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Sunday, January 1 
Happy New Year! 
 
Friday, January 6  
First Friday Mass, Breakfast 
6:30 a.m. 
Poor Richards, Plano 
 
Monday, January 16 
Serra Club Dinner Meeting  
6:30 p.m.  

Canyon Creek Country Club 
Father Olson, Rector HTS 
Dr Thomas Wong, President SI 
Kurt Metyko, President USAC 
 
Friday, January 20 
Serra Club Board  Meeting  
7:00 a.m. 
St. Mark Pastoral Center 
 
Friday, February 3  
First Friday Mass,  Breakfast 
6:30 a.m. 
St. Mark Catholic Church 
 
Sunday, February 12  
Mass with Seminarians 
9:15 a.m. 
Holy Trinity Seminary 
 
Friday, February 17 
Serra Club Board  Meeting  
7:00 a.m. 
St. Mark Pastoral Center 
 
Monday, February 20 
Serra Club Dinner Meeting  
6:30 p.m.  

Canyon Creek Country Club 
Two Seminarians 
Redemptoris Mater Seminary 
 
 

 
Visit  these  

Serra web sites... 

North Central Dallas 

Serra Club 

www.ncdserraclub.com 

 

Serra USA Council 

www.serraus.org 

Mark 

Your 

calendars 

L 
ast month I related 

how an unexpected e-

mail message had led 

to discovery of a little-known 

Catholic school in Dallas, an 

idea for an upcoming dinner 

meeting program, and the 

revelation of an interesting 

detail from the past of one of 

our long-time members. An-

other equally unexpected 

message received verbally in 

November led to a chain of 

events that will provide a 

unique opportunity for our 

January dinner meeting. As 

the old saying goes, “life is 

what happens to us while we 

are making other plans.” 

It was near the end of the first 

meeting of the VAP Steering 

Committee that our District 

Governor, Lawrence Whaley, 

mentioned that the president of 

Serra International, Dr. Thomas 

Wong from Hong Kong, will be 

in Dallas on January 16 to visit 

his good friends Bill and Sue 

Cicherski. He said he wanted to 

plan some kind of Serra gather-

ing on that date to give our local 

members an opportunity to meet 

Dr. Wong. I checked my calen-

dar and realized January 16 is 

the date for our monthly dinner 

meeting. My first thought was to 

inform Lawrence that if he 

planned an evening event, our 

members would have a conflict 

would that prevent most of them 

from being able to attend. 

As I discussed it with him after 

the meeting, I realized Lawrence 

was going to need to make ar-

rangements for his event, includ-

ing a location and time, and try 

to determine how many local 

Serrans would be able to attend. 

I offered that, since we already 

have a facility scheduled that 

evening, perhaps he might con-

sider using our meeting as a fo-

rum to allow local Serrans to 

meet Dr. Wong. Over the next 

few weeks, he coordinated with 

the Cicherskis, both of whom are 

past presidents of Serra Interna-

tional, and the other clubs in our 

district and in District 46W, and 

planning was completed to have 

Dr. Wong and the Cicherskis 

attend our January 16 dinner 

meeting. Our secretary, Mary 

LaFave, is taking reservation 

requests from members of other 

clubs in addition to tracking the 

count of our 

own members 

who plan to 

attend. 

Dr. Wong will 

be arriving Sun-

day evening, 

January 15, 

from Chicago, 

and I realized 

soon after the 

planning started 

that he likely will be participat-

ing in the Serra USA Council 

Super Weekend activities that 

weekend. Kurt Metyko, presi-

dent of the USA Council, will of 

course also be participating in 

the weekend ac-

tivities in Chica-

go, and Law-

rence has con-

firmed that Kurt, 

whose father 

once served as 

president of Ser-

ra International, 

will also be in 

the area and will 

be attending our meeting. It may 

possibly have 

happened 

before, but 

this is certain-

ly a rare and 

unique occa-

sion for the 

presidents of 

both SI and 

USAC to at-

tend a meeting of a local Serra 

Club. 

We are planning for attendance 

of as many as 80 people at the 

January 16 meeting, since other 

events scheduled that evening at 

Canyon Creek Country Club will 

limit us to our usual meeting 

room. So it is important for all 

members to indicate as soon as 

possible if they will be able to 

attend. We plan to carry out our 

usual program, with Holy Trini-

ty Seminary Rector Rev. Msgr. 

Michael Olson as the guest 

speaker. We will provide an 

opportunity after Msgr. Olson’s 

talk for brief remarks from Dr. 

Wong and Mr. Metyko, and 

those in attendance will have an 

opportunity before and after the 

meeting to meet and talk with 

both of them. 

To provide an additional oppor-

tunity for those Dallas and Fort 

Worth Serrans who may not be 

able to attend our dinner meet-

ing, the University of Dallas 

Club will be hosting a Mass and 

breakfast at 7:00 a.m. January 16 

at the University. Anyone wish-

ing to attend that event should 

contact Sue Cicherski by phone 

(214-871-2425) or by e-mail 

(gv1713@aol.com) not later 

than Monday, January 9.  The 

cost is ten dollars. 

Our Club Has a Unique Opportunity 

 Don Simoneaux 

President’s Focus 

Dr Thomas Wong 
President 

Serra International 

Kurt Metyko 
President USAC 
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North Central Dallas 

Serra Club 

Board of Trustees 

2011-2012 

bership in the Dallas Fort Worth 

area has been declining, the VAP 

committee has come up with a 

program that should provided full 

funding, promote the VAP week-

end, and also earn some positive 

publicity for Serra which should 

help our membership increase. 

Our major source of funding for 

the weekend has been the sale of 

raffle tickets for some very valua-

ble donated prizes. Past efforts 

have concentrated on the Serra 

members themselves buying the 

tickets and then covering the re-

mainder of funds required to run 

the program by assessments to 

each club. Several clubs, particu-

larly NCD and the Arlington 

Club, have had great success by 

selling raffle tickets at Churches 

in our area. Our pastors have 

been very, very , supportive of 

this activity, so our committee 

decided to promote this drive 

among all the Dallas and Fort 

Worth Clubs. 

This year, the VAP committee is 

providing sales aids (i. e. adver-

tising posters, bulletin announce-

ments etc.) to all the clubs and 

encouraging them to sell tickets 

at the more populous parishes. 

We will personally deliver raffle 

tickets and this material to all the 

clubs in the area-including NCD-

and require the clubs to distribute 

these tickets to their members and 

to use the advertising aids to sell 

raffle tickets at their parishes. 

Having the Clubs responsible for 

distributing tickets to members 

and setting up parish sales should 

create more positive enthusiasm 

for The VAP and the work of 

Serra. We believe if we do this 

we will get the funds required for 

VAP and perhaps other Vocation 

efforts, gain positive publicity for 

the VAP weekend, and at the 

same time 

generate 

positive 

publicity for 

Serra. And 

this publici-

ty should 

help us re-

cruit new 

members to 

continue and 

accelerate 

our Vocation 

activities. 

In the very near future, NCD 

members will receive tickets to 

buy, sell, or return to the club for 

sale at our parish sales. All of you 

will be given the opportunity to 

participate in this activity. And it 

will require many of you to do 

this work for Serra. 

You will hear more about this at 

our Serra meetings. 

A 
ll Serrans  are in Serra 

because of their interest 

in and their desire to 

promote the priesthood and oth-

er religious vocations.  And the 

most important activity or pro-

gram that Serrans in this area 

promote is the VAP. 

This year, our club, North Central 

Dallas, is in charge of the program 

and one of our first responsibilities 

is to provide adequate funding. To 

accomplish this, a group of NCD 

Serrans have been preparing for a 

fund drive that will begin early in 

January and last till mid May. Be-

cause Costs are rising and mem-

 

Vocation Awareness Program (VAP) Notes 
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Vocations 

Tony Schmidt 
VP Vocations 

The Crowley Mansion at 315 

West Lookout Drive, Richard-

son, Texas was the setting of 

the 2011 Christmas Celebra-

tion of the Serra Club of North 

Central Dallas for the 17th 

consecutive year. An added 

feature this year was the avail-

ability of Red Wine thanks to 

a last minute dispensation 

from the Vatican.  

The extensive menu included: 

 Shrimp w/cocktail sauce 

 Desserts 

 Bread Sticks 

 Desserts 

 Pizza 

 Desserts 

 Cheese's & Berries tray 

 Desserts 

 Katie’s Meat Balls 

 Desserts 

 Grapes 

 Desserts 

 Chicken Breasts 

 Desserts 

 Sliders 

 Desserts 

 Cauliflower, Carrot Sticks, 

Celery Sticks, & Broccoli 

with Dip 

 Desserts 

 Florence & Vince’s Roasted 

Pecans w/Cinnamon & Sugar 

 Desserts 

 Sweet Potatoes 

 Desserts 

 Green Salad 

 Desserts 

 Green Bean Casserole 

 Desserts 

 Scalloped Potatoes 

 Desserts 

 Tomato & Artichoke Salad 

 Desserts 

 Cheese, Crackers & Dips 

 Desserts 

 Lasagna 

 Desserts 

 Ham & Cheese Tray 

 Desserts 
 

In addition to the wide assortment 

of appetizers, salads and entrée’s 

a wide array of delicious Christ-

mas Desserts was provided. 

Pictures on pages 6, 7,  and 8. 

The Cowboys are Losing! 

Big Brother is Watching! 

Serra International Celebrates Christmas 2011 at the Crowley’s 
Through the Serra Club of North Central Dallas Representatives 
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  Rev. Cliff Smith 

 
JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 

 
George Stewart       3th 
Paul Ficalora      9th 
Dan O’Connell   11th 
Gregory McCurry 14th 
Joseph Semler   22th 
Ralph Armstrong 24th 
Richard Park  24th 
Tony Schmidt   26th 
Jo Ficalora  28th 

 
 

JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES  
 

Therese & Paul Reittinger 5th 
Dawn & Dennis Epping   7th 

      Mark & Lisa Venincasa     19th 
 

Continue to Lift Up in  Prayer 
 

Therese Reittinger         
Carolyn Tromba               

Ellen Rossini                    
George &  Jeanne Stewart 

    Bernadette & Ed Johnson 
Betty Monaghan 

Katie Park 

Serra Mensajero  is the North Cen-

tral Dallas monthly newsletter which 
reports activities, provides news to 
members and supports Club goals.  
 
Editor, Dick Park   
Staff Photographer, Vicki Dean 

A 
 recent experience underscored 

the need for a better understand-

ing by Catholics of the Sacrament 

of Anointing of the Sick.  A parishioner 

came home to find his wife collapsed on 

the floor and unconscious.  He called 911 

and she was taken to a hospital about 40 

minutes from their parish. The next morn-

ing, the cardiologist told him that things 

were looking very serious.  He said it was 

her second heart attack, although unaware 

when she ever had the first one.  He said 

it probably accounted for her poor health 

over past two months.  The following 

morning things were so grave that he be-

gan calling family to come home.  The 

wife had two blood transfusions that af-

ternoon.  Finally on the third day, a Sun-

day, he tried to reach his parish priest to 

come and anoint her.  One priest was out 

of town and the remaining two were cov-

ering eight Masses.  Neither could get 

away for the two hours it would take to 

get the distant hospital.   It was recom-

mended that they call a parish closer to 

the hospital.  This was done and the wife 

was anointed.   

The good news is that she is improving. 

The bad news is that the Sacrament of 

Anointing of the Sick was not used as it is 

intended. 

Formerly called Extreme Unction ... meaning 

the Last Anointing, the Anointing of the Sick 

is given to bring spiritual and even physical 

strength during an illness, especially near the 

time of death, but also at the onset of any seri-

ous illness.  Anointing of the Sick is to 

strengthen those who are being tried by seri-

ous or chronic illness, those with serious con-

cern for their health or those suffering the 

debilitating effects of advanced age:   

 It seeks healing if it is God’s will. 

 It brings strength and peace of mind in 

suffering. 

 It is also for the forgiveness of sin. 

In this case the priest should 

have been called on arriving 

at the hospital on the first 

day.  Even better, as the 

wife was experiencing the 

effects of an unrecognized 

illness the Sacrament of 

Anointing of the Sick 
should have been requested.  

Their parish has offered Anointing of the Sick 

twice a month at a weekend Mass. 

On a related point, Catholics in the Dallas 

Diocese need to recognize that Sunday is at 

best going to be a difficult day to get a priest 

due to the large number of parishioners and 

Masses being served by far fewer priests than 

almost anywhere in the USA.  When calling 

for a priest in most circumstances it is best to 

call the nearest parish if not in your own par-

ish boundaries. Every hospital is served by a 

parish.  In an emergency the nearest parish 

has the best chance of responding in the least 

amount of time. 

 

A Misunderstood and Underused Sacrament 
Part 1 

Chaplain’s Corner 

Father Cliff 

31 Club  The 31 Club is a commitment by 

Serrans to attend Mass and  pray for vocations 
on a specific day each month. If you wish to par-
ticipate in this important ministry please e-mail 
Hank Himmelberg at 
hankhimmelberg@verizon.net 

1st 
1st 
1st 
2nd 
2nd 
3rd 
4th 
5th 
6th 
7th 
7th 
7th 
7th 
8th 
9th 
9th 
10th 
11th 
12th 
13th 
14th 
15th 
15th 

16th 
17th 
18th 
18th 
19th 
20th 
21st 
21st 
21st 
22nd 
23rd 
24th 
24th 
24th 
25th 
26th 
27th 
27th 
28th 
28th 
29th 
30th 
31st 

Jerry Hurster 
Paul Ficalora 
Jo Ficalora 
Dick Park 
Katie Park 
Bill Crowley 
 
Bill Baillargeon 
John Fitzpatrick 
Vince Ahern 
Betty Monaghan 
Bill Condon 
Lou Neeb 
 
Peter La Fave 
Mary La Fave 
Vicki Dean 
Jim Duffy 
Mark Venincasa 
Therese Reittinger 
Jack Tromba 
Don Simoneaux 
Jack Hardage 

Hank Himmelberg 
John Fitzpatrick 
Ann Larriviere 
Rod Larriviere 
 
Tony Schmidt 
Doug Biglen 
Veronica Biglen 
Bill Higgins 
Joe Semler 
Paul Reittinger 
Ralph Armstrong 
Jim Hogan 
Kay Hogan 
 
 
Chris Taylor 
Warren Schneider 
Bill Larsen 
Bonnie Larsen 
Carl Rossini 
Katy Warren 
 

Rev. Msgr. 

Michael F. 

Olson, Rec-

tor of Holy 

Trinity Semi-

nary, will be 

our speaker 

at the Janu-

ary 16th din-

ner meeting. 

Serran Joe Semler has pointed out that all 

but seven of the current Seminarians at 

Can Serra Club of North Central Dallas Support Seminarians? 

local Seminaries are supported financially 

by the local Knights of Columbus Councils. 

St Mark’s Council 6065 supports five semi-

narians each year with a $500 gift as do 

many of the councils in the Dallas and Ft 

Worth Dioceses. If you have any com-

ments, ideas, suggestions (or extra cash) 

please contact Joe at  972-239-4474 or 

gsemler@yahoo.com or bring them to the 

attention of any board ember. 



 

 

Early Church Fathers:   Saint Basil the Great 

S 
t Basil was one of the 

group of great oriental 

theologians to whom, 

under God, we owe our right 

belief in the Trinity and the 

Incarnation, and also the 

chief organizer of ascetic 

community life in the East. 

He was born in 329 at Caesa-

rea, the capital of Cappado-

cia, far up in the interior of 

Asia Minor. A surprising 

number of his family are hon-

ored as saints: his grandmoth-

er St Macrina the Elder, his 

father and mother, St Basil 

the Elder and St Emmelia, his 

brothers St Gregory of Nyssa 

and St Peter of Sebaste, and 

his sister St Macrina the 

Younger. He studied at Con-

stantinople and went on from 

there to Athens, which was 

still the great university city 

of the Greek-speaking world. 

Here his fellow student and 

close friend was another 

young Cappadocian, St Greg-

ory Nazianzen, who with the 

two brothers Basil and Greg-

ory of Nyssa makes up the 

trio of Cappadocian doctors 

of the church.  

When Basil returned to Caesarea 

he taught rhetoric for some years 

in the city. Then he retired from 

the world, inspired by the exam-

ple of his elder sister Macrina, 

who with her widowed mother 

had already founded her own 

community of nuns on one of 

the family estates at Annesi on 

the river Iris. He travelled 

through all the monastic centers 

of the east, Egypt, Syria, Pales-

tine and Mesopotamia, to study 

the monastic life wherever it 

was flourishing. Then he re-

turned and founded his own 

community not far from that of 

his sister; and the way of life 

which he worked out for it, on 

the basis of what he had seen on 

his travels, is still that which is 

followed by all the monks of the 

eastern Orthodox churches and 

by some Catholic monks of the 

Byzantine rite. Furthermore it 

deeply influenced St Benedict, 

who knew St Basil's ascetic 

writings in a Latin translation by 

Rufinus, and through him the 

whole of western monasticism. 

It was a way of life better bal-

anced and more humane than the 

most important earlier form of 

ascetic common life, the Egyp-

tian monasticism of St Pachomi-

us. There was more loving obe-

dience and less harsh discipline; 

a moderate communal asceti-

cism (extreme enough, certainly, 

by modern standards) instead of 

individual competition in auster-

ities; and an emphasis on work, 

intellectual (the prayerful study 

of the Scriptures) and manual 

(useful labor for the benefit of 

the monastic community). St 

Basil only lived for five years as 

a monk in his monastery. But 

what he did and wrote then was 

the most immediately and last-

ingly successful part of his life's 

work.  

In 370 he became archbishop of 

Caesarea. At that time the Arian 

heresy, which denied that Christ 

was God, in the sense of his 

being of the same substance 

with the Father, was at the 

height of its influence. The Em-

peror Valens was an Arian, and 

was vigorously persecuting the 

Catholics. St Basil's primary 

task as archbishop was the de-

fence of the Catholic faith, 

which he carried out for the rest 

of his life with unflinching cour-

age, great intellectual power, 

and a charity and desire for 

agreement with his opponents 

(though not at the price of ortho-

doxy) unusual among theologi-

cal controversialists. He so over-

awed the Prefect of the east, 

Modestus, and the Emperor Va-

lens himself, that he and his dio-

cese were left alone, though 

there was persecution every-

where else. His answer to the 

Prefect, recorded (perhaps with 

some embellishments) by St 

Gregory Nazianzen, may explain 

why, and gives an excellent idea 

of the quality of the man. Mod-

estus had threatened him with 

confiscation, exile, torture and 

death. St Basil said, 'Well, in 

truth, confiscation means noth-

ing to a man who has nothing, 

unless you covet these wretched 

rags and a few books; that is all I 

possess. As to exile, that means 

nothing to me, for I am attached 

to no particular place. That 

wherein I live is not mine, and I 

shall feel at home in any place to 

which I am sent. Or rather, I 

regard the whole earth as be-

longing to God, and I consider 

myself as a stranger wherever I 

may be. As for torture, how will 

you apply it? I have not a body 

capable of bearing it, 

unless you are think-

ing of the first blow 

you give me, for that 

will be the only one 

in your power. As 

for death, this will be 

a benefit to me, for it 

will take me the 

sooner to the God for 

whom I live . . .' The 

Prefect said that no-

body had ever spo-

ken to him like that. 

St Basil replied, 

'Perhaps that is be-

cause you have never 

had to deal with a 

bishop.'  

Besides defending the Catholic 

faith against heresies, St Basil 

was a model diocesan bishop. 

He visited every part of his dio-

cese continually, he organized a 

great hospital for the sick poor, 

and like all ancient bishops he 

preached very frequently, some 

of his courses of sermons, which 

are major theological works, 

have been preserved. Heresy 

was by no means his only trou-

ble. There was every sort of di-

vision among the Catholics of 

the east and very considerable 

misunderstandings between east 

and west. St Basil's life as a 

bishop, in fact was lived in the 

midst of the sort of miserable 

muddles so common in the his-

tory of the church, when every-

body is more or less in the 

wrong, no one trusts anybody 

else, and Christian charity is 

very little in evidence. His own 

charity never failed, and he 

worked unceasingly for peace 

and unity. But he was misunder-

stood and misrepresented; all his 

efforts to unite the Catholics 

seemed to go wrong. He did just 

live to see the death of Valens, 

which meant the end of the Ari-

an persecution: but he died very 

soon after, worn out, at the age 

of only forty-nine, on January 

1st (the date on which the east-

ern churches keep his chief 

feast) 379.  
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Saint Basil the Great 

Saint Basil Cathedral, Moscow 



 

 

Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord—January 8th 
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T 
he observance had its 

origins in the Eastern 

Christian Churches and 

was a general celebration of 

the manifestation of the Incar-

nation of Jesus Christ. It in-

cluded the commemoration of 

his birth; the visit of the Magi 

("Wise Men", as Magi were 

Persian priests) to Bethlehem; 

all of Jesus’ childhood events, 

up to and including his bap-

tism in the Jordan by John the 

Baptist; and even the miracle 

at the Wedding of Cana in 

Galilee. It seems fairly clear 

that the Baptism was the pri-

mary event being commemo-

rated.  

Christians fixed the date of the 

feast on January 6 quite early in 

their history. Ancient liturgies 

noted Illuminatio, Manifestatio, 

Declaratio (Illumination, Mani-

festation, Declaration); cf. Mat-

thew 3:13–17; Luke 3:22; and 

John 2:1–11; where the Baptism 

and the Marriage at Cana were 

dwelt upon. Western Christians 

have traditionally emphasized the 

"Revelation to the Gentiles" men-

tioned in Luke, where the term 

Gentile means all non-Jewish 

peoples. The Biblical Magi, who 

represented the non-Jewish peo-

ples of the world, paid homage to 

the infant Jesus in stark contrast 

to Herod the Great (King of Ju-

dea), who sought to kill him. In 

this event, Christian writers also 

inferred a revelation to the Chil-

dren of Israel. Saint John Chrys-

ostom identified the significance 

of the meeting between the Magi 

and Herod's court: "The star had 

been hidden from them so that, on 

finding themselves without their 

guide, they would have no alter-

native but to consult the Jews. In 

this way the birth of Jesus would 

be made known to all.". 

The earliest reference to Epipha-

ny as a Christian feast was in 

A.D. 361, by Ammianus Marcel-

linus St. Epiphanius says that 

January 6 is hemera genethlion 

toutestin epiphanion (Christ's 

"Birthday; that is, His Epipha-

ny"). He also asserts that the Mir-

acle at Cana occurred on the same 

calendar day.  

In 385, the pilgrim Egeria (also 

known as Silvia) described a cele-

bration in Jerusalem and Bethle-

hem, which she called 

"Epiphany" (epiphania) that com-

memorated the Nativity of Christ. 

Even at this early date, there was 

an octave associated with the 

feast. 

In a sermon delivered on Decem-

ber 25, 380, St. Gregory of Nazi-

anzus referred to the day as ta 

theophania ("the Theophany", an 

alternative name for Epiphany), 

saying expressly that it is a day 

commemorating he hagia tou 

Christou gennesis ("the holy na-

tivity of Christ") and told his lis-

teners that they would soon be 

celebrating the baptism of Christ. 

Then, on January 6 and 7, he 

preached two more sermons, 

wherein he declared that the cele-

bration of the birth of Christ and 

the visitation of the Magi had 

already taken place, and that they 

would now commemorate his 

Baptism. At this time, celebration 

of the two events was beginning 

to be observed on separate occa-

sions, at least in Cappadocia. 

Adoration of the Magi  
by Bartolomé Esteban Murillo,  

17th century  
(Toledo Museum of Art, Ohio. 

A 
n Irishman moves 

into a tiny hamlet in 

County Kerry, walks 

into the pub and promptly or-

ders three beers. 

The bartender raises his eye-

brows, but serves the man three 

beers, which he drinks quietly at a 

table, alone.  

An hour later, the man has fin-

ished the three beers and orders 

three more.  

This happens yet again.  

The next evening the man again 

orders and drinks three beers at a 

time, several times. Soon the en-

tire town is whispering about the 

Man Who Orders Three Beers.  

Finally, a week later, the bartend-

er broaches the subject on behalf 

of the town. "I don't mean to pry, 

but folks around here are wonder-

ing why you always order three 

beers?"  

'Tis odd, isn't it?" the man replies, 

"You see, I have two brothers, 

and one went to America, and the 

other to Australia. We promised 

each other that we would always 

order an extra two beers whenev-

er we drank as a way of keeping 

up the family bond."  

The bartender and the whole town 

was pleased with this answer, and 

soon the Man Who Orders Three 

Beers became a local celebrity 

and source of pride to the hamlet, 

even to the extent that out-of-

towners would come to watch 

him drink.  

Then, one day, the man comes in 

and orders only two beers. The 

bartender pours them with a 

heavy heart. This continues for 

the rest of the evening - he orders 

only two beers. The word flies 

around town. Prayers are offered 

for the soul of one of the brothers.  

The next day, the bartender says 

to the man, "Folks around here, 

me first of all, want to offer con-

dolences to you for the death of 

your brother. You know-the two 

beers and all..."  

The man ponders this for a mo-

ment, then replies, "You'll be hap-

py to hear that my two brothers 

are alive and well... It's just that I, 

myself, have decided to give up 

drinking for Lent." 

 

Lost on a rainy Friday night, a 

priest stumbles into a monastery 

and requests shelter there. Fortu-

nately, he's just in time for dinner 

and was treated to the best fish 

and chips he's ever had.  

After dinner, he goes into the 

kitchen to thank the chefs. He is 

met by two brothers, "Hello, I'm 

Brother Michael, and this is 

Brother Francis."  

"I'm very pleased to meet you. I 

just wanted to thank you for a 

wonderful dinner. The fish and 

chips were the best I've ever tast-

ed. Out of curiosity, who cooked 

what?"  

Brother Michael replied, "Well, 

I'm the fish friar."  

Father turns to the other brother 

and says, "Then you must be...." 

"Yes, I'm afraid I'm the chip 

monk..." 

Three Brothers 
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