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Father Timothy Heines from
St. Joseph Parish in Richardson was our guest speaker on
Friday, February 1
1st Friday Mass, Breakfast
Monday, January 21. Fr.
6:30 a.m. St. Mark’s
Timothy actually grew up in
With breakfast at Poor Richards
Richardson attending St. Joseph. After being ordained, he
Saturday, February 2 & 9
Diaconate Ordination
served St. Elizabeth Ann
Cathedral of Shrine of the Virgin Seton, then Holy Spirit
of Guadalupe
Church in Duncanville, Pastor
10 a.m.
at St. Francis of Assisi in
Frisco and has returned
Sunday, February 3
World Day of Consecrated Life
“home” now at St. Joseph.
The readers of the Texas
Sunday, February 10
Catholic voted him the best
Mass at Holy Trinity Seminary
preacher in 2000. Fr. Timothy
9:15 a.m.
is an expert in Medieval and
Monday, February 18
Early Modern Spirituality and
Serra Club Dinner Meeting
Liturgical Spirituality. He is
6:30 p.m.
now writing a dissertation on
Canyon Creek Country Club
the Liturgical Spirituality of
Saturday, March 23
Blessed Garret Inu, a CisterVAP Kickoff Brunch
cian priest.

Holy Trinity Seminary
9:30 a.m.

Richardson, Texas

The Year of Faith this year is
a good time to reflect on what
faith really is, not the content
of our faith. One of the things
we should reflect on is that 50
years ago at II Vatican Council they came up with a new
way to understand faith. This
was one of the big things that
a certain German priest (Fr.
Joseph Ratzinger) fought for
during that Council. All the
people in Rome got together a
list of items the people wanted
to talk to, what should be included in the agenda of the
Council. In the period of
preparation the main committee gathered a lot of topics
during a year and a half process that they felt needed to be
covered.. They had everything
together, all the people gath-

ered, and on the 2nd day, a
Cardinal from Austria (or Germany) along with a few others
stood up to object to the committees, saying “We don’t
know anyone, we don’t know
the agenda, we didn’t make
the agenda”. What the organizers had envisioned was everyone coming together, vote
on the individual items and
then go home. The Holy Spirit
was working through these
clergy members and discussion started to flow: How do
we talk about scripture, how
do we talk about the Word of
God, faith, and the revelation
of God among other things.
There are two different views:
scripture and tradition. The
church Fathers voted it down,
not because it was wrong but
it didn’t speak to the modern
generation in the sense you
could give them a truth and
they accented to it. Yes, I believe, with no questioning was
not going to work anymore.
They started looking at faith
They came up with their document “Divine Revelation”. In
this paper they said that faith
is response to a God who reveals himself. Why is this so
more profound than just accenting to the idea that God is
everything the Church wants
us to believe? The first thing
you are saying is that a person
needs a personal relationship
with God. This is what they
wanted to get back to for the
modern generation. Scripture
and tradition are the ways to
do this, so we can know Him

and love Him. People in the
church a lot of time would just
like to sign on the dotted line
saying, Yes, I accent to this
belief, rather than be an active
part of knowing and loving
God. Don’t we see God revealed in our daily lives?
Don’t we see Him in the faces
of the sick, young, dying? It
was Mother Therese that
helped us see God in the faces
of the poor. She taught us first

hand how to know and love
God.
Scripture is a more perfect
way to see God and actions
are an imperfect way to have
God revealed to us. Tradition
is very important as it helps us
to learn and know who God it.
As Catholic Christians, it is
our duty to find God revealed
in different ways. In the past,
we always believed in the sacramental part of our religion
like music and art in our
churches. We need to become
more perceptive, more aware
of the ways God works.
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President’s Corner
While the final resolution of the SI/USAC difficulties has not come about it appears like we are
headed to an amicable reconciliation in the near future and hopefully a stronger Serran response to
vocations will soon be witnessed by the Church in America and worldwide. Thank God. He often test
us to makes us stronger!
VAP activities are beginning to occur. The Dallas/Fort Worth Club’s VAP Committee is already hard
at work. One of the first club related activities will be the VAP Kickoff brunch to be held on March
23, 2013. Please plan on attending this event. Details will follow soon. The other club related VAP activity is VAP Raffle
Ticket sales. Each club is committed to paying its fare share of the cost for the VAP Weekend and raffle is our primary
fund raiser. In the NCD Club sales will again take two basic forms. Direct purchases by individual members and Raffle
ticket sales held at various parishes in our area. Last year Ralph Armstrong coordinated those sales and many members
participated on the parish level by selling tickets after the Masses. Ralph is taking a sabbatical after his very successful
campaign last year so others will need to take up some of the slack. To this end the Parish Captains are being asked to
contact their pastors to arrange for permission to sell tickets on an upcoming weekend prior to the end of May. Many of
us are associated with small parishes. We certainly do not object to their participation in these fund raising activities but
to maximize participation we need to make sure we cover the parishes North of Hwy. 121, St.
Mark, St. Joseph, and St. Elizabeth Ann Seton.
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I am asking the Parish Captains for the aforementioned parishes to contact their pastors and
solicit volunteer Serran sales people to work at the various Masses. We should have the tickets themselves in the next couple of weeks so it’s not too early to start planning. Ralph has
excellent bulletin and pulpit announcements available for our use. If we work together, this
crucial fund raiser will be successful again. The Bishop and the seminarians need our help.
Blessed Junipero Serra did not fit the mold of a New World missionary. He was a man of
considerable intellectual attainment and more reasonably could have served as an instructor
in a great Spanish university but early on he felt the call to spread the Word. He desired to
join a band of his brother Franciscans that were being sent to America but was turned down
by his superiors because the quota was already full. Fortunately God’s plans and man’s do
not always coincide and some of the early volunteers backed out because of the long sea voyage. At this point, Frey Junipero was allowed to fill in. He arrived in new Spain in 1750 but
because of his scholarly and holy reputation was assigned to teach in the college of San Fernando in Mexico. Again God had other plans and eventually he was allowed to begin his missionary activities in a relatively nearby area known as Sierra Gordas. He served there with
distinction for nine years. Because of the high esteem he was held in by his superiors, they
planned to send him to take over the Rio Saba missions in Texas! However, due to “troubles”
with the local Apaches these plans were set aside and he was retained in the college for a period of another seven years. God did not let him waste his time there for it was during this
period that he gained a reputation as a sensational preacher. Once again God turned what
man would have considered a bad situation and used it for good. The Jesuit order was expelled from California in 1767. This was part of a worldwide suppression of the Order but for
Blessed Junipero Serra it had the immediate impact of opening up California missions to the
Franciscans. Frey Serra was appointed president of the California missions. From that struggling beginning the man Junipero Serra truly commenced his journey to Sainthood and two
hundred years later our own Serra organization was founded in part because of his inspiring
example of holiness and concern for the poor.
While the recent travails of our modern group of lay vocation missionaries may have been
extremely frustrating to us personally and caused many of our friends to resign their membership, we must regard it as God’s Will and accept that it is for the best for us and vocations.
We will be a leaner and more dedicated organization. With God’s grace we will also become
more effective.

-Larry
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Don’t Waste Lent

Lent will soon be upon us  February 13, 2013 is Ash Wednesday. It’s difficult to believe
that so soon after Christmas Lent is almost here! If we are going to truly enter into the spirit
of this great season of the Church, and take advantage of it’s potential, we need to begin
thinking about it now.
As with so many celebrations of the Church we need to begin with the end in mind. Although we clearly anticipate Christmas during the season of Advent (often burning out on
advance celebration), we have an even greater difficulty in the journey of Lent, anticipating
the events of the Passion, Death and Resurrection of Jesus Christ. Quite frankly, most of
us don’t like Lent. Too often it is seen as something to “get over” or “get past” with only
minimal thought as to what Lent is about in and of itself, and why the Church calls us to
prayer, fasting and alms giving.
Lent is meant to be our time in the deserted wilderness in imitation of Christ’s own forty
days of prayer and fasting in the desert, in preparation for his public ministry. It is about us
preparing the whole of ourselves, physically, mentally and spiritually for the great Paschal Mystery, God’s
greatest gift. Prayer, fasting and charity are not ends in themselves, but rather tools of discipline and humility
to repair ad strengthen our relationship with God, neighbor and self.
Start with a plan that is simple, without overburdening yourself with spiritual exercises or good intentions that
you cannot fulfill. The Church gives us very minimal, relatively easy set of "penitential" practices for Lent: required fasting is only on two days (Ash Wednesday and Good Friday), abstinence from meat is only on Ash
Wednesday and the Fridays of Lent and our Easter responsibility to receive sacramental Penance and Communion during the season of Easter. Although minimal, the Church makes sure that we remember the penitential dimension of this season. We are invited and even gently challenged to enter more deeply into penitential practices beyond the bare minimum, practices that are personal and private between you and God.
Make personal conversion your goal for this Lent. However, always remember that conversion is a two-part
process: in turning away from something you must always turn to something. Lent challenges us to look at
ourselves more closely, to recognize our lazy and selfish ways, and to turn away them while turning to God
and the Good News of Jesus Christ. Many well-intentioned persons will recognize faults and failings and attempt to turn away from them, but without something to turn to they fall back into old ways. A firm and effective intention to convert one's heart and turn back to God is worth more than a thousand superficial acts of
piety.
Focus on the goal, keep the end in mind, remain humble and obedient to Lent as a time of self-discipline and
seek an authentic change of heart. In this way the journey of Lent will lead to conformity to the Gospel and
Christ when we finally arrive at the Triduum and the Season of Easter.

Continue to Lift Up in Prayer
FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS
Dennis Epping
Lisa Ferro

Theresa Rettinger
Ellen Rossini
Jo Ficalora
Pete LaFave
Jim Hogan
Felicia Fitzgerald
Bill Higgins

4th
28th

FEBRUARY ANNIVERSARIES
Warren and Mary Evelyn Schneider
7th
Dan and Michele O’Connell
25th

Bill Condon and fiancée Merle—Best Wishes!!
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A Recap of The Catholic Foundation’s Man of the Year
Bob Baillargeon,
A man dedicated to his faith and Catholic values. Bob credits the spiritual influence of his
grandfather and his Catholic school education
for providing a foundation for the principles
and values he carried into his careers and
family life. Bob and his late wife Margaret
opened Baillargeon Ford in Richardson in
1980. they incorporated in their sales philosophy and staff training the values by which
they
lived
their
own
lives. He is
founding trustee of John Paul II high School in Plano, a
life member of the Salesmanship Club of Dallas, a
Knight of Malta, and a Knight of Columbus. Together
with his wife, Colleen Parro Baillargeon, Bob continues
his long-time dedication to the pro-life movement. Bob is
a donor and member of the Catholic Foundation Legacy
Circle. Bob was the 31st recipient of The Catholic Foundation Award.
-taken from the invitation to The Catholic Foundation Award Dinner invitation

Catholic Humor
31 Club

The 31 Club is a commitment by
Serrans to attend Mass and pray for vocations
on a specific day each month. If you wish to participate in this important ministry please e-mail
Hank Himmelberg at
hankhimmelberg@verizon.net
1st
1st
1st
2nd
2nd
3rd
4th
5th
6th
7th
7th
7th
7th
8th
9th
9th
10th
11th
12th
13th
14th
15th
15th

Jerry Hurster
Paul Ficalora
Jo Ficalora
Dick Park
Katie Park
Bill Crowley
Bob Baillargeon
John Fitzpatrick
Vince Ahern
Betty Monaghan
Bill Condon
Lou Neeb
Peter La Fave
Mary La Fave
Vicki Dean
Jim Duffy
Mark Venincasa
Therese Reittinger
Jack Tromba
Don Simoneaux
Jack Hardage

16th
17th
18th
18th
19th
20th
21st
21st
21st
22nd
23rd
24th
24th
24th
25th
26th
27th
27th
28th
28th
29th
30th
31st

Hank Himmelberg
John Fitzpatrick
Ann Larriviere
Rod Larriviere
Tony Schmidt
Doug Biglen
Veronica Biglen
Bill Higgins
Joe Semler
Paul Reittinger
Ralph Armstrong
Jim Hogan
Kay Hogan

Chris Taylor
Warren Schneider
Bill Larsen
Bonnie Larsen
Carl Rossini
Katy Warren

This information is for Catholics only. It must not be divulged to nonCatholics. The less they know about our rituals and top secret code
words, the better off they are.

AMEN: The only part of a prayer that everyone knows.
BULLETIN: Your receipt for attending Mass.
CHOIR: A group of people whose singing allows the rest of the Parish to
lip-sync.
HOLY WATER: A liquid whose chemical formula is H2OLY. Created by
boiling the HELL out of it.
HYMN: A song of praise usually sung in a key three octaves higher than
that of the congregation's range.
RECESSIONAL HYMN: The last song at Mass often sung a little more quietly, since most of the people have already left.
INCENSE: Holy Smoke!
JESUITS: An order of priests known for their ability to find colleges with good
basketball teams.
JONAH: The original 'Jaws' story.
JUSTICE: When kids have kids of their own.
KYRIE ELEISON: The only Greek words that most Catholics can recognize
besides gyros and baklava. (for you non-Catholics it means Lord have mercy)
MAGI: The most famous trio to attend a baby shower.
MANGER: Where Mary gave birth to Jesus because Joseph wasn't covered by
an HMO. (The Bible's way of showing us that holiday travel has always been
rough.)

