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An Inspirational Start for a New President

Happy Fourth of July!
I hope your holiday is enjoyable and if you are traveling a safe one. As we celebrate this
national holiday, we as Serrans, also have much to celebrate. We have just completed another successful year with the conclusion of our VAP sponsored weekend. Over the years
the attendance at the Seminary has gone from a problem of not enough students to one of
finding a place for all of those attending. In addition, ordinations are becoming more frequent. These outcomes are the result of the dedicated prayer and work of Serrans through
their programs of encouraging and preserving vocations. This past year, Mike Holmes and
the rest of our Board led us in those efforts and we extend a thank you to them.
As we all know, we can never have too many vocations, so the work continues. Looking
forward to the coming year, we’ll celebrate the canonization of our patron, Blessed Junipero Serra. Our club will have the privilege of hosting the Religious Women Dinner honoring those women who
serve the church in our diocese through their Orders. Chris Taylor has already lined up the following slate of speakers:

North Central Dallas
Serra Club
Board of Trustees
2014-2015
President
Dennis Epping
V.P. Programs
Chris Taylor

July - Fr. Edwin Leonard – Director of Vocations - Diocese of Dallas
 August – Bishop Douglas Deshotel – Auxiliary Bishop of Dallas
 September – Fr. John Szatkowski – Holy Trinity Seminary
 October - S. Helen Jane Jaeb, SSND - Provincial Councilor School Sisters of Notre
Dame
 November – Tammy Grady – Vocations for Women - Diocese of Dallas
December – Christmas Gathering
So as we celebrate the holiday, I ask that you pray for the continued success of our club
and its programs.

V.P. Vocations
Agnes Denvir
V.P. Membership
Kathi Thompson

Dennis Epping

V.P. Communications
Marie Baert
Treasurer
Mary LaFave
Secretary
Mike Holmes
Trustees
Don Simoneaux
Larry Montz
Peter LaFave

3 Yr.
2 Yr.
3 Yr.

Past President
Mike Holmes
Newsletter Editor
Marie Baert
Chaplain
Rev. Cliff Smith

After Mass on July 3, 2015 for 1st Friday, the Club will meet at Poor Richard’s Café located at 2442 K Avenue,
Plano, TX 75074. Please understand that
every member is responsible for their
own breakfast cost.
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The 2015 Spes Gregis Welcome Dinner
The 2015 Spes Gregis Welcome Dinner supporting our future
priests and celebrating Holy Trinity Seminary's 50th anniversary
will take place on Saturday September 19th at the Hilton Anatole,
with keynote speaker Msgr. Malone of Little Rock, who in his own
parish in Arkansas has 11 seminarians currently in priestly formation. This promises to be a fascinating keynote!
Spes Gregis ("hope of the flock") is the seminary's only fundraising event and this year it is a very special 50th anniversary celebration so it would be wonderful to have great attendance and support from our club. Of course all of you have been phenomenal
supporters throughout the years and many of you may already get
your own table or sit at a table with your respective parish, so a
headcount of those who are not currently attached to other tables and who would like to attend
with our Serra Club of North Central Dallas is needed.
Tickets are $175 per person, and the club would also sponsor one or two seminarians at each of
our tables.
Please let Agnès Denvir know at your earliest convenience via email (agnesdenvir@gmail.com)
or text (Cell: 214-607-2391) if you are available to attend the 2015 Spes Gregis Welcome Dinner
on September 19th at 5pm so the correct number of tables can be reserved.
For those interested in underwriting and advertising, please see page 5 for additional information
and it can also be found at www.holytrinityseminary.org

Celebrate Seminarians, Live Music,
Evening Prayer, Fabulous Dinner,
Keynote Address, Wine Pull, Angel
Tree and Raffles!

2015 Dinner Fundraising Goes Towards:
Seminarians' Health & Well-Being
HTS Lifestyle Center
Fitness Rooms

Reverend Monsignor Francis Malone of the diocese of
Little Rock graduated from
Holy Trinity Seminary and
served as Vice Rector. Now
serving the Christ the King
Parish in Little Rock where
vocations are ﬂourishing.

Fellowship Porch
Library with Smart Study Pods
Student Kitchen
Assembly Rooms
Formation Classes
Fellowhship Porch overlooking greenbelt
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Vocation Awareness Weekend (VAP)
The VAP held at the University of Dallas for the weekend of June 26 –
June 28 was met with much success. There were over 65 applicants
with an acceptance of 57 people. We ended up with 30 men and 23
women who attended the weekend. We also had two new vocation directors, Fr. Edwin Leonard of the Dallas diocese and Fr. James Wilcox of
the Fort Worth diocese.
Both vocation directors volunteered to provide diocesan priests for personal conferences with attendees and we ended up with 22 priests’ form
both order priests and diocesan priests for Saturday morning personal
conferences. We also had 16 nuns and consecrated women attend the
weekend and helped the women attendees discern for their religious life
and direction.
The weekend was spent with talks by selected religious, panel discussions, much prayer time, adoration of the Saint John Paul monstrance,
and enjoying an evening movie depicting the life of Saint John Paul from
a young man up to the time he was elected pope. The attendees were
busy from early morning through late evening.
Bishop Michael Olson officiated at our final Mass on Sunday and many
Serra’s joined the attendees for a brunch after the Mass for our final celebration of the weekend.
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New Member Focus—Jocelyn Bartz
Jocelyn and her husband, Todd, have been married 16 years and are the proud parents of Jace
(entering 9th grader at Cistercian) and Justus
(entering 7th grader at St. Mark) Jocelyn works
full-time as a Senior Technical Director for
AT&T, and is an active parish coordinator of the
St. Mark Marriage Matters ministry and Christ
Renews His Parish, in addition to her volunteer
efforts with the St. Mark School and Theology of
the Body Evangelization Team. Welcome Jocelyn!

Work of Heart Honoree—
Agnes Denvir

The Work of Heart Award Program was created in partnership with The Catholic Foundation back in 2005 which recognizes the teachWe Serrans at the conference set the agenda, make sure all events are
ers, administrators and staff of Catholic lower,
ready for participation, and make the weekend run smoothly.
middle and high schools in the Diocese. RecipiThe planning for each VAP weekend starts in November the previous
ents are honored with a plaque and a $500
year as we have to raise the funds to pay for the weekend, create advertising to promote the event, and work with many different religious orders grant. Among those honored was our very own
to help us out for the weekend. This is the 26th consecutive year for VAP. Agnes Denvir, a member of Serra Club and
Hundreds have passed through this weekend and most seminarians and
president elect of the Club. Agnes is a foreign
many of our younger priests have experience this event.
language teacher at St. Mark's Catholic School
in Plano. Congratulations Agnes!
The weekend was a glorious event this year.
–submitted by Ralph Armstrong

31 Club

VAP Raffle Ticket Winners
…And

the Winners are:

Airline tickets for two

Paul Evans

$500 Visa gift card

Josephine Twogood

Golf for 4 @ Canyon Creek Country Club

Chris Rodoff

Ranger baseball tickets

Ward Richmond

$300. Visa Gift Card

Larry Montz

$100 Visa Gift Card

Jill Mach

JULY BIRTHDAYS
Hank Himmelberg
Mary McGraw
Pete LaFave
Mike Holmes

2
3
11
22

JULY ANNIVERSARIES
Jerry and Marty Hurster
Jim and Linda O’Malley
Ed and Bernadette Johnson

20
22
31

PRAY INTENTIONS
Cathy Himmbelberg
Linda O’Malley
Mary LaFave

The 31 Club is a commitment by Serrans to attend Mass and pray for vocations on a specific day each month. If you wish to participate in this
important ministry please e-mail Hank Himmelberg at
hankhimmelberg@verizon.net
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Jerry Hurster
Joan Heiting
Ed Johnson
Dick Park
Katie Park
Mike Maxwell
Dolores Maxwell
Bill Crowley
Ida Keptner
Mike Holmes
Bob Baillargeon
John Fitzpatrick
Bill Condon
Lou Neeb
Peter LaFave
Mary LaFave
Vicki Dean
Jim Duffy
Mark Venincasa
John Tromba
Don Simoneaux
Warren Schneider
Hank Himmelberg
John Fitzpatrick
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Rob Larriviere
Ann Larriviere
Tony Schmidt
Doug Biglen
Veronica Biglen
Ralph Armstrong
Kay Hogan
Kathi Thompson
Warren Schneider
Chris Taylor
Leo Heiting
Bill Larsen
Bonnie Larsen
Katy Warren
Ron Kepner
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