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Saturday, June 1 
Priest Ordination  
Cathedral 
 
 
June 3-6 
Priest Convocation 
Dallas Area 
 
 
Friday, June 7 
1st Friday Mass, Breakfast  
6:30 a.m. St. Mark’s 
 
 
Sunday, June 16 
Father’s Day 
 
 
Monday,  June 17 
Dinner Meeting 
6 p.m.  
Canyon Creek Country Club 
 
 
June 21-23 
VAP Weekend 
 
 
 
June Dinner meeting will fea-
ture guest speaker the Rev. 
Msgr. Greg Kelly, Vicar for 
Clergy.  
 

Visit  these  

Serra web sites... 

North Central Dallas 

Serra Club 

www.ncdserraclub.com 

 

Serra USA Council 

www.serraus.org 

MARK 

YOUR 

CALENDAR 

 

AREA INSTALLATION DINNER 



 

 

PresidentPresidentPresidentPresident    
Peter LaFave 

 

V.P. ProgramsV.P. ProgramsV.P. ProgramsV.P. Programs 
Chris Taylor 

    

V.P. VocationsV.P. VocationsV.P. VocationsV.P. Vocations    
Katy Warren 

 

V.P. MembershipV.P. MembershipV.P. MembershipV.P. Membership    
Jim Duffy 

 

V.P. CommunicationsV.P. CommunicationsV.P. CommunicationsV.P. Communications    
Marie Baert 

 

TreasurerTreasurerTreasurerTreasurer    
Ralph Armstrong 

 

SecretarySecretarySecretarySecretary    
 Mary LaFave 

 

TrusteesTrusteesTrusteesTrustees    
Don Simoneaux         3 Yr.        
Greg Mechler             2 Yr. 
Hank Himmelberg     1 Yr. 

 

Past PresidentPast PresidentPast PresidentPast President    
Larry Montz 

 

Newsletter EditorNewsletter EditorNewsletter EditorNewsletter Editor    
Marie Baert 

 

ChaplainChaplainChaplainChaplain 
Rev. Cliff Smith 
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President’s Corner 

  A successful CEO was growing old and knew it was time to choose a successor to take over the business. 

Instead of choosing one of his Directors or his children, he decided to do something different. He called all the young 

executives in his company together. He said, "It is time for me to step down and choose the next CEO. I have decided 

to choose one of you. "The young executives were Shocked, but the boss continued. "I am going to give each one of you a SEED today 

- one very special SEED. I want you to plant the seed, water it, and come back here one year from today with what you have grown 

from the seed I have given you. I will then judge the plants that you bring, and the one I choose will be the next CEO." 

  One man, named Jim, was there that day and he, like the others, received a seed. He went home and excitedly, told his wife 

the story. She helped him get a pot, soil and compost and he planted the seed. Every day, he would water it and watch to see if it had 

grown. After about three weeks, some of the other executives began to talk about their seeds and the plants that were beginning to 

grow.  

 Jim kept checking his seed, but nothing ever grew. By now, others were talking about their plants, but Jim didn't have a plant 

and he felt like a failure. 

 Six months went by -- still nothing in Jim's pot. He just knew he had killed his seed. Everyone else had trees and tall plants, 

but he had nothing. A year finally went by and all the young executives of the company brought their plants to the CEO for inspection. 

When Jim arrived, he was amazed at the variety of plants grown by the other executives. They were beautiful - in all shapes and sizes. 

Jim put his empty pot on the floor and many of his colleagues laughed, a few felt sorry for him! 

     

    When the CEO arrived, he surveyed the room and greeted his young executives. "My, what great 

plants, trees and  flowers you have grown," said the CEO. "Today one of you will be appointed my 

succesor!" All of a sudden, the CEO spotted Jim at the back of the room with his empty pot. He ordered 

the Financial Director to bring him to the front. Jim was terrified. He thought, "The CEO knows I'm a 

failure! Maybe he will have me fired!" When Jim got to the front, the CEO asked him what had happened 

to his seed, Jim told him the story. The CEO asked everyone to sit down except Jim. He looked at Jim, 

and then announced to the young executives, "Behold your next Chief Executive Officer! His name is 

"Jim!" Jim couldn't believe it. Jim couldn't even grow his seed. 

  "How could he be the new CEO the others cried?” Then the CEO said, "One year ago today, I 

gave everyone in this room a seed. I told you to take the seed, plant it, water it, and bring it back to me 

today. But I gave you all boiled seeds; they were dead - it was not possible for them to grow. All of you, 

except Jim, have brought me trees and plants and flowers. When you found that the seed would not grow, 

you substituted another seed for the one I gave you. Jim was the only one with the courage and honesty to 

bring me a pot with my seed in it. Therefore, he is the new excutive Officer!" 

If you plant honesty, you will reap trust 

If you plant goodness, you will reap friends 

If you plant humility, you will reap greatness 

If you plant perseverance, you will reap contentment 

If you plant consideration, you will reap perspective 

If you plant hard work, you will reap success 

If you plant forgiveness, you will reap reconciliation 

So, be careful what you plant now; it will determine what you will reap later. 

God Loves you. Trust Him! 

Final Departing Thoughts 

Thanks everyone for your 

support this year! 

           God Bless,           

  Larry  
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Chaplain’s Corner  

 

 Cremation may be a confusing issue for Catholics. At one time, the church prohibited cre-
mation but this is no longer the case. The following is in answer to the most commonly asked 
questions and we hope this will be helpful in making your decision. 
 
 In 1963, in an Instruction from the Holy Office/Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, the 

Church lifted the ban on cremation for Catholics.  The 1983 Code of Canon Law states, 
"The Church earnestly recommends the pious custom of burying the bodies of the dead be 
observed, it does not however, forbid cremation unless it has been chosen for reasons which are contrary to 
Christian teaching." (Canon 1176) 
 
 As Catholics we believe that we are created in the image and likeness of God, and that all of God's creation is 
sacred. Just as the body should be treated with respect in life, so should it be treated respectfully in death.  From 
the earliest days of Christianity, cremation tended to be seen as a pagan ritual and therefore prohibited by the 
Catholic Church.   
 
 Cremation is the process where the bodily remains are incinerated, leaving only bone fragments and any non-
combustible materials / ashes.  
 
 The proper terminology of the remains of the body after cremation is cremated remains, although the funeral in-
dustry sometimes uses the term cremains. The Church also holds that these remains must be treated with the 
same respect that the body was treated with prior to cremation, including the use of a "worthy vessel" or urn for 
the cremated remains of the body.  Remember: the body is not only created by God, but as Catholic Christians it 
has been the temple of the Holy Spirit. 
 
 The church generally prefers that cremation takes place after the full Funeral Liturgy where the body is present, 
but this is not a binding obligation.  If it is not possible for the body to be present at the Funeral Mass, permission 
has been granted by the Catholic Church for the celebration of the Funeral Mass with the cremated remains of 
the body present. Since it is the 'earthly remains' and not the body of the deceased that is present, there are 
slight adaptations in the liturgy, such as not using the funeral pall. 
 
 The Order of Christian Funerals gives the outline for the celebration of the death of one the faithful. These 
rites assume the presence of the body, but adaptations are available for those choosing cremation. The Order of 
Christian Funerals consists of three parts:  

1) Vigil and Related Rites and Prayers 

2) the Funeral Liturgy and  

3) the Rite of Committal 

 
 The "Vigil and Related Rites and Prayers" gives the family and friends an opportunity to gather in the presence 
of the deceased and offer support and prayers to and for each other as well as the deceased, and recall their 
Christian life. The "Funeral Liturgy", preferably celebrated within Mass, but which may be celebrated outside of 
Mass, allows us to relive the Easter mystery and Christ's promise of eternal life. The "Rite of Committal" is our 
farewell to friend or family member, as we await the resurrection of the dead along with the Communion of 
Saints. 
 
 The cremated remains of the body should be buried or entombed. The scattering of the cremated remains of the 
body, or the keeping of them at home, or the dividing of them among various family members is not the reverent 
disposition the Church requires or expects. 
 

 Fr. Clifford G. Smith, Chaplain 
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31 Club  The 31 Club is a commitment by 
Serrans to attend Mass and  pray for vocations 
on a specific day each month. If you wish to par-
ticipate in this important ministry please e-mail 
Hank Himmelberg at 
hankhimmelberg@verizon.net 
 

1st 
1st 
2nd 
2nd 
2nd 
2nd 
3rd 
4th 
4th 
5th 
6th 
7th 
7th 
7th 
8th 
9th 
9th 
10th 
11th 
12th 
13th 
14th 
15th 
15th 

16th 
17th 
18th 
18th 
19th 
20th 
21st 
21st 
21st 
22nd 
23rd 
24th 
24th 
24th 
25th 
26th 
27th 
27th 
27th 
28th 
28th 
29th 
30th 
31st 

Jerry Hurster 
Joan Heiting 
Mike Maxwell 
Dolores Maxwell 
Dick Park 
Katie Park 
Bill Crowley 
Mike Holmes 
Ida Keptner 
Bob Baillargeon 
John Fitzpatrick 
Betty Monaghan 
Bill Condon 
Vince Ahern 
Lou Neeb 
Peter La Fave 
Mary La Fave 
Vicki Dean 
Jim Duffy 
Mark Venincasa 
 
Jack Tromba 
Don Simoneaux 
Jeff Hardage 

Hank Himmelberg 
John Fitzpatrick 
Ann Larriviere 
Rod Larriviere 
 
Tony Schmidt 
Doug Biglen 
Veronica Biglen 
Bill Higgins 
 
 
Ralph Armstrong 
 
 
 
 
Chris Taylor 
Leo Heiting 
Warren Schneider 
Bill Larsen 
Bonnie Larsen 
 
Katy Warren 
Ron Keptner 

    

JUNE BIRTHDAYSJUNE BIRTHDAYSJUNE BIRTHDAYSJUNE BIRTHDAYS    
    

Elizabeth RobertsElizabeth RobertsElizabeth RobertsElizabeth Roberts    23rd23rd23rd23rd    
Catherine HoganCatherine HoganCatherine HoganCatherine Hogan    24th24th24th24th    
Dawn EppingDawn EppingDawn EppingDawn Epping        26th26th26th26th    
Chris TaylorChris TaylorChris TaylorChris Taylor        27th27th27th27th    
Carl RossiniCarl RossiniCarl RossiniCarl Rossini        29th29th29th29th    
    
    

JUNE ANNIVERSARIES JUNE ANNIVERSARIES JUNE ANNIVERSARIES JUNE ANNIVERSARIES     
    

Leo and Joan Heiting Leo and Joan Heiting Leo and Joan Heiting Leo and Joan Heiting     
1st1st1st1st    

Don & Carolyn SimoneauxDon & Carolyn SimoneauxDon & Carolyn SimoneauxDon & Carolyn Simoneaux    
3rd3rd3rd3rd    

Jack and Carolyn trombaJack and Carolyn trombaJack and Carolyn trombaJack and Carolyn tromba    
5th5th5th5th    

Dick and Diane ReedDick and Diane ReedDick and Diane ReedDick and Diane Reed    
11th11th11th11th    

    
Continue to Lift Up in  Continue to Lift Up in  Continue to Lift Up in  Continue to Lift Up in  

PrayerPrayerPrayerPrayer 
 

Theresa Rettinger        Theresa Rettinger        Theresa Rettinger        Theresa Rettinger            
Jim HoganJim HoganJim HoganJim Hogan    
Bill HigginsBill HigginsBill HigginsBill Higgins    

    
    

Serra MensajeroSerra MensajeroSerra MensajeroSerra Mensajero  is the North Central 
Dallas monthly newsletter which reports 
activities, provides news to members and 
supports Club goals.  
 
Editor, Marie Baert  
Photographer: Katy Warren 
                          Mary LaFave 

 

We have the opportunity to assist the seminarians at Redemptoris Mater in a concrete fashion. You may re-

call  Michal from Poland, one of the young men who spoke at our dinner meeting last year. Michal will be mov-

ing on to study in the Holy Land for his final years of formation. The Diocese will assist him with those expenses 

but he would like to travel  by way of Poland to visit his family. Other seminarians are trying to arrange trips to 

Brazil this summer to attend World Youth Day. They are NOT seeking financial help. What they are asking for is 

that if anyone has unused frequent flier miles that can be given to them to help defray their travel expenses to as-

sign them to a seminarian. They have received such aid from a local KC Council and hoped that we might be able 

to aid then in this manner as well. If anyone has "miles" to share, please contact Larry Montz at ljmontz-

mai@gmail.com or call at 972-987-8929 and I will be glad to coordinate with Redemptoris Mater. 

 

Why am I a Serran? 
Serrans send us your reflection on "Why you are a Serran?"  

 

 “I watched my husband as he became an active Serran, and then a Serran leader. When I became convinced that this 

organization was not just a social club, but was really doing things to change the cultural attitude of Catholics to-

ward priestly and religious vocations, I joined. I have become more active than I ever imagined. Serrans are the best 

friends on this journey that a person could have.” 

 

 

“My wife was a member and described the mission and purpose of Serra. I believed that to maintain 

my faith I needed the sacraments and to live the faith I needed the support of those who live a conse-

crated life as they live, teach and pray.” 

Anyone interested in submitting articles to the “Serra Mensajero” is 

welcome to email marie.baert@verizon.net. Articles should be sub-

mitted no later than the 25th of each month if you want it in the cur-

rent newsletter. Have pictures to share from an event? Submit them 

to Marie for publication!  
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