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Mark
Your
calendars
Friday, June 3
First Friday Mass, and
breakfast, 6:30 a.m.,
Church of St. Mark
Friday, June 10
Serra Club Board
Planning Meeting, 7 a.m.,
St. Mark Pastoral Center
Friday, June 17
Serra Club Board
Meeting, 7 a.m., St.
Mark Pastoral Center
Monday, June 20
Serra Club Dinner Meeting, 6:30, p.m., Canyon
Creek Country Club,
Serran of the Year Award
Presentation
Fri,-Sun, June 24-26
VAP Weekend,
Holy Trinity Seminary
Friday, July 1
First Friday Mass, and
breakfast, 6:30 a.m.,
Church of St. Mark and
Poor Richard’s, Plano
Friday, July 15
Serra Club Board
Meeting, 7 a.m., St.
Mark Pastoral Center
Monday, July 18
Serra Club Dinner Meeting, 6:30 p.m., Canyon
Creek Country Club,
Rev James Oberle, S.S.

Visit these
Serra web sites...
North Central Dallas
Serra Club
www.ncdserraclub.com
Serra USA Council
www.serraus.org

Richardson, Texas
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VAP 2011 Discernment Weekend Inspires Participants

A

s more than 850
others have for the
past
20
years,
young Catholic men
and women from throughout
the Dallas-Fort Worth area
gathered at Holy Trinity Seminary in Irving the last weekend
of June for the annual Vocation Awareness Program discernment weekend. The program, sponsored by all Serra
Clubs in the two dioceses
(Serra Districts 46E and 46W),
in conjunction with the diocesan vocations offices, is the
most significant local Serra
vocations activity of the year.

By Don Simoneaux
and staff at no cost to them.
After a hot meal served in the
refectory, the formal program
began in the assembly room.

Religious priests, sisters, and
brothers served as staff for the
weekend. They and the 17
young men and 13 young
women participants started
arriving late Friday afternoon,
June 24, and were escorted to
their rooms by members of the
Young Serra Club of Dallas.
Private rooms and all meals
were provided to participants

Joe Semler Receives Serran of the Year Award

The highlight of the evening
was the keynote address provided by Father Vincent Anyama, Parochial Vicar at St.
Francis of Assisi parish in
Frisco. Father Anyama was
ordained just two years ago
and is familiar to North Central
Dallas Serrans from his years
studying at Holy Trinity Seminary. He spoke of his journey
to the priesthood, which
started in his home country of
(Continued on page 2)

By Don Simoneaux

Joe Semler was presented with the Serra Club of North Central Dallas Serran of the Year award for
2010-2011 at the club’s monthly dinner meeting June 20, 2011. Tony Schmidt chaired the selection
committee for this year’s award and cited Joe’s many years of dedicated service to the club and to
the mission of supporting church vocations.
Joe is one of the regulars when members of our club attend Sunday Mass at the seminary and provide snacks for the after-Mass
reception. He sets a great example for other Serrans by always
finding time to talk with and provide encouragement to the seminarians. His son, Father Andrew Semler, is pastor of St. Anthony
parish in Wylie.
Tony spoke with Monsignor Michael Olson, Rector of Holy Trinity
Seminary, who said, “Joe Semler has played such an integral part in many different areas at the
seminary. Joe has done a lot for beautification to the front gardens of the seminary, where he has
shared his time and talents and has solicited donations as well. His efforts have been so much appreciated by all of us at the seminary. What a blessing for us — thank you, Joe!”
Tony also spoke with Deacon Paul Reittinger, Facilities Manager at St. Paul, who said, “Joe Semler
is a tireless volunteer who works behind the scenes and gets things done for the parish, sometimes
before we even know of the need. He also is a great asset in getting donations from others when the
need arises. Thanks, Joe!”
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President’s Focus
We Look Forward to Working for Vocations for another Year
It is a great honor and privilege to assume the role of president of the Serra Club of North Central Dallas for the coming year.
Greg Mechler did a great job in the May newsletter of summarizing the club’s activities and accomplishments for the year just
ended, and I thank him and the other outgoing Board members, on behalf of all our members, for their dedication in leading us
through another successful year.
One thing I had noticed since I joined the club in 1989 is that we have had past presidents go on to serve as
District Governor and even Regional Director, but it seemed they were seldom asked to serve again as a club
officer. There are many talented and dedicated past presidents in our club who still have the passion and desire
to serve when asked, and the past couple of years some of them have agreed to serve again in significant
roles.
Nevertheless, I was surprised when I received a call from the nominating committee asking if I would consider
serving again as club president, having served in that role once before, exactly ten years ago. When I learned
that six other past presidents would also be serving on the Board of Trustees this year, I knew we would have a
unique opportunity to bring our past experience to bear in furthering the Serra mission in the coming year.

Don Simoneaux

Expectations are high, as they should be, but I will repeat a statement I made as I began my last term as president. No one
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member — not even the president — can be responsible for the success of the club, or the lack
thereof. We are fortunate in having a club full of enthusiastic and talented Serrans. I never cease to
be amazed by the stories and accomplishments of those in our club, and it will take all of us pulling
together and contributing where we can to make this another very productive year.
Membership is the lifeblood of any service organization, and that is certainly true in Serra. Nearly all
service organizations in the United States have experienced membership declines in recent years,
so we will have to pay particular attention to our efforts for recruiting new members and for making
sure our current members are engaged in activities that fulfill the expectations they had when they
made the decision to join.
It is also encouraging to note that the outlook for vocations in the Diocese of Dallas is much improved over the situation ten years ago. We have two local seminaries filled with young men preparing for the priesthood for our diocese and several others. Three men will be ordained for our
diocese in July, and the numbers promise to be even greater in the coming years. It truly is a great
time to be a Serran in North Texas.
(Continued from page 1)

Nigeria, and shared — with
touches of humor added — a
number of personal stories
that were inspirational to the
attendees.
All attendees had an opportunity on Saturday morning for
as many as four 30-minute
personal conferences with
religious staff and several
additional priests from the
Dallas and Fort Dioceses. On
Saturday afternoon and Sunday morning they also gathered for talks and panel discussions and had many op-

portunities to ask questions of
the religious staff and explore
their discernment experiences with other attendees.
The weekend concluded with
Sunday Mass and a closing
lunch attended by weekend
attendees, staff, and other
Serrans from the local area.
Most Reverend Kevin J. Farrell, D.D., Bishop of Dallas,
presided at Mass and provided a fitting closing for the
weekend, both in his remarks
during Mass and in the appreciation he showed for participants and staff as he

made the rounds in the refectory during the meal.
As Seminary Coordinator,
North Central Dallas Serran
Tony Schmidt played a key
role in coordinating the weekend and will assume the position of Director for the 2012
program. Other club members who played key roles in
this year’s program were
Betty Monaghan, Ralph Armstrong, and Hank Himmelberg.
(Continued on page 3)
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Variety of Gifts

St. Paul, in his first letter to the Corinthians, speaks of the great variety of gifts that God offers the members of
the Christian Community. Each gifts is generously given to individuals so that they may use them in offering service to the community, and in the building of the Body of Christ which is the Church on its pilgrim journey.

Rev. Cliff Smith

“There is a variety of gifts but always the same Spirit; there are all sorts of service to be done but always to the same Lord;
working in all sorts of different ways in different people, it is the same God who is working in all of them. The particular way in
which the Spirit is given to each person is for a good purpose” (1 Corinthians 12: 4-7)
Those who serve as parish ministers are encouraged to reflect on their special gifts and talents. Developing a better understanding of what you are able to offer in service to the community is important, not only to you, but also to your family. People,
at different times of their lives, have different opportunities to serve, and different ways in which their gifts may operate.
Anyone serving as a parish minister must realize the time and dedication that is needed to fulfill certain ministerial tasks; that
we are able to give our “best” in service to the people of God. That means that a person in ministry must be willing to dedicate
the time and effort needed to prepare for particular roles, keeping it in balance with the commitments to family. All things must
be done in proportion and avoiding burn-out in any one area, and an active and lively prayer-life is absolutely essential.
Pastors and priests in their very busy lives sometimes need to be reminded to be grateful for those many volunteers and ministers that make parish life today possible. Because I can never do it alone I have a prayer someone once gave me, to remind
me to be grateful, and I pray it often:

T
H
A
N
K
S

Thank you, God, for those whose generosity has touched our lives.
Help them and bless the work that they do among us.
Assist them in their efforts in serving our community.
Never let them be discouraged in their ministry.
Keep them close, Lord, guiding them along the way.
Shield and protect them from all harm, now and forever.
Amen

JUNE / JULY BIRTHDAYS

Father Cliff
(Continued from page 2)

31 Club

The 31 Club is a commitment by
Serrans to attend Mass and pray for vocations on
a specific day each month. If you are not listed
below and wish to participate in this important
ministry please e-mail Hank Himmelberg at
hankhimmelberg@verizon.net
1st Jerry Hurster
Paul Ficalora
Jo Ficalora
2nd Dick Park
Katie Park
3rd Bill Crowley
4th
5th Bob Baillargeon

16th Hank Himmelberg
17th John Fitzpatrick
18th Ann Larriviere
Rob Larriviere
19th
20th Tony Schmidt
21st Doug Biglen
Veronica Biglen
Bill Higgins
22nd Joe Semler
6th John Fitzpatrick 23rd Paul Reittinger
7th Vince Ahern
24th Ralph Armstrong
Betty Monaghan
Jim Hogan
Bill Condon
Kay Hogan
8th Lou Neeb
25th
9th Peter La Fave 26th
Mary La Fave 27th Chris Taylor
10th Vicki Dean
Warren Schneider
11th Jim Duffy
28th Bill Larsen
12th Mark Venincasa
Bonnie Larsen
13th Therese Reittinger 29th Carl Rossini
14th Jack Tromba
30th Katy Warren
15th Don Simoneaux 31st
J

As she has for many years, Betty planned
the women’s program for the weekend,
coordinated women religious staff, assisted with screening of female applicants,
and served as a key resource for the
young women participating in the weekend. Ralph assisted Jerry Geary of the
Metro Dallas Club with planning of the
overall program and will assume the primary program planning role as Jerry
winds down his involvement in the future.
Hank worked with long-time VAP treasurer Paul Even of the University of Dallas
Club and will assume the duties of treasurer starting with next year’s program.

Marie Baert
Kay Hogan
Lou Neeb
Jim Hogan

June
June
June
June

Chris Taylor
Carl Rossini

June 27
June 29

Hank Himmelberg
Peter LaFave
Bonnie Larsen

July 2
July 11
July 22

JUNE / JULY ANNIVERSARIES
Marie & Jeff Baert
Leo & Joan Heiting
Don & Carolyn Simoneaux
Jack & Carolyn Tromba
Dick & Diane Reed

June 1
June 1
June 3
June 5
June 11

Bonnie & Bill Larsen
Jerry & Marty Hurster
Jim & Linda O’Malley
Ed & Bernadette Johnson

July 7
July 20
July 22
July 31

Serra Mensajero

is the North
Central Dallas monthly newsletter
which reports activities, provides
news to members and supports
Club goals. Editor, Dick Park,
Staff Photographer, Vicki Dean

10
24
24
26

Continue to Lift Up in Prayer
Therese Reittinger
Ellen Rossini

Jo Ficalora
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Photo Gallery
Photos taken at the June 24-26
VAP Weekend at Holy Trinity Seminary
Photos by Don Simoneaux

Bishop Farrell, staff, attendees and Serrans sharing lunch.
Carolyn Simoneaux, Annette Schmidt and Marie Baert chat before Mass

North Central Dallas Serrans enjoying lunch.

Betty Monaghan, Mary Kay Whaley and Father
Rudy Garcia enjoy a laugh before Mass.

Staff members evaluating the weekend.
Waiting for the beginning of Mass.

The Mass procession.

The Doxology and The Great Amen.
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Early Church Fathers: St. Apollinaris
One of the first great
martyrs of the church.
He was made Bishop of
Ravenna by St. Peter
himself. The miracles he
wrought there soon attracted official attention,
for they and his preaching won many converts
to the Faith, while at the
same time bringing upon
him the fury of the idolaters, who beat him cruelly and drove him from
the city. He was found
half dead on the seashore, and kept in concealment by the Christians, but was captured
again and compelled to
walk on burning coals
and a second time expelled. But he remained
in the vicinity, and continued his work of evangelization. We find him

then journeying in the
province of Aemilia. A
third time he returned to
Ravenna. Again he was
captured, hacked with
knives, had scalding water poured over his
wounds, was beaten in
the mouth with stones
because he persisted in
preaching, and then,
loaded with chains, was
flung into a horrible dungeon to starve to death;
but after four days he
was put on board ship
and sent to Greece.
There the same course
of preachings, and miracles, and sufferings continued; and when his
very presence caused
the oracles to be silent,
he was, after a cruel
beating, sent back to Italy. All this continued for

three years, and a fourth
time he returned to Ravenna. By this time
Vespasian was Emperor, and he, in answer
to the complaints of the
pagans, issued a decree
of banishment against
the Christians. Apollinaris was kept concealed for some time,
but as he was passing
out of the gates of the
city, was set upon and
savagely beaten, probably at Classis, a suburb,
but he lived for seven
days, foretelling meantime that the persecutions would increase, but
that the Church would
ultimately triumph. It is
not certain what was his
native place, though it
was probably Antioch.
Nor is it sure that he was

one of the seventy-two
disciples of Christ, as
has been suggested.
The precise date of his
consecration cannot be
ascertained, but he was
Bishop of Ravenna for
twenty-six years.
The Catholic Encyclopedia

Kathryn Warren Inducted as Newest Member of Serra Club of North Central Dallas
The Serra Clubs of the Diocese of Dallas held their 2011
Installation of Officers and
New Member Induction Banquet on the campus of the
University of Dallas on May
19, 2001. The evening began
with Mass at 6:30 in the
Church of the Incarnation
with Reception and Dinner
following in the Hagar University Center.
Mass was celebrated by
Bishop Deshotel who conducted the installation ceremony for the 17 inductees
and the rededication ceremony for the attending
Serrans.
Serran Bill Moser of the Serra
Club of the University of Dal-

las acted as Master of Ceremonies for the evening. The
District Governor gavel was
passed by outgoing Governor
Ernie Doclar to the incoming
Governor Lawrence Whaley.
Governor Whaley affirmed his
dedication to carrying on the
leadership shown by Governor Doclar and ended with a
very moving call to service
for all Serrans based on the
Gospel.
The Serra Club of North Central Dallas inducted one new
member during the evening,
Kathryn Warren. Katy grew
up in Plano and attended St.
Mark Catholic School through
the eighth grade and was in
the first class to compete all

eight grades at St. Mark.
Monsignor Smyth of St Marks
was very instrumental in creating an interest in religious
vocations in her. She attended Texas A&M University
and received a Bachelor of
Science Degree in Mechanical
Engineering. While there
attempted to start a Young
Serran club but was unable
to bring it to fruition.
In 2002 Katy attended the
Third Continental Congress
on Religious Vocations in
Montreal and helped write a
letter to Pope John Paul II
informing him what interests
young people have regarding
religious vocations.
Katy returned to Plano in

Incoming President Don Simoneaux
and his wife Carolyn chat with new
member Kathryn Warren

2006 and is currently on disability. She keeps very busy
as a volunteer at St. Mark’s
as a Religious Education
teacher for high school students. She also volunteers as
a Lector, Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion and is
involved with the Music Ministry.
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