
 

 

Serra Mensajero 

 
 
Wednesday, July 1 
Feast Day of  
Blessed Junipero Serra 
 
 
Friday, July 3 
1st Friday Mass, Breakfast  
6:30 a.m. 
Breakfast immediately following 
at Poor Richard’s Cafe 
 
 
Monday, July 20 
Monthly Dinner Meeting 
6:30 Dinner 
Canyon Creek Country Club 
 
 
Friday, August 7 
1st Friday Mass, Breakfast    
6:30 a.m. 
St. Mark’s 
 
 
Monday, August 17 
Monthly Dinner Meeting 
6:30 Dinner 
Canyon Creek Country Club 
 
 
Saturday, September 19 
Spes Gregis Welcome Dinner 
(Seminarian Welcome Dinner) 
Hilton Anatole 

Serra Mensajero  is the North 
Central Dallas monthly newsletter 
which reports activities, provides 
news to members and supports 
Club goals.  
 
Editor: Marie Baert  

Visit  these  
Serra web sites... 

North Central Dallas 
Serra Club 

www.ncdserraclub.com 
 

Serra USA Council 
www.serraus.org 

 

Mark 
Your 

calendars 

Gretchen Montgomery, principal 

at Mount St. Michael Catholic 

School came to speak to our or-

ganization this month. The school 

is in its twenty-ninth year this 

school year.  The school first 

opened as the Montessori School 

of God's Delight for ages two 

through six in 1978 in the base-

ment of Holy Trinity Catholic 

Church on Oak Lawn. In Septem-

ber 1981, through the generosity 

of the Sisters of Our Lady of 

Charity and Refuge, the Montes-

sori School moved to the campus 

of Mount St. Michael.  

In September 1986, Bishop 

Thomas Tschoepe gave the 

Christian Community of God’s 

Delight. The ChristianCommun-

nity of God’s Delight is a catholic 

harismatic covenantcommunity 

whose members have responded 

in faith to God’s call to support 

each other in living an authentic 

Christian life together. Christian 

Community of God’s Delight. The 

Christian Community of God’s 

Delight is a catholic charismatic 

covenant community whose 

members have responded in faith 

to God’s call to support each oth-

er in living an authentic Christian 

life together. The school received 

the "go ahead" to open Prince of 

Peace Christian School for the 

families seeking a school that 

would reinforce the spiritual and 

moral formation taking place in 

the home while at the same time 

giving their children a strong aca-

demic foundation. Grades one 

through four were opened in the 

first year under the administration 

of Mrs. Dolores H. Costello. Each 

subsequent year grades were 

added until the initial eighth grade 

class graduated in 1990.  At that 

time the school's name was 

changed to "Prince of Peace 

Community School" . 

On May 11, 1995, Mount St. Mi-

chael Catholic School became a 

private school under the Catholic 

Diocese of Dallas along with Cis-

tercian, Jesuit, and Ursuline at the 

request of Bishop Charles V. 

Grahmann, D.D.  Since the incep-

tion of Mount St. Michael Catholic 

School two other schools with the 

name “Prince of Peace” began. In 

conjunction with our twentieth 

anniversary on September 2, 

2006, in an effort to alleviate con-

fusion, and in an effort to make it 

easier for families to learn of our 

enriching educational opportuni-

ties, the leadership made the de-

cision to change the name of the 

school. Through a discernment 

process and approval by Bishop 

Charles Grahmann, the school’s 

name was changed to Mount St. 

Michael Catholic School as of 

July 1, 2007.  

Today, Mount St. Michael Catho-

lic School is the only accredited 

Catholic Montessori (3K-5K) and 

the only accredited Catholic Clas-

sical (1st-8th) school in the Dal-

las-Ft. Worth area. It is also the 

only Catholic school in the area 

that offers daily Mass as an inte-

gral part of the school day. Our 

graduates are successful in all of 

the Catholic high schools in Dal-

las as well as other private and 

public high schools. We are hon-

ored to have several former stu-

dents discerning vocations and 

one as a sister with SOLT, Sisters 

of Our Lady of the Trinity. We 

continue into a bright the future 

with our hope in the Lord remain-

ing faithful to our uniquely person-

al, Catholic spirituality and wit-

nessing to the Covenant of the 

Christian Community of God's 

Delight for our children and for 

those the Lord brings into our 

midst. 

 
 

Here’s Bill!  This was the 
only introduction Deacon Bill 
Fobes needed. Bill is a deacon at 
St. Rita Parish. He His day job is 
campus ministry and theology 
teacher at Bishop Lynch High 
School for 12 years. His greatest 
claim to fame and what influences 
his ministry the most is being mar-
ried to Marguerite and father to 
Patrick, 20 years old.  
 
He doesn’t have a compelling vo-
cation story. No divine revolution, 
no audible utterances from the 
clouds, but for 17 years  he prayed 
the following: “God, I know you 
have a plan for me, but until I 
know what it is, please don’t let 
me do anything to screw it up, 
speak clearly to me Lord because 
you know I am easily distracted.”  
 
His vocation story is not about him 
but it is more about the people that 
God has put in Bill’s life. They are 
his vocation story because they 
keep showing him what is im-
portant and pointing out to him the 
way to go without ever knowing 
where that path would lead.  
 
Bill lived next door to his grand-
mother and aunt. They were pow-
erful influences in faith lived at 
school and but also faith lived at 
home. His immediate family was 
not overly religious-church on 
Sunday but no special devotions or 
religious activities past that. They 
were literally working just to make 
ends meet. He went a lot next door 
to Granny and Ruth’s house for 
dinners and to escape his sisters. 
They prayed the rosary in the 
mornings and   the Liturgy of the 
Hours before the laity was encour-
aged to pray it. There was some 
teachers and coaches, some reli-
gious, some not, who committed to 
practicing their faith in whatever 
their field was and then there was 
three influential parishes in his life 
that helped bring it all together-

community, prayer, scripture, sac-
raments, service. One of those 
parishes was the parish of Bill’s 
youth, one is his current parish and 
one in between is where I met 
Marguerite. This parish was a 
startup parish. It was truly an op-
portunity to build church and com-
munity from the ground up. It was 
there he met some of the most in-
fluential people, which showed 
him what it is to devote a life to 
service. It was during this time that 
the call to the deaconate came but 
it was when he was still single.  
 
While Bill was forming a loving 
relationship with Marguerite it was 
important to share this vocation 
with one’s fiancée. Since she was 
at the same place of building a 
church, she was well aware of this 
calling Bill had. She supported 
him during discernment and during 
the courses. Women has more 
power in the church then some 
think-when the application is made 
for deaconate forming, one must 
have his wife’s explicit permission 
on paper, “yes it is okay”, the 
church states it a different way. 
 
Catholic school experiences were 
quite influential in Bill’s formation 
without any over religious voca-
tion expectation. Maybe this is 
why he enjoys Catholic education 
so much now. In order to form 
young men and women in the im-
age of Jesus Christ, one needs to 
help them cultivate a substantial 
relationship with Jesus Christ and 
to open their minds and hearts to 
the wisdom of God.  
 
He is teaching 12 graders the 12” 
journey. Everything they have 
heard in church, school and home 
and needs to move 12” from head 
to heart. If everything they know 
does not reside in their heart and 
remains in their head, then they 
will do great in trivia tests in col-

lege. Won’t be much value in the 
rest of their lives. At 62, Bill says 
he is on the same journey as they 
are…the journey from head to 
heart is a lifetime experience. We 
began but we never end. Part of 
this migration from head to heart is 
experienced through community 
service. Until we experience, until 
we encounter those in need, we 
will not appreciate what Jesus said 
and did. Vocation is not simply a 
noun but it is a verb, a lived expe-
rience, an action word. The club’s 
namesake Junipero Serra, took the 
message of Jesus Christ to foreign 
lands and people. Our mission is 
not too far removed from his. We 
don’t have to travel to a far dis-
tance land we do have to evange-
lize in a hostile culture sometimes 
within our own nation.  Let’s think 
about this as we prepare to cele-
brate Independence Day in a few 
weeks-our own society and culture 
is ripe for men and women like 
you and like him to live out our 
catholic faith so those who are 
called to vocations in the church 
will have an environment of en-
couragement and support. Jesus 
was counter-cultural in his day as 
an example to others. We are 
called to be counter-cultural today 
as another opportunity to plant 
seeds in the lives of young men 
and women who will become our 
religious and spiritual leaders of 
Jesus  Christ.  
 
Let us all tend the seed of voca-
tions.  
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V.P. Programs 
Chris Taylor 
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V.P. Membership 
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V.P. Communications 
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Treasurer 
Mary LaFave 

 

Secretary 
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President’s Focus 

 

Happy Fourth of July!  
  
I hope your holiday is enjoyable and if you are traveling a safe one.  As we celebrate this 
national holiday, we as Serrans, also have much to celebrate.  We have just completed an-
other successful year with the conclusion of our VAP sponsored weekend. Over the years 
the attendance at the Seminary has gone from a problem of not enough students to one of 
finding a place for all of those attending. In addition, ordinations are becoming more fre-
quent.  These outcomes are the result of the dedicated prayer and work of Serrans through 
their programs of encouraging and preserving vocations.  This past year, Mike Holmes and 
the rest of our Board led us in those efforts and we extend a thank you to them. 
 
As we all know, we can never have too many vocations, so the work continues.  Looking 
forward to the coming year, we’ll celebrate the canonization of our patron, Blessed Juni-
pero Serra.  Our club will have the privilege of hosting the Religious Women Dinner honoring those women who 
serve the church in our diocese through their Orders.  Chris Taylor has already lined up the following slate of speak-
ers:  
 

An Inspirational Start for a New President 

July - Fr. Edwin Leonard – Director of Vocations - Diocese of Dallas 
 August – Bishop Douglas Deshotel – Auxiliary Bishop of Dallas 
 September – Fr. John Szatkowski – Holy Trinity Seminary 
 October - S. Helen Jane Jaeb, SSND - Provincial Councilor School Sisters of Notre 
Dame 
 November – Tammy Grady – Vocations for Women - Diocese of Dallas 

December – Christmas Gathering 

So as we celebrate the holiday, I ask that you pray for the continued success of our club 
and its programs. 
 

Dennis Epping 
 

 

  

After Mass on July 3, 2015 for 1st Fri-
day, the Club will  meet at Poor Rich-
ard’s Café located at 2442 K Avenue, 
Plano, TX 75074. Please understand that 
every member is responsible for their 
own breakfast cost. 
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The 2015 Spes Gregis Welcome Dinner  

The 2015 Spes Gregis Welcome Dinner supporting our future 
priests and celebrating Holy Trinity Seminary's 50th anniversary 
will take place on Saturday September 19th at the Hilton Anatole, 
with keynote speaker Msgr. Malone of Little Rock, who in his own 
parish in Arkansas has 11 seminarians currently in priestly for-
mation. This promises to be a fascinating keynote!  
Spes Gregis ("hope of the flock") is the seminary's only fundrais-
ing event and this year it is a very special 50th anniversary cele-
bration so it would be wonderful to have great attendance and sup-
port from our club. Of course all of you have been phenomenal 
supporters throughout the years and many of you may already get 
your own table or sit at a table with your respective parish, so a 
headcount of those who are not currently attached to other tables and who would like to attend 
with our Serra Club of North Central Dallas is needed. 
 
Tickets are $175 per person, and the club would also sponsor one or two seminarians at each of 
our tables.  
 
Please let Agnès Denvir know at your earliest convenience via email (agnesdenvir@gmail.com)
or text (Cell: 214-607-2391) if you are available to attend the 2015 Spes Gregis Welcome Dinner 
on September 19th at 5pm so the correct number of tables can be reserved. 
  
For those interested in underwriting and advertising, please see page 5 for additional information 
and it can also be found at www.holytrinityseminary.org   
 
 
 

Reverend Monsignor Fran-

cis Malone of the diocese of 

Little Rock graduated from 

Holy Trinity Seminary and 

served as Vice Rector. Now 

serving the Christ the King 

Parish in Little Rock where 

vocations are flourishing.  

2015 Dinner Fundraising Goes Towards: 

Seminarians' Health & Well-Being 

HTS Lifestyle Center 

Fitness Rooms 

Fellowship Porch 

Library with Smart Study Pods 

Student Kitchen 

Assembly Rooms 

Formation Classes 

Fellowhship Porch overlooking greenbelt 

Celebrate Seminarians, Live Music, 
Evening Prayer, Fabulous Dinner, 
Keynote Address, Wine Pull, Angel 
Tree and Raffles!  



 

 

Serra Mensajero September 2011  Page 3   Serra Mensajero                                             September 2011                                                                Page 5 
Serra Mensajero                                             July 2015                                                                Page 4 

 
PRAY INTENTIONS 
Cathy Himmbelberg 

Linda O’Malley 
Mary LaFave 

 
 
 

 
 

31 Club  The 31 Club is a commitment by Ser-
rans to attend Mass and  pray for vocations on a spe-
cific day each month. If you wish to participate in this 
important ministry please e-mail Hank Himmelberg at  
hankhimmelberg@verizon.net 
 

1st   
1st   
1st    
2nd 
2nd 
2nd 
2nd 
3rd 
4th 
4th 
5th 
6th 
7th 
8th 
9th 
9th 
10th 
11th 
12th 
13th 
14th 
15th 
15th 
16th 
17th 

   

18th 
18th 
19th 
20th 
21st 
21st 
22nd 
23rd 
24th 
24th 
25th 
26th 
27th 
27th 
27th 
28th 
28th 
29th 
30th 
31st 

Jerry Hurster   
Joan Heiting 
Ed Johnson 
Dick Park 
Katie Park 
Mike Maxwell 
Dolores Maxwell 
Bill Crowley 
Ida Keptner 
Mike Holmes 
Bob Baillargeon 
John Fitzpatrick 
Bill Condon 
Lou Neeb 
Peter LaFave 
Mary LaFave 
Vicki Dean 
Jim Duffy 
Mark Venincasa 
 
John Tromba 
Don Simoneaux 
Warren Schneider 
Hank Himmelberg 
John Fitzpatrick                    

Rob Larriviere 
Ann Larriviere 
 
Tony Schmidt 
Doug Biglen  
Veronica Biglen 
 
 
Ralph Armstrong 
Kay Hogan 
Kathi Thompson 
 
Warren Schneider 
Chris Taylor 
Leo Heiting 
Bill Larsen 
Bonnie Larsen 
 
Katy Warren 
Ron Kepner 

JULY BIRTHDAYS 
 
Hank Himmelberg  2 
Mary McGraw   3 
Pete LaFave   11 
Mike Holmes   22 
 

JULY ANNIVERSARIES 
Jerry and Marty Hurster                 20 
Jim and Linda O’Malley  22 
Ed and Bernadette Johnson 31 

New Member Focus—Jocelyn Bartz 
 

Jocelyn and her husband, Todd, have been mar-
ried 16 years and are the proud parents of  Jace 
(entering 9th grader at Cistercian) and Justus 
(entering 7th grader at St. Mark)  Jocelyn works 
full-time as a Senior Technical Director for 
AT&T, and is an active parish coordinator of the 
St. Mark Marriage Matters ministry and Christ 
Renews His Parish, in addition to her volunteer 
efforts with the St. Mark School and Theology of 
the Body Evangelization Team.  Welcome Joce-
lyn! 

…And the Winners are: 
Airline tickets for two    Paul Evans 

$500 Visa gift card    Josephine Twogood 

Golf for 4 @ Canyon Creek Country Club Chris Rodoff 

Ranger baseball tickets    Ward Richmond 

$300. Visa Gift Card    Larry Montz 

$100  Visa Gift Card    Jill Mach 

VAP Raffle Ticket Winners 

Work of Heart Honoree—

Agnes Denvir 
The Work of Heart Award Program was creat-
ed in partnership with  The Catholic Founda-
tion back in 2005  which recognizes the teach-
ers, administrators and staff of Catholic lower, 
middle and high schools in the Diocese. Recipi-
ents are honored with a plaque and a $500 
grant. Among those honored was our very own 
Agnes Denvir, a member of Serra Club and 
president elect of the Club. Agnes is a foreign 
language teacher at St. Mark's Catholic School 
in Plano. Congratulations Agnes! 

Vocation Awareness Weekend (VAP) 
The VAP held at the University of Dallas for the weekend of June 26 – 
June 28 was met with much success.  There were over 65 applicants 
with an acceptance of 57 people.  We ended up with 30 men and 23 
women who attended the weekend.  We also had two new vocation di-
rectors, Fr. Edwin Leonard of the Dallas diocese and Fr. James Wilcox of 
the Fort Worth diocese.   
 
Both vocation directors volunteered to provide diocesan priests for per-
sonal conferences with attendees and we ended up with 22 priests’ form 
both order priests and diocesan priests for Saturday morning personal 
conferences.  We also had 16 nuns and consecrated women attend the 
weekend and helped the women attendees discern for their religious life 
and direction. 
 
The weekend was spent with talks by selected religious, panel discus-
sions, much prayer time, adoration of the Saint John Paul monstrance, 
and enjoying an evening movie depicting the life of Saint John Paul from 
a young man up to the time he was elected pope. The attendees were 
busy from early morning through late evening. 
Bishop Michael Olson officiated at our final Mass on Sunday and many 
Serra’s joined the attendees for a brunch after the Mass for our final cele-
bration of the weekend.   
 
We Serrans at the conference set the agenda, make sure all events are 
ready for participation, and make the weekend run smoothly. 
The planning for each VAP weekend starts in November the previous 
year as we have to raise the funds to pay for the weekend, create adver-
tising to promote the event, and work with many different religious orders 
to help us out for the weekend.  This is the 26th consecutive year for VAP.  
Hundreds have passed through this weekend and most seminarians and 
many of our younger priests have experience this event. 
 
The weekend was a glorious event this year.  

–submitted by Ralph Armstrong 
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