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MARK
YOUR
CALENDARS

President’s Focus

Friday, February 5
First Friday Mass and
Breakfast, 6:30 a.m.
Church of St. Mark

In February there is Ash Wednesday the start of another season, Lent, that shows
Hank Himmelberg
us the ultimate act of love. I don’t know how better to say it than, “God gave us
His only Son to be our Savior.” He showed us how to forgive, to help, to pray and to sacrifice for
one another. God doesn’t need anyone to remind Him to love us, as He is Love. Let us not be
required to be reminded to love our neighbors.

February 7, 2010

This year the journey through Lent should be one of love, sacrifice and prayer. We need to make
every effort to be kind and understanding to those whom we meet, even if their language, color or
background are different than ours. In honor of the Year of the Priest, make the sacrifice of saying
that extra rosary for an increase in vocations and membership in Serra. Pray for all of our priests,
religious and seminarians that their fervor for their vocation is the same today and for years to come
as the day they took their vows.

*** *** ***
World Day of Prayer
for Consecrated Life

Have a happy Valentines Day and be sure to
tell your loved ones that you love them on
this and every day.

Wednesday, Feb. 10
St. Andrew Dinner,
5 p.m., Holy Trinity
Seminary, for college
age men having
interest in learning
more about the
priesthood.
Monday, February 15
Monthly Serra Club
Dinner Meeting, 6:30
p.m., Canyon Creek
Country Club, guest
speaker, Rev. Fernando
Carranza, rector,
Redemptoris Mater
Missionary Seminary

February Features the Month of Love
February, the month of love. As humans it seems that we need reminders to love.
We have Valentines Day, Mothers Day, Fathers Day, Grandparents Day, it goes on
and on. I am not sure that we, as Christians, need all of these reminders.

Over 50 Sign Up at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton

NCD Serra Club to Expand 31 Club to Parishes
“It’s a win-win situation,” exclaimed Club President Hank Himmelberg. “Both the Serra Club and the
parishes and can answer the need for vocations through the 31 Club pledge.”
In an effort to get his parish more involved in praying for vocations, last month Himmelberg, with the
blessing of pastor Msgr. Henry Petter, circulated the 31 Club pledge to the parishioners of St. Elizabeth
Ann Seton. The response was immediate with over 50 parishioners signed up.
The Serra Club of North Central Dallas 31 Club Pledge stated “In addition to my regular participation in
the celebration of the Eucharist on Sunday’s,
I pledge to join in the celebration of another
Mass once a month to pray for those whom
God is calling to minister as Priests,
Lectors, Eucharistic Ministers
Deacons, Brothers and Sisters.

First Friday Volunteers Listed

“If for some reason I am unable to attend
Mass on the designated date during the
month, I will select another day to attend
Mass and pray for vocations.”

Friday, February 19
Serra Club Board
The success of the 31 Club participation at
Meeting, 7 a.m. St. Mark
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton parish has
Pastoral Center
prompted the NCD Serra Club hopefully to
Saturday, March 27
VAP Kick Off Mass and
Brunch, 9 a.m. Holy
Trinity Seminary

Hank Himmelberg

expand the program to many of the parishes
which the Club serves. Plans will be made
for pledges to be distributed to the parishes
in the near future, Hank Himmelberg
commented.

Serra Club First Friday volunteers for Lectors and
Eucharistic Ministers have been finalized,
according to Club President Hank Himmelberg.
Lectors include Ed Johnson, February 5; Larry
Montz, March 5; Leo Heiting, April 2; Larry Montz,
May 7; Carl Rossini, June 4.
Eucharistic Ministers include Jeff Hardage and Leo
Heiting, February 5; Ed Johnson and Greg
Mechler, March 5; Jeff Hardage and Tony
Schmidt, April 2; Greg Mechler and Paul Ficalora,
May 7; Leo Heiting and Paul Ficalora, June 4.
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In Chicago, January 15-17

Don Simoneaux Reports on Serra Super Weekend

Don Simoneaux

Serrans from around the country met in Chicago January 15-17 for board and committee meetings and to
exchange news and ideas for vocation efforts for the USA. The annual Leadership Conference for incoming
district governors and regional directors was held at the same location this year on January 14. In recent years
the Leadership Conference was a separate event held in spring in Kansas City, but the combined event this year
proved beneficial and saved money from the council’s operating budget.

Members of the Vocations Committee provided an update on the College Connection for Catholics program that was initiated by
the late Dick Stolly of the Serra Club of Lima, Ohio, and was approved as a national program in January of last year. The program
works through local clubs around the country, which coordinate with Catholic high school staffs and parish youth ministers to
provide the names of graduating high school seniors to the campus ministers or nearby parishes at the college and universities the
students will be attending.
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The CCC program is one of the most ambitious and most visible programs nationwide, and it
appears to be gaining traction in helping to keep our young Catholics connected to the church and
thinking about possible vocations as they become young adults. One impediment to the program is
the necessary privacy laws intended to protect these young adults, but hard-working Serrans are
finding that close coordination with the schools pays off in accomplishing the goals of the program.
The Vocations Committee estimated that 60 participating Serra Clubs were able to reach
approximately 10,000 students, up from 4,400 in 2008.
The Membership Committee reported that Serra membership in the USA, as well as around the
world, as continued on a slight downward trend, but there are encouraging signs. Ten new clubs
were charted in the USA, including one in San Antonio. More effort is being focused on
establishing new clubs, particularly on those dioceses that currently have no clubs. The committee
reported that membership in large service organizations in general has been declining in
recent years. The only two that have bucked the trend are the
Boy Scouts and the Knights of Columbus.
Your reporter participated in meetings of the Communications Committee. The committee
considered the fact that cost cutting measures have resulted in only one of the four planned
issues of SerraUSA magazine for 2009-2010 being produced and mailed. The committee
recommended, and the board unanimously approved production and mailing of spring 2010 issue.
The cost of the issue, expected to be mailed in April, will be paid from special reserved accounts,
with a portion covered by advertising and individual donations.
One action to be worked by the Communications
Committee in coming months is solicitation of
suggestions for improving the user-friendliness and
ease of navigation of the USA Council web site. The
committee will consider policies that will better
allocate precious space on the home page in light of
competing demands from the various committees.
Another committee action is exploration of the
potential use of social networking sites such as
Facebook to improve Serra communications and
better reach the younger audience that is critical to
Serra vocation efforts.
Check out these websites:
North Central Dallas Serra Club...
www.ncdserraclub.com
Serra USA Council...
www.serraus.org
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is the North Central Dallas Serra Club
monthly newsletter to communicate activities, provide
news to members and support Club goals. To include
items in the newsletter, send e-mail to editor Carl Rossini
at canderossini@att.net
Staff photographer, Vicki Dean

God’s
Gentle Call
It’s difficult to hear God’s voice
Life’s din can drown it out
A gentle but persistent call
It’s not God’s way to shout.
Take up your cross and follow me!
There’s still much work to do.
The hungry and the heartsick,
Will all need tending to.
You see, I have no hands but yours
to heal and soothe and bless
To wash their feet and give them hope
and teach them more is less.
I do not need a weather vane,
all glorious and grand,
I only want foundation stones,
that make the building stand.
I came to serve and not be served,
You’re called to do the same,
To kneel with basin and with towel,
And do it in my name.
--- Steve Landregan
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Chaplain’s Corner

Mass Attendance Required on Holy Days of Obligation
In the Catholic Church, Holy Days of Obligation are those days, other than Sundays, on which the faithful are
required to attend Mass. Sadly, fewer and fewer Catholics in this 21st century make the effort to take them
seriously. It’s a sign of Cafeteria Catholicism, which has been eroding our faith for the past fifty years. The 1983
Code of Canon Law standardized ten days to be observed as Holy Days of Obligation throughout the Church.
These days are:
The Immaculate Conception (December 8)
Christmas (Feast of the Nativity) (December 25)
Mary, the Mother of God (January 1)
Epiphany (January 6) Now celebrated in most of the
USA on the second Sunday after Christmas
St. Joseph, Husband of Mary (March 19)
St. Peter and St. Paul (June 29)
The Assumption of Mary (August 15)
All Saints (November 1)
The Ascension (39 days after Easter) Now celebrated in most of the USA on a Sunday
Corpus Christi (60 days after Easter) Now celebrated in most of the USA on a Sunday

Rev. Cliff Smith

According to Canon #1246 of the 1983 Code of Canon Law, the conference of bishops can reduce the number of holy days of
obligation or transfer them to Sunday with the approval of the Holy Father. With this regard US Bishops have removed the obligation
status of The Feast of St. Joseph, Husband of Mary, and the Feast of St. Peter and St. Paul, unless they fall on a Sunday, in
which case the Sunday Obligation attaches. Canadian Bishops have moved to Sunday or removed the obligation from all except
Christmas and Mary, Mother of God. The practice of moving or removing Holy Days of Obligation is a two-fold sign: on the one hand
it recognizes the difficulty of attending Mass on work days today, but also validates those who ignore the obligations of the Church
anyway. In some ways it is truly unfortunate that some conferences of Bishops have given in to secular culture. Most parishes offer
a broad enough range of Mass time that there should be no extraordinary difficulty in attending Mass on as few as three
weekdays in the USA during the year.
There is no obligation for the faithful to participate at Mass on All Souls, Ash
FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS
Wednesday or on Holy Thursday, although this is certainly highly
Dennis Epping
February 4
recommended, and the latter two reasonably
Father Cliff
Bob Bittner
February 9
well attended in practice.
Jim Archer

February 14

FEBRUARY ANNIVERSARIES
Warren and Mev Schneider February 4
Dan and Michele O’Connell February 25

The 31 Club is a commitment by
Serrans to attend Mass and pray
for vocations on a specific day each month. If
you are not listed below and want to participate
in this important ministry, please e-mail Dolores
Maxwell at dmaxwell@eseton.org

31 Club

10th George Stewart
1st Jerry Hurster
Hank Himmelberg12th Greg Mechler
Mark Venincasa
Joan Heiting
13th Therese Reittinger
Paul Ficalora
15th Don Simoneaux
Jo Ficalora
Darwin Hutchison
2nd Bob Bittner
18th Ann Larriviere
3rd Bill Crowley
Rob Larriviere
4th Ida Keptner
20th Tony Schmidt
Jim O’Malley
21st Bill Higgins
5th Ed Johnson
22nd Joe Semler
Jim Archer
23rd Tom Demarest
Jim P. Duffy
Deacon Paul
6th John Fitzpatrick
Reittinger
7th Vince Ahern
Betty Monaghan 24th Jim Hogan
Kay Hogan
Jack Tromba
Warren Schneider 27th Chris Taylor
Leo Heiting
Bill Condon
29th Carl Rossini
8th Lou Neeb
Ellen Rossini
9th Peter La Fave
30th Deacon Jack
Mary La Fave
Gulino
10th Vicki Dean
Bob Baillargeon 31st Ron Keptner

At Deanery 3 Meeting

Serra Presentation to Priests
By Ralph Armstrong
Our club was fortunate to meet with the priests from Deanery 3 on
January 13, 2010, at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton parish. Deanery 3
covers most of the area north of Richardson, and includes all of
the parishes we serve. There were a total of 14 priests in
Ralph Armstrong
attendance, including Father Greg Kelly from the Diocese. Our
club always has wanted to find a way to show appreciation to the priests since
appreciation dinners for priests are no longer held. We were pleased to sponsor
lunch for the Deanery and pass on to the priests the Serra story.
Bill Crowley peresented a basic outline of Serra and its international
organization. Ralph Armstrong followed with talk on expanding our Serra
membership to additional parishes and the successful membership program that
was conducted at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton. Jim Duffy brought the group up to
date on the new club expansion efforts and how they could help in finalizing the
new club formation. Hank Himmelberg explained his successful efforts in
starting a parish 31 Club St. Elizabeth Ann Seton and how the 31 Club could be
started in their parishes as well. All priests were receptive and interested in what
we told them and it was felt that the door was opened for their additional
support for Serra in the future. We were invited to stay for lunch and expressed
to them how much we appreciated their calling to the priesthood. .

Continue To Lift Up In Prayer
Therese Reittinger
Alicia Condon
Jim Archer
Ellen Rossini
Rhonda Picon
Bob Bittner
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Photo Gallery
Random photos of the January 18 North Central Dallas Serra
Club dinner meeting a the Canyon Creek Country Club
Photos by Vicki Dean

Jeff Boynham, seminarian and Pines camp councelor; guest
speaker Ann Latteer, executive director of the Pines Catholic
Camp and Youth Center; Bob Baillargeon, V.P.Programs

Jo and Paul Ficalora, Rob and Ann Larriviere, Tony Schmidt, Chaplain
Rev. Cliff Smith, Mary Higgins, Jim Duffy, Larry Montz, Jim O’Malley

Diane and Dick Reed, Bonnie and William Larson, Darwin Hutchison,
Ralph and Rosemary Armstrong, Katie and Dick Park

Bill Condon, Dan O’Connell, Joe Semler, Betty Monaghan, John Fitzpatrick,
Chris Taylor, Vince Ahern, Veronica Biglen, Don Simoneaux, Ed Johnson

Greg Mechler, Dawn and Dennis Epping, Marie Baert, Jim Archer,
Lou Neeb, Jerry Hurster, standing, Ron and Ida Keptner, Bill Crowley

Bill Higgins, Ellen and Carl Rossini, Kathy and Hank Himmelberg, standing
Bob Baillargeon, Ann Latteer, Jeff Boynham, guest Peggy Hayden,
Colleen Parro

