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Board Installed for 2021–22 
The club’s second in-person month-

ly meeting since the start of the Covid-
19 pandemic was conducted Monday 
evening, June 21, at Abaca's Italian Grill 
in Richardson. More than 30 members 
and guests attended and thoroughly 
enjoyed the camaraderie and the food. 

The primary focus of the dinner 
meeting was installation of board 
members to serve for the Serra year 
that began June 1. The installation cere-
mony was performed by outgoing Dis-
trict 46 governor and current Serra US 
South Central Region director Jo-Ann 
Bresowar, a member of the Serra Club 
of the University of Dallas. All mem-
bers also renewed their commitment to 
the Serra mission. 

In remarks following the installa-
tion ceremony, new club president Will 
Alt stressed the need to recruit new 
members and increase our presence 
and awareness with our pastors and 
parishioners. He pointed out that all 
members are on the membership com-

mittee and asked that all members 
identify at least one friend or family 
member to invite to join our club. 

Guadagnoli has agreed to continue as 
our club chaplain and will attend as 
many meetings as his schedule permits. 
He also mentioned that our club was to 
host the 2020 annual religious women’s 
appreciation dinner, which was can-
celed because of the pandemic. He has 
worked with the president of the Serra 
Club of Metro Dallas, which was in line 
to host this year’s event, to find a suita-
ble way to show our appreciation to the 
sisters, since an in-person dinner is not 
possible 
from the district reserve for the annual 
event will be passed to the University of 
Dallas club, which will host the 2022 
event. 

Will thanked Vicki Dean for volun-
teering to take the job of sending birth-
day and anniversary cards to priests in 
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From Left: Jo-Ann Bresowar, Will Alt, Kathi Thompson, Mike Holmes, Dennis Epping, 

SERRA’S 78TH INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION 
 
 
 

Early Bird Registration Ends July 31 
Save $100 

serrainternational.org/serras-78th-international-convention-chicago 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
NEXT 2 MONTHS 

Wednesday, July 14, 6:30 pm 
 Monthly Board Meeting 
 July Meeting Canceled 
Monday, July 19, 6:00 pm (Dinner at 6:30) 
 Monthly Dinner Meeting 
 Aboca’s Italian Grill, Richardson 
Saturday, August 7, 9:30 am 
 VAP Committee 2021 Wrap-Up Meeting 
 University of Dallas 

 St. Mark Smyth Center, Plano, Room 202 
Sunday, August 15 
 Assumption of Mary 
Monday, August 16, 6:00 pm  (Dinner at 6:30) 
 Monthly Dinner Meeting 
 Aboca’s Italian Grill, Richardson 
Monday, September 6 
 Labor Day 

FUTURE EVENTS 
October 7–10, 2021 
 Serra International Annual Convention 
 Chicago, Illinois, Palmer House Hilton 
January 13–16, 2022 
 Serra USA Annual Rally 
 Irving, Texas, Westin Irving Convention Center 

Wednesday, August 11, 6:30 pm 

VISIT THESE SERRA WEBSITES 

Serra Club of N. Central Dallas: ncdserraclub.com 
Serra USA Council: serraus.org 

Serra International: serrainternational.org 

October 7–10 
Palmer House 

Hilton 
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“We found on our journey, as well as in the place where we stopped, that they 
treated us with as much confidence and good-will as if they had known us all 
their lives.” —Fray Junipero Serra 

 A few times this summer, I have been asked about 
when and where I was going on vacation, mostly by 
my family members. They are encouraging me to 
take some time for rest and relaxation. I know there 
has to be the work at preparation for a vacation: 

 
All should be accompanied by prayer. In prayer, I am reminded 

of our final destination not for vacation but for eternal life with 
Christ in heaven. That work of preparation is also very important, 
even essential. 

In the gospel, Our Lord Jesus Christ sends out the twelve two by 
two with the provision that they go 

the Good News, they must also show their 
faith and trust in Jesus to provide for the journey. 

By our baptism, Our Lord Jesus Christ sends us forth to evange-
lize and help assist each other in that preparation. Our Lord has 
known us all of our lives. We are called to trust in Him along the 
path set out for us. Let us continue our conversations in prayer and 
with each other about the love of God and the invitation to live in 
that love now and for eternity. 

 

Spiritual Reflection 
By Fr. Michael Guadagnoli 

our assigned parishes, a job that 
has been admirably performed 
for several years by Kay Hogan. 
One of the members pointed out 
that it was Kay’s 95th birthday, 
and all in attendance joined in 
singing Happy Birthday. 

Will said that the board is in 
the process of creating an oper-
ating budget for the year that 
began June 1 and will discuss it 
at the next board meeting. The 
club dues have been $350 per 
year since the mid-90s, and that 
assessment includes an amount 
to cover the cost of meals at the 
monthly dinner meetings. Since 
members will now be paying for 
meals at the meetings, the dues 
can be reduced. 

Recognizing that many mem-
bers have long-awaited trips 
planned to visit family or 
friends, as well as vacations or 
projects at home, Will asked 
that everyone remain safe and 
healthy and plan to attend the 
next dinner meeting on July 19 if 
possible. 

In remarks after the ceremo-
ny, Jo-Ann Bresowar reminded 
everyone to plan on attending 
the annual Serra USA rally, to be 
held at the Westin Convention 
Center Hotel in Irving January 
13–15, 2002. The three clubs in 
the Diocese of Fort Worth will 
have primary responsibility for 
the event, but all clubs will be 
asked to assist  with duties of 
checking in and assisting at-
tendees. The rally will be held at 
the same location in January 
2023, with the Diocese of Dallas 
clubs taking the lead. 

Jo-Ann also announced that 
Sam Pollack, a past president of 
the Serra Club of Dallas, has 
taken over for her as District 46 
governor and will serve for two 
years. Bill Moore, current presi-
dent of the Serra Club of Fort 
Worth, will serve as district gov-
ernor-elect for the next two 
years. She also reported that 
work is proceeding to establish 
two new Serra Clubs in the Dio-
cese of Tyler. 

(Continued from page 1) 

Annual Installation Dinner Highlights 

31 Club 

1s t  Larry Montz 8th Sylvia Windham 14th June Cooper 19th Barbara Johnson 26th Dawn Epping 

2nd Barbara Johnson 9th Peter LaFave 15th Don Simoneaux 20th Tony Schmidt 27th Chris Taylor 
3rd Bill Crowley   Mary LaFave 16th Darwin Hutchison 21s t  Will Alt 28th Bill Larsen 
4th Meg Haerr 10th Vicki Dean 17th Rob Larriviere 22nd Kathi Thompson   Dan O’Connell 
5th Bob Baillargeon 11th Jim Duffy   Ann Larriviere 23rd Kathi Thompson 29th Kay Hogan 
6th John Fitzpatrick 12th Dennis Epping   John Fitzpatrick 24th Ralph Armstrong 30th   
7th Bill Condon 13th   18th Tom Demarest 25th Mary McGraw 31s t   

The 31 Club is a commitment by Serrans to attend Mass or say the rosary to pray for vocations on a specific day each month. 
Contact Don Simoneaux (d.simoneaux@computer.org) to participate. 

Serra Mensajero is the monthly 
newsletter of the Serra Club of 
North Central Dallas. It reports 
activities, provides news to mem-
bers, and supports Club goals.  

Editor: Don Simoneaux 
d.simoneaux@computer.org 

President 
 Will Alt 
President-Elect 
 Volunteer Needed 
VP Programs  
 Kathi Thompson 
VP Vocations  
 Mike Holmes 
VP Membership 
 Volunteer Needed 
VP Communications 
 Don Simoneaux 
Treasurer 
 Dennis Epping 
Secretary 
 Meg Haerr 
Trustees 
 Peter Lobo 
 Jim Duffy 
Past President  
 Darwin Hutchison 
Chaplain  
 Fr. Michael Guadagnoli 

July / August Milestones and Intentions 

Peter LaFave 7/11 
Mary  Camarillo 7/21 
Mike Holmes 7/22 
Sylvia Windham 8/3 
Mary LaFave 8/4 
Bob Baillargeon 8/8 
June  Cooper 8/20 
Don Simoneaux 8/21 
Larry Montz 8/25 
Ann Larriviere 8/29 
Jack Tromba 8/31 

Birthdays 
Bill & Bonnie Larsen 7/7 
Meg & Mark Haerr 7/18 
Jim & Lynda O'Malley 7/22 
Ralph & Rosemary Armstrong 8/15 
June  & Troy Cooper 8/16 
John & Felicia Fitzpatrick 8/17 
Tony & Annette Schmidt 8/24 

Anniversaries 

Pray for the Healing  
Power of God for 
Tom Demarest 
Mary LaFave 
Jean and Lou Neeb 
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The seven Serra Clubs in 
Serra District 46, working in 
conjunction with the Vocations 
Offices of the Dioceses of Dallas 
and Fort Worth, completed an-
other highly successful Vocation 
Discernment Weekend in June. 
There were 49 attendees for the 
weekend, including four who 
attend virtually.  

 The annual event has been 
the main vocation promotion 
activity for the local Serra Clubs 
since 1990. The 2000 event had 
to be canceled because of the 
Covid-19 pandemic, and there 
were a lot of contingencies that 
complicated planning for the 
2021 event. 

The weekend began Friday 
afternoon, June 11, and ended 
Sunday morning, June 13, at the 
University of Dallas in Irving. 
Planning starts in November 
each year for the event the fol-
lowing June, and it was uncer-
tain last November if an in-
person weekend could be con-
ducted this year. The program is 
operated by a Vocation Aware-
ness Program (VAP) steering 
committee composed of mem-
bers from each of the seven 
clubs in the district. The com-
mittee this year had to plan for 
either an all virtual event or an 
event that could have staff and 
attendees who would participate 
either virtually or in person. 

North Central Dallas Serran 
Brandee Nelson provided a re-

port at the June dinner meeting 
and said that attendees this year 
were all seriously considering a 
Church vocation and asked a lot 
of excellent questions. All of 
them were given an opportunity 
to have a one-on-one session 
with up to three priests or sisters 
who were present for the week-
end. They also attended presen-
tations and panel discussions 
and were given opportunities for 
informal discussions with reli-
gious staff and other attendees. 

Brandee has been screening 
coordinator since the 2014 week-
end. She recruits and trains 
members from each of the clubs 
to contact applicants who will be 
at least age 18 and no more than 
40 when the weekend begins. 
The screeners complete a survey 
form during the interview, con-
tact references provided by the 
applicant, and make a recom-
mendation on whether they be-
lieve the applicant should be 
accepted. The recommendations 
are then submitted to the appro-
priate vocations director for 
final approval. 

There were 75 applications 
this year, 71 via a form on the 
VAP website and four submitted 
by the vocations offices after 
online applications were closed. 
Three applicants were over 40, 
and one was under 18. Screeners 
could not contact several , and 
some dropped out because of 
schedule conflicts.  

49 Young Catholic Men and Women 
Attend Annual Vocation Weekend 

North Central Dallas Club Presidents 
Installed President 2021 Status 

1985 Ed Waffle Deceased, 2009 
1986 Bill Condon Active 
1987 John Murchison Deceased, 2003 
1988 Joe Murphy  
1989 Ted Hornick Deceased, 2014 
1990 Chris Taylor Active 
1991 Bob Baillargeon Active 
1992 Wayne Tucker  
1993 Jim O’Malley Active 
1994 Ed Johnson Deceased, 2021 
1995 John Fitzpatrick Active 
1996 Betty Monaghan  
1997 Paul Slavik Deceased, 2004 
1998 Vince Ahern Deceased, 2019 
1999 George Davis  
2000 George Stewart Deceased, 2013 
2001 Don Simoneaux Active 
2002 Deacon Carl Thelin Deceased, 2020 
2003 Tony Schmidt Active 
2004 Leo Heiting  
2005 Bill Crowley Active 
2006 Jerry Hurster Deceased, 2019 
2007 Paul Ficalora  
2008 Ralph Armstrong Active 
2009 Hank Himmelberg Deceased, 2018 
2010 Greg Mechler Active 
2011 Don Simoneaux Active 
2012 Larry Montz Active 
2013 Peter LaFave Active 
2014 Mike Holmes Active 
2015 Dennis Epping Active 
2016 Bill Crowley Active 
2017 Jim Duffey Active 
2019 Darwin Hutchison Active 
2021 Will Alt Active 

The Serra Club of North Central Dallas was chartered as Club 610 
in 1985, and 33 members have served as club president. Before 

year 
term, though two served two non-consecutive terms. Since then, 
presidents have served a term of two years. Six past presidents are 
no longer members, and ten have gone to their heavenly reward.  
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North Central Dallas Serran 
Larry Montz was presented with 
one of the annual Face of Serra 
Awards on April 16. Jo-Ann 
Bresowar, USA South Central 
Region director and a member 
of the Serra Club of the Univer-
sity of Dallas, presented the 
award at a reception at the Wes-
tin Irving Convention Center in 
Las Colinas. 

Serrans from all seven local 
Serra Clubs were at the recep-
tion, which followed a meeting 
to discuss the upcoming Serra 
Rally to be held at the Hotel in 
January 2022. Serra’s South Cen-
tral Region covers all clubs in 
Texas. 

Each year Serra’s Council for 
the United States asks each re-
gional director to nominate one 
or more Serrans from their re-
gions to receive the Face of Serra 

award for sustained outstanding 
service to the Serra mission. 
Larry’s award cited his past ser-
vice as club president and dis-
trict governor was well as his 
initiative in supporting the staff 
and seminarians at the Redemp-
toris Mater Seminary in the Oak 
Cliff area of Dallas. The semi-
nary ordains priests for the Dio-
cese of Dallas. Members of the 
local clubs have frequent contact 
with the seminarians and staff at 
Holy Trinity Seminary in Irving, 
and Larry’s efforts helped in-
crease the recognition among 
local Serrans that we also have 
another seminary in the area. 

Larry’s award also cited his 
efforts in arranging retreats for 
Serrans at Montserrat Jesuit 
Retreat House in Lake Dallas 
and for his support of the priests 
who staff the retreat house.  

Larry Montz Receives Council’s 
Face of Serra Award for 2020 

Members and guests enjoyed socializing before the Installation Dinner Members and guests enjoyed a meal served bt Aboca’s Italian Grill. 

Outgoing president Darwin Hutchison pins the president’s pin on new 
president Will Alt after presenting him with the gavel. Watching in the 
background are Kathi Thompson, Mike Holmes, and Dennis Epping. 

Seminarian Parker Thompson, son of Kathi and Bryan Thompson enjoying 
the meal with (clockwise from bottom right) Annette & Tony Schmidt,  
Don & Carolyn Simoneaux,  and Ralph & Rosemary Armstrong. 


