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Friday, December 5 
1st Friday Mass, Breakfast  
6:30 a.m. 
St. Mark’s 
 
Sunday, December 14 
Annual Club Christmas Party 
 
Thursday, December 25 
Christmas 
 
Sunday, December 7 
Mass at Holy Trinity Seminary 
9:15 a.m. 
 
Friday, January 2 
1st Friday Mass, Breakfast  
6:30 a.m. 
St. Mark’s 
 
January 15-18 
Serra North America Rally 
Houston, TX 
 
Monday, January  19 
Dinner Meeting 
6 p.m. 
Canyon Creek Country Club 
 
Friday, February 6 
1st Friday Mass, Breakfast  
6:30 a.m. 
St. Mark’s 
 
Saturday, February 7 
Serran Retreat 
9:00 a.m. 
All Saints Catholic Church 

Serra MensajeroSerra MensajeroSerra MensajeroSerra Mensajero  is the North 
Central Dallas monthly newsletter 
which reports activities, provides 
news to members and supports 
Club goals.  
 
Editor, Marie Baert  

Visit  these  

Serra web sites... 

North Central Dallas 

Serra Club 

www.ncdserraclub.com 

 

Serra USA Council 

www.serraus.org 

MARK 

YOUR 

CALENDARS 
Father Bernard Marton, 

O. Cist. graduated from Jesuit 

in 1960. He was using his 

baptismal name Anthony 

then. His mom named him 

Anthony. In the Cistercian 

order, they receive a great 

saints name at ordination. 

Was born and raised in Buda-

pest Hungry. He was the 

youngest of 5 by ten years. 

His mother was in her 40’s 

when he was born. It was sup-

posed to be a very difficult 

pregnancy and she was urged 

to end the pregnancy.  She 

said absolutely not. She 

prayed to St. Anthony, the 

patron saint of lost causes. 

She prayed to him and said if 

this child is fine at the end, 

they would name the baby 

Anthony. His mother gave 

him a statue of St. Anthony 

when he left home at the age 

of 15 years old. St. Anthony 

has traveled with him ever 

since. 

The family was very, very 

poor. Both parents were peas-

ants. His mom went to school 

through the 4th grade; his dad 

went through 6th grade. All of 

their children went to high 

school and some beyond. 

When the 1956 revolution 

broke out, they were very 

happy but it was a doomed 

cause from the beginning. 

One of Fr. Bernard’s brothers 

had been a Cistercian priest 

since 1943 and his dad was a 

former police officer, so once 

the war broke out, the family 

was declared enemies of the 

state. There was no way for 

him to get ahead if he had 

stayed in Budapest. When the 

revolution failed, there was a 

time element of two or three 

weeks and the iron curtain 

was raised for that short 

amount of time, a quick deci-

sion was made for Anthony to 

leave and go to the U.S. On 

November 19, 1956 in a 

bomb shelter his parents de-

cided to send him. His next 

older brother, wife, and two 

children (twins) where plan-

ning on leaving the next day 

for Pittsburg where the wife 

had family. The children were 

sick and the arrangements 

were already made, so the 

decision was made for An-

thony to leave in their place. 

The plan was for Fr. Bernard 

to meet up with total strang-

ers. He left the house on No-

vember 20 with only a few 

things: statue of  St. Anthony, 

two addresses in Austria 

where his brother, Fr. Henry 

had studied theology and an 

address in Wichita Falls, 52 

cents, a satchel, a sweater and 

a diary. The sweater was 

made from insulation that his 

dad brought home from the 

insulation factory that he was 

a night watchman and his 

mom knitted it for him. He 

wrote in the diary every day 

of his 13 month journey and 

has translated it and going to 

publish the book in the next 

year. 

He was told that he was leav-

ing tomorrow morning at 

7a.m. and would meet a cou-

ple in the town square and 

they will get you to Austria. 

He packed up his satchel and 

food for one day. He went 

and served Mass and went to 

confession before he met the 

couple at the transformer sta-

tion. He saw a couple, walked 

up to them and said, “So how 

are we going to do this?” The 

couple suggested they should 

hop on supply trucks out of 

town but the trucks didn’t 

come. Fr. suggested they try 

the trains even though they 

had not been running for sev-

eral days. Low and behold, 

there was a train at 9 a.m. and 

they agreed to pay for his 

ticket. He did not know that 

this was the wrong couple. 

Anthony did not know this. 

His brother saw the original 

man the next day and asked 

where Anthony was. The cou-

ple had chickened out and 

didn’t show up at the trans-

former station. No one knew 

where Anthony was and An-

thony didn’t know he was 

with the wrong couple. The 

only way he was able to com-

municate with his family was 

through Radio Free Europe 

and Fr. was supposed to send 

word when he was okay. His 

message was “the Potmaker 

sends word everything is 

fine”.  On the train they met a 

new couple. He gave a story 

that that he had relatives near 

the border and this couple 

said they had relatives in the 

same village and they should 

all travel together. They 

changed trains half way 

through the journey which 

would then take him directly 

to the border. These couples 

had plenty of cash since they 

had liquidated their property. 
Continued on Page 5 with pic-

t u r e s .                                    
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President’s Focus 

 

My dear fellow Serrans, 
On November 9

th
, many of us from NCD Serra went to Holy Trinity Seminary 

for Mass and fellowship with the seminarians. At Mass we saw the young seminarians 
sitting straight in the pews, giving reverence to the celebration of the Mass. Each was 
in his suit with tie and looked very nice. They all sang, they all prayed, they all are go-
ing through the discernment process with their hearts fully engaged. It is so comfort-
ing to know that these young men are in our Lord’s hand going through their training 
to be a parish priest for the many dioceses they come from. 

 
What caught my ear during Mass was at the prayer of intentions; one of the 

requested prayers was to “not go through life coasting”. That request really jumped 
out at me and made me question my commitment to all of the parts of my life I am involved with. Church 
life, husband life, father life, papa life, work life, volunteer life, Serra life, etc. 

 
 So the question to me and you is, are we coasting through our responsibilities or going full 

steam ahead to do the best job we can in all that we do? Do we just join the family events and watch 

Not Coasting Through Life 

from the couch or do we get involved? Many times 
through our lives our circle of responsibilities can get 
off balance, like a tire on our car. Out of balance can 
make the whole life bumpy. Sometimes we need to 
sit back, evaluate what we are doing and get rebal-
anced so we can do handle all of our responsibilities. 
There is no doubt in my mind that all of you are com-
mitted to our Catholic Church, the Bride of Christ, if 
this were not so, you would not be involved in the 
Serra Club. Are we balanced or just coasting through 
your life, do we need to rebalance our priorities so 
we are not just letting life pass us by or having some-

one else pick up the slack? 
 
My prayer for all of you is to ask yourself, ask your wife, ask your chil-

dren, as your Priest to help you get rebalanced. They are great advisors and 
sometimes painfully so, but in the long run, we are better off. 

 
 God bless to you, your families, your parish and your parish Priest. 

  

  Mike Holmes 

Terri asked her Sunday School class to draw pictures of their favorite Bible stories. She was puzzled 

by Kyle's picture, which showed four people on an airplane, so she asked him which story it was 

meant to represent. "The flight to Egypt," said Kyle.  

"I see ... And that must be Mary, Joseph, and Baby Jesus," Ms. Terri said. 

"But who's the fourth person?" 

"Oh, that's Pontius -- the Pilot!"  
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Chaplain’s Corner 

Neither the New Testament nor the early Church fathers mentioned the date of Je-
sus' birth, although they offer details of the circumstances surrounding His birth.  For 
the early Church, enduring persecution, it was simply not important relative to the 
more important event of Christ’s death and Resurrection.  It was only as they realized 
the significance of the Incarnation, God entering into Creation and the human condi-
tion that the date of Christ’s birth begin to seem important. Not until the year 336 do 
we find the first mention of a celebration of Christ's birth.  Speculation on the proper 
date began in the 3rd and 4th centuries, when the idea of fixing Christ's birthday 
started. Quite a controversy arose among Church leaders. Some were opposed to such a celebration. 
 
Origen (185-254) wrote: "In the Scriptures, no one is recorded to have kept a feast or held a great ban-
quet on his birthday. It is only sinners who make great rejoicings over the day in which they were born 
into this world." 
 
In 525 Pope John I commissioned a calendar for feasts of the Church.  Surprisingly, not only did the 
scholars preparing the calendar get Christ's birth wrong by several years, but His supposed December 
25

th
 birthday, was also off.  The earliest mention of the observance on Dec. 25th is in the Roman prac-

tice of the year 336. This date was probably chosen as a balance to the popular pagan feast of the Na-
talis Solis Invicti (Birth of the Unconquered Sun) by the celebration of the birth of the 'Sun of Righteous-
ness' and its observance in the West, made popular by Pope Liberius in 354, seems to have spread out-
ward from Rome after about 360 A.D. 
 
Clement of Alexandria suggesting the 20th of May, the celebration of the anniversary does not appear to 
have been general till the later 4th century.  In 243, an official feast calendar of the time placed the date 
of Christ's birth as March 28

th
. Other dates suggested were April 2

nd
 and November 18

th
.  In the East, 

January 6 was suggested. 
 
 Simply speaking, the date chosen had nothing to do with biblical precedent and everything to do with 
ecclesiastical authority. Although two thousand years past, we can at least determine the probable sea-
son of His birth, and all scriptural indications argue against a December or any other winter date.  
 

 In Jerusalem and nearby Bethlehem, December and January were the winter months of 
increased precipitation in Christ's time, when the roads became practically unusable and 
people stayed mostly indoors.  The Gospels note that at the time of Christ's birth, the shep-
herds were tending their flocks in the fields at night. A common practice of shepherds was 
keeping their flocks in the field from April to October, but in the cold and rainy winter 
months they took their flocks back home and sheltered them.  

 
Likewise, the census described in the Gospel of Luke points to an earlier month than December.  The 
Roman rulers knew that taking a census in winter would have been impractical and unpopular. Generally 
a census would take place after the harvest season, around September or October, when it would not 
seriously affect the economy, the weather was good and the roads were still dry enough to allow easy 
travel.  
 
 The best “guess-timate” for the birth of Jesus Christ would likely be between April and September.  But 
in the final analysis, it is not so important that we celebrate the precise date of the birth of Jesus, but the 
creation-changing event of God becoming Man F God entering into the human condition to transform it 
and bring salvation and redemption: that’s the real meaning of Christmas! 

                                                                                Fr. Clifford Smith, Chaplain  

When Was Jesus Christ Born?When Was Jesus Christ Born?When Was Jesus Christ Born?When Was Jesus Christ Born? 



 

 

DECEMBERDECEMBERDECEMBERDECEMBER    
BIRTHDAYSBIRTHDAYSBIRTHDAYSBIRTHDAYS    

    
Vince Ahern Vince Ahern Vince Ahern Vince Ahern             7777    
Leo HeitingLeo HeitingLeo HeitingLeo Heiting            27272727    
Warren SchneiderWarren SchneiderWarren SchneiderWarren Schneider        27272727    
Mike StevensMike StevensMike StevensMike Stevens            30303030    

    
DECEMBER DECEMBER DECEMBER DECEMBER     

ANNIVERSARIESANNIVERSARIESANNIVERSARIESANNIVERSARIES    
Bill and Kathy CrowleyBill and Kathy CrowleyBill and Kathy CrowleyBill and Kathy Crowley         4 4 4 4    
Tom and Bella Marie DemarestTom and Bella Marie DemarestTom and Bella Marie DemarestTom and Bella Marie Demarest    19191919    

Serra MensajeroSerra MensajeroSerra MensajeroSerra Mensajero September 2011September 2011September 2011September 2011     Page 3  Page 3  Page 3  Page 3   Serra Mensajero                                             Serra Mensajero                                             Serra Mensajero                                             Serra Mensajero                                             September 2011                                                                Page 5 
Serra Mensajero                                             Serra Mensajero                                             Serra Mensajero                                             Serra Mensajero                                             December2014                                                                Page 4 

    
PRAY INTENTIONSPRAY INTENTIONSPRAY INTENTIONSPRAY INTENTIONS    

    
Linda O’MalleyLinda O’MalleyLinda O’MalleyLinda O’Malley    
Mary LaFaveMary LaFaveMary LaFaveMary LaFave    

    
And for the repose of And for the repose of And for the repose of And for the repose of 

the soul of the soul of the soul of the soul of     
The mother of Bishop  The mother of Bishop  The mother of Bishop  The mother of Bishop  
Mark Seitz of El PasoMark Seitz of El PasoMark Seitz of El PasoMark Seitz of El Paso    
    

31 Club  The 31 Club is a commitment by 
Serrans to attend Mass and  pray for vocations on a 
specific day each month. If you wish to participate in 
this important ministry please e-mail Hank Himmelberg 
at  hankhimmelberg@verizon.net 

1st   
1st   
1st    
2nd 
2nd 
2nd 
2nd 
3rd 
4th 
4th 
5th 
6th 
7th 
8th 
9th 
9th 
10th 
11th 
12th 
13th 
14th 
15th 
15th 
16th 
17th 

   

18th 
18th 
19th 
20th 
21st 
21st 
22nd 
23rd 
24th 
24th 
25th 
26th 
27th 
27th 
27th 
28th 
28th 
29th 
30th 
31st 

Jerry Hurster   
Joan Heiting 
Ed Johnson 
Dick Park 
Katie Park 
Mike Maxwell 
Dolores Maxwell 
Bill Crowley 
Ida Keptner 
Mike Holmes 
Bob Baillargeon 
John Fitzpatrick 
Bill Condon 
Lou Neeb 
Peter LaFave 
Mary LaFave 
Vicki Dean 
Jim Duffy 
Mark Venincasa 
 
John Tromba 
Don Simoneaux 
Warren Schneider 
Hank Himmelberg 
John Fitzpatrick                    

Rob Larriviere 
Ann Larriviere 
 
Tony Schmidt 
Doug Biglen  
Veronica Biglen 
 
 
Ralph Armstrong 
Kay Hogan 
Kathi Thompson 
 
Warren Schneider 
Chris Taylor 
Leo Heiting 
Bill Larsen 
Bonnie Larsen 
 
Katy Warren 
Ron Kepner 

      A Huge Thank You 
This isn’t said often enough to Bill Crowley. Bill arranges every month for the First Friday breakfast. Others 
help which is greatly appreciated but it is Bill that goes to get the foodand makes sure the food is piping hot 
when members come after Mass. Thank you so much for this ministry Bill. We really appreciate all of his time. 

Save the Date-Serran Retreat  

The Serra Club of North Central Dallas will be holding it’s annual re-

treat for members on Saturday, February 7. The day will start with 

Mass at 9:00 a.m. The Mass and retreat will be at All Saints Catholic 

Church, 5231 Meadowcreek Drive, Dallas. There will be more details 

at next month’s dinner meeting, First Friday breakfast and here in this 

newsletter. 

 

Fr. Alfonse, who has been rumored to say is one of the best homilists in 

the Dallas Diocese will be conducting the retreat.  

 

Annual Christmas Party 
When: Sunday, December 14 

Where: Home of Don and Carolyn Simoneaux,  
3201 Melanie Lane, Plano, 75023 

Time: 3 p.m. to 6 p.m. 

Bring: Food to share. Your group leader will 
give further instruction. 

GIVING TUESDAY 
Holy Trinity Seminary posted on their Facebook page this weekend that “Giving 

Tuesday” is this Tuesday, December 2nd. Giving Tuesday is a national day of 

giving. You can check out more here http://www.givingtuesday.org/.  The Semi-

nary is asking to remember them on this day. They are in need of sprinklers for 

the property. This is something that is not in the budget.  

 

The above website gives this description of the day “It’s a simple idea. Just find a 

way for your family, your community, or your organization to come together to 

give something more. Then tell everyone you can about how you are giving. Join 
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While talking to the conductor and he told them that there is one long curve before the station that a lot of people jump off. 

Don’t jump off. He assured them that he would come get them at the end and make sure they would get safely off the train. 

The conductor let them out at the end through the service exit. They were told to go to this particular place where his cousin 

will help them. They saw Russian soldiers picking up some of the people that had jumped off. This person then sent them to 

another cousin. Some gypsy girls started following them approached them and said they would take them to the border. On 

the way there, they gypsies said they weren’t going any further. The five started walking in the direction the gypsies told 

them to go. Someone ran out at one point and said you are crazy, there are big search lights that scan the area every so often 

and you will be caught. Walk this way, up this hill and you will find what you are looking for. Sometime during this point, 

Father noticed his foot was hurting really bad. He was wearing shoes that his dad had repaired with a patch on the bottom 

with a metal nail, not a wooden nail.  The house they were going to helped with the foot drew a very detailed map, and then 

the owner of the house actually took them part of the way. He was a solider that deserted and he had a very detailed map of 

the border. They were looking for watch towers and didn’t know if they were manned or not. They saw very bright lights 

and that must be Austria because there were no bright lights in Hungry. They started heading in that direction and heard lots 

of shooting and chaos. It was some of the people that had escaped the train made it that far and the watchmen where after 

those people, not manning the towers. Upon crossing the border they found a little building used for road construction which 

had a sign stating refugees would be picked up in the morning. There was something to eat, there were other people and then 

next morning the border patrol came and picked them up. The five were taken to the next town and was processed as refu-

gees. Father did lose contact with both families when they got separated. At that point, he was under the protection of the 

National Red Cross. There were many wrong turns literally for Father along the way to get to the United States. Thought he 

knew better at one point and left on one train rather than waiting 30 more minutes for the right train. When he finally flew t 

the U.S. he didn’t know what his brother looked like. He didn’t know any English but when he got off the plane the first 

person he met was a Hungarian Arabic person that helped him. 

 

In March Fr. Bernard is going to run the Rome marathon and it will be his 200th race. 31 full marathons. 

Trip of a Lifetime continued from page 1 

The sweater that Fr. Bernard’s mother 

knit for him from insulation that his dad 

brought home from the factory. 

Thank you to Chris Taylor, vice president of pro-
grams, for always finding such interesting and 

great speakers for our Monday night dinner pro-

grams.  

The diary that Fr. wrote in all 13 months 

on his journey from Budapest to the 


