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UPCOMING EVENTS
NEXT 2 MONTHS
Sunday, December 5, 2021, 3:00 pm
Club Christmas Party
St. Mark Parish Center, Alma Drive entrance

Tuesday, December 14, 7:00 pm
Monthly Board Meeting (All members welcome)
St. Mark Library, Smyth Center, 1st Floor

Monday, December 20
No Dinner Meeting in December
Thursday, December 23
Redemptoris Mater Seminary Christmas Concert
St. Mark Catholic Church, Plano

Saturday, December 25
Christmas
Tuesday, January 11, 7:00 pm
Monthly Board Meeting (All members welcome)
St. Mark Library, Smyth Center, 1st Floor

January 13–16, 2022
Serra USA Annual Rally
Westin Las Colinas, Irving

Monday, January 17, 6:00 pm (Dinner at 6:30)
Monthly Dinner Meeting
Aboca’s Italian Grill, Richardson

FUTURE EVENTS
February 5–6, 2022
World Day of Prayer for Consecrated Life

Sunday, March 6, 2022, 9:15 am
Mass at Holy Trinity Seminary for N. Central Dallas

Saturday, March 12, 2022, 9:00 am
VAP Mass & Kickoff Brunch
Holy Trinity Seminary

VISIT THESE SERRA WEBSITES
Serra Club of N. Central Dallas: ncdserraclub.com
Serra USA Council: serraus.org
Serra International: serrainternational.org
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 Spiritual Reflection
 Christmas Concert
 Serra Rally 2022 Details
 Birthdays, Anniversaries, 31 Club

President’s
Focus
Christmas is almost
here, and we have a great
opportunity to really get
into the spirit of the season
by attending the Redemptoris Mater concert at St.
Mark the day before
Christmas Eve. It’s also a
great opportunity to meet
the seminarians and priests
from the Dallas seminary
that we1 don’t often get to
visit. See page 3 for more
details.
The Serra Rally coming
up in January provides a
great opportunity to hit the
ground running with our
Serra activities after the
holidays. We will have
opportunities to meet and
exchange ideas with Serrans from other clubs in
our local area as well as
from other parts of Texas
and around the country.
Most of us rarely get to
experience the totality of
what Serra does, and this
conference allows us to do
that without having to hit
the road or fight the
crowds at the airport.
Have a very Blessed
Christmas and a Happy
and Prosperous New Year.

Transitional Deacon Describes
His Journey to the Priesthood
By Larry Montz

Attendees at the North Central Dallas dinner
meeting in November enjoyed a lively talk by Deacon
Lucas De Sales, a seminarian from Redemptoris Mater Seminary in Dallas. He is one of six men expected
to be ordained a priest for the Diocese of Dallas in
June and is serving this year at Santa Clara Catholic
Church in Dallas. He spoke from the heart about his
background, his journey to the priesthood, and his
optimism for the future of the Church.
This was the second time Lucas has spoken at one
of our dinner meetings. The first time was shortly
after he arrived in Dallas when he was one of two
seminarians who accompanied the seminary rector
and spoke briefly about his background. He remembered being at that meeting and observed that his love
of Texas food has added about 30 pounds to his frame
in the years since then.
Lucas grew up in Brazil, the only child of a single
mother. As with many men who enter the priesthood,
he did not experience a dramatic call from God as St.
Paul did on the road to Damascus. His was a very
gradual perception of the Holy Sprit’s call. He began
participating in a Neocatacumunal group in his parish in Brasilia. The Neocatacumunal Way started in
Spain in the 1960’s as a method to help laity live a
more committed Christian life. Their goal is to make
communities like the Holy Family that live in humility, simplicity, and praise.
He began attending group meetings more for the
social aspect than for spiritual growth. The local
(Continued on page 2)
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November Meeting Report
(Continued from page 1)

group was a mixture of older
and younger members, and this
helped Lucas become more open
to relating to all age groups in a
way that participation in a youth
group might not have accomplished.
Lucas slowly began to feel a
call from God. He described it as
being like the action of water
drops on a rock that gradually
eroded his blindness and rePresident
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Keeping “Christmas” in Christmas

sistance to serving the Lord.
He reached a point where he
began to discuss his feelings
with a local priest at a nearby
military base. While serving as a
diocesan priest would have been
more appealing to his mother,
Lucas, chose to serve within his
Neocatacumunal Way community. The Way has an annual
conclave in Italy where the
young men go to discern their
priestly calling. Those who decide to become priests have their
names selected in a lottery and
are invited to enter diocesan
priestly formation at a seminary
that could be in any corner of
the world. Lucas had his name
drawn for the Dallas Diocese,
and he accepted the invitation.
Lucas said his journey to the
priesthood involved not only his
discernment of a vocation but
also gaining his mother’s acceptance that her only child
would be serving the Lord as a
priest in the United States rather
than as a father in Brazil.
During the question and
answer period after his talk, Lucas described how Catholics can
grow closer to God by being
open to the message when they
are first catechized or come to
know the person of Christ and
then ultimately by growing in
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By Don Simoneaux

Every year at this time we hear the refrain, “Keep Christ in
Christmas.” It’s a reminder that Christmas is not just a time for everyone to take time off from work, attend parties, eat and drink too
much, and exchange gifts on December 25. In response, many Catholics who rarely attend Mass pack into the pews at their local church,
swelling attendance to double or triple the usual number.
But then comes the day after Christmas, which has become a day
to buy left over bargains and decorations for next year. After a few
days, decorations are taken down, and exhausted Christmas trees are
stacked for pickup at spots in front of homes or in the alley behind.
At some point everyone has heard and—usually when they were
younger—sung “The Twelve Days of Christmas” without really
knowing what that means. Serrans know that it refers to the fact that
Christmas is a season and not just a day. Traditionally, the twelve
days of Christmas start with Christmas Day itself and end with the
Feast of the Epiphany on January 6, recalling the day when the three
Magi arrived with their gifts for the Christ child. But January 6 is
actually the twelfth day after Christmas.
Having been born in New Orleans and reared in that area, I recall that the Twelfth Night Revelers hold their annual festive ball on
January 6 to kick off the “Carnival” season, which culminates on
Mardi Gras Day, the day before Ash Wednesday.
The Church today extends the Christmas season to include the
Baptism of the Lord, the Sunday after the Epiphany, and churches
keep Christmas decorations in place for the entire season. This year,
Epiphany is January 2, and the Baptism of the Lord is January 9. Few
homes will have decorations on display through the entire season.
knowledge of self and others in
Christ. Some are called to serve
in the priesthood or religious
life, but all are called to grow in
their baptismal promises within
their communities. Lucas was
optimistic about the future of
our Church despite the many
problems we are experiencing
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with indifference among those
in the pews and outright sin
among some clergy. Our personal mission is to use the gifts
God has given us for his greater
glory and to accept God’s will in
every situation. He said we
should do what we can and never lose hope.
Pray for the Healing
Power of God for
Debbie Hutchison
Mary LaFave
Jean & Lou Neeb

31 Club
The 31 Club is a commitment by Serrans to attend Mass or say the rosary to pray for vocations on a specific day each month.
Contact Don Simoneaux (d.simoneaux@computer.org) to participate.
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What is a Serra Rally?
And Why Is It In January?
The Serra International bylaws require the SI board to meet at
the time of the annual international convention to transact Serra
business. The convention is most often in late June, at the beginning
of the Serra year, and the board traditionally meets again in January,
about midway through the year. SI standing committees also conduct meetings at the convention.
The board for Serra’s national council for the United States has
typically also met at the annual convention and again in January.
The national standing committees also meet at those times, and the
council conducts training for U. S. district governors in conjunction
with the January meetings.
The council for many years held its January meetings in Chicago—at a location near the headquarters offices—during what came
to be known as a Super Weekend. It is efficient to have the SI board
winter meeting at the same location and time.
During the SI convention in early July 2014, the council board—
in consultation with the SI board—approved a proposal to hold the
meetings the following January in a central location in an area with a
good concentration of local clubs and perhaps less likelihood of winter weather issues. This provides opportunities to expose more Serrans to what is happening in Serra and the world of Church vocations beyond their local clubs and to provide a wider variety of
speakers and presentations. The name was changed to Serra Rally to
indicate the conference is intended to kick-start Serra activities after
the Christmas holiday period and the beginning of the second half of
the Serra year.
The first two rallies were in the Houston area in 2015 and 2016.
The next rallies were in the Phoenix area in 2017 and 2018, followed
by Ventura in the Archdiocese of Los Angeles in 2019 and 2020. Because of the pandemic, the rally to be held in January 2021 in the
Dallas-Fort Worth area was pushed back to 2022, with the 2023
event to be held in the same location.

Seminarian Christmas Concert
at St. Mark
All Serrans are invited to attend the Christmas
concert presented by seminarians and formators
from Redemptoris Mater Seminary on Thursday,
December 23, at St. Mark the Evangelist Catholic
Church in Plano. There will be open seating in the
church, and a reception will follow.
Tickets are $20 and will be sold at St. Mark the
two weekends before the concert. They may also be
purchased at the door.
President Will Alt said he will be happy to purchase tickets for anyone who would like to get them
in advance. He also noted that the board approved
purchasing gift cards to present to the 28 seminarians and their three formators at the reception.
This is an annual event for the seminary, and
performances in prior years have received enthusiastic reviews. It’s a perfect way to wind up preparations
for Christmas and get to meet some of our future
priests.
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Serra Rally 2022
January 13-15
Westin Irving Convention Center at Las Colinas

Discounted Registration Prices for District 46
Registration Link for Local Serrans Only
https://bit.ly/SerraRally22
Day
All 3 Days

Description

Day Pass
(w/Lunch)

Evening
Meal

$150

$100

$50

$175

$100

$75

All Events

Full Registration

$350

Westin Hotel
Thursday

5:30, Opening Mass
Reception with heavy hors d ' oeuvres

$50

Westin Hotel
12:15, Buffet Lunch
Friday

St. Francis of Assisi, Grapevine
5:30, Mass
6:30, Texas BBQ Dinner & Entertainment

Westin Hotel
Saturday

12:00, Awards Luncheon
5:30, Closing Mass
7:00, Reception, Banquet & Entertainment

Note: Full registration for those outside the D-FW area is $450

2022 Mass Celebrants and Speakers
Local D-FW Area

National/International

Bishop Edward Burns

Diocese of Dallas

Bishop Thomas Daly

Archdiocese of Spokane

Bishop Michael Olson

Diocese of Fort Worth

Fr. Luke Ballman

USCCB Clergy & Vocations

Bishop Greg Kelly

Diocese of Dallas

Hosffman Ospino

Professor, Boston College

Fr. Edwin Leonard

Diocese of Dallas

John Zimmer

FOCUS

Msgr. Henry Petter

Diocese of Dallas

Various Officers

Serra International

Fr. Tom Cloherty

Diocese of Dallas

Various Officers

Serra U.S.A. Council

Fr. Maurice Moon

Diocese of Fort Worth

John Liston

SI Executive Director

Fr. Johnathan Wallis

Diocese of Fort Worth

Fr. Kyle Walterscheid

Diocese of Fort Worth

Sr. Mary Paul Haase

Diocese of Dallas

Jared Zimmerer

Word on Fire Institute

Jo-Ann Bresowar

Serra U.S. South Central Region Dir.

