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President’s Focus

Invitation to Past Serra Members
Last month I challenged you to say a rosary every day, and this month I am
asking for your help. What I would like to do is to invite all past members
who have left the club for one reason or another to return. In order for us to
do this we need to be able to identify them and locate them. What I would
like you to do is supply us with the names of past members who are still in
Hank Himmelberg
the area. If you have contact with them, invite them to our July 20th Dinner
Meeting or give us their address and phone number so we can contact them. Their
circumstances may have changed and all they need is for someone to invite them back.

Friday, July 3
First Friday Mass, 6:30 a.m.,
Church of St. Mark followed
by Breakfast at Original
Pancake House
The other thing that requires your work is the completion of a SERRA BIOGRAPHY. There
Friday, July 17
Serra Club Board Meeting,
7 a.m., St. Mark
Pastoral Center

are so many of you who have served SERRA in various capacities and have gained a lot of
knowledge on how to do things and we need to know whom we can all upon for advice when
we need it. A number of our board members are serving in their capacity for the first time
and may have questions about how to do certain things. This is certainly true for the
president. The biography form will be e-mailed to you or, if you request it, a hard copy can
be sent to you. Complete the form and bring it to our Dinner on July 20th. For our
associate members, we will pay for dinner for you and your spouse this month if you bring
back a completed Biography. If driving at night is a problem, let us know and we will try to
arrange transportation for you.

.Monday, July 20
Monthly Serra Club Dinner
Meeting, 6:30 p.m. Canyon
Creek Country Club.Speaker Thanks for your help and keep saying those rosaries
Rev. Bruce Bradley

Hank Himmelberg

(Editor’s note: Names and addresses of former members to be invited to the July dinner

.Friday-Sunday, July 17-19
Vocation Awareness
Weekend, closing Mass and
brunch on Sunday, 11 a.m.
Holy Trinity Seminary
Wed.-Thurs., Aug. 26-27
Serra USA Council Super
Weekend, Omaha, Nebraska
Thurs.-Mon., Aug. 27-30
Serra International
Convention, Omaha, NE

Check out these web
sites: North Central Dallas
Serra Club...
www.ncdserraclub.com
Serra US Council...

meeting should be sent to Hank Himmelberg at www.hankhimmelberg@verizon.net )

At Holy Trinity Seminary

VAP Weekend Set For July 1717-19
Serra’s annual Vocation Awareness Program will take place at the
Holy Trinity Seminary Friday to Sunday, July 17-19. VAP is
sponsored and funded by the Serra clubs of the Dallas and Fort
Worth Dioceses. The clubs include Arlington Metro, Dallas, Fort
Worth, Fort Worth Metro, Metropolitan Dallas, North Central Dallas,
Northeast Tarrant County, University of Dallas and Young Serrans. VAP coordinator this
year for the North Central Dallas Club is John Mc Namara.

VAP

The Vocation Awareness Program is a weekend of discernment to help single Catholic
men and women, ages 18-40, find answers about life as a Priest, Sister or Brother. It
includes presentations, panel discussions, question and answer periods and one-on-one
personal conferences with diocesan and order Priests, Sisters and Brothers. There are
no fees. Participants also have the opportunity to dialog with others who share their
feelings and questions about religious vocations. Private rooms and meals are provided.
Participants will not be pressured nor is a commitment sought.
Last year’s VAP weekend attracted 43 participants. Members of the local Serra clubs
are invited to attend the closing Mass at 11 a.m. on Sunday, July 19, followed by brunch
at HolyTrinity Seminary. Serrans who have attended in the past have been rewarded
with an opportunity to visit with the people who have participated in the weekend and
experience their sense of excitement and gratitude as they prepare to move toward on
their faith journeys. Since its beginning in 1990 more than 800 men and women have
participated in the weekend program. Most of them have come from our two dioceses.
Typical attendees are in their mid-twenties and have completed college.
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Governor’s Comments

Serrans Are Committed To Do Work of the Church
(Editor’s note: the following message was sent by Governor Bill Crowley to the Serra club presidents in District 46E)
Today. There are over 11,500 Serrans in 318 Serra Clubs in the US. The primary purpose of the USA Council
is to assist and promote the local Serra club. To accomplish this purpose and respond to the unique vocational
needs of the Church in the US, the USA Council of Serra International adoped a structure and vision to support
vocations. The Episcopal Advisor of the USA Council is Most Rev. Blase` Cupich, Bishop of Rapid City, SD.
Volunteers! Coordinate the activities of Serra clubs in each of the geographic regions in the US. District
Bill Crowley.
governors and the local Serra clubs take the lead in Serra mission throughout the US that is to encourage and
ensure our vocation work is fulfilled. Join us! Therefore, please consider joining us in asking the Lord of the harvest to bless
our efforts in working for vocations. Our Vision. To have all people repsond to God’s call to their vocation in life. We hope: to
educate and inform our members, collaborators, and the Catholic Community of our commitment to promote the ordained
priesthood and religious life. To encourage and affirm the ordained priesthood and vowed religious life as a positive lifestyle. To
inspire and call forth a well-trained and dedicated corps of leaders at all levels of Serra by spiritual and practical formation.
Therefore, that by our works, we will be recognized and sought after as an organization that actively works and promotes
vocations to the ordained priesthood and vowed religious life.
The work of the USA Council of Serra International demonstrates its grounding in the baptismal
call of unity in holiness and in mission to the world by calling forth laborers to reap the harvest of
North Central Dallas
the Spirit. Serra remains a group of laymen and laywomen who are committed to the work of the
Serra Club
Church and who seek to achieve excellence in that vocation while convinced of the need to
support its ministers. By performing works cited as “criteria for ecclesiality for lay groups” by Pope
Board of Trustees
John Paul II in Christifideles Laici, Serrans continue “the reawakening of vocations to...the
2009-2010
ministerial and the consecrated life... and maintain a capacity for teaching and forming Christians.”

Bill Crowley

President

Hank Himmelberg
V.P.Programs

Bob Baillargeon
V.P.Vocations

Larry Montz
V.P.Membership

John Mc Namara

Saying “Yes” to Serra

Installations, Recommitments Made
Former District Governor Elena Blake was present at the Club’s June 15 dinner
meeting to conduct the installation of new member Marie Baert and the installation
of the new Board of Trustees for 2009-2010, as well as the recommitment
ceremony to Serra by the membership. The commitment to Serra included
accepting and supporting the objectives of Serra International, taking an active part
Elena Blake
in Serra programs and activities, striving to witness Christian virtues and praying often and
working diligently for vocations.

V.P.Communications

Lou Neeb
Treasurer

Dennis Epping
Secretary
Catherine Park
Trustees

Paul Ficalora,1st Yr.
Jerry Hurster 2nd Yr.
Bill Crowley, 3rd Yr.
Past President

Ralph Armstrong
Newsletter Editor

Carl Rossini
Chaplain

Rev. Cliff Smith

Other highlinghts of the meeting included the introduction of our Club President Hank
Himmelberg by V.P. Programs Vice President Bob Baillargeon. Past president Ralph Armstrong
presented Hank with the Serra President’s Pin, and in turn, Hank presented Ralph with the Serra
Past President’s Pin.

Omaha August 27-30

Serra International Convention
For the first time in six years the Serra International Convention will be
held in the Midwest of the United States where Omaha, Nebraska will
be the host city the weekend of August 27-30.
“Omaha 2009” will focus on the attention of Serrans on the the ministerial priesthood of the
Church. The convention theme ”Pastores Dabo Vobis - The Role of Christ’s Lay Faithful” invites
Serrans to reflect more deeply on two of Pope John Paul II’s teaching documents of the 1990’s
that are of particular relevance to Catholic laymen and laywomen. The choice of that theme has
been made even more appropriate by the recent decision of His Holiness Pope Benedict XVI to
call a special “Year for Priests” which began on June 19.
The Serra International convention promises to be informative, historical and enjoyable, as well
as being in a relatively closeby location. Registration and additional information are available on
the Serra International website www.serra.org
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Chaplain’s Corner

What Happened to Fridays as Penitential Days?
The Church teaches that all people are obligated by God to perform penance for their sins, and for the
sins of others, and that these acts of penance are both personal and universal. The Church requires
Catholics to perform some specific acts of penance, on all Fridays. This traditionally included fasting
and abstaining from meat at certain times during the year, especially during Lent, up until the 1970’s.

Rev. Cliff Smith

In the Apostolic Constitution of 1966, Paenitemini, Pope Paul VI changed the strict regulation of fasting and abstinence on
Fridays, and recommended that fasting be appropriate to the local economic situation, and that all Catholics voluntarily fast
and abstain. He further recommended that fasting and abstinence be replaced with prayer and works of charity.
In the US, the Bishops conference obtained permission from Rome for Catholics in the US to substitute a penitential, or even
a charitable practice of their own choosing for the weekly Friday observance abstaining from meat. However, during the time
of Lent, the law of abstinence is applied for Fridays. This rule is for all Catholics 14 years of age and older. In honor of Our
Lord’s Passion, one is asked to refrain from eating meat. Meat is considered to be the fleah and organs of mammals and
fowl. Also forbidden are soups or gravies made from them. Salt and freshwater species of fish, amphibians, reptiles and
shellfish are permitted, as are animal derived products such as butter, eggs and gelatin which do not have any meat taste.
Also, on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday, Catholics from the ages of 18 through 59 are asked to fast. Fasting is giving up
the equivalent of one whole meal.
JULY BIRTHDAYS
Hank Himmelberg
Dolores Maxwell
John Mc Namara
Peter La Fave

July 2
July 2
July 2
July 11

JULY ANNIVERSARIES
Bill-Alicia Condon
July 7
William-Bonnie Larson July 7
Ed-Bernadette Johnson July 31

31 Club

The 31 Club is a commitment
by Serrans to attend Mass and
pray for vocations on a specific day each month. If you
are not listed below, and want to participate in this
important ministry, please contact Betty Monaghan at
Betty6@tx.rr.com
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6th John Fitzpatrick
Kay Hogan
7th Vince Ahern
Betty Monaghan
Jack Tromba
Warren Schneider
Bill Condon
8th Lou Neeb

9th Pete La Fave
Mary La Fave
10th Vicki Dean
Bob Baillargeon
George Stewart
11th Deacon Carl Thelin
Barbara Thelin
12th Greg Mechler
Mark Venincasa
13th Therese Reittinger
15th Don Simoneaux
Darwin Hutchinson
Fran Mc Namara
18th Ann Larriviere
Rob Larriviere
20th Tony Schmidt
21st Bill Higgins
22nd Joe Semler
23rd Leo Heiting
Tom Demarest
27th Chris Taylor
29th Carl Rossini
Ellen Rossini
30th Deacon Jack Galino
31st Ron Keptner

The key is to use common sense, and to remember that all Catholics are
still obligated to some act of penitence on all Fridays, even outside of
Lent, to show our love for God and to grow closer to the Creator.

Father Cliff
At the Cathedral

Rev. Anyama Ordained June 13
With his parents and siblings watching intently
from the front pew, Vincent Anyama was
ordained to the priesthood in the Diocese of
Dallas at the Cathedral Shrine of the Virgin of
Guadalupe on June 13. The stirring ceremony
incorporated Father Anyama’s native Nigerian
culture and Igbo language.
Bishop Kevin Farrell thanked Father Anyama’s
parents for nurturing their son’s vocation and
expressed the hope for many more vocations.
A local reception was held for Father Anyama
on June 28 at St. Mark’s. He has been
assigned to be parocial vicar at St. Francis of
Assisi parish in Frisco, effectivce July 24.
Rev. Vincent Anyama

Continue to Lift Up in Prayer
Ellen Rossini
Therese Reittinger
Paul Ficalora

Alicia Condon
Rhonda Picon
Gloria

Serra Mensajero is the North Central Dallas Serra Club monthly
newsletter to communicate activites, provide news to members and
support Club goals. To include items in the newsletter, send e-mail
to Carl Rossini at canderossini@att.net Photographer, Vicki Dean
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Serra Installation
and Recommitment
Serra Club Dinner Meeting
June 15, 2009
Photos by Vicki Dean and Elena Blake

Bob Baillargeon, Bill Crowley, Elena Blake, Ralph Armstrong, Hank Himmelberg

Serra Club Banner
Bill Crowley displays
new banner for the
North Central Dallas

Marie Baert installed
as new member

Incoming President Hank Himmelberg receives
pin from out going President Ralph Armstrong

North Central Dallas Serra Club Board of Trustees Installed for 2009-2010 , first row, Bill Crowley, Trustee; Ralph Armstrong, Past
President; Rev.Cliff Smith, Chaplain; Katie Park, Secretary; back row, Dennis Epping, Treasurer; Lou Neeb, V.P. Communications; Jerry
Hurster, Trustee; Hank Himmelberg, President; Larry Montz, V.P. Vocations; Carl Rossini, Newsletter Editor; Bob Baillargeon, V.P.
Programs. Missing from picture, John Mc Namara, V.P. Membership; Paul Ficalora, Trustee.

