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MARK
YOUR
CALENDAR
Thursday, July 4
Independence Day

Friday, July 5
1st Friday Mass,
6:30 a.m.
St. Mark’s
7:15 a.m.
Breakfast at Poor Richard’s

Monday, July 15
Dinner Meeting
6 p.m.
Canyon Creek Country Club
Msgr. Milam Joseph Speaker

August 3-5
Catholic Youth Conference

September 14
NCDVD Annual Conference

October 13
Religious Women Dinner

October 19
Seminarian Welcome Dinner

October 20
Seminarians Cook Out

October 27
Priesthood Sunday

Visit these
Serra web sites...
North Central Dallas
Serra Club
www.ncdserraclub.com
Serra USA Council
www.serraus.org

Born in LeMars, IA and raised
in Colorado Springs, CO,
Msgr. Greg Kelly came to
study at Holy Trinity Seminary and liked the Dallas area
so much he stayed! He is the
second of 5 children born to
John and Marilean Kelly.
Msg. Kelly was ordained on
May 15, 1982. He has served
as Parochial Vicar of All
Saints in Dallas from 1982-86,
Chaplain at the University of
Dallas from 1986-96, Pastor
of St. Gabriel the Archangel in
McKinney from 1996-2008. It
was while he was at St.
Gabriel he oversaw the growth
of the parish, physically and
spiritually as the first pastor
appointed to that parish. While
there, he came up with a 10
year plan, hoping the new
Bishop would let him stay in
McKinney. Instead, Bishop
Farrell named him Vicar for
Clergy in January 2008.
Msgr. Kelly was unsure exactly what a Vicar for Clergy
did. Bishop Farrell then
enlightened him the particulars of the the job, explaining
Dallas is a larger diocese, the
11th largest in the United
States, behind the usual candidates of New York, Boston
and Los Angeles. The Dallas
Diocese has over 1 million
members.
The job basically consists of 3
main components: 1- Event
planning, 2-Coordinating Personnel and 3-Coordinate supervision of the newly ordained.

Event Planning consists of
many things such as increasing the number of retreats and
convocations the priests used
to have to more now under
Bishop Farrell’s watch. Dinners, anniversaries, events for
the priests, and ordinations are
just a few of the many events
that Msgr. Kelly oversees as
Vicar for Clergy.
Coordinati ng Per s onne l
sounds easy at first thought to
most but it is actually a logistical nightmare probably the
way it was explained. A matter of filling in the “holes” of
priests into parishes, when one
moves here, another has to
replace that priest. Right now
there are 3 pastors over the
age of 70 and 5 priests turning
70 over the next 5 years that
will effect priests’ assignments. 14 priests between the
ages of 71-91 are still active
and help out in the diocese.
The good news is that in the
next 5 years (from 2014-2019)
there could potentially be 28
young men ordained in the
Diocese. There are 4 parishes
in the Diocese that do not
have a permanent priest run-

ning the parish. Msgr. Kelly
works at having priests visit
and say Mass, he makes sure
priests on vacation have someone to fill in for them during
that time. This gives Msgr.
Kelly the opportunity to help
out and use his Spanish skills
more when he fills in at different parishes.
An extra part of this job is the
pastoral care of priests. Following up with priests who
may be recovering from a
death in their family or illness
is an important part of pastoral
care. Someone just to touch
base with priests making sure
they are doing good is also
important.
Coordinating the supervision
of the newly ordained is the
3rd big part of the Vicar for
Clergy. Msgr. Kelly watches
over the newly ordained in the
1st year most particularly to
make sure they are investing
in the parishes at the right
level, everything is a good fit,
etc. This is important to make
sure the new priest gets off on
the right foot in his new vocation.
Six young men will be starting
in the Fall semester with up to
four more potential applicants.
Msgr. Kelly also is a member
of the Bishops Staff and has
served as Chaplain of the
Univer- sity of Dallas Serra
C l u b and served as Vocation Director from 1995-1998
and he is definitely a fan of all
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A New Year, A New Outlook

And another year starts. I am proud to be your president for the upcoming year and promise to do my best to
further the efforts of our club.
How fitting it is! On the 300th birthday of Father Junipero Serra, we enter the year with the SI/USAC conflict
pretty much behind us. We did very well as a club in raising funds for our Vocation Awareness Program, to be
held this weekend (June 21-23). There have been many challenges in setting up the VAP but it is ready to go,
through the efforts of the VAP staff (many of whom are from our own chapter). We should be proud. VAP is the
pinnacle of our efforts each year.
I was on the east coast earlier this month. When I mentioned the SERRA Club to my friends and relatives, not very many were aware
of us and what we do. We even face that in this area to a much lesser extent. And yet, when I sat at our booth at the National Vocations
Symposium last November, I was impressed by the number of clergy who thanked us for all the good work we do and the number of
other people who were aware of what we did. We have a good story to tell!! The mission statement for SERRA is "to foster, affirm, and
promote vocations to the ministry of the Catholic Church".
We plan this year to increase our visibility to our diocese. We want to increase our membership by holding membership drives in our
parishes. But we can all do our part. Volunteer to help. Many hands make light(er) work. WE may call on many of you help out during the year. Wear our badge to Church, not just to SERRA Events. Attend Ordinations and other Diocesan events. Be present. Take
friends and prospective members to our dinners. Many may not join. It is a commitment both financially and time wise. But bring them
anyway. Expose them to what we do. Make people curious to just what our badge means.
Thanks for your confidence in me. I hope I can justify your faith. God be with you.

Pete La Fave
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As we turn over another year, we should thank our past president for the work he
did during the past year. It is though Larry's steadying hand that we were able to pretty
much ignore the conflict in Chicago and proceed with our mission throughout the year.
While other groups in our area lost many members (about 20%) in our district, we only
had one resignation due to health and two members transferring. And through the efforts
of our membership folks, we absorbed those losses and maintained our level of membership. It was through Larry's efforts that we finally got to visit Redemptorist Mater Seminary. We had a very successful VAP fund drive under Larry and our finances are quite
healthy. Thank You Larry for a job well done. You have left me big footprints to fill.

SERRAN OF THE YEAR—BILL CROWLEY
Serra Club of North Central Dallas bestows the
honor of Serran of the Year to Bill Crowley,
who tirelessly gives of him time and talent to
the preservation of religious vocations. Bill can
be found doing one of many things for Serans
from picking up breakfast and setting it up for
the 1st Friday Mass and Breakfast to helping
with the Vocations Awareness Program. He
makes every member feel welcomed at club
meetings, Mass at the Seminary and even in his
home when hosting for several years the annual Christmas Party. Congratulations Bill.
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Chaplain’s Corner
Fr. Cliff is on a well deserved vacation and unable to submit an article. He will owe us two
articles next month!!

Thank you to our new member, Kathi Thompson
for taking over the duties of the “phone/email”
tree. Thank you also for the continued service of
all of our group leaders. They are responsible
once a month for communicating with their group to get information regarding our
monthly dinner meetings.
They collect RSVP’s and communicate them with Mary LaFave, our secretary. She then
reserves the number with the
country club so we don’t have too short of meals
or over pay for meals. Thank you for this great
service to Mary and all the team leaders.

1st Friday Mass and Breakfast
In July, for our 1st Friday Mass and Breakfast,
please let Katy Warren know if you are going to
be attending. We will be having breakfast at
Poor Richard’s, 2442 Ave K in Plano. Katy can
be reached at katyaggie99@gmail.com.
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Why am I a Serran?
Serrans send us your reflection on "Why you are a Serran?"
“I watched my husband as he became an active Serran, and then a Serran leader. When I became convinced that this
organization was not just a social club, but was really doing things to change the cultural attitude of Catholics toward priestly and religious vocations, I joined. I have become more active than I ever imagined. Serrans are the best
friends on this journey that a person could have.”

“My wife was a member and described the mission and purpose of Serra. I believed that to maintain
my faith I needed the sacraments and to live the faith I needed the support of those who live a consecrated life as they live, teach and pray.”

VAP (Vocation Awareness Program) Wrap Up
From the Facebook Page of the Vocations Office– Diocese of Dallas: “The Vocation Awareness Program concluded this morning
with Mass celebrated by El Paso Bishop-designate Mark Seitz and a nice brunch with the Serrans! Thank you to all who made this
weekend possible! Now, we pray that God may continue the work He has begun in the hearts of the attendees! ”
From the Twitter Account of Bishop Mark Seitz, Diocese of El Paso “Celebrated Mass this AM at the U of Dallas for Vocation
Awareness Program, 30 women, 19 men seeking to lay it down! Inspiring!”
Thank you to everyone who made this a huge success, giving these men and women and opportunity to discern their future.

31 Club

The 31 Club is a commitment by
Serrans to attend Mass and pray for vocations
on a specific day each month. If you wish to participate in this important ministry please e-mail
Hank Himmelberg at
hankhimmelberg@verizon.net
1st
1st
2nd
2nd
2nd
2nd
3rd
4th
4th
5th
6th
7th
7th
7th
8th
9th
9th
10th
11th
12th
13th
14th
15th
15th

Jerry Hurster
Joan Heiting
Mike Maxwell
Dolores Maxwell
Dick Park
Katie Park
Bill Crowley
Mike Holmes
Ida Keptner
Bob Baillargeon
John Fitzpatrick
Betty Monaghan
Bill Condon
Vince Ahern
Lou Neeb
Peter La Fave
Mary La Fave
Vicki Dean
Jim Duffy
Mark Venincasa
Jack Tromba
Don Simoneaux
Jeff Hardage

16th
17th
18th
18th
19th
20th
21st
21st
21st
22nd
23rd
24th
24th
24th
25th
26th
27th
27th
27th
28th
28th
29th
30th
31st

Hank Himmelberg
John Fitzpatrick
Ann Larriviere
Rod Larriviere
Tony Schmidt
Doug Biglen
Veronica Biglen
Bill Higgins

Ralph Armstrong

Chris Taylor
Leo Heiting
Warren Schneider
Bill Larsen
Bonnie Larsen
Katy Warren
Ron Keptner

Anyone interested in submitting articles to the “Serra Mensajero” is
welcome to email marie.baert@verizon.net. Articles should be submitted no later than the 25th of each month if you want it in the current newsletter. Have pictures to share from an event? Submit them
to Marie for publication!

JULY BIRTHDAYS
Mary McGraw
Peter LaFave
Mike Holmes

3rd
11th
22nd

Continue to Lift Up in
Prayer
Theresa Rettinger
Jim Hogan
Bill Higgins

JULY ANNIVERSARIES
Bill and Bonnie Larsen
7th
Jerry and Marty Hurster
20th
Jim and Linda O’Malley
22nd
Ed and Bernadette Johnson
31st
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