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Friday, March 2  
First Friday Mass, Breakfast 
6:30 a.m. 
St. Mark Catholic Church 
 
Friday, March 16 
Serra Club Board  Meeting  
7:00 a.m. 
St. Mark Pastoral Center 
 
Monday, March 19 
Serra Club Dinner Meeting  
6:30 p.m.  

Canyon Creek Country Club 
Sister Gloria Cain, SSND 
Supt Catholic Schools 
 
Saturday, March 24 
VAP Kickoff Brunch 
Mass 9:30 a.m. 
Holy Trinity Seminary 
 
Friday, April 6  
First Friday Mass,  Breakfast 
6:30 a.m. 
St. Mark Catholic Church 
 
Sunday, April 8 
Easter Sunday 
The Resurrection of the Lord 
 
Sunday, April 15  
Mass with Seminarians 
9:15 a.m. 
Holy Trinity Seminary 
 
Monday, April 16 
Serra Club Dinner Meeting  
6:30 p.m.  

Canyon Creek Country Club 
Ms. Tammy Grady 
Consecrated Woman 
 
Friday, April 20 
Serra Club Board  Meeting  
7:00 a.m. 
St. Mark Pastoral Center 

 
 Visit  these  

Serra web sites... 

North Central Dallas 

Serra Club 

www.ncdserraclub.com 
 

Serra USA Council 

www.serraus.org 

Mark 

Your 

calendars 

A 
s heartening as it 

was to see and hear 

from the presidents 

of both Serra International 

and the Serra United States 

Council at our January dinner 

meeting, I am saddened to 

have to report that we seem to 

be as far as ever from resolv-

ing the dispute between these 

two levels of the organiza-

tion. Some of our members 

have received letters and e-

mail messages from both of-

fices in Chicago and may be 

confused or angry about the 

current situation in the or-

ganization. Our club, like 

most others in the U.S., has 

continued to focus on our 

Serra mission in spite of the 

conflict, and I don‟t want to 

dwell on the situation; how-

ever, I believe it is important 

for our members to know 

what steps the North Central 

Dallas Board of Trustees has 

taken to make our feelings 

known and to push for a reso-

lution. 

When the dispute took a turn for 

the worse early last year, and 

before the term of the current 

Board members began in June, 

our Board passed a resolution to 

express the club‟s dismay with 

the situation by withholding 

payment of our dues, which are 

assessed semiannually, to both 

SI and USAC. The resolution 

requested actions toward resolv-

ing the dispute that would lead 

us to submit payment of the 

withheld dues. A few months 

later, after the term of the cur-

rent Board began and following 

the Serra International conven-

tion in Ottawa, the Board deter-

mined that the USA Council had 

provided necessary information 

and taken steps we felt were in 

the right direction to resolve the 

dispute. The Board then passed a 

resolution to resume payments 

of dues to USAC. 

The primary way Serra Clubs 

have to voice their feelings and 

effect change in the organization 

is by appointing a delegate or 

assigning a proxy to cast votes 

on resolutions presented during 

the delegates meeting at the an-

nual convention, and we have 

done that in past years. The 

Serra International bylaws con-

tain a provision that states: “Any 

SERRA CLUB which is in ar-

rears or late in payment of inter-

national dues for two (2) pay-

ment periods (two six-month 

periods or one full year) on 31 

March, may not vote at the dele-

gates‟ meeting of the next con-

vention of SERRA INTERNA-

TIONAL.” 

With that in 

mind, the 

Board voted at 

the monthly 

meeting on 

February 17 to 

submit pay-

ment to SI for 

the dues invoice we received last 

June while continuing to with-

hold payment of the invoice re-

ceived in January of this year. 

In the letter forwarding the 

check for the dues payment, I 

expressed our opinion that the 

actions taken by the SI Board in 

recent meetings to dissolve the 

USA Council are not in confor-

mance with the Serra Interna-

tional Constitution and Bylaws 

and therefore are not enforce-

able. The letter went on to state: 

“While we agree that the Serra 

organization faces a number of 

significant problems, we believe 

that we can work toward solving 

these problems only by bringing 

an end to the discord within 

Serra in a way that will 

strengthen the organization 

rather than weaken it. The path 

the organization has followed in 

the recent past has served to 

alienate a great number of indi-

vidual Serrans and Serra leaders 

whose active participation will 

be critical to ensuring the suc-

cess of Serra in the long term.” 

An attachment to the letter pro-
(Continued on page 2) 

Let’s Not Lose Focus on Serra’s Mission 

 Don Simoneaux 

President’s Focus 



 

 

President 
Don Simoneaux 

 
V.P. Programs 

Bill Crowley 
 

V.P. Vocations 
Tony Schmidt 

 
V.P. Membership 
Ralph Armstrong 

 
V.P. Communications 

Lou Neeb 
 

Treasurer 
Peter LaFave 

 
Secretary 

 Mary LaFave 
 

Trustees 
Hank Himmelberg,    3 Yr.        
Ralph  Armstrong,    2 Yr. 
Paul Ficalora,             1 Yr. 

 
Past President 
Greg Mechler 

 
Newsletter Editor 

Dick Park 
 

Chaplain 
Rev. Cliff Smith 
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North Central Dallas 

Serra Club 

Board of Trustees 

2011-2012 

and I am origi-

nally from Bra-

zil. I am a 

seminarian at 

the Redemp-
toris Mater 

Seminary, the 

diocesan mis-

sionary semi-

nary in Dallas. 

This is the beginning of my sec-

ond year in the seminary and my 

first year of philosophy at UD. 

Before entering the seminary, I 

finished my degree in History and 

for three years I was working at a 

financial institution in Brasilia. 

At the age of thirteen I begun the 

itinerary of 

faith called the 
Neocatechu-

menal Way, 

where I have 

also discovered 

my vocation. In 

2009, during 

one of the pil-

grimages of the 

youth from my parish, I felt that 

God was calling me to the priest-

hood. In September of 2010, after 

attending the vocational center 

for a year, I went to a retreat in 

Porto San Giorgio in Italy from 

where I was sent by lottery to 

Dallas.  

My name is Radosław Michał 

Markiewicz and I am originally 
from Bydgoszcz in the northwest 

Poland. I am 25 years old. After 

graduating from High School in 

2006, I entered the Redemptoris 

Mater seminary in Dallas. Last 

year I have graduated from the 

University of Dallas in Philoso-

phy. I am now in my first year of 

Theology.  

T 
wo seminarians from 
Redemptoris Mater 

Seminary in Dallas, Lu-

cas de Sales and Radoslaw 

Markiewicz, were the featured 
speakers at the monthly dinner 

meeting of the Serra Club of 

North Central Dallas on Mon-
day, February 20th at the Can-

yon Creek Country Club in 

Richardson. They were accom-
panied by Very Reverend Fer-

ando Carranza, Rector of Re-

demptoris Mater Seminary. 

My name is Lucas Moreira de 

Sales. I am twenty-five years old 

 

Redemptoris Mater Seminarians Featured at February Dinner Meeting 

Serra Mensajero                                             March 2012                                                                Page 2 

Tony Schmidt 
VP Vocations 

poses a set of steps the organiza-

tion must take to address its prob-

lems, including changes that need 

to be made in the SI bylaws to 

clarify the process for withdraw-

ing approval of a council and to 

establish a process for appealing 

such an adverse action. We will 

work with other clubs in the 

United States as necessary to 

draft resolutions for action at the 

June 23 delegates meeting at the 

convention in Providence. The 

deadline for submission of reso-

lutions is 90 days prior to the start 

of the convention, which would 

be March 23 for the June 21 con-

vention start date.  

I will be happy to provide a copy 

of the letter we sent to Serra In-

ternational to anyone who re-

quests one. As we go forward and 

prepare to start a new Serra year 

in June, it is important for us to 

keep our focus on the reasons we 

all joined Serra and to continue to 

work for the mission of support-

ing vocations in the Catholic 

Church and responding to God‟s 

call to holiness in our lives. 

President’s Focus 
 
(Continued from page 1) 

Brasilia Cathedral  
Brasilia, Brazil 

St Vincent de Paul Basilica 
Bydgoszcz, Poland 

VAP Brunch/Kickoff  Is Fast Approaching 
 

Thank You to those who have already  responded to the Brunch invitations. 

For those who have not, there is still time before the march 24th kickoff. 

1. There is still time to respond before the March 17 deadline. 
2. There is space available in the dining room and the Chapel. 

3. Serra and the VAP Committee need the funds to run the program. 

4. All clubs must be represented at the Kickoff to pick up the parish VAP advertising ma-
terial. 

5. If you'll sign up and attend, you will be helping Vocations, and  

6. You may win a handsome door prize 
The cost is $15.00 per person, RSVP form is attached 

We hope to see you there! 

 

Tony Schmidt  VAP 2012 Director 
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  Rev. Cliff Smith 

 
MARCH BIRTHDAYS 

 
Jim O’Malley       8th 
Greg Mechler  16th 
Bill Crowley  17th 
Jim Duffy  20th 
Bill Larsen  28th 

 
MARCH ANNIVERSARIES  

 
Dick & Katie Park 2nd 
Rick & Vicki Dean  10th 
Chris & Kelly Taylor 10th 

Continue to Lift Up in  Prayer 
 

Therese Reittinger         
Carolyn Tromba               

Ellen Rossini                    
George &  Jeanne Stewart 

    Bernadette & Ed Johnson 
Katie Park 

Peter LaFave 

Serra Mensajero  is the North Cen-

tral Dallas monthly newsletter which 

reports activities, provides news to 
members and supports Club goals.  
 

Editor, Dick Park   
Staff Photographer, Vicki Dean 

T 
oo often as Christians we tend to 
think of heresies as something in 

the ancient Church, and yet many 

contemporary Christian traditions have 

slipped back into beliefs rejected and con-
demned by the Church more than 1500 

years ago. 
  

Arianism, one of the oldest heresies con-

demned by the 

Church, a theologi-
cal teaching attrib-

uted to Arius (ca. 

AD 250–336), a 

Christian priest 

from Alexandria, 

Egypt.  Concerned 

with the relation-

ship of the persons 

of the Trinity, 

Arius‟ concept of 

Christ is that the 

Son of God did not 
always exist, but 

was created by—

and is therefore 

distinct from—God the Father. It is a rejec-

tion of the Church‟s belief in the nature of the 

Holy Trinity. 

  

Although Arianism was rejected as heretical 
by the First Council of Nicaea of 325 AD, 

called to determine just what was the nature 

of Christ to the Father, it persisted for nearly 

100 years before largely passing out of exis-

tence .... but not completely. 

  

Many aspects of Arianism can be found in 

the contemporary religions such as Jehovah's 

Witnesses, the Church of Latter Day Saints 

(commonly known as Mormons), and Univer-

sal Unitarians. Jehovah's Witnesses in particu-

lar teach that since one is to worship God 
alone, Jesus should not be worshipped, since 

he is merely a creature: 

  

1. The only-begotten Son of God, the only 

Son created (not born) by Jehovah alone. 

2. This Son is the first created of all creation. 

3. By means of Him (Jesus) all other things in 

heaven and on earth were created. 

4. He is the second-greatest personage in the 

universe, but He is not God. 

5. The Bible is Jehovah 

God's written Word to hu-

mankind.  He employed 

some 40 human writers 

over nearly1600 years to 

record it, but God himself 

actively directed the writing 

by His Spirit.  

6. But Jehovah God has also provided his 

visible organization, His church, to help 

Christians in all nations to understand and 

apply properly the Bible in their 

lives.  According to the Watchtower, unless 

we are in touch with the channel of communi-

cation that God is using, we will not progress 

along the road to life, no matter how much 

Bible reading we do. 

  

Next time we‟ll look at Gnosticism. 

  

Fr. Clifford G. Smith 
Chaplain 

Ancient Heresies in Modern Christianity: Arianism Chaplain’s Corner 

Father Cliff 

31 Club  The 31 Club is a commitment by 

Serrans to attend Mass and  pray for vocations 
on a specific day each month. If you wish to par-
ticipate in this important ministry please e-mail 

Hank Himmelberg at 
hankhimmelberg@verizon.net 

1st 

1st 
1st 
2nd 

2nd 
3rd 
4th 

5th 
6th 
7th 

7th 
7th 
7th 

8th 
9th 
9th 

10th 
11th 
12th 

13th 
14th 
15th 

15th 

16th 

17th 
18th 
18th 

19th 
20th 
21st 

21st 
21st 
22nd 

23rd 
24th 
24th 

24th 
25th 
26th 

27th 
27th 
28th 

28th 
29th 
30th 

31st 

Jerry Hurster 

Paul Ficalora 
Jo Ficalora 
Dick Park 

Katie Park 
Bill Crowley 
 

Bill Baillargeon 
John Fitzpatrick 
Vince Ahern 

Betty Monaghan 
Bill Condon 
Lou Neeb 

 
Peter La Fave 
Mary La Fave 

Vicki Dean 
Jim Duffy 
Mark Venincasa 

Therese Reittinger 
Jack Tromba 
Don Simoneaux 

Jack Hardage 

Hank Himmelberg 

John Fitzpatrick 
Ann Larriviere 
Rod Larriviere 

 
Tony Schmidt 
Doug Biglen 

Veronica Biglen 
Bill Higgins 
Joe Semler 

Paul Reittinger 
Ralph Armstrong 
Jim Hogan 

Kay Hogan 
 
 

Chris Taylor 
Warren Schneider 
Bill Larsen 

Bonnie Larsen 
Carl Rossini 
Katy Warren 

 

T 
he St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 31 

Club starts its third year. 

This past week members of North 

Central Dallas Serra Club made pres-

entations at every daily service to encourage 

parishioners who had been in the Club to re-

commit for another year and to solicit new 

membership. As of now, over 90 parishioners 

have signed up. Hank Himmelberg is hoping 

to get some additional members before en-

rollment is closed. We were able to get infor-

mation about the Club and a registration form 
on the Seton web site and some parishioners 

signed up on line. The registration form is 

still there and Hank hopes that more will sign 

up in the next week or two. 

There are at least two members for each date 

except for the 11, 14, 20, 22, 27 and 28. A 

thank you note will be in the bulletin with the 
above dates being mentioned as open, en-

couraging parishioners to sign up on line or 

to contact Hank. A calendar with all names 

displayed will be in the back of church. 

This is a good way to get more people pray-

ing for vocations and Hank encourages the 

parish contacts to offer this to their parishes. 

Hank will be happy to discuss it with them 

and help get it started. 

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton  
31 Club 

The Council of Nicaea, with 

Arius depicted beneath the 
feet of the Emperor Con-
stantine and the bishops. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/First_Council_of_Nicaea


 

 

Early Church Fathers:   Saint Athanasius of Alexandria 

A 
thanasius was proba-

bly born at Alexan-

dria. By his early 20s 
he was both a deacon in the 

Church and secretary to 

Alexander, Bishop of Alex-
andria. In 325 he accompa-

nied Alexander to the Coun-

cil of Nicaea, a meeting of 
Christian bishops that has 

become renowned as the first 

ecumenical council of the 

Church. The council was 
summoned by Emperor Con-

stantine to deal with a contro-

versy that had first arisen be-
tween Bishop Alexander and 

Arius, a presbyter at Alexan-

dria. By 325 the dispute had 

broadened so as to appear to 
pose a threat to the unity of 

the Church in the eastern part 

of the Roman Empire. The 
controversy concerned the 

compatibility of belief in the 

oneness and transcendence of 
God with belief in the full 

deity of Jesus Christ. Arius, 

influenced by certain strands 

of Neo-platonic philosophical 
thought, taught that the Son 

of God, incarnate in Jesus 

Christ, could not possibly be 
"God" in the full and proper 

sense but was rather the most 

exalted of all God's creatures. 
At the council Athanasius, 

though not a bishop, appears to 
have distinguished himself as a 

disputant against the Arian posi-

tion. Under pressure from the 

Emperor to adopt a creedal for-

mula in the interest of peace and 

unity, the majority of bishops 

ratified a statement, the Creed of 

Nicaea, whose crucial anti-Arian 

clause asserts that the Son of 

God is "of one essence" with 

God the Father. Arius and two 

bishops who would not sign the 
creed were sent into exile. 

In 328 Athanasius succeeded 

Alexander as bishop of Alexan-

dria. It soon became clear that 

the Council of Nicaea had only 

served to suppress temporarily 

the open expression of Arian 

views, and that the Emperor, 

susceptible to pressure from 

bishops close to his ear, was 

more interested in avoiding po-
litical problems than in support-

ing orthodox theological doc-

trine. By 330 there had occurred 

the first scene in a long drama of 

alliance between emperors and 

Arian leaders that was to prove 

so vexing for Athanasius. Con-

stantine wrote to Athanasius, 
directing that he restore Arius to 

communion in the Church at 

Alexandria. Athanasius refused, 

and his ecclesiastical opponents 

then made common cause with 

the Melitians, a dissident Chris-

tian sect in Egypt. At a council 

of bishops at the city of Tyre in 

335, they charged Athanasius, 

not completely without basis, 

with acts of violence committed 

against the Melitians and voted 
that he be deposed from his see. 

Constantine soon thereafter ban-

ished him to the German city of 

Trier. 

Thus occurred the first of Atha-

nasius' five exiles from Alexan-

dria, which account for 17 of 30 

years of his life from 336. It is 

testimony both to his determina-

tion and to his popularity in 

Egypt that after more than 4 
decades of opposition to Arian-

ism he lived his last 7 years as 

bishop of Alexandria under the 

vigorously Arian emperor 

Valens; the Emperor feared the 

populace would revolt if he were 

to take further measures against 

their bishop. 

Athanasius' positive significance 

as a churchman and as an author 

may be suggested by three 

points. First, a governing theme 
in his anti-Arian writings is the 

conviction that God alone and 

no lesser being is the agent of 

man's salvation. This means that 

the Christian's union with Christ 

the Saviour is union with God, 
who alone can bestow immortal 

life. It means, too, that the tradi-

tional Christian belief in the 

Holy Spirit is belief in one who 

also is unequivocally God be-

cause he performs the activity of 

God in bringing man's salvation 

to completion. Second, Athana-

sius played a role as conciliatory 

orthodox leader. He was able to 

see that a large body of conser-

vative Eastern bishops, who 
were uncomfortable over the 

Nicene formula and who pre-

ferred to say that the Son was 

"of like essence" to the Father, 

were not in fact Arians. He did 

important preparatory work to-

ward a reconciliation and coali-

tion, which he did not live to 

see. Third, he was a warmly 

enthusiastic supporter of the 

Christian monastic movement 
emanating from Egypt and wrote 

a widely read biography of the 

monastic organizer St. Anthony. 

Athanasius died in Alexandria in 

373. 

 

Read more: http://

www.answers.com/topic/st

-athanasius-

1#ixzz1npum7CXe 
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Icon of Saint Athanasius 

Members in the News 
 

Carl Rossini. The 2010-2011 

Serra Mensajero has been hon-

ored as the outstanding newsletter 
in Region 10 for the third year 

running. Carl has set a very high 

standard in his years as Editor and 

it was a great loss to the Club and 

to Serra when he decided to 

„retire‟. I pity the poor soul who 

has to follow him. 

Leo & Joan Heiting, Lou Neeb. 

From the February 17 Texas 

Catholic: “Bishop Kevin J Farrell 
presented the first Bishop‟s 

Award for Service to the Church 

to 133 lay men and women during 

a Mass of Thanksgiving at the 

Cathedral Shrine of the Virgin of 

Guadalupe on Feb. 11...The re-

cipients were awarded a person-

ally inscribed medal, a certificate 

of appreciation and were the 

guests of honor at a reception 

following the Mass.” 

Leo and Joan received the award 

for service at St Mark the Evan-

gelist, Lou for service at St Paul 

the Apostle. 

“Indeed, it is because the honor-

ees are responding to their Baptis-

mal calls in an exemplary manner 

that prompted their pastors and 

agency leaders to nominate them 

for this special award,” Bishop 

Farrell said. 

Mark Venincasa. From Mark: 

My dearest of brothers in Christ: 

This is not public news as of 

yet.  I do not yet intend to shout it 

(Continued on page 5) 

The Christian theologian St. Athanasius (ca. 296-373) was bishop of Alexandria, in 

Egypt. He was the most eminent Church leader opposing Arianism on the basis of the 

creed adopted by the Council of Nicaea in 325. 

http://www.answers.com/topic/deacon
http://www.answers.com/topic/nicaea
http://www.answers.com/topic/arius
http://www.answers.com/topic/exalted
http://www.answers.com/topic/creed
http://www.answers.com/topic/communion
http://www.answers.com/topic/arianism
http://www.answers.com/topic/arianism
http://www.answers.com/topic/valens
http://www.answers.com/topic/populace
http://www.answers.com/topic/conciliatory-2
http://www.answers.com/topic/uncomfortable
http://www.answers.com/topic/st-athanasius-1#ixzz1npum7CXe
http://www.answers.com/topic/st-athanasius-1#ixzz1npum7CXe
http://www.answers.com/topic/st-athanasius-1#ixzz1npum7CXe
http://www.answers.com/topic/st-athanasius-1#ixzz1npum7CXe


 

 

The Annunciation of the Lord—March 26th 
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T 
he feast of the Annuncia-

tion, now recognized as a 

solemnity, goes back to 

the fourth or fifth century. Its cen-
tral focus is the Incarnation: God 

has become one of us. From all 

eternity God had decided that the 

Second Person of the Blessed 

Trinity should become human. 

Now, as Luke 1:26-38 tells us, the 

decision is being realized. The 

God-Man embraces all humanity, 

indeed all creation, to bring it to 

God in one great act of love. Be-

cause human beings have rejected 
God, Jesus will accept a life of 

suffering and an agonizing death: 

“No one has greater love than 

this, to lay down one‟s life for 

one‟s friends” (John 15:13).  

Mary has an important role to 

play in God‟s plan. From all eter-
nity God destined her to be the 

mother of Jesus and closely re-

lated to him in the creation and 

redemption of the world. We 

could say that God‟s decrees of 

creation and redemption are 

joined in the decree of Incarna-

tion. Because Mary is God‟s in-

strument in the Incarnation, she 

has a role to play with Jesus in 

creation and redemption. It is a 
God-given role. It is God‟s grace 

from beginning to end. Mary be-

comes the eminent figure she is 

only by God‟s grace. She is the 

empty space where God could act. 

Everything she is she owes to the 

Trinity.  

She is the virgin-mother who ful-
fills Isaiah 7:14 in a way that 

Isaiah could not have imagined. 

She is united with her son in car-

rying out the will of God (Psalm 

40:8-9; Hebrews 10:7-9; Luke 

1:38).  

Together with Jesus, the privi-

leged and graced Mary is the link 

between heaven and earth. She is 

the human being who best, after 

Jesus, exemplifies the possibili-

ties of human existence. She re-
ceived into her lowliness the infi-

nite love of God. She shows how 

an ordinary human being can re-

flect God in the ordinary circum-

stances of life. She exemplifies 

what the Church and every mem-

ber of the Church is meant to be-

come. She is the ultimate product 

of the creative and redemptive 

power of God. She manifests 

what the Incarnation is meant to 
accomplish for all of us. 

American Catholic.org 

 

Leonardo DaVinci     The Annunciation.     c. 1472-1475.  

The Nominating Committee has submitted their 
recommendations of Officers for the coming year: 
 

  President   Larry Montz 
  President Elect  Peter LaFave 
  VP Programs  Chris Taylor 
  VP Vocations  Jennifer Pruitt 
  VP Membership  Jim Duffy 
  VP Communications Katie Park 
  Treasurer   Peter LaFave 
  Secretary   Mary LaFave 
  Trustee 3 Year  Greg Mechler 
  Trustee 2 Year  Hank Himmelberg 
  Trustee 1 Year  Ralph Armstrong 
  Newsletter Editor  Dick Park 
 

The nominations will be presented at the March 
dinner meeting. Nominations will also be accepted 
from the floor.  

The election will be held at the March dinner meet-
ing. 

Officer Nominations for 2012-2013 

Nunsense 

A 
 young novice joined an 

order that demanded a 

vow of silence from all 

its members. She was to be al-

lowed two words with the Mother 
Superior after each five-year pe-

riod of her stay. 

The first five years went by, and 

Sister Agatha came before the 

Mother Superior and had her two 

words, saying, "Beds hard!" She 

spoke and left. 

The next five years passed by and 

Sister Agatha again came to the 

Mother Superior and said, "Food 

bad!" and left. 

After the last following five 
years, the sister again returned 

and said, "I quit!" 

The Mother Superior, although 

she had held her tongue on the 

previous occasions, turned to 

Sister Agatha and said, "It's just 

as well, and good riddance. 

You've done nothing but com-

plain ever since you got here." 

from the mountain tops.  How-

ever.... 

I have presented myself as being 

called to Fr. Tom, after many 

years of hearing that gentle voice 

and after about 5 years of prayer 

on this matter.  I met with Fr. 

Tom today and he has provided 

me with his total support and 

blessing.  It is with great humility 

and a great amount of thanks to 

you and others for your support 

and example, that I have decided 
to be included in the upcoming 

class this fall for discernment in 

the Diocesan Deaconate Forma-

tion process.  I simply wanted to 

let you each know directly and I 

ask for your prayers and support 

that God's will be done. 

Mark A. Venincasa DDS 

Michael Stevens. Mike will be 

the newest member of the Serra 

Club of Collin County in Forma-

tion. Sponsored by Jim Duffy, 

Interim President, Mike resides in 
McKinney on (I love it!) White 

Wine Lane with his wife Jennifer. 

Katie Park. Katie had her left 

knee replaced on February 27th 

and is recuperating at home. She 

is doing well and expects to have 

driving privileges restored by 

April 1st. (She currently has a 

severe case of cabin fever) She 

thanks everyone for their concern 

and prayers. 

Peter LaFave. Not to be outdone, 
Pete is having a partial knee re-

placement on Friday, March 16th 

at Presbyterian Hospital in Dallas. 

He expects to be home the next 

day. Please keep Pete and Mary 

in your prayers and petitions. 
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Photo Gallery 
Photos taken at the February 20th  

Serra NCD Dinner (one from January) 
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Very Rev Carranza, Larry Montz, Don Simoneaux,  
Radoslaw  Markiewicz, Lucas de Sales 

Lucas Moreira deSales, 
Seminarian at Redemptoris Mater Seminary 

Radoslaw Michal Markiewicz, 
Seminarian at Redemptoris Mater Seminary 

Very Reverend Fernando Carranza 
Rector of Redemptoris Mater Seminary 

VP Programs Bill Crowley with  
Very Reverend Fernando Carranza 

Monsignor Olsen Confers Blessing 
With Relic of Blessed Junipero Serra 




