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Mark
Your
calendars
Friday, February 3
First Friday Mass, Breakfast
6:30 a.m.
St. Mark Catholic Church
Sunday, February 12
Mass with Seminarians
9:15 a.m.
Holy Trinity Seminary
Friday, February 17
Serra Club Board Meeting
7:00 a.m.
St. Mark Pastoral Center
Monday, February 20
Serra Club Dinner Meeting
6:30 p.m.
Canyon Creek Country Club
Very Rev Fernando Carranza,
Rector Redemptoris Mater
Seminary
Wednesday, February 22
Ash Wednesday
Fast and Abstain
Friday, March 2
First Friday Mass, Breakfast
6:30 a.m.
St. Mark Catholic Church
Friday, March 16
Serra Club Board Meeting
7:00 a.m.
St. Mark Pastoral Center

Richardson, Texas

February 2012

Serra NCD Hosts Rector and Four Serra Presidents

R

everend Monsignor
Michael F. Olsen,
Rector of Holy Trinity Seminary, Doctor Thomas
Wong, President of Serra International, and Mr. Kurt
Metyko, President of the
USA Council of Serra International, were the guests of
the Serra Club of North Central Dallas at their monthly
dinner meeting at Canyon
Creek Country Club on January 16th. Also joining us
were Bill and Sue Cicherski
of the Dallas Metro Club,
Past Presidents of Serra International in 1987-88 and 2002
-03 respectively. Monsignor
Olsen was the featured
speaker for the evening and
brought with him seminarians
Mark Garrett and Sergio Pavilla from Holy Trinity Seminary.
Msgr. Olsen commended Serra
calling our vocation work a
―spiritual, social, human, and
communal‖ endeavor to promote
vocations. He commented that
not too long ago you could not
mention vocations without the
word ―crisis‖ being used, and

that Serra had helped defeat that
attitude with a continual devotion to our mission.
He then introduced the Seminarians that accompanied him.
Sergio Pavilla is a sophomore
from St Pius X Catholic Church
in east Dallas. In high school he
asked himself ―Why am I a
Catholic?‖. This inspired him to
study the faith and apologetics
leading to a true appreciation for
the faith. Although he had intended to attend medical school,
the call to the priesthood was too
strong!
Mark Garrett is a freshman from
Our Lady of the Lake Parish in
Rockwall. He feels that his vocation started in high school where
he was strongly influenced by
Msgr Robert Coerver, now at St
Rita‘s. He was a normal high
school teen ager but felt that he
was ―the best person I could be‖
when he was at the parish. It was
on a missionary trip that he was
greatly influenced by a seminarian on the trip who explained the
true nature of the seminary to
him, that it is not just a school.
With the help of Fr Rudy, the
Vocations Director for the Diocese, he found his way to Holy
Trinity.

Both Seminarians impressed us
with their enthusiasm and respect for Holy Trinity Seminary
and it‘s faculty and fellow students.
Msgr Olsen concluded by pointing out that vocations is an Ecclesial Endeavor, that is the
whole Church is involved, and
that in a beautiful and systematic
way Serra has accomplished that
in North Texas through the Vocations Awareness Program.
Over the years it has gotten better and better and more organized without crushing the movement of God.
Bill and Sue Cicherski are long
time friends of Dr. Wong and
Sue introduced him to the Club.
She pointed out that he is a
graduate of William and Mary,
the second oldest college in the
United States, and is the eighth
generation in the medical profession in his family.
Dr Wong said the primary goal
for his term as president is to see
Serra united once again. As one
step toward that goal he is establishing a worldwide Serra day of
prayer for vocations on the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin
(Continued on page 2)

Monday, March 19
Serra Club Dinner Meeting
6:30 p.m.
Canyon Creek Country Club
Sister Gloria Cain, SSND
Supt Catholic Schools
Visit these
Serra web sites...
North Central Dallas
Serra Club
www.ncdserraclub.com
Serra USA Council
www.serraus.org

Guests Kurt Meytko, Dr Thomas Wong, Msgr Michael Olsen, Seminarians Mark Garrett and Sergio Pavilla
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President’s Focus

A

s I mentioned last
month in this space,
we had a unique opportunity at our January dinner
meeting, and it turned out to be
a great meeting—a ―home run‖
is how Lawrence Whaley, our
District 46E Governor described it. Those members who
were able to attend got to see an
aspect of Serra we seldom have
the opportunity to see at the
local club level. With Dr. Thomas Wong from Hong Kong,
North Central Dallas
Serra Club
Board of Trustees
2011-2012
President
Don Simoneaux
V.P. Programs
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Tony Schmidt
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We Got to See a Bit of the World of Serra
president of Serra International, Kurt Metyko from
Houston, President of the
USA Council, and members of
other clubs in Districts 46E
and 46W in attendance, it had
more the atmosphere of a convention banquet than a typical
monthly dinner meeting.
For me, the entire day was more
of a lesson in what Serra is all
about than I had expected. After
getting home late Sunday from
the USA Council Super Weekend
in Chicago, I had a pretty full day
Monday, starting with a special
Mass and breakfast hosted by the
University of Dallas Club. Kurt
had told me Saturday while we
were in Chicago that his friend
and host for two nights in Dallas
was going to let him use his car
to get out to the University Monday morning. Knowing how road
construction and morning rush
hour traffic would make it difficult for someone relatively unfamiliar with the area to find his
way in the dark to the right place
at UD, I volunteered to pick him
up (at 6:20 a.m.) and drive him.
I had planned to attend the UD
function anyway, but had I not
been Kurt‘s driver, I probably
would have headed home after
breakfast. Instead, I wound up
(Continued from page 1)

Mary, September 8th. His plan
for Membership is for each club
to gain one new member this
year, quite doable yet effective.
He then presented a pictorial record of his extensive travels as an
ambassador in support of Serra
International which included an
audience with the Pope.

spending a good part of the day
with Kurt and Dr. Wong as well
as Bill and Sue Cicherski, friends
of the two presidents and themselves both past presidents of SI.
Dr. Wong had stopped in Dallas
to visit the Cicherskis before
heading to San Francisco and
back to Hong Kong. They had
arranged, following the UD Club
meeting, for a visit to Holy Trinity Seminary to meet with the
Rector, Msgr. Michael Olsen, and
then a visit to the Dallas Diocese
Pastoral Center downtown to
meet with the Vocations Director,
Fr. Rudy Garcia (even though the
office was closed for the MLK
holiday). While we were there,
we bumped into David Sedeño,
editor of The Texas Catholic,
who was also working on the
holiday, and had a good exchange
with him. All that took into early
afternoon, and then we stopped at
a restaurant for lunch before parting ways a few hours before our
dinner meeting.
We had a full agenda for the dinner meeting, and it ran longer
than our typical meeting, but no
one seemed to mind. Following
the talk by our planned speaker
for the evening (coincidently,
Msgr. Olsen and two of our local
seminarians). Dr. Wong presented a slide show with snapshots from all the stops he has
Bill Crowley introduced Kurt
Metyko of Houston, President of
USAC. Kurt offered some comments on the current tensions
between Serra International and
USAC. He reported that US
Serrans want a united Serra and
also their USA Council. He said
he initially doubted the need for a
USA Council but has since seen
it in action and ‗it works‘. He
urged all Serrans to concentrate

made around
the world fulfilling one of
the primary
functions of the
SI president,
that of an amDon Simoneaux
bassador for
Serra. This is a
presentation typically included in
a talk by the SI president at the
annual Serra International convention. It really brought home to
all of us how much more there is
to Serra than we normally experience at the local level. Kurt
Metyko rounded out the evening
with remarks about the state of
Serra in the United States and a
few words about the current discord between SI and the USA
Council.
The separate meetings of the SI
Board and the USAC Board in
Chicago over the weekend preceding our dinner meeting did not
present any resolution to the ongoing dispute, but the time they
spent together during the weekend and during their stay in Dallas enabled the two presidents to
relax and get to know one another
better. That certainly can't hurt
going forward. Having spent time
with both of them, I know they
are both engaged and working
hard to press the situation to an
amicable end.
on the programs of Serra and not
on the problems at hand. The
mission is still there and the Holy
Spirit will see us through.
The meeting was closed with the
Serra Prayer for Perseverance of
Vocations and a blessing by Msgr
Olsen with the First Class Relic
of Blessed Junipero Serra that is
carried by the President of Serra
International where ever he goes.
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A Misunderstood and Underused Sacrament

Chaplain’s Corner

F

Page 3

Part 2

ger from illness or old age.
A sermon from the 6th Century says the following: "As
What happened to "Last Rites"?
often as some infirmity
Christ has given us the sacraments to comfort overtakes a man, let him
who is ill receive the body
us in our final days and prepare us for the
and blood of Christ; let him
journey ahead. These include Penance (or
confession), Anointing of the Sick and Viati- humbly and in faith ask the
Rev. Cliff Smith
cum (which is meant to be the last reception presbyters for blessed oil, to
of Communion … “bread” for the final jour- anoint his body, so that what was written may
The Second Vatican Council says: "By the
be fulfilled in him: ‗Is anyone among you
sacred anointing of the sick and the prayer of ney from this life to Eternal Life.)
sick? Let him bring in the presbyters, and let
the priests the whole Church commends those The most important part of these last rites is
who are ill to the suffering and glorified Lord, the reception of the Lord in one‘s final Com- them pray over him, anointing him with oil;
and the prayer of faith will save the sick man,
that he may raise them up and save them.
munion; also called "Viaticum" (Latin for
and the Lord will raise him up; and if he be in
And indeed she [the Church] exhorts them to what one takes on the road, i.e., provisions
sins, they will be forgiven him. . . . See to it,
contribute to the good of the People of God
for a journey) This special Communion pre- brethren, that whoever is ill hasten to the
by freely uniting themselves to the Passion
pares us to travel with the Lord on the final
church, both that he may receive health of
and death of Christ." (Lumen Gentium,
part of our journey. Having repented of our
body and will merit to obtain the forgiveness
Dogmatic Constitution on the Church, 1964.) sins and received reconciliation, we travel
of his sins" (Sermons 13[325]:3).
with the Lord Jesus out of this earthly life and
The Catechism of the Catholic Church
St. Mark the Evangelist, in Plano celebrates
to eternal happiness with him in heaven.
says: "This sacred anointing of the sick was
the Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick on the
instituted by Christ our Lord as a true and
From the earliest times, the sacrament of the First and Third Saturday of Every Month at
proper sacrament of the New Testament. It is Anointing of the Sick was cherished among
the 8:30 am Mass.
alluded to indeed by Mark, but is recomChristians, not only in immediate danger of
mended to the faithful and promulgated by
Father Cliff
death, but even at the beginning sign of dan-

ormerly called Extreme Unction ... meaning the Last Anointing. The Sacrament of Anointing
of the Sick is given to bring spiritual and
even physical strength during an illness,
especially near the time of death. It is
most likely one of the last sacraments one
will receive.

Safe Environment Program
By Vicki Dean

31 Club

The 31 Club is a commitment by

Serrans to attend Mass and pray for vocations
on a specific day each month. If you wish to participate in this important ministry please e-mail
Hank Himmelberg at
hankhimmelberg@verizon.net
1st
1st
1st
2nd
2nd
3rd
4th
5th
6th
7th
7th
7th
7th
8th
9th
9th
10th
11th
12th
13th
14th
15th
15th

Jerry Hurster
Paul Ficalora
Jo Ficalora
Dick Park
Katie Park
Bill Crowley
Bill Baillargeon
John Fitzpatrick
Vince Ahern
Betty Monaghan
Bill Condon
Lou Neeb
Peter La Fave
Mary La Fave
Vicki Dean
Jim Duffy
Mark Venincasa
Therese Reittinger
Jack Tromba
Don Simoneaux
Jack Hardage

16th
17th
18th
18th
19th
20th
21st
21st
21st
22nd
23rd
24th
24th
24th
25th
26th
27th
27th
28th
28th
29th
30th
31st

Hank Himmelberg
John Fitzpatrick
Ann Larriviere
Rod Larriviere
Tony Schmidt
Doug Biglen
Veronica Biglen
Bill Higgins
Joe Semler
Paul Reittinger
Ralph Armstrong
Jim Hogan
Kay Hogan
Chris Taylor
Warren Schneider
Bill Larsen
Bonnie Larsen
Carl Rossini
Katy Warren

James the Apostle and brother of the
Lord." (CCC 1511)

I

t is that time of year for members The easiest way to renew certification is to
to renew their certification for the go on-line, but all the churches will have
sessions that one can attend. Usually these
Safe Environment Program.

Some of you may have already received
notification from the Diocese of Dallas via
email sent January 1 that your certification will expire February 1. In the email,
it gave instructions on how to renew it.

sessions are announced in the church bulletin.

When the renewal process is completed, I
will need verification from the church Safe
Environment Coordinator to place in the
Serra files.

I will be contacting each member’s respecThank you for you cooperation…
tive church Safe Environment Coordinator to see who needs to renew their certifi- Vicki V. Dean
cation and when it needs to be renewed. I
will get in touch with the members who
will need to renew their certification.

Continue to Lift Up in Prayer
FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS
Dawn Epping

4th

FEBRUARY ANNIVERSARIES
Warren & Mary Schneider
Dan & Michele O’Connell

4th
25th

Therese Reittinger
Carolyn Tromba
Ellen Rossini
George & Jeanne Stewart
Bernadette & Ed Johnson
Katie Park

Serra Mensajero

is the North Central Dallas monthly newsletter which
reports activities, provides news to
members and supports Club goals.
Editor, Dick Park
Staff Photographer, Vicki Dean
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Early Church Fathers:

Saint Polycarp of Smyrna

S

t. Polycarp was one of the
immediate disciples of the
Apostles, in particular St.
John the Evangelist. He embraced Christianity very young
and was named bishop of
Smyrna. He was greatly respected by the faithful, wrote
many letters and formed many
holy disciples. His epistle to the
Philippians - the only one to be
preserved - demonstrates his
apostolic spirit, his profound
humility and meekness, and his
great charity.
Engraving by Michael Burghers
ca 1685

Feast day: February 23
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St. Polycarp fought against heresy. He also taught that Christians must walk in truth, do
God‘s will, keep all of His commandments, and love whatever
He loved. Christians must refrain from all fraud, avarice,

Al and Joe’s Bungee Jumping Service

detraction, and rash judgment.
They must repay evil with forgiveness and mercy. He taught
that one must pray all the time,
so as not to be led into temptation, fast, persevere and be joyful.
During his episcopate, a violent
persecution broke out in Smyrna
against the Christians. During
this time, though fearless, the
bishop retreated to a neighboring
village, spending most of his
time in prayer.
A boy betrayed the bishop, and
horsemen came by night to arrest him. He met his captors at
the door, ordered them a supper,
and prayed for two hours before
he went with them.

consul, who ordered him to blaspheme Christ. St. Polycarp refused and he was to be burned
alive.
The executioners would have
nailed him to the stake, but he
convinced them that it wasn‘t
necessary. So they simple tied
his hands behind his back. At
the end of his prayer, the executioners set the fire, but the large
flames formed into an arch, gently encircling but not burning his
body. Exasperated, officials ordered a spearman to pierce him.
Such a quantity of blood flowed
from his left side that it put out
the fire. The Christians wanted
St. Polycarp‘s body but the centurion burnt it to ashes. The
bones were kept as relics.

He was led directly to the pro-

Redemptoris Mater Seminary
The Very Rev. Fernando Carranza, Rector

set up on the square. As they
are constructing the tower, a
crowd begins to assemble.
Slowly, more and more people
gather to watch them at work.
When they had finished, there
was such a crowd they thought
it would be a good idea to give
a demonstration. So Al jumps.
He bounces at the end of the
cord, but when he comes back
up Joe notices that he has a
few cuts and scratches. Unfortunately, Joe isn't able to catch
him, and he falls again,
bounces and comes back up
again. This time, he is bruised
and bleeding. Again Joe
l and Joe are bungeemisses him. Al falls again and
jumping one day. Al
bounces back up. This time he
says to Joe, "You
comes back pretty messed up,
know, we could make a lot of
he's got a couple of broken
money running our own
bones and is almost unconbungee-jumping service in
scious. Luckily, Joe finally
Mexico. They don't have it
catches him this time and
there." Joe thinks this is a
says, "What happened? Was
great idea, so they pool their
the cord too long?" Barely able
money and buy everything
to speak, Al gasps, "No, the
they'll need; a tower, an elastic bungee cord was fine. It was
cord, insurance, etc. They
the crowd, What the heck is a
travel to Mexico and begin to
piñata?"

A

The Redemptoris Mater seminaries were born above all thanks to the courage, the prophetical vision and the enthusiasm of Pope John Paul II. The idea to establish these
seminaries started in Rome, the diocese of the Holy Father, to establish a seminary with
these characteristics: an international seminary, i.e. with vocations coming from different nations, that be missionary, i.e. that upon ordination, the priests are available to go
wherever the ordinary sends them. In 1988, the first Statutes of the Redemptoris Mater
Seminary were approved by Cardinal Poletti, Vicar of the Holy Father in Rome.
These seminaries have vocations that come forth from the Neocatechumenal Way.
When it comes to the studies, the seminarians in these seminaries have the same educational formation as the other diocesan seminarians, following the directives of the nations where they are erected.
The characteristics of the "Redemptoris Mater" Seminaries, which possess their own
statutes and a rule of life approved by the respective bishops who have erected them
according to the rules issued by the Holy See, can be grouped around 4 fundamental
inspirations: the Neocatechumenal Way, diocesan character, missionary and international character.
They are diocesan i.e. the authority belongs to the bishop. Once the seminarians are
ordained Presbyters, the ordinary can place them to minister in his own diocese, or
when a brother bishop, seeing the needs in his own diocese asks the ordinary of the
seminary for help, then he would send eventually priests to this other bishop to this
other diocese. They are governed according to the present norms for the formation and
incardination of the diocesan clergy. They are missionary and international in character
because the seminarians come from different countries and continents, both as a concrete sign of the missionary character and of their readiness to be sent anywhere in the
world.
Yet the most significant aspect of these Seminaries lies in their relationship to the
Neocatechumenal Way, as a Way of maturing towards an adult faith: this Way prepares
and awakens vocations in many young people before they enter the seminary. It accompanies them during their time of formation; once ordained as presbyters it continues to
sustain them in their permanent formation.
Once there is the ordination and incardination, the Neocatechumenal Way has no
authority over the priest, which is at this very moment a priest under the authority
of the ordinary.
To this day 64 Redemptoris Mater Seminaries have been opened in 5 continents, and
have ordained more than 1000 priests.
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The Presentation of Jesus in the Temple—February 2nd
traditional names include Candlemas, the Feast of the Purification of the Virgin, and the
Meeting of the Lord. In the
Roman Catholic Church the
"Feast of the Presentation of
the Lord" is a Feast Day, the
major feast between the Feast
of the Conversion of St. Paul
the Apostle on January 25 and
the Feast of the Chair of St.
Peter the Apostle on February
22. In some Western liturgical
churches, Vespers (or ComRembrandt.
pline) on the Feast of the PresThe Presentation of Jesus in the Temple.
entation marks the end of the
c. 1627/28. Oil on panel.
Hamburger Kunshalle, Hamburg, Germany. Epiphany season. In the
Church of England, the Preshe Presentation of Je- entation of Christ in the Temsus at the Temple,
ple is a Principal Feast celewhich falls on 2 Febru- brated either on 2 February or
ary, celebrates an early epion the Sunday between 28
sode in the life of Jesus. In the January and 3 February.
Eastern Orthodox Church and In the Latin Rite of the Catholic
some Eastern Catholic
Church, the Presentation of Jesus
Churches, it is one of the
at the Temple is the fourth Joyful
twelve Great Feasts, and is
Mystery of the Rosary.
sometimes called Hypapante
The event is described in the Gos(lit., 'Meeting' in Greek). Other

T
T

We have raffle tickets for you to
pick up after our First Friday
meeting and dinner meeting and
we will also be mailing tickets to
you personally in order to participate in this great cause. If you do

Upon bringing Jesus into the temple, they encountered Simeon the
Righteous. The Gospel records
that Simeon had been promised
that "he should not see death before he had seen the Lord's

all Masses at a particular parish.
People respond positively when
they find we are supporting vocanot want to fully participate
tions so it is easy and fun to do.
(buying 3 books of tickets for
We just need your help to man
$25.00 each) please return the
raffle ticket tables after all Masses
unused tickets to the club so we
can sell them after Masses during at a particular parish.
this Spring. Our goal is to raise
We are calling on each and
enough money so the club can
every one of you to participate
avoid an assessment for any short in this worthy effort. We are
falls. We expect an increase of
planning to visit approximately
people attending the VAP week- 10 different parishes between the
end and all Serra Clubs in the
end of February through the beDallas/Fort Worth area absorbing ginning of May. Our success
the total cost of meals and room
depends entirely on your willingexpense for all of the attendees.
ness to participate in this endeavor. We could also use your
We want to put together selling
spouse to help you in this effort.
teams to sell raffle tickets after
Masses at several parishes includ- You know how it goes, the more
ing some parishes where we have the merrier.
little or no representation. It will Please contact Ralph Armstrong
require a late Saturday afternoon at 972-690-3850 or by email at
to cover the anticipatory Mass as ralpharmstrong@att.net of your
well as Sunday morning to cover willingness to help out and sell

It’s VAP Raffle Ticket Time

his is the time of year
we support the Serran
Vocation Awareness
Program, financially, through
the purchase and selling of
raffle tickets. The money received pays for the weekend in
June where men and women
who have a calling from God
come and go through a discernment process at Holy Trinity Seminary with priests,
nuns, and brothers on a one to
one basis to see if this calling
is for them.

pel of Luke (Luke 2:22–40). According to the gospel, Mary and
Joseph took the baby Jesus to the
Temple in Jerusalem forty days
(inclusive) after his birth to complete Mary's ritual purification
after childbirth, and to perform
the redemption of the firstborn, in
obedience to the Law of Moses
(Leviticus 12, Exodus 13:12-15,
etc.). Luke explicitly says that
Joseph and Mary take the option
provided for poor people (those
who could not afford a lamb)
(Leviticus 12:8), sacrificing "a
pair of turtledoves, or two young
pigeons." Leviticus 12:1-4 indicates that this event should take
place forty days after birth for a
male child, hence the Presentation
is celebrated forty days after
Christmas. This ceremony is still
practiced by Orthodox and Conservative Jews and is called a
Pidyon HaBen.

Christ" (Luke 2:26). Simeon
prayed the prayer that would become known as the Nunc Dimittis, or Canticle of Simeon, which
prophesied the redemption of the
world by Jesus:
Now you are releasing your servant, Master, according to your
word, in peace; for my eyes have
seen your salvation, which you
have prepared before the face of
all peoples; a light for revelation
to the nations, and the glory of
your people Israel (Luke 2:2932).
Simeon then prophesied to Mary:
"Behold, this child is set for the
falling and the rising of many in
Israel, and for a sign which is
spoken against. Yes, a sword will
pierce through your own soul,
that the thoughts of many hearts
may be revealed" (Luke 2:34-35).
The elderly prophetess Anna was
also in the Temple, and offered
prayers and praise to God for Jesus, and spoke to everyone there
about Jesus and his role in the
redemption of Israel (Luke 2:3638).
tickets. Our success depends entirely on your dedication and willingness to participate.
All aids and training will be proRalph Armstrong
vided so all we
VP Programs
need is your smiling face and a
willingness to get involved in this
project. If you could be available
for multiple weekends, it would
be greatly appreciated. I thank
you in advance for your willingness to help out.
As the Serran motto says,
―Adelante, siempre adelante.‖
―Forward, always forward.‖
God Bless all Serrans and thank
you in advance for your participation.
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Photo Gallery
Photos taken at the January 16th
Serra NCD Dinner

Serra International President Dr. Thomas Wong
Past International Serra Presidents
Bill and Sue Cicherski

USA Council President Kurt Metyko
First Class Relic of Blessed Junipero Serra

Mark Garrett, Sergio Pavilla, Msgr Olsen,
Converse with Jim Duffy

Monsignor Olsen Confers Blessing
With Relic of Blessed Junipero Serra

