th
18th
19th
20th
21st
21st
21st
22nd
23rd
24th
24th
24th
25th
26th
27th
27th
27th
28th
28th
29th
30th
31st

Anyone interested in submitting articles to the “Serra Mensajero” is
welcome to email marie.baert@verizon.net. Articles should be submitted no later than the 25th of each month if you want it in the current newsletter. Have pictures to share from an event? Submit them
to Marie for publication!

Hank Himmelberg
John Fitzpatrick
Ann Larriviere
Rod Larriviere
Tony Schmidt
Doug Biglen
Veronica Biglen
Bill Higgins

Ralph Armstrong

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS
Vince Ahren
Leo Heiting
Warren Schneider
Mike Stevens

7th
27th
27th
30th

Continue to Lift Up in
Prayer
Bernadette Johnson
Jo Ficalora

Chris Taylor
Leo Heiting
Warren Schneider
Bill Larsen
Bonnie Larsen
Katy Warren
Ron Keptner

DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES
Bill and Kathy Crowley 4th
Tom and Belle Marie Demaresrt
19th

Serra Mensajero

is the North Central
Dallas monthly newsletter which reports
activities, provides news to members and
supports Club goals.
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SERRAN ANNUAL RETREAT
In observance of Blessed Junipero Serra’s 300th Anniversary of
his birth, the annual retreat was on November 9. Seventeen people attended the retreat lead by Fr. Ruben Chen at St. Elizabeth
Ann Seton Church. Read the President’s Column on Page 2 for
more about what was discussed and pondered at the retreat.
Picture by Katy Warren

ANNOUNCEMENT FROM ROME
His Holiness, Pope Francis named Rev. Msgr. Michael F. Olson, 47, a priest of the Diocese of
Fort Worth and currently the rector of Irving-based Holy Trinity Seminary, the fourth bishop of
the Catholic Diocese of Fort Worth.
Bishop-elect Olson will be ordained bishop and installed as Bishop of Fort Worth on January
29, 2014 at a 2 p.m. Mass in the Fort Worth Convention Center, 1201 Houston Street. He will
become the second youngest bishop in the United States to lead a diocese. The youngest
bishop is fellow seminary classmate Bishop Oscar Cantú of the Diocese of Las Cruces, New
Mexico. Both are graduates of the St. Mary Seminary in Houston.
Bishop-elect Olson is the first priest of the Diocese of Fort Worth to be named a bishop. He
will lead a fast-growing diocese of an estimated 710,000 Catholics in 90 parishes in the 28county North Texas region.
He succeeds Bishop Kevin Vann who was appointed Bishop of Orange, California in September 2012 by Pope Benedict
XVI.
"I am very humbled and deeply moved by Pope Francis' appointment of me to serve as the Bishop of Fort Worth,” Bishopelect Olson said. “In a very special way, I am delighted to return home to the Diocese of Fort Worth to serve the priests,
deacons, religious, and all of the faithful as their bishop."
Bishop-elect Olson, a native of Illinois, was ordained a priest of the Catholic Diocese of Fort Worth on June 3, 1994 by the
late Bishop Joseph Delaney at St. Patrick Cathedral. His first assignment was as the parochial vicar—an associate pastor—of St. Michael Parish in Bedford where he served from July 1994 through June 1997.
Bishop-elect Olson was recipient of the Basselin Scholarship at the Catholic University of America where he earned his
bachelor and master degrees in philosophy in 1988 and 1989, respectively. In 1997, he entered St. Louis University Center
for Health Care Ethics for doctoral studies and continued his studies there through June 2001. From July 2001 to May
2006, he served as formation adviser at St. Mary’s Seminary in Houston. In July 2006, he became pastor of St. Peter the
Apostle Parish in Fort Worth where he served until June 2008. Concurrently, he served as the Vicar General in the administration of Bishop Vann. In July 2008, he was assigned as the rector of Holy Trinity Seminary in Irving where he currently
serves. While rector Bishop-elect Olson earned his doctorate in moral theology at Academia Alfonsiana in Rome. On May
6, 2010 Pope Benedict XVI granted him the Papal Honor of Chaplain to His Holiness with the title of “monsignor.” He has
served as the community representative to the Houston-based University of Texas Medical Center’s Ethics Committee for
Research Involving Human Subjects.
Bishop-elect Olson was born on June 29, 1966 in Park Ridge, Illinois, the son of Ronald G. and Janice Fetzer Olson. He
has three sisters, Mary Elizabeth Rogers, Patricia Tucker and Lizbeth Schweitzer. He was reared in Des Plaines, Illinois,
where his family was a member of St. Mary Parish. He received his high school diploma from Quigley Preparatory Seminary
North in 1984 and became a seminarian the same year for the Archdiocese of Chicago.
The new bishop will be ordained and installed Wednesday, January 29, 2014 at a 2 p.m. Mass in the Fort Worth Convention Center. Bishop-elect Olson will be ordained by Archbishop Gustavo García-Siller. Archbishop Viganò, representing
His Holiness Pope Francis, will participate in the ordination.

