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Mark
Your
calendars
Friday, November 4
First Friday Mass, Breakfast
6:30 a.m.
St. Mark Catholic Church
Saturday, November 5
Annual Serran Retreat
8:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m.
St. Monica Catholic Church
Sunday, November 13
Mass with Seminarians
9:15 a.m.
Holy Trinity Seminary
Friday, November 18
Serra Club Board Meeting
7:00 a.m.
St. Mark Pastoral Center
Monday, November 21
Serra Club Dinner Meeting
6:30 p.m.
Canyon Creek Country Club
Father Rudy, Importance of VAP
Friday, December 2
First Friday Mass, Breakfast
6:30 a.m.
St. Mark Catholic Church

Richardson, Texas

Activities and Functions of Diocesan Liturgy Office
Outlined by Associate Director Franci Vitanza

F

ranci Vitanza, Associate Director of the
Diocese of Dallas Liturgy Office (Bishop is the
Director) outlined the duties
and responsibilities of her
office at the October dinner
meeting of the Serra Club of
North Central Dallas. The
Diocesan web page lists the
Liturgy Office’s mission as:
“The Liturgy Office serves the
Diocesan Bishop in his ministry of the formation and promulgation of liturgical practices.
We regulate pastoral-liturgical
action throughout the diocese
and the enrichment of worship
of all the faithful, embracing
the diverse cultures in the areas
of liturgy, music, art, architecture and pastoral practice. We
coordinate the preparation of
all major diocesan Episcopal
functions, and encourage and
support the development of
qualified personnel in all aspects of liturgy. We strive to

promote interaction with the
Cathedral, departments of the
Diocesan Chancery Office,
parishes, and lay organizations,
coordinating non-sacramental
liturgies, special projects and
events when requested. We
serve as a resource to priests
and parishes in providing materials, training programs, workshops, and other items to enrich the celebration of the
church's liturgy and sacraments
within the parishes of the dioceses.”
Franci has been in the Liturgy
Office for 14 years and says
“Our job is to assist the Bishop
in his ministry for the liturgy,
music, Cathedral and environment of the Diocese’s
churches. We are responsible
for all Diocesan Episcopal liturgies and events like RCIA
Rites of Election, the Chrism
Mass, and Diaconate and
Priesthood Ordinations.” This
year the diocese ordained six
Transitional Deacons, 29 His-

Sunday, December 4
Mass with Seminarians
9:15 a.m.
Holy Trinity Seminary
Sunday, December 4
Christmas Party
3:00—6:00 p.m.
Crowley Residence
Friday, December 16
Serra Club Board Meeting
7:00 a.m.
St. Mark Pastoral Center
Visit these
Serra web sites...
North Central Dallas
Serra Club
www.ncdserraclub.com
Serra USA Council
www.serraus.org
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President Don Simoneaux with Franci Vitanza, Associate Director of the Liturgy Office,
Diocese of Dallas, and Bill Crowley, VP Programs, at October Dinner Meeting

panic Deacons, three young
men to the Priesthood and
brought 2000 new Catholics
into the Church.
Of course all documents and
decisions come from the Holy
Father and the Apostolic See in
Rome but each country has a
governing body of Bishops
with the power to make
changes and the responsibility
to pass on all documents and
guidelines. Each country is
given this jurisdiction because
of the vast differences from
nation to nation. In the United
States this body is the United
States Conference of Catholic
Bishops (USCCB). This body
is empowered to make changes
and suggestions called
“indults” to the documents.
These changes must then be
approved by The Congregation
of Divine Worship in Rome
before they are official.
The Conference wisely gives
each Bishop the option to make
certain decisions depending on
the communities of his Diocese. A diocese in Santa Fe has
different needs than one in
New York city. The documents
and Bishop Ferrell allows each
pastor to make certain pastoral
decisions depending on the
community of his parish. St.
Elizabeth in Bonham does not
have the same needs as St.
Elizabeth Ann Seaton in Plano.
Under the USCCB we have the
Federation of Diocesan Liturgical Commissions (FDLC).
This is composed of Liturgical
Commissions and their equivalent offices from around the
United States. Canon Law requires that each diocese have a
Commission or Office of Lit(Continued on page 2)
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President’s Focus

I

was expecting another routine meeting when our Serra
District 46E Governor, Lawrence Whaley of the Serra Club of
Metropolitan Dallas, announced
his second District Council meeting for Saturday, October 22. The
primary purpose of these meetings
is to get the club presidents together four or five times during the
year mostly to discuss administrative matters and coordinate district
-wide events. But this time the
agenda opened with a guest
speaker who made an enthusiastic
presentation about a new initiative
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Opportunity to Reach Out to Local Catholic Youth
in our diocese that may provide a
great opportunity for Serrans to
directly reach out to more of the
young people in our area.

1985 by Pope John Paul II. These
highly publicized world-wide
events have spawned similar
events at the regional and local
levels. There was a Region 10
The speaker was Jason DeuterCatholic Youth Conference in
man, Director of Youth Ministry
Little Rock in November 2010.
at Holy Family of Nazareth
According to Jason, every dioCatholic Parish in Irving. Those
cese in Texas other than our own
in the club who are involved with
has sponsored a local Catholic
the Vocation Awareness Program
Youth Conference. He has atwill remember Jason as the enertended some of these and has
getic young man who did such a
been amazed at the response of
great job as master of ceremonies
the young people and has seen
for this year’s VAP Weekend in
the impact is has had on their
June. Working with the Dallas
thinking with regard to a possible
Diocese Office of Youth &
Church vocation.
Young Adult Ministries, Jason
has been a key player in planning Lawrence provided us with a
for a new event for young people copy of a letter he received from
of high school age, Dallas Catho- Bishop Farrell encouraging local
lic Youth Conference 2012. The Serrans to support this event. [A
event is scheduled August 3-5,
copy is attached to this newslet2012, at the Frisco Convention
ter] The planners are hoping to
Center, located adjacent to the
raise 50 thousand dollars to kickEmbassy Suites Hotel.
start this effort, 40 thousand to
cover expenses for the 2012 event
We are all familiar with World
and another 10 thousand to serve
Youth Day, the series of weekas seed money for planning for
long events celebrated every two
future years. But beyond looking
to three years and initiated in
to Serrans for help in raising

funds, Bishop
Farrell and
Jason are asking for our
prayers and our
gifts of time
and talent in
supporting and
Don Simoneaux
helping to sustain the event.

aries were started in 1980 and the
first volume was not released
urgy. In the United States the
until 2002. It is still not complete
FDLC is divided into 12 regions after 31 years. The USCCB may
and has the power to create posi- tweak them but is hoping to just
tion statements that address needs add supplements and not have to
or concerns of the different diochange all the lectionaries.
ceses. These documents go beThe Roman Missal First Edition
fore our bishops at their semiwas published in 1969 and transannual meetings. Thus this is a
lated into English in 1973. In
working body of people that can
1975 the Second Edition began
make a difference for the Ameriand was approved in 1985. Recan Church. Franci recently atnewal was begun for the third
tended a national meeting in Porttime in 1998 and approved in
land, Oregon. They are currently
2009. The English Third Edition
working on the draft of a new
will be implemented in Advent of
Multicultural Document and they
2011. The new Roman Missal is
attended mass in a cathedral that
a process, not an event, giving us
has 27 different languages reprethe opportunity to look a little
sented!
closer at our church and our liturWith all this hierarchy our church gies and discover more intimately
does take time to make decisions. what the early fathers of our
For example the New Lectionchurch wanted for us. However,

it will not be complete. It does
not have the funeral rites, marriage rites or masses with children.

(Continued from page 1) Franci Vitanza

One of the problems we face each
year is how best to get the word
to young people in our area about
the annual VAP Weekend. We
often wonder how effective our
parish talks, posters, and advertisements are in reaching the target audience. DCYC 2012 will
occur after our 2012 VAP Weekend, but if the conference is successful, it will give us an annual
opportunity to publicize our Vocation Awareness Program.
Though many of those attending
the conference will not yet be in
the prime target age group, this
will be a great opportunity to
begin planting the notion in their
minds that there is a program
available for those who may have
an inclination toward a vocation.

In the U.S. we have 69.2 million
Catholics, 37 Archdiocese, 200
diocese, 18,902 parishes and
42,271 priests. In the Dallas Diocese we have 74 parishes, 208
priests and 153 deacons. How do
we get everything communicated,
get everyone to understand, make
it all work? A huge undertaking.
It’s taken 2000 years to get here
and we are really just beginning
to understand what we are asked
to do...Upon this rock you will
build my church - that’s all the
instruction Peter got…we are a
work in progress…just beginning.
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Chaplain’s Corner

H a p p y P r i e s t s!

A

recent presentation by Atlanta
Archbishop Wilton Gregory and psychologist Msgr. Stephen J. Rossetti
reveals that in spite of all the negative publicity of the past 15 years, research shows that
Catholic priests in the United States are
among the happiest, most job-fulfilled and
satisfied men in the country. Research based
on a survey of 2,400 priests active in parish
ministry, suggests that prayer life and the
close relations established with God, brother
priests and laity in their parishes contribute
toward this contentment.
Archbishop Gregory said his own experience
as a priest and bishop reinforced Rossetti's
findings on prayer and many other factors in
what makes priests happy: "Prayer quite simply is an indispensable component of and a
reason for a priest's happiness and ministerial

31 Club

1st
7th
10th
23rd

The 31 Club is a commitment by

Jerry Hurster
Paul Ficalora
Jo Ficalora
Dick Park
Katie Park
Bill Crowley
Bill Baillargeon
John Fitzpatrick
Vince Ahern
Betty Monaghan
Bill Condon
Lou Neeb
Peter La Fave
Mary La Fave
Vicki Dean
Jim Duffy
Mark Venincasa
Therese Reittinger
Jack Tromba
Don Simoneaux
Jack Hardage

16th
17th
18th
18th
19th
20th
21st
21st
21st
22nd
23rd
24th
24th
24th
25th
26th
27th
27th
28th
28th
29th
30th
31st

feeding” of their presbyterate than perhaps in the past.
In a time of limited numbers of priests and ever increasing Catholic populaAccording to the report, in spite of the probtions, the spiritual, emolems of isolation and loneliness that can aftional and physical welfare
flict the priesthood, exacerbated by the priest of every priest is critical.
shortage nationwide, “priest's sense of worth, With the majority of parRev. Cliff Smith
satisfaction, well-being and inner peace,
ishes led by a single priest, and more and
priests who were ordained within the past 20 more one priest leading several disparate paryears or who have been ordained more than
ishes, bishops can ill afford the loss of even a
40 years score far better than priests ordained single priest. The personal support of one’s
in roughly the 1970s or '80s … surveys found bishop is essential. We need to know that he
that the more time a priest spent in prayer
to whom we pledge obedience “has our
each day, the more likely he was to be happy back,” to use a popular expression. I think
and to score high on many other factors that
that is especially true in the Diocese of Dalcorrelate positively with happiness.”
las.
In my own experience I believe bishops are
Father Cliff
much more intent on the proper “care and

Rev. Jason Cargo to Preside at Club Retreat

Serrans to attend Mass and pray for vocations
on a specific day each month. If you wish to participate in this important ministry please e-mail
Hank Himmelberg at
hankhimmelberg@verizon.net
1st
1st
1st
2nd
2nd
3rd
4th
5th
6th
7th
7th
7th
7th
8th
9th
9th
10th
11th
12th
13th
14th
15th
15th

fulfillment," he said. "Prayer is so intimately
tied to a priest's job satisfaction that without a
genuine life of prayer, a man soon withers
and may even lose his desire to be a priest."

Saturday, November 5

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS

Jerry Hurster
Betty Monaghan
Vicki Dean
Tom Demarest
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Hank Himmelberg
John Fitzpatrick
Ann Larriviere
Rod Larriviere
Tony Schmidt
Doug Biglen
Veronica Biglen
Bill Higgins
Joe Semler
Paul Reittinger
Ralph Armstrong
Jim Hogan
Kay Hogan
Chris Taylor
Warren Schneider
Bill Larsen
Bonnie Larsen
Carl Rossini
Katy Warren

Rev. Jason Cargo will be the retreat leader at the North Central Dallas Serra Club
retreat to be held at the St. Monica parish Family Center on November 5. The
retreat will begin with Mass at 8:00 a.m. in the main sanctuary and then continue
to the Family Center located behind the church. Father Jason is presently parochial vicar at St. Monica’s.
The Metropolitan Serra Club members, whose home base is St. Monica’s, have been invited
to join our Club for the retreat. The retreat will include a box lunch. There will be a charge
of $10 for the lunch. The retreat will conclude at 1:00. St. Monica’s is located on the corner
of Midway Road and Walnut Hill Lane in Dallas.
Members and spouses wishing to attend the retreat should register with Club Secretary Mary
La Fave at 972.571.2134 or mcl804@verizon.net
(Registration Form Attached)
To All Serrans,
s you plan your week, mark your
calendar for our FIRST FRIDAY
MASS and Breakfast. Mass is at
6:30AM ST. MARKS PARISH on November 4th. The breakfast immediately follows
at our usual place. Even if you haven't come
for awhile, come join us. Our priests and
seminarians need our prayers and support!
Regards,
Mary LaFave
Secretary NCD Serra

A

Serra Mensajero

is the North Central Dallas monthly newsletter which
reports activities, provides news to
members and supports Club goals.
Editor, Dick Park
Staff Photographer, Vicki Dean

The Bible
There was a very gracious lady who
was mailing an old family Bible to
her brother in another part of the
country.
"Is there anything breakable in
here?" asked the postal clerk.
"Only the Ten Commandments. "
answered the lady.
Continue to Lift Up in Prayer
Therese Reittinger
Carolyn Tromba
Ellen Rossini
George & Jeanne Stewart
Bernadette & Ed Johnson
Betty Monaghan
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Early Church Fathers: Saint Leo the Great
Early Church Father and
Doctor of the Church by Dr.

Marcellino D'Ambrosio

L

ife of St. Leo the Great:
It is regrettable that so
little is known about the
early life of this man who
proved to be such an extraordinary shepherd of the Catholic
Church that he came to be
known not only as Pope Saint
Leo I, but also is one of the only
two Popes in two thousand years
to be called "the Great." What
we do know is that as a deacon
of the Roman Church, before
being elevated to the office of
Pope in 440 AD, St. Leo the
Great had opposed the heresy of
Pelagianism which taught that
grace was not necessary for salvation, but was rather a bonus
that God granted to those who
earned it by their good works.
As Pope, St. Leo the Great was
forceful and unambiguous in his
Christological teaching which
affirmed the full divinity and
humanity of Christ. In fact his
most famous writing, commonly
known as the Tome of St. Leo
(449), was the basis of the
Council of Chalcedon's (451)
dogmatic definition of Christ as
one Divine Person possessing
two complete natures, human

and divine.
St. Leo the Great was Pope during the middle of the fifth century, a troubled time when barbarian armies were ravaging the
once mighty Roman Empire. For
all intents and purposes, the
Western Empire was in total
political and military collapse
and there was a vacuum of political leadership. Pope St. Leo
filled the void and became the
advocate for the temporal as
well as spiritual needs of his
flock. He is perhaps most famous for persuading Attila the
Hun to abandon his plans to
sack the city of Rome and to
withdraw his forces beyond the
Danube river (452). St. Leo once
again was the spokesperson for
the Roman citizenry in 455
when the Vandal barbarians
swept into Central Italy, securing concessions from them.
Through both his powerful
teaching and his leadership,
Pope St. Leo the Great very
much strengthened the office of
the Papacy and made a strong
biblical case for the Divine institution of this ministry by examining the biblical evidence for
Peter's unique role among the
apostles.

A Challenge

N

T

wo nuns were shopping
at a 7-11 store. As they
passed by the beer
cooler, one nun said to the other,
"wouldn't a nice cool beer or
two taste wonderful on a hot
summer evening?" The second
nun answered, "indeed it would,
Sister, but I would not feel comfortable buying beer, since I am
certain it would cause a scene at
the checkout stand."
"I can handle that without a
problem" the other nun replied,
and she picked up a six-pack and
headed for the check-out.
The cashier had a surprised look
on his face when the two nuns
arrived with a six-pack of beer.
"We use beer for washing our
hair" the nun said. "Back at our
nunnery, we call it catholic
shampoo.
Without blinking an eye, the
cashier reached under the
counter, pulled out a package of
pretzel sticks, and placed them
in the bag with the beer.
He then looked the nun straight
in the eye, smiled, and said: "the
curlers are on the house."

The writings that survive by St.

new and a discovery for them.
Remember the first time you went
to a Mass at the Seminary? It was
different. The service put on by
all the young seminarians was
truly inspiring and spiritual. We
Boo, Hiss
also were able to meet with the
seminarians after Mass and visit
Moan, Groan
with them. Remember the first
ow that the reaction is
time you went to a dinner meeting
out of the way, I have an at Canyon Creek Country Club
important challenge for and thought that our club must
all of you. But first, wouldn’t it
have something on the ball just
be nice to see some new faces at because of the meeting venue?
our meetings? New members
This is what new members exalways bring a vitality to an orperience and it gives them the
ganization because what we have incentive to become more active
experienced for many years is all in our organization. Remember,

Membership

Leo, besides his famous Tome,
consist of 143 letters and 96
sermons. His sermons cover
every season of the liturgical
year and are indeed a treasure.
Excerpts from these letters and
sermons to you a taste of this
man's clear and vigorous way of
preaching and teaching the faith
passed down from the apostles
may be found at http://
www.crossroadsinitiative.com/
library_author/12/
St._Leo_the_Great.html. St. Leo
the Great died in 461, is regarded as one of the most important of the Western Fathers of
the Church and was declared a
"Doctor of the Church" by
Pope Benedict XIV.

new members are our future.
The challenge I have for you is to
tell three (3) people that you are a
Serran and then tell them the reason why you are a Serran. Hint;
we believe that we need more
priests and we are determined to
do more than just talk about it.
Why three people? We have
around 50 plus members. That
would mean telling over 150 people about our mission and there is
a good chance that a few of them
would like to know more about
our mission and also know of
someone else who might think the
same way.

Getting new members could be as
easy as telling three
(3) people about
Serra. If we all
work together by
Ralph Armstrong
spreading the word, it is amazing
the positive results that we might
have. It’s up to all of us to keep
our club vibrant. The challenge is
easy. The message is simply to
tell them if they would like to
know more about getting new
priests, come to a meeting and
find out. You can also email me
with their name, phone number,
and if possible their email
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All Souls Day—November 2nd
Germany there existed (according
to the testimony of Widukind,
Abbot of Corvey, c. 980) a timehonoured ceremony of praying to
the dead on 1 October. This was
Memento Mori
accepted and sanctified by the
he commemoration of all
Church. St. Odilo of Cluny (d.
the faithful departed is
1048) ordered the commemoracelebrated by the Church
tion of all the faithful departed to
In the early days of Christianity
on 2 November, or, if this be a
be held annually in the monasterthe names of the departed brethSunday or a solemnity, on 3 Noies of his congregation. Thence it
ren were entered in the diptychs.
vember. The Office of the Dead
spread among the other congregaLater, in the sixth century, it was
must be recited by the clergy and
tions of the Benedictines and
customary in Benedictine monasall the Masses are to be of Reqamong the Carthusians.
teries to hold a commemoration
uiem, except one of the current
of the deceased members at Whit- Of the dioceses, Liège was the
feast, where this is of obligation.
suntide. In Spain there was such a first to adopt it under Bishop NotThe theological basis for the feast day on Saturday before Sexager (d. 1008). It is then found in
is the doctrine that the souls
gesima or before Pentecost, at the the martyrology of St. Protadius
which, on departing from the
time of St. Isidore (d. 636). In
of Besançon (1053-66). Bishop

T

body, are not perfectly cleansed
from venial sins, or have not fully
atoned for past transgressions, are
debarred from the Beatific Vision,
and that the faithful on earth can
help them by prayers, alms deeds
and especially by the sacrifice of
the Mass. (See PURGATORY.)

At Holy Trinity, November 13
Club To Host Seminary Sunday
North Central Dallas Serra Club members, spouses and guests urged
to attend Seminary Sunday 9:15 Mass and reception at Holy Trinity
on November 13. This Is the Club’s designated Sunday. Each of the
Serra clubs in the diocese is assigned a Holy Trinity public Mass to
attend and host the reception with the seminarians and staff.
“Attending Mass at Holy Trinity truly is a unique spiritual experience,” emphasized Jerry Hurster who heads up the activity for the
NCD Serra Club, “and the reception affords an excellent opportunity
to get to visit with the Holy Trinity seminarians and priests.” Members are reminded to bring treats to share at the reception after Mass.

Otricus (1120-25) introduced it
into Milan for the 15 October. In
Spain, Portugal, and Latin America, priests on this day say three
Masses. A similar concession for
the entire world was asked of
Pope Leo XIII. He would not
grant the favour but ordered a
special Requiem on Sunday, 30
September, 1888.
In the Greek Rite this commemoration is held on the eve of Sexagesima Sunday, or on the eve of
Pentecost. The Armenians celebrate the passover of the dead on
the day after Easter.
Catholic Encyclopedia

Photo Gallery
Photos taken at the October 2nd
Seminarian Sunday @ HTS
Photos by Vicki Dean

Serran Ralph Armstrong with Father Joseph Lopez

Seminarian Matt Giacomuzzi with Mary & Peter LaFave
Jean & Lou Neeb with Seminarian Albert Solis
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Dick & Katie Park, Katy Warren

Photos by Vicki Dean

Mary and Bill Higgins

Photos taken at the October 17th Dinner Meeting

Rob and Ann Larrivere

Photo Gallery

Tom and Belle Marie Demarest
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Rosemary and Ralph Armstrong

John and Franci Vitanza

Bill and Kathy Crowley

Jack Tromba
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Diane and Dick Reed

Photos by Vicki Dean

Don Simoneaux and Bill Crowley

Photos taken at the October 17th Dinner Meeting

Vince and Florence Ahern

Photo Gallery

Darwin Hutchinson
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Paul and Jo Ficalora

Joe Semler and Marie Baert

Dawn and Dennis Epping

Dan O’Connell, Bill Condon, Tony Schmidt, Larry Montz
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Photo Gallery

Photos taken at the October 1st
Seminarians Welcome Dinner
Photos by Vicki Dean

D

I 0

c

E

sE

OF

D

A L L A

s

September 12, 2011
Office of the Bishop

Lawrence Whaley
District Governor 46E
5169 Forest Lane Place
Dallas, Texas 75244
Dear Serrails,
Providing environments that encourage both strong Catholic identity and
values for our young people is of utmost importance today. It is a foundational
cornerstone in our efforts to foster, encourage and support vocations in our
Diocese. In light of this, you should know that I wholeheartedly endorse the
upcoming high school event known as DCYC 2012 (Dallas Catholic Youth
Conference). This weekend gathering is being organized and offered through our
Office of Youth & Young Adult Ministries in collaboration with the Office of
Vocations. It will be held August 3-5, 2012.
I know you share my belief of how critical it is that our young people have
adults and mentors witnessing the faith alongside of them. Over the years, we
have seen the fruits of strong comprehensive Catholic youth ministry in an
increased number of teens and their families inquiring about religious vocations.
Now we are seeing these fruits also evident in an increasing number of young
adults entering our seminaries.
I encourage all Serrans, whether on a Diocesan level, in partnership with our
local parishes, or through your own continued stewardship of time, talent and
treasures to find ways to support this groundbreaking event. Thank you for your
consideration and may God continue to bless the ministries you so generously
support.
Faithfully in Christ,

Most Reverend Kevin J. Farrell, D.D:
Bishop of Dallas
3725 Blackburn Street. Post Office Box 190507. Dallas, Texas 75219 • (214) 528-2240 • Fax (214) 528-0287

SERRA CLUB OF NORTH CENTRAL DALLAS
ANNOUNCING OUR 2011 RETREAT
Date: Saturday, November 5, 2011
Location: St. Monica Parish – Chapel and Upper Meeting Room
Address: 9933 Midway Road, Dallas, TX 75220 (Midway & Walnut
Hill)
(214-358-1453) www.stmonicachurch.org
Retreat Leader: Fr. Jason Cargo
Time: 8:00 am to 2:00 pm – lunch will be served
Cost: $10.00 for the lunch; a collection will be taken for Fr. Jason

Agenda

8:00 am – Mass in the Chapel
9:00 am – Talk and reflection
9:45 am – Talk and discussion
10:30 am – Reconciliation
11:30 am – Lunch
12:15 pm – Talk – reflection and discussion
1:00 pm – Closing service and reflection

Make sure to mark your calendar for this time of spiritual renewal.

