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Richardson, Texas

June 2014

Installation Dinner, Serran Style

Friday, June 6
1st Friday Mass, Breakfast
6:30 a.m.
St. Mark’s

Monday, June 16
Dinner Meeting
6 p.m.
Place to be determined
June 20-22
VAP Weekend
Tuesday, July 1
Feast Day of Blessed Junipero
Serra

Friday, July 4
1st Friday Mass, Breakfast
St. Marks –Mass
Poor Richard’s– Breakfast

Newest Member—AgnesDenvir,
husband Adrain Denvir with Member Kathi Thompson.

Monday, July 21
Dinner Meeting
6 p.m.
Canyon Creek Country Club
July 19-22
Serra International Convention

Serran of the Year—Ralph Armstrong

Saturday, October 4
Seminarian Welcome Dinner

.

Serra Mensajero

is the North
Central Dallas monthly newsletter
which reports activities, provides
news to members and supports
Club goals.
Editor, Marie Baert
Staff Photographer, Katy Warren
Mary LaFave

Visit these
Serra web sites...
North Central Dallas
Serra Club
www.ncdserraclub.com
Serra USA Council
www.serraus.org

Outgoing President –Peter LaFave
Incoming President—Mike Holmes

The evening consisted of dinner of
prime rib. The Young Serrans
joined the North Central Dallas
Serra Club for the evening. The
retiring officers were thanked and
new officers were welcomed for
their upcoming service in the new
year of our club.
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James Belushi and the Holy Spirit

In 1990, a movie came out called "Mr. Destiny". James Belushi was the title character and
played a hard working guy with a lovely wife (Linda Hamilton) and family. Since he was
a blue-collar guy working hard at a factory to support his family, He always wondered
"what if". This "what if" was his striking out in the ninth inning of a high school baseball
game and how all of his life's problems would have disappeared if he had just hit that
home run. He loses his job one day and meets an older bartender (Michael Caine) as he
waiting for his broken car to be towed. Magically, he walks outside
into the dream life that would have occurred if he had hit the home
run. It doesn't take him long to find out what "life at the top" is
like. He runs the factory. He is married to the boss's daughter and
has all the riches he could imagine. In short, he had everything that
he imagined he would want in the old life. He also discovered that life at the top had its
own set of problems. The wife was not as loving. He was despised as a boss. In short he
was very lonely and unhappy and wished for the simple life. In short, he returned to the
same bar, the same bartender, and was able to get his old life back again.

North Central Dallas
Serra Club
Board of Trustees
20142014-2015
President
Mike Holmes
V.P. Programs
Chris Taylor
V.P. Vocations
Tony Schmidt
V.P. Membership
Kathi Thompson
V.P. Communications
Marie Baert

I wish to thank you for your confidence and support over the last year. In particular, I
wish to thank the Board for their support. I wish to thank Jim Duffy, Hank Himmelberg,
and Ralph Armstrong as they step off the Board for their service. And finally, the best
of luck in success in the new year to our new President, Mike Holmes, and the Board of
Directors.

Treasurer
Mary LaFave
Secretary
Dick Reed
Trustees
Don Simoneaux
Greg Mechler
Larry Montz

2 Yr.
1 Yr.
3 Yr.

Past President
Peter LaFave
Newsletter Editor
Marie Baert
Chaplain
Rev. Cliff Smith

Sometimes in life, we are disappointed. We don't always get what we want and don't
always understand why we don't. But the Holy Spirit guides our lives. Take a moment
and think back over your life, the times you may have been disappointed and where you
are today. In my own case, I could not understand why I could not get a job teaching
after I got out of the service. After all, I had a degree, was a war veteran, and thought
my credentials were impeccable. While I was on my way to a job interview, I just happen to see a road sign for a community college and on a whim, signed up for a two year
degree in data processing on GI bill. That started the ball
rolling towards my 31 year career with JCPenney, and meeting the most wonderful girl for me that I could ever have
prayed for. The Holy Spirit had just taken me for a ride. I
wasn't driving; I was in the back seat. Amazing what happens when we just shake off life's little disappointments and
trust in Him .

May God bless you.

Pete

Serra Mensajero

Chaplain’s Corner

June 2014

Page 3

Our Reach and Grasp as Catholics

In my varied reading last week I was particularly struck by a particular expression: “Don’t ask for meaning, ask for use!” We need both to understand and to
daily practice our faith, aware that faith expressed in actions speaks louder that
faith expressed only in words. As St. James says so well, “So also faith of itself,
if it does not have works, is dead.” (James 2:17) We are each called by virtue of
our Baptism to be apostles and evangelists, actively engaged in our faith, not
passive.
Today there is a serious issue in which ‘religious-education’ and ‘faith-formation’ are addressed as
one in the same thing. I can be educated in the religions of Islam or Buddhism as intellectual exercises, but that doesn’t make me practitioner of those faith traditions. In fact the word
‘practitioner’ (as in ‘practicing’ Catholic) is thoroughly misunderstood. When I preach I remind
people that someone who is ‘practicing’ a sport or musical instrument or other such skills, they are
actively working to advance their skills and abilities, working at getting better. One only gets better with practice, and abilities can be lost without practice. Many, however, claim to practicing
Catholics because the go to Mass most Sundays and a few Holy Days of Obligation, when its convenient.
If we neither understand our faith nor practice it 24/7 we are at a distinct disadvantage when someone walks up to us and says, ‘Why do you Catholics …? (Fill in the blank, ‘worship Mary and the
Saints,’ ‘keep repeating the sacrifice of Christ, or ‘not follow the Bible.’) It is common in Texas to
be told by a Baptist that Catholics are not Christians. I think it’s indicative of American society as
a whole that religion/faith is often compartmentalized and pigeon-holed for a specific few hours
(or less) each week. It’s as if we had a Jesus-robe that we take out of the closet to wear to church
on Sunday, and then hang it back up when we return home. I’m confident that was not what St.
Paul meant when he wrote: “But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the desires of the flesh,” (NAB Romans 13:14) or, “For all of you who were baptized into Christ have
clothed yourselves with Christ.” (NAB Galatians 3:27.)
We must be witnesses for and before others. As Robert Browning expressed it in his poem Andrea
del Sarto: "Ah, but a man's reach should exceed his grasp, or what's a heaven for?" Somehow
we’ve fallen into a narrow reach and a short grasp, and are in dire need of re-evangelizing adult
Catholic especially from 25-50 years of age. Here at St. Mark the Evangelist we offer between 8
and 12 adult classes in Scripture, Sacramental Theology, Church History and other topics, some
weekday, some weekends, some daytime and some at night, year round. I often encourage those at
Mass to grow in their faith. It’s happening, but slowly, and there’s a long row to hoe ahead.
Fr. Clifford Smith, Chaplain
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Good News from the Serra USA Council
We are all one body
·
As of May 9th, 2014 the law suit is settled
·
Totally settled, Never to return
·
Everyone is happy
·
Serrans in the US are again happy to belong to Serra International
·
All Serrans in the US are members of the USA Council
·
All Serrans in the US are now able to use the services of the USA Council
·
Let’s get back to helping each other to get on with our mission to foster and promote vocations

PRAY INTENTIONS

Upcoming June
Meeting Sneak Peak
Our guest speaker for the
Monday, June 16th dinner
will be Fr. Joshua J. Whitfield from St. Rita.

Carolyn Tromba
Katy Warren
PRAY FOR THE REPOSE OF THE SOUL OF:
Betty Roberts

Cahterine Hogan
Mark Venincasa
Dawn Epping
Chris Taylor
Carl Rossini

24th
24th
26th
27th
29th

JUNE ANNIVERSARIES
Leo and Joan Heiting
Don and Carolyn Simoneaux
Jack and Carolyn Tromba
Ed and Mary Keminsky
Dick and Diane Reed
Jim and Linda O’Malley

Holy Trinity Seminary Trinitarian Auxiliary
2014/15 Seminarian Welcome Baskets
A project to provide a “Welcome Basket” to every Holy Trinity Seminary filled with
school supplies, personal items and gifts cards.
The Welcome Baskets are given to the seminarians as they return to HTS for the start
of the 2014 Fall Semester at the University of Dallas. New and returning seminarians
receive these gifts.
Please contact the Auxiliary for information to drop off the donations at 972-438-2212
by July 31.
Suggestion List
Notebook Paper Lined
3-Subject or Single Subject Spirals
Folders
Legal Pads
Journal Notebooks 7x5
Binder gribs, small size
Binder gribs, medium size
Index Cards
Green Books/Blue Books (for tests at UD)
Reams of Copy/Computer paper
Flash Drives
Thank you Note Cards

JUNE BIRTHDAYS

Blank Stationary
Postage Stamps
Envelopes No. 10 –white
Facial Tissue “Kleenex”
Toothpaste
Toothbrush
Shave Cream
Laundry Detergent
Room Air Fresheners
Closet Hangers (new, plastic)
Black Socks
Monetary or gift card donations

1st
3rd
5th
9th
11th
22nd

31 Club

The 31 Club is a commitment by
Serrans to attend Mass and pray for vocations
on a specific day each month. If you wish to participate in this important ministry please e-mail
Hank Himmelberg at
hankhimmelberg@verizon.net
1st
2nd
2nd
3rd
4th
5th
6th
7th
7th
7th
7th
8th
9th
9th
10th
11th
12th
13th
14th
15th
15th

Jerry Hurster
Dick Park
Katie Park
Bill Crowley
Bob Baillargeon
John Fitzpatrick
Vince Ahern
Betty Monaghan
Bill Condon
Lou Neeb
Peter La Fave
Mary La Fave
Vicki Dean
Jim Duffy
Mark Venincasa
Therese Reittinger
Jack Tromba
Don Simoneaux
Jack Hardage

16th
17th
18th
18th
19th
20th
21st
21st
21st
22nd
23rd
24th
24th
24th
25th
26th
27th
27th
28th
28th
29th
30th
31st

Hank Himmelberg
John Fitzpatrick
Ann Larriviere
Rod Larriviere
Tony Schmidt
Doug Biglen
Veronica Biglen
Bill Higgins
Joe Semler
Paul Reittinger
Ralph Armstrong
Jim Hogan
Kay Hogan

Chris Taylor
Warren Schneider
Bill Larsen
Bonnie Larsen
Carl Rossini
Katy Warren

