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Mark
Your
calendars
Friday, March 4
1st Friday Mass, Breakfast
6:30 a.m.
St. Mark’s Catholic Church
Monday, March 21
Monthly Dinner Meeting
6:30 Dinner
Canyon Creek Country Club
Friday, April 1
1st Friday Mass, Breakfast
6:30 a.m.
St. Mark’s Catholic Church
Monday, April 18
Monthly Dinner Meeting
6:30 Dinner
Canyon Creek Country Club
Sunday, April 24
9:15 Mass
Holy Trinity Seminary
Friday, May 6
1st Friday Mass, Breakfast
6:30 a.m.
St. Mark’s Catholic Church
June 30-July 3
Serra International Convention
St. Louis, MO

Serra Mensajero

is the North
Central Dallas monthly newsletter
which reports activities, provides
news to members and supports
Club goals.
Editor: Marie Baert

Visit these
Serra web sites...
North Central Dallas
Serra Club
www.ncdserraclub.com
Serra USA Council
www.serraus.org

Richardson, Texas

March 2016

cArol AckelS—iGnAtion SpirituAlity inStitute
Carol referred to “Bull of Induction of the Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy” by
Pope Francis. This can be found at http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/bulls/documents/papafrancesco_bolla_20150411_misericordiae-vultus.html.
MERCY, THE ULTIMATE AND SUPREME ACT WHICH GOD COMES TO MEET US.
Carol was very nice to conduct a “mini-mini retreat” for us after dinner.
To find out more about the Ignation Spirituality Institute please visit https://ignatianinstitute.org/
CLOSING BLESSING

MAY GOD BLESS YOU AND GUIDE YOU ON YOUR WAY. MAY YOU THRIVE
IN THE LOVE YOUR FAMILY AND FRIENDS HAVE FOR YOU. MAY YOU
FLOURISH IN THE PRIDE AND CONFIDENCE YOUR COWORKERS AND
COMMUNITY HAVE IN YOU. MAY YOU CONTINUE TO GROW IN WISDOM,
COMPASSION AND YOUR SEARCH FOR JUSTICE. MAY GOD MAKE YOU UNCOMFORTABLE WITH EASY ANSWERS, HALF TRUTHS AND SUPERFICIAL
RELATIONSHIPS. MAY YOU OPEN YOUR MIND TO THE WORLD. MAY GOD
BLESS YOU WITH OUTRAGE OVER WARS, STARVATION, POVERTY AND
ABUSE. MAY YOU OPEN YOUR HANDS TO THE WORLD. MAY GOD INSPIRE
YOU WITH ENOUGH CONFIDENCE TO KNOW YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE AND YOU CA DO WHAT OTHERS CLAIM IS IMPOSSIBLE. MAY YOU
OPEN YOUR HEART TO THE WORLD AND MAY GOD WHO HAS STARTED
THIS WORK IN YOU, BLESS YOU AND BRING THE WORK TO COMPLETION.
AMEN.

Congratulations Bishop Kelly!
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Why are We Selling Raffle Tickets?

Plans for this year’s Vocation Awareness Program is in full swing and as always it is anticipated to be another successful weekend in the helping the participants in their discernment process. As the program has
grown over the years so has the expense to operate it. For those who may not know, each club is assessed
$75 a member (both full and associate) to cover the costs of the program. Each club member is given
enough raffle tickets with the idea that the tickets being sold will cover the assessment.
The various clubs in the district take different approaches on how this actually works. Some invoice the
member for the $75 and leave it to the member to decide how the tickets are sold. Some have the sales be
voluntary and make up any shortage through their general funds. Our club has voluntary sales and supplemented them with parish sales. This has been successful in the past, but current circumstances require some
modifications. With the recent Bishop’s Capital Campaign, as well as several parish capital campaigns,
parish sales have declined in recent years. As such, we are asking each member to be responsible for selling
the tickets they receive and remitting to the club. Although still voluntary, I ask that it is viewed as something the individual considers as needing to be done. Tickets were distributed at the Monday meeting and
for those not in attendance, we will be sending them to you. I thank everyone who has sold/bought tickets
on an individual basis or through the parish sales in the past.
Looking forward, we have set the date for the Religious Women Celebration to occur on April 17th at 2:00 pm at the St. Paul Parish Center.
We’ll forward details as we finalize the event plans. Since the raffle and gift bags are always a hit, we are looking for donations to assist in
raffle prizes and/or gift bags.
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Thank you for your commitment to vocations through Serra activities and prayer.

Dennis Epping
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Mass at Holy Trinity
Seminary
9:15 a.m.

PRAY FOR
THE REPOSE
OF THE SOUL
OF:
Sister of
Darwin
Hutchinson

April 24th
Remember your breakfast
goodies for the Seminarian reception following
Mass.

MARCH BIRTHDAYS

Jim O’Malley
Greg Mechler
Bill Crowly
Jim Duffy
Bill Larsen

8th
16th
17th
20th
28th

MARCH ANNIVERSARIES
PRAY FOR
THE HEALING POWER
OF GOD FOR:
Mary LaFave

Rick and Vicki Dean
10th
Chris and Kelly Taylor
10th
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Chaplain’s Corner

GoinG to confeSSion durinG
lent
Lent is a penitential season and receiving the Sacrament of Penance is a tradition part of it. An essential part of the
Sacrament of Penance (also called Reconciliation and Confession) is the telling of our sins to the priest, the minister of the Sacrament.
All mortal sins, even the most secret and embarrassing offenses, must be confessed. The priest doesn’t need all the
details, but he needs to know what is being confessed. The confession of venial sins, although not necessary, is encouraged by the Church. Any person, aware of being in the state of mortal sin, must not receive the Sacrament of
Eucharist before going to confession.
Telling our sins to the priest (confession) makes up only part of the sacrament. True sorrow for our failures
(contrition) and a change of heart (conversion) are absolutely necessary as well; faith in God’s loving mercy,
words of advice, absolution by the priest and the healing of relationships form equally vital portions of the process.
The celebration of the Sacrament should always begin with a careful examination of conscience, which should include not only sins committed, but also sins of omission… our failures to do the right things. A good examination
of conscience looks for those things that separate us from love of God and love of neighbor. This generally includes
all selfishness and laziness in one form of another. This process does not depend on us alone, but in fact is God’s
grace and the presence of the Holy Spirit at work in us even when we are in a state of grave/mortal sin.
We express contrition or sorrow for our sins and the resolution not to sin again. After confessing our sins to the
priest, we receive absolution. Only God forgives sins, but the priest sits in persona Christi and offers the forgiveness of God together with human forgiveness with respect to the harm done on the both the personal and communal level.
After giving absolution, the priest may give penance (also know as satisfaction or restitution.) The penance imposed by the priest in confession should correspond with the gravity of the sin. It is meant to repair the harm caused
by sin. The penance may include restitution/compensation, prayer, acts of charity, works of mercy, or service. It
should not be too onerous or difficult to fulfill.
The Sacrament of Reconciliation exists to restore us to God’s grace and to reconnect us to Him as his adopted children in Christ. Seen in this light, the sacrament becomes not something to be feared, but rather an opportunity to be
healed of those things that separate us from God and from our neighbors. As a sacrament, Reconciliation becomes a
grace-filled occasion that not only frees us from our sin, but restores or increases existing grace, the life of the risen
Christ within us. To the extent that we express our sorrow out of love of God, rather than fear of Hell, and that we
have been as honest and thorough as possible, we can leave the Sacrament of Reconciliation in very close to the
same state of grace we had at the moment of Baptism.

Fr. Clifford Smith, Chaplain
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Vocation Awareness Program
Recently you received a letter inviting all Serrans to the VAP kick off brunch. We encourage you to attend. Since we have some new members as well as some existing members who might have forgotten
what the VAP weekend is all about, below is a short explanation of what the weekend entails and the vital role that all Serrans play in The VAP event.
The weekend is currently held at the University of Dallas in June and it is a discernment weekend, not a
retreat. It is designed for men and women who hear a calling from God and wish to explore this calling
more deeply with religious and to also see that there are others who have a serious calling and they are
not alone. They have an opportunity to spend time with priests, nuns, and consecrated women and to
ask them the personal questions they might have regarding a calling and get some advice as to where to
go to further explore a religious life. Saturday we bring in around 15 priests and 15 nuns to consult with
the attendees and have discussion panels and time for prayer and reflection.
The weekend starts Friday evening and ends Sunday at noon We Serrans pay for the entire weekend
which includes rooms for two nights and meals from Friday dinner through Sunday noon brunch. It costs
the attendees nothing financially
Both the Dallas and Fort Worth vocation offices strongly endorse and support this program and it is the
only time that all Serra clubs in the two dioceses come together and jointly participate in this important
endeavor.
We now spend in excess of $20,000.00 on the weekend as the attendance of men and women attendees
have increased. All Serrans receive three books of raffle tickets to sell to friends or buy them for themselves in order to pay to the weekend. This raises $75.00 from each member for VAP. Your participation
in this process is essential in order to continue to have this program which has been going on for 25
years. Our members have been very generous with their financial support both in paying for all of their
raffle tickets as well as additional donations. Most Serrans are fully aware of the huge success this
program brings to both the Dallas and Fort Worth diocese. We
also need your help in selling raffle tickets after Mass in some
parishes so our club can generously support various vocation
causes. Please volunteer your time so other members do not
have to pick up the slack and have to spend all day selling after
all services.
When many volunteer, It makes the job enjoyable and easier.
It can be hot and exhaustive when a few have to do the job. A
schedule of parishes and the weekends we will be selling will
be available soon. Simply contact a board member of your
availability.
If you know of either men or women who have heard the calling
from God and would like to go deeper into the discernment process, have them check us out at www.vapinfo.org. You have to
be 18 years old and from the Dallas or Fort Worth Diocese to
be eligible to attend.

31 Club

The 31 Club is a commitment by Serrans to attend Mass and pray for vocations on a specific day each month. If you wish to participate in this
important ministry please e-mail Hank Himmelberg at
hankhimmelberg@verizon.net
1st
1st
1st
2nd
2nd
2nd
2nd
3rd
4th
4th
5th
6th
7th
8th
9th
9th
10th
11th
12th
13th
14th
15th
15th
16th
17th

Jerry Hurster
Joan Heiting
Ed Johnson
Dick Park
Katie Park
Mike Maxwell
Dolores Maxwell
Bill Crowley
Ida Keptner
Mike Holmes
Bob Baillargeon
John Fitzpatrick
Bill Condon
Lou Neeb
Peter LaFave
Mary LaFave
Vicki Dean
Jim Duffy
Mark Venincasa
John Tromba
Don Simoneaux
Warren Schneider
Hank Himmelberg
John Fitzpatrick

18th
18th
19th
20th
21st
21st
22nd
23rd
24th
24th
25th
26th
27th
27th
27th
28th
28th
29th
30th
31st

Rob Larriviere
Ann Larriviere
Tony Schmidt
Doug Biglen
Veronica Biglen
Ralph Armstrong
Kay Hogan
Kathi Thompson
Warren Schneider
Chris Taylor
Leo Heiting
Bill Larsen
Bonnie Larsen
Katy Warren
Ron Kepner
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