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MARK
YOUR
CALENDAR
Wednesday, January 1
Happy 2014

Friday, January 3
1st Friday Mass, Breakfast
6:30 a.m. St. Mark’s

January 15-19
Serra USAC Super Weekend

Monday, January 20
Dinner Meeting
6 p.m.
Canyon Creek Country Club

Wednesday, January 29
Ordination of Bishop Olson
As Bishop of Ft. Worth
Fort Worth, TX

Sunday, February 2
World Day for Consecrated Life

Sunday, February 9
Mass with the Seminarians
9:15 a.m. Holy Trinity Seminary

January Dinner meeting will
feature guest speaker the Rev.
Billy Huete , S. J., theology
teacher and rector at Jesuit College Prep of Dallas.

Visit these
Serra web sites...
North Central Dallas
Serra Club
www.ncdserraclub.com
Serra USA Council
www.serraus.org

Richardson, Texas

January 2014

Annual Christmas Party
Thank you to Don and Carolyn Simoneaux for
hosting the annual Christmas Party for the
Serra Club of North Central Dallas.
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Thank You Lord for Everything

Many of us got to experience the true meaning of Thanksgiving on the First Friday in December. While we spent Thanksgiving eating turkey with our families and friends and watching football, the appreciation of what we have didn't come until later.
Mary and I had planned to go to the first Friday Mass for Jim Hogan at St. Marks but God
had other plans. Everything just shut off at midnight on Thursday and ice covered our streets
and sidewalks. There we were with no heat on the coldest day and no lights. While we made
the best of it with candles, a gas stovetop, and flashlights (Made for a nice candlelight dinner)
it made us appreciate what we take for granted and gave us pause for reflection on ALL the
things we take for granted. It was a day of doing without all the things that are a matter of
course during a normal day. Even now, as I write this article, I realize that I take for granted
the PC I am typing on, the warm house I sit in, the hot coffee I drink, and the lights that let
me see what I am doing. None of that was available to me that day. And we can take that to a larger scale: My wife
had hip surgery in August and while she went through many months of pain and healing, she walks. And I had open
heart surgery in February and while there was pain in recovering for several months, my heart beats and I live. Maybe
we were unable to get out of our garage on December 6 and get to Mass - maybe not even that weekend at all - but we
do have our faith and our freedom to worship - We can thank God for that. We have so very much to be thankful for
and it goes beyond the warm homes, the ample food, and the toys that we have. We have our families and our friends,
the people that enrich our lives and if it takes a cold day in December to make us realize that then so be it.
North Central Dallas
Serra Club
Board of Trustees
20122012-2013
President
Peter LaFave

Did anyone see the special on Father Junipero Serra on EWTN in December? It was a
very well done and informative piece on our patron. A lighter note that occurred during the
showing showed what happens when a couple spends a lot of time together. There was a
priest in the introduction who used his hands a lot to express himself. After watching him
for several minutes, Mary and I turned to each other at the exact same moment, in perfect
unison, and asked "Is he Italian?"

V.P. Programs
Chris Taylor

I hope you have all had a Very Merry Christmas celebrating the birth of Our Lord and I
wish you a very healthy and happy New year. (But remember to Thank our Lord

V.P. Vocations
Tony Schmidt

for it).

V.P. Membership
Jim Duffy
V.P. Communications
Marie Baert

Pete La Fave
Positive News From Serra USA Council (recap of email on December 6)

Treasurer
Ralph Armstrong

·

Dismissal of the law suit

Secretary
Mary LaFave

·

Reinstatement of the USA Council of Serra International

·

Approval of the Resolution of Unity by both the SI and USAC boards

·

Hiring of new Executive Director of Serra International , John Liston

Trustees
Don Simoneaux
Greg Mechler
Hank Himmelberg

3 Yr.
2 Yr.
1 Yr.

Past President
Larry Montz
Newsletter Editor
Marie Baert
Chaplain
Rev. Cliff Smith

·
Task Force appointed by Sean Yeo and Dan Jones consisting of Dan
Grady, Tim O’Neill, Greg Schwietz, Bob Labat, Cindy Bell, and Greg Lynch, who
are diligently working to bring us together into one office and continue the efforts toward a unified Serra devoted to one world-wide mission of religious vocations.
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Chaplain’s Corner
Neither the New Testament nor the early Church fathers mentioned the date of Jesus' birth,
although they offer details of the circumstances surrounding it. For the early Church, enduring persecution, his birth was simply not important relative to the more important event of
Christ’s death and Resurrection. It was only as they realized the significance of the Incarnation, God entering into Creation and the human condition, that the date of Christ’s birth begin to seem important. Not until the year 336 do we find the first mention of a celebration of
Christ's birth. Speculation on the proper date began in the 3rd and 4th centuries, when the
idea of fixing Christ's birthday started. Quite a controversy arose among Church leaders. Some were opposed to
such a celebration.
Origen (185-254) wrote: "In the Scriptures, no one is recorded to have kept a feast or held a great banquet on his
birthday. It is only sinners who make great rejoicings over the day in which they were born into this world."
Pope John I commissioned a calendar for feasts of the Church. Surprisingly, not only did the scholars preparing
the calendar get Christ's birth wrong by several years, but His supposed December 25th birthday, was also off.
The earliest mention of the observance on Dec. 25th is in the Roman practice of the year 336. This date was
probably chosen as a balance to the popular pagan feast of the Natalis Solis Invicti (Birth of the Unconquered Sun)
by the celebration of the birth of the 'Sun of Righteousness' and its observance in the West, made popular by
Pope Liberius in 354, seems to have spread outward from Rome after about 360 A.D.
Clement of Alexandria suggesting the 20th of May, the celebration of the anniversary does not appear to have
been general till the later 4th century. In 243, an official feast calendar of the time placed the date of Christ's
birth as March 28th. Other dates suggested were April 2nd and November 18th. In the East, January 6 was suggested.
Simply speaking, the date chosen had nothing to do with biblical precedent and everything to do with ecclesiastical authority. Although two thousand years in the past, we can at least determine the probable season of His
birth, and all scriptural indications argue against a December or any other winter date.
In Jerusalem and nearby Bethlehem, December and January were the winter months of increased precipitation in Christ's time, when the roads became practically unusable and people
stayed mostly indoors. The Gospels note that at the time of Christ's birth, the shepherds were
tending their flocks in the fields at night. A common practice of shepherds was keeping their
flocks in the field from April to October, but in the cold and rainy winter months they took
their flocks back home and sheltered them.
Likewise, the census described in the Gospel of Luke points to an earlier month than December. The Roman rulers knew that taking a census in winter would have been impractical and unpopular. Generally a census would
take place after the harvest season, around September or October, when it would not seriously affect the economy, the weather was good and the roads were still dry enough to allow easy travel.
The best “guess-timate” for the birth of Jesus Christ would likely be between April and September. But in the final analysis, it is not so important that we celebrate the precise date of the birth of Jesus, but the creationchanging event of God becoming Man … God entering into the human condition to transform it and bring salvation and redemption: that’s the real meaning of Christmas!

Fr. Clifford G. Smith, Chaplain
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To celebrate the ordination of Bishop Olson of Ft. Worth on Wednesday, January 29, the Serra Club of North Central Dallas Board approved the purchase of two items for a gift. The first item is a Gold Mitre—Metallic and a
Mozzetta (in the appropriate color for a Bishop) These items were on the soon to be appointed Bishop’s list of
needs.

Gold Mitre

Mozzetta

Helpful and Handy Websites for Serrans:
www.serraus.org—the national website for Serra USA
www.ncdserra—our organization’s website where past newsletters can be found
www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/vocations—this site has great information about different video series, prayers, important
dates
www.catholic.org-all thing Catholic
www.holytrinityseminary.com—the website for Holy Trinity Seminary
www.cathdal.org-website for the Dallas Diocese, messages from Bishop Farrell
www.texascatholic.com-the official newspaper of the Diocese of Dallas

31 Club

The 31 Club is a commitment by
Serrans to attend Mass and pray for vocations
on a specific day each month. If you wish to participate in this important ministry please e-mail
Hank Himmelberg at
hankhimmelberg@verizon.net
1st
1st
2nd
2nd
2nd
2nd
3rd
4th
4th
5th
6th
7th
7th
7th
8th
9th
9th
10th
11th
12th
13th
14th
15th
15th

Jerry Hurster
Joan Heiting
Mike Maxwell
Dolores Maxwell
Dick Park
Katie Park
Bill Crowley
Mike Holmes
Ida Keptner
Bob Baillargeon
John Fitzpatrick
Betty Monaghan
Bill Condon
Vince Ahern
Lou Neeb
Peter La Fave
Mary La Fave
Vicki Dean
Jim Duffy
Mark Venincasa
Jack Tromba
Don Simoneaux
Jeff Hardage

16th
17th
18th
18th
19th
20th
21st
21st
21st
22nd
23rd
24th
24th
24th
25th
26th
27th
27th
27th
28th
28th
29th
30th
31st

Hank Himmelberg
John Fitzpatrick
Ann Larriviere
Rod Larriviere
Tony Schmidt
Doug Biglen
Veronica Biglen
Bill Higgins

Ralph Armstrong

Chris Taylor
Leo Heiting
Warren Schneider
Bill Larsen
Bonnie Larsen
Katy Warren
Ron Keptner

Anyone interested in submitting articles to the “Serra Mensajero” is
welcome to email marie.baert@verizon.net. Articles should be submitted no later than the 25th of each month if you want it in the current newsletter. Have pictures to share from an event? Submit them
to Marie for publication!

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS
Paul Ficalora
Dan O’Connell
Greg McCurry
Kathi Thomson
Ralph Armstrong
Tony Schmidt
Jo Ficalora

9th
11th
14th
22nd
24th
26th
28th

JUNE ANNIVERSARIES
Dennis and Dawn Epping
7th
Mark and Lisa Venineasa
19th

Continue to Lift Up in
Prayer
Mary LaFave
Katy Warren

Serra Mensajero

is the North Central
Dallas monthly newsletter which reports
activities, provides news to members and
supports Club goals.
Editor: Marie Baert

