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The Future of the Diocese of Dallas

O

n May 21, 2016, Diocese of Dallas ordained 4 young men to the priesthood at the
Shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe. The alumni
of Holy Trinity Seminary and Redemptoris Mater have traveled far in their journey to this ordination. Their journey really only begins now for
their lifetime.

Friday, June 3
1st Friday Mass, Breakfast
6:30 a.m.
St. Mark’s Catholic Church
Fathers Day, June 19
Monday, June 20
Monthly Dinner Meeting
6:30 Dinner
Canyon Creek Country Club
June 30-July 3
Serra International Convention
St. Louis, MO
Friday, July 1
1st Friday Mass, Breakfast
6:30 a.m.
St. Mark’s Catholic Church
Monday, July 18
Monthly Dinner Meeting
6:30 Dinner
Canyon Creek Country Club
Friday, September 23, 2016
Spes Gregis Dinner
(Seminarian Dinner)
6:00 Reception/7:00 pm Dinner
Hilton Anatole
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Pictured, left to right: Fr. Paul Bechter; Fr. Emmett
Hall; Bishop Kevin Farrell; Fr. Ignacio Olvera; Fr. Daniel Rendon.

Fr. Paul Bechter and Fr. Emmett Hall will return
to Rome to finish their studies there. Fr. Ignacio
Olvera will be assigned to St. Thomas Aquinas
Catholic Church in Dallas. Fr. Daniel Rendon
has been assigned to Mary Immaculate Church
in Farmers Branch. Please continue to pray for
these new priests, all priests and all discerning.

A Flock Says Good-Bye
Monsignor Glenn “Duffy” Gardner, Pastor of St. Martin of Tours
Parish in Forney passed away Tuesday, May 3 after experiencing
breathing difficulties earlier in the day. He was 72 years old and the
day before celebrated the 46th anniversary of his ordination. Mgsr.
Duffy has served at St Elizabeth Ann Seton, St. Mark’s and as an
administrator for the diocese during his career. He was remembered
fondly for his sense of humor among other things.
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Why Be a Serran...

At The Serra Club of Collin County monthly meeting on April 13, Jim Duffy presented the planning of the Serra Information Meeting for
new members taking place May 31 at 7:00PM at Our Lady of Angels. Four of us were asked to speak. My subject ‘Why you should be a
Serran”. I know a lot can be said. Here are my thoughts.
WHY BE A SERRAN?
APOSTOLATE – Through baptism you are called to service. By being a Serran you are fulfilling a call to a particular apostolate, a singular ministry. You are doing what our Lord and our Catholic Church ask of you as an individual and with planned activities of your
Serra Club.
PRAYER – You are part of a Team that provides daily prayer and tangible support to ALL Seminarians during their challenging years
of discernment to priests in their daily ministry. “You will know them by their fruits.” Matt 7:16-20
PROMOTE – You have opportunities to promote an atmosphere in your parish that helps families to be open to vocations (31 Club
Prayer Team, crucifix or chalice into parishioner’s homes, etc.)
INVITE – You can invite potential candidates to consider the priesthood or religious life.
ENCOUAGE – You make friends with dozens of young men and women.
PERSONAL SPIRITUAL GROWTH – Prayer programs at Serra Meetings, and working together on Serra events are opportunities for
growth in holiness. You have countless opportunities to establish and deepen friendships with our current bishop, priests, brothers,
deacons, who serve all the families in your dioceses. You build a network of Catholic friends across the diocese, the USA, and the
globe!
JOY – You have dozens of opportunities for the JOY of “MOUNTAIN TOP EXPERIENCES” caused by the presence of the Holy Spirit
(e.g. Ordinations, profession of final vows, group prayer for vocations, visits to Holy Trinity Seminary for Mass with the seminarians etc.).
AFFIRMATION EVENTS – Appreciation events to celebrate the priesthood and religious life, trips
to visit the seminarians at the seminary, etc.
VOCATION AWARENESS PROGRAM (VAP) Each year the Ser r a Clubs of Dallas and For t
Worth sponsor a weekend event at the University of Dallas to give young men and women opportunity to explore with priests and religious what it means to have calling. We average over
50 participants in attendance at VAP.
LEGACY – You enhance your personal Catholic LEGACY which you leave for your children,
grandchildren and great grandchildren for the services you contributed to our Catholic Church
thru your service and prayer and work as a Serran. “Well done, good and faithful servant.” Matt
25:21
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ON A PARTING NOTE…
On May 21 the Diocese of Dallas celebrated the ordination to the priesthood Deacons Paul Stephen Becther, Emmett V. Hall, Daniel Rendon, and Ignacio Olvera Ortiz. Although their process to ordination has
been completed, their service to the Church is just beginning, so keep them in your prayers as they start
their lifelong journey of service. The seminary’s academic year is also drawing to a conclusion and as
always including the young men in your prayers for safe travel and spiritual guidance over the summer
months would be welcomed.
May also brings the end of the year for Serra Clubs and on May 11th our club had its annual installation
dinner where the current board was recognized for their past year of service and the new board was installed. I want to thank the 2015-2016 board for the work they did in their various positions as we completed another successful year.
June brings the annual Serra sponsored VAP weekend, which serves as an important opportunity for those
individuals going through the discernment process to meet current religious in an informal setting in order
to gather information to assist in their decision making process. The success of this program has contributed to the increase of vocations within our Diocese. Pray that this year’s weekend is as strong and successful as ever.
I thank you for allowing me the opportunity to serve and represent the club as president for the past year
and as always I ask that you pray for the continued success of our club and its programs.
Thank you for your continued prayers and support for vocations.
Dennis Epping
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Chaplain’s Corner On Pope Francis’ Apostolic Exhorta on Amoris Lae
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The Joy of Love
Sunday Homily, April 10, 2016

Pope Francis's apostolic exhorta on Amoris Lae a, The Joy Of Love, is a complex 264-page document
summarizing the work of the recent synod of Bishops on the Family. It makes clear the Church’s teaching regarding marriage, sexuality, and family absolutely clear, but also urges the Church's ministers to
reach out in mercy and compassion to those who struggle to actualize/incarnate those truths in their
lives.
Francis Cardinal George once said that it is insuﬃcient simply to drop the truth on people and then
smugly walk away. Rather, he insisted, you must accompany those you have instructed, commi ng yourself to helping them
integrate the truth that you have shared.
The Pope is very clear: authen c marriage is between a man and a woman, who have commi ed themselves to one another
in permanent ﬁdelity, expressing their mutual love and openness to children, and living as a sacrament of Christ's love for his
Church. He explicitly calls a en on the teaching of Humanae Vitae regarding the essen al connec on between the uni ve
and the procrea ve dimensions of conjugal love, that there is no room in a truly Chris an marriage for a contracep ve mentality. He also makes clear the Church’s teaching on the permanence of marriage. He writes: "The indissolubility of marriage
- 'what God has joined together, let no man put asunder' (Mt 19:6) - should not be viewed as a 'yoke' imposed on humanity,
but as a 'gi ' granted to those who are joined in marriage..."
He argues that love is not primarily a feeling, but rather a commitment of the will to do some deﬁnite and challenging things:
to be pa ent, to bear with one another, to put away envy and rivalry, and ceaselessly to hope. Francis instructs couples entering into marriage that love must be at the heart of their rela onship.
But the Pope also honestly admits that many fall short of the ideal that the Church means by matrimony. He asks that we
recognize, even in irregular or imperfect unions, certain posi ve elements that par cipate in the fullness of married love.
Thus for example, a couple living together without beneﬁt of marriage might be marked by mutual ﬁdelity, deep love, the
presence of children, etc.
Appealing to these posi ve marks, the Church might, according to a "law of gradualness," move that couple toward authenc matrimony. This is not to say that living together is permi ed or in accord with the will of God; it is to say that the Church
can perhaps ﬁnd a more loving way to move people in such a situa on to conversion.
The Pope observes that many people in civil marriages following upon a divorce ﬁnd themselves in a nearly impossible situaon. If their second marriage has proven faithful, life-giving, and frui ul, how can they simply walk out on it without in fact
incurring more sin and producing more sadness? This is, of course, not to suggest that their second marriage is not objec vely disordered, but it is to say that the pressures, diﬃcul es, and dilemmas might reduce their culpability.
Pope Francis says: "Hence it is can no longer simply be said that all those in any 'irregular' situa on are living in a state of
mortal sin and are deprived of sanc fying grace". He suggests that the Church's ministers might help such people, in the privacy of an oﬃce or the confessional, to discern their degree of moral responsibility. Once again, this is not to embrace a
breezy "anything-goes" mentality, nor to deny that a civil marriage a er a divorce is objec vely irregular; it is to ﬁnd, perhaps, for someone in great pain, a way forward. “A pastor cannot feel that it is enough simply to apply moral laws to those
living in ‘irregular’ situa ons, as if they were stones to throw at people’s lives.” The image here is clearly intended to suggest
that du fully following tradi onal teaching is akin to stoning the woman taken in adultery; as if Our Lord’s own words on
indissolubility — and his warning that divorce/remarriage is adultery — were somehow rendered null and void by mercy. As
a priest of nearly 20 years I have struggled with the concept that we call people to make their lives perfect, but deny them
the very grace necessary to make that happen. Can we come to perfec on in the eyes of God without Jesus and the Sacraments?
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BreAkfAst Anyone?
You say yes? Good, we have the perfect breakfast awaiting you this Friday, June 3
after the 6:30 a.m. Mass at St. Mark’s Catholic Church in Plano. We meet as Serrans
on the first Friday of each month pray for vocations, celebrate the Eucharist and then
break bread together afterwards. Bill Crowley has faithfully every month ordered,
picked up, set up and cleaned up for all us to have this opportunity together as a
group to gather. There is NO extra charge to attend these events. It is included in
your dues as a member. We do invite spouses free of charge to pray, celebrate and eat with the group. I look
forward to seeing everyone there this Friday.
Are you on Facebook? If so, have you gone and “liked” the Holy Trinity Facebook Page and the Diocese of Dallas Facebook Page. It is amazing what you see on those pages. They remind us every day
who to pray for in the seminary, they remind us of priests celebrating special ordination anniversaries
and advertise upcoming events. Recently, Holy Trinity has been posting pictures of the seminarians
with quotes from them regarding the seminarians plans for the upcoming summer now that they are
done with the official school year. This is a recent post with a picture to accompany it:

Summer Seminarian "Facebook Blogger": Parker Thompson
My name is Parker and I am a seminarian for the Diocese of Dallas. This fall I will be a
sophomore at Holy Trinity Seminary. This summer I will be at St. Ann Catholic Parish in
Coppell, where I will be spending my time serving Masses, attending youth ministry
functions, and assisting with many other events at the parish. I am looking forward to an
eventful, prayerful, and busy summer!

June 30 - July 3, 2016
2016 Serra International Convention
Register for the convention at:
https://nspire.serrainternational.org/events/st-louis-2016

31 Club

PRAY FOR THE
HEALING POWER
OF GOD FOR:
Mary LaFave
Katy Warren
Tom DeMarest
Butc h Copeland

Upcoming Speakers
June: Fr. Michael Dugan
- Pastor St Elizabeth of Hunga-

July: Sister Gloria Cain former Superintendent of
schools.

JUNE BIRTHDAYS

Catherine Hogan
Mark Venincasa
Dawn Epping
Chris Taylor

24th
24th
26th
27th

MAY ANNIVERSARIES

Don and Carolyn Simoneax
3rd
Dick and Diane Reed
11th

The 31 Club is a commitment by Serrans to attend Mass and pray for vocations on a specific day each month. If you wish to participate in this
important ministry please e-mail Hank Himmelberg at
hankhimmelberg@verizon.net
1st
1st
1st
2nd
2nd
2nd
2nd
3rd
4th
4th
5th
6th
7th
8th
9th
9th
10th
11th
12th
13th
14th
15th
15th
16th
17th

Jerry Hurster
Joan Heiting
Ed Johnson
Dick Park
Katie Park
Mike Maxwell
Dolores Maxwell
Bill Crowley
Ida Keptner
Mike Holmes
Bob Baillargeon
John Fitzpatrick
Bill Condon
Lou Neeb
Peter LaFave
Mary LaFave
Vicki Dean
Jim Duffy
Mark Venincasa
Bruce Baumann
John Tromba
Don Simoneaux
Warren Schneider
Hank Himmelberg
John Fitzpatrick

18th
18th
19th
20th
21st
21st
22nd
23rd
24th
24th
25th
26th
27th
27th
27th
28th
28th
29th
30th
31st

Rob Larriviere
Ann Larriviere
Tony Schmidt
Doug Biglen
Veronica Biglen
Ralph Armstrong
Kay Hogan
Kathi Thompson
Warren Schneider
Chris Taylor
Leo Heiting
Bill Larsen
Bonnie Larsen
Katy Warren
Ron Kepner
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ANNUAL INSTALLATION DINNER
Congratulations to Tony Schmidt for being recognized
as the Serran of the Year for our Club. Thank you for
all you do for religious vocations.
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New Members Rita Park and Meg Haerr

