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Friday, January 1 
Solemnity of Mary, Mother of 
God 
 
 
January 14-17, 2016 
The Serra Rally 
Houston, TX 
 
 
Monday, January 18 
Monthly Dinner Meeting 
6:30 Dinner 
Canyon Creek Country Club 
 
 
Sunday, February 7th 
9:15 Mass 
Holy Trinity Seminary 
 
 
Friday, February 5 
1st Friday Mass, Breakfast  
6:30 a.m. 
St. Mark’s Catholic Church 
 
 
Monday, February 15 
Monthly Dinner Meeting 
6:30 Dinner 
Canyon Creek Country Club 
 
 
June 30-July 3 
Serra International Convention 
St. Louis, MO 

Serra Mensajero  is the North 
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Club goals.  
 
Editor: Marie Baert  
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www.ncdserraclub.com 
 

Serra USA Council 
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A 
 nice big “Thank you” to Don and Carolyn 
Simoneaux for opening their beautiful hone to 
our Club for the annual Christmas party once 

again. A good time was had by everyone that attended. 
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President’s Focus 

 

H appy New Year!  I Hope everyone had a joyful holiday season and an overall 
good year in 2015.  As we start making plans for 2016, I will mention that our Serra Club 
of North Central Dallas have several events on the horizon.  Our monthly dinner meetings 
again will have an excellent line up of speakers who will provide their insight and 
knowledge to a wide range of topics that involve vocations.   
 
They are:  
 
January – Deacon John O’Leary – Diaconal Ministry & Formation Director  
February – Carol Ackels – Director - Ignatian Spirituality Institute 
March – Thomas W. Poore, M.Ed. – President JP II Catholic High School 
April – Kate Dailey, President - Bishop Dunne Catholic School 
 
One of our more recent speakers, Fr. Joshua Whitfield, St. Rita’s Director of Faith Formation and Education, was rec-
ognized in the Dallas Morning News for a Homily given in response to the recent events.   A copy of his Homily is 

The Hope of the New Year 

attached (see page 3). 
 
In February, our club will be hosting the reception at the Seminary after Mass on the 7th.  
Additionally, it has just been announced that Msgr. Greg Kelly has been selected to be-
come an Auxiliary Bishop of Dallas. He will be ordained February 11 at the Cathedral.      
 
I encourage that if you are able to attend these events, to do so.     
 

Dennis Epping 

 

 

The Vatican announced 
in the month of Decem-
ber that Mother Teresa 
of Calcutta will be can-
onized a Saint in 2016 
when Pope Francis vis-
its Mexico. 
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I feel I need to tell this story again. It’s a remarkable story. In the summer of 1966 James Meredith was shot walking 
along old Highway 51 near Hernando, Mississippi. He had begun what he called his “walk against fear,” a risky endeav-
or, when he was shot by Aubrey James Norvell from Memphis. Meredith survived, and as he lay recovering in a Mem-
phis hospital, the whole civil rights movement descended upon Memphis—Dr. King and many others. They were deter-
mined to continue the march into northern Mississippi, and so they set out along that hot asphalt that had 
been so dangerous for Meredith just a few days earlier. It was a tumultuous and unharmonious band of civil rights ac-
tivists however—there was by that time considerable disagreement about the character and future of the movement, and 
it was in the summer of 1966, there in northern Mississippi, that these differences began to boil. On the march with 
Dr. King was a young man named Stokely Carmichael, then chair of the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee. 
But he had seen enough, he had had enough, and it was at a rally on an elementary school playground that Carmichael 
introduced as a chant the words, “Black Power!” He said in his speech that night that “every courthouse in Mississippi 
should be burnt down tomorrow.” This bright young man had had enough. 
 
King obviously was troubled by this—“Immediately I had reservations,” he said. The next week King took a detour to 
lead a small march of Baptists in Philadelphia, Mississippi. There, in 1964 three civil rights workers had been abducted 
and killed, but no one as had yet been brought to justice. There, in Philadelphia, King led marchers along the road into 
town, cars speeding past the people, inches away. One man drove down the road with a club in his hand, taking swings 
as he raced by. At the courthouse, King met the deputy sheriff, Cecil Ray Price (he would be convicted for those 1964 
murders the next year—the movie Mississippi Burning tells the story). “You’re the one who…had those fellows in jail?” 
King asked him. “Yes, sir,” he said as he kept King and the other marchers off the courthouse lawn. So King turned 
around and began to speak to the marchers assembled—only about 250 of them. He led a little memorial service there 
in the street, surrounded by hecklers. King was visibly rattled; his voice shook. And he said, “I believe in my heart that 
the murderers are somewhere around me at this moment.” To which Cecil Ray Price, deputy sheriff, said with smile, 
“You’re…right, they’re right behind you right now.” It was at that moment, King later said, that “I had yielded to the 
real possibility of the inevitability of death”—there in Mississippi on a march against fear.   
 

Now why do I tell you this story? I tell you this story simply to show you that, often, this is precisely how the Gospel en-
ters into the world—with a quivering voice, surrounded by hecklers and with danger standing right behind you. This is 
the way it has always been. God’s story is always the weak story told in the shadow of power. Such is, if you didn’t catch 
it, Luke’s point in telling us about the fifteenth year of the reign of Caesar and the rule of Pilate and others right before 
he tells us about this outlier prophet, John the Baptist, preaching repentance and the coming of the Lord—these person-
alities of power, these apparently real rulers of the world casting their dark shadow over the greatest story ever told. 
Luke is not simply writing history here; he’s telling us about power and truth, violence and suffering, the big story of 
man and the small story of God. 
 
Jesus, too, would preach under suspicion (John, of course, was killed). Luke tells us that in Nazareth, at beginning of 
his ministry, the people wanted to throw Jesus off a cliff, but that he was able to escape. John tells us that Jesus had to 
go up to Jerusalem once “in secret” because there were people there who wanted him dead. He was always being 
“tested,” trying to catch him out. They brought that woman, you’ll remember, supposedly caught in adultery; they want-
ed to trick him into either offending the Romans or violating Torah, but he outsmarted them.  They couldn’t trip him 
up, so they began to plot his assassination. This is how it always goes. This is how the gospel is preached—as light in 
darkness, a word of love in a world of hate. 
 
Now I want to speak personally for moment and tell you why I am preaching what I am preaching today. I have come 
to love this church, this sacred space; it is a home for me. And my favorite spot in this whole building is right down 
there in front where I stand to distribute Communion. It is a beautiful thing to see humanity come forward—rich and 
poor, happy and sad, the strong and the weak—all of them, as they come forward to receive the Lord Jesus upon their 
lips and in their hearts, some of them saints, the rest of them trying. But last week I had an experience that has both-
ered me; it’s bothered me greatly in fact. After placing the Host on the 

Homily continued on Page 5 
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31 Club  The 31 Club is a commitment by Ser-
rans to attend Mass and  pray for vocations on a spe-
cific day each month. If you wish to participate in this 
important ministry please e-mail Hank Himmelberg at  
hankhimmelberg@verizon.net 
 

1st   
1st   
1st    
2nd 
2nd 
2nd 
2nd 
3rd 
4th 
4th 
5th 
6th 
7th 
8th 
9th 
9th 
10th 
11th 
12th 
13th 
14th 
15th 
15th 
16th 
17th 

   

18th 
18th 
19th 
20th 
21st 
21st 
22nd 
23rd 
24th 
24th 
25th 
26th 
27th 
27th 
27th 
28th 
28th 
29th 
30th 
31st 

Jerry Hurster   
Joan Heiting 
Ed Johnson 
Dick Park 
Katie Park 
Mike Maxwell 
Dolores Maxwell 
Bill Crowley 
Ida Keptner 
Mike Holmes 
Bob Baillargeon 
John Fitzpatrick 
Bill Condon 
Lou Neeb 
Peter LaFave 
Mary LaFave 
Vicki Dean 
Jim Duffy 
Mark Venincasa 
 
John Tromba 
Don Simoneaux 
Warren Schneider 
Hank Himmelberg 
John Fitzpatrick                    

Rob Larriviere 
Ann Larriviere 
 
Tony Schmidt 
Doug Biglen  
Veronica Biglen 
 
 
Ralph Armstrong 
Kay Hogan 
Kathi Thompson 
 
Warren Schneider 
Chris Taylor 
Leo Heiting 
Bill Larsen 
Bonnie Larsen 
 
Katy Warren 
Ron Kepner 

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 
 

Dan O’Connell   11th 
Greg McCurry   14th 
Barbara Johnson  19th 
Kathi Thompson  22nd 
Ralph Armstrong  24th 
Tony Schmidt   26th 
   

 
 
 

JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES 
 

Dennis and Dawn Epping 
7th 

Mark and Lisa Venincasa 
19th 

Upcoming Speakers 

January – Deacon John O’Leary –  
Diaconal Ministry & Formation Director  
 
February – Carol Ackels – Director -  
Ignatian Spirituality Institute 
 
March – Thomas W. Poore, M.Ed. – 
President JP II Catholic High School 
 
April – Kate Dailey, President - Bishop 
Dunne Catholic School 

NO FIRST FRIDAY IN JANUARY 
 
This month, January, the first Friday falls on January 1st which is a 
Holy Day of Obligation (or as it has been pointed out to me by a priest 
it is a Holy Day of Opportunity).  
 
Since all Catholics are required to attend Mass on January 1st, there 
will be no First Friday for Vocations and no breakfast following Mass 
this month. 
 
Please continue to pray for vocations on your own and rejoin the Club 
in February for First Friday. 
 
 

Mass at Holy Trinity 
Seminary 
9:15 a.m. 

 
February 7th 

April 24th  
 
Remember your break-
fast goodies for the 
Seminarian reception 
following Mass. 

Check out information on Page 6 

of this newsletter for information 

regarding the mini-Convention in 

Houston during the month of 

January. 

 
PRAY FOR THE 

HEALING POWER OF 
GOD FOR: 

Tom Demarest 
Katy Warren 

 
 

 
 

Pope Francis Names New Assistant Bishop of Dallas Diocese 

Pope Francis has named Dal-
las priest Monsignor John 
Gregory Kelly as the new as-
sistant bishop for the Catholic 
Diocese of Dallas.  
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Homily continued from Page 3 
 
tongue of a Christian, one of our brethren, he stared me, face trembling, and he yelled at me, “Father, you forgot to 
say, ‘Kill all the Muslims!’” The body of Christ still was in his mouth. “Kill all the Muslims,” he said. Now I have 
thought about it, and thought about it, and thought about it, and I’ve never seen hell and holiness so mingled togeth-
er. “The body of Christ.” “Kill all the Muslims.” That’s my favorite spot in the whole church; it’s a holy place. 
 
Now I am a minister of Jesus Christ and a preacher of his gospel, and so in his name, let me clear: if you agree with 
that sentiment—“Father, you forgot to say, ‘Kill all the Muslims’”—then this may not be the place for you. And you 
probably need to rethink your commitment to Catholicism because you obviously don’t understand it all, not in the 
slightest. And let me further clarify—and I know I speak for all the clergy of the parish—St. Rita is a place where love 
will be preached, the gospel of Jesus Christ which is love. And if you don’t like that, I am not changing my message. 
Not a single person in this building tells me what to preach. The Spirit comes down upon me like fire, and I will al-
ways preach love because that is the word of Jesus. And his word is more powerful, more eternal, and more truthful 
than yours. The gospel has always been preached as peace against violence, love against hate, and so St. Rita will al-
ways be a church of love. Like John the Baptist, I will always stand on the banks of the Jordan and tell you to repent—
of everything that keeps you from Christ, especially hatred. You’d better repent of your hatred, or you’ll never see 
Jesus. I’m a preacher of the gospel, and I speak in his name. 
 
Just a few days after his experience in Philadelphia, Mississippi, King told a crowd of people, “I’m sick and tired of 
violence…I’m tired of war and conflict in the world. I’m tired of shooting. I’m tired of hatred. I’m tired of selfishness. 
I’m tired of evil. I’m not going to use violence, no matter who says it.” Now I’m tired too, but I will not be silent 
around hatred. I understand difference of opinion and debate, but I will not abide hatred. Hatred is born of a small, 
distorted, bitter view of the world. If, whenever I visit an old person in his or her home, they have the television 
turned on to cable news, I know that I will find an old man or old woman bitter and depressed because they’re watch-
ing spiritual poison. And what is more they get fooled into thinking that what they see is actually what is; they think 
they see the world, but they don’t. They see only that part of the world that sells advertising, and that’s a violent, de-
pressing world.  
 
Social media isn’t helpful either. It seems a lot of Christians have become Islamic scholars lately—they’ve read a Face-
book post, watched a video on YouTube, maybe read a book about it. They barely know Christianity, but they know 
what Islam is—it’s evil, it’s hateful, they tell me. But then I ask them, “What about Mohamed Bouslimani?” “Who’s 
that?” they ask. He was the sheik in Algeria killed because he refused to issue a fetwa. “I will give you all my blood be-
fore I issue a fetwa which will justify the spilling of one drop of innocent Alegrian blood,” he said. You’ve probably 
never heard of him—of course not—because our view of the world is shaped by news that has become entertainment, 
by news that has to sell advertising; and stories of peace do not sell. I ask them if they’ve ever heard of Christian de 
Chergé, the Cistercian monk from Algeria who was actually harassed and finally killed by extremists in 1996—he did-
n’t just comfortably watch it on television. His prayer was, “Disarm me. Disarm them.” Now don’t dare call him an 
idealist, a liberal—he was a faithful Catholic monk who lived it. He prayed for his enemies; even to his executioner he 
wrote, “my last-minute friend…May we meet again as happy thieves in Paradise.” Have you heard of him? No, not like-
ly, because your view of the world is distorted; it’s shaped entirely by the screen. And it leads to bitterness, and that 
becomes hatred, and that becomes “Father, kill the Muslims.” And so, finally, let me be very clear: I’m a preacher of 
the gospel of Jesus Christ—not a liberal, not a conservative, not a Republican, not a Democrat. I am a Christian. And 
this will be a Christian place. Love, not hate. St. Rita will be a place of love—always. I’ll give my life for it. 
 
©2015 Fr. Joshua J. Whitfield 
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 Ignite, Engage, Inspire 
THE SERRA RALLY 

January 14-17, 2016 Houston, TX 
Kick off the new year with the best resolutions for Serra! Introducing THE SERRA RALLY, a gathering of Serrans from near and far to 
bring focus back to our Serran mission. 

We will have a full weekend of inspiring speakers and activities. USA Council national committees will also have time to meet and do their 
work. 

Overview 
Join us in Houston for the second annual Serra RALLY this January. The RALLY is a full weekend of inspiring speakers and workshops 
focused on fostering excellence in Serrans of all levels in all nations. 

We thought we couldn't possibly outdo the great success of the 2015 RALLY, but next year's event is set to do just that! Check out just three 
of the talks and workshops planned for this great weekend designed to enrich and inspire Serrans of all levels: 
 

Reaching the Masses: How to Promote Serra through Media, presented by Lar ry Massey 

Campus Ministry: Increasing Vocation Awareness on College Campuses presented by Fr . David Konder la 

Hundredfold Workshop: Laying the Cornerstones for Your Parish Vocation Ministry presented by Rhonda Gruenewald 

USA Council national leadership will convene for board and committee meetings at the RALLY. 

RALLY Registration and Fee: 

Register before December 15th, 2015 to pay the early registration fee of $275.00. After December 15th, 2015, all registrants will pay the full 
registration fee of $300.00.  

Accommodations for The Serra Rally 

Houston Airport Marriott at George Bush Intercontinental (Book your room Today!) 
18700 John F. Kennedy Blvd.  
Houston TX 77032  
Phone: +1-281-443-2310 

• Fitness Center 
• Pool 
• Restaurants on Site 

Book Your Room 

Event Start date: 1/13/16 
Event End date: 1/18/16 

Marriott hotel(s) offering your special group rate: $115.00 USD per night  
Book your group rate for The Serra Rally 

Last day to book your at the above rate: 12/23/15 

For more information and on line registration : 

http://serraus.org/news_&_events/serra_rally2016.htm 


