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MARK
YOUR
CALENDARS

Sunday, November 2
National Vocations Awareness
Day

Friday, November 7
1st Friday Mass, Breakfast
6:30 a.m.
St. Mark’s

Monday, November 17
Dinner Meeting
6 p.m.
Canyon Creek Country Club

Thursday, November 27
Thanksgiving

Friday, December 5
1st Friday Mass, Breakfast
6:30 a.m.
St. Mark’s
Sunday, December 14
Annual Club Christmas Party

January 15-18
Serra North America Rally
Houston, TX

Serra Mensajero is the North
Central Dallas monthly newsletter
which reports activities, provides
news to members and supports
Club goals.
Editor, Marie Baert
Staff Photographer, Katy Warren
Mary LaFave

Visit these
Serra web sites...
North Central Dallas
Serra Club
www.ncdserraclub.com
Serra USA Council
www.serraus.org

Fr. Tom Cloherty said it was
nice to be back with The Serra
Club of North Central Dallas. He
was the first chaplain for the
club 27 years ago; he has been
chaplain for all the Serra clubs at
one time or another except for
the Young Serrans. Serra in
some way or another goes all the
way back to 1964 with his father. His father was a member of
the downtown club.
His family was members of
Christ the King Catholic Church,
where he attended grade school.
Freshman year was at the old
Jesuit campus and the last three
years was at the “new” Jesuit
campus on Inwood.
The family said the rosary every
day after dinner. Fr. Tom’s dad
took adoration at Christ the king
at 3 a.m. every first Friday of the
month. He remembers this fact
because he could hear his father
as he walked by Fr. Tom’s bedroom door. These are some examples how faithful of people
they were. Dishes would wait
every night so the family could
pray the rosary. If they went out
to dinner, they would pray the
rosary first then the babysitter
would come.
The first Thursday of every
month was confession at school.
Fr. Tom remembers this particular first Thursday in April of his
8th grade year and he was in the
confessional. This was back in
the day of the sliding panels between the priest and the parishioner. When he finished confession, the priest said “You know
young man, sometime we priests
feel we are clairvoyant, have you
ever thought of a vocation to the
priesthood?” He laughs that it
took two orders of nuns to get

Richardson, Texas

him through Christ the Kingkindergarten through 4th grade
were the Ursuline nuns and then
5th -8th the Bernadine nuns.
Every day, no matter what the
subject being taught, the nuns
would tell the girls to think about
being a nun, the boys were told
to think about being a priest.
Senior year at Jesuit and Fr. Tom
had an acceptance for the Foreign Service at Georgetown for
the diplomat corp for the government. 4 years to first Thursday
in April of senior year, he is in
the confessional again and hears
“young man, sometimes we
priests think we are clairvoyant,
have you ever thought of a vocation to the priesthood?” He just
knew they have it printed inside
the confessional, which of
course they did not. Clairvoyant
is not a word you usually hear
and he told the priest he had
heard this almost four years ago
and the priest said maybe this is
a sign, let’s talk. So Fr. Joe
Scantlin (who is in the Ft. Worth
diocese now) became his mentor
during this discerning time. Fr.
Tom told him he had already
been accepted at Georgetown.
Fr. Tom met with the vocation
director of the diocese. The director pointed out that the curriculum at The University of
Dallas/Holy Trinity Seminary
was the same as Georgetown for
the first two years. Think about
it and pray about. He met several
more time with Fr. Scantlin and
figured finally that he wouldn’t
lose anything if he went ahead
and went to The University of
Dallas. Junior year he had to
declare a major and if you were
in the seminary it could only be
philosophy. But he wasn’t sure
still what he still wanted to do.
Fr. Tom thought he might
wanted to hedge his bets. He
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wanted a double major in History. That required him to ask
special permission of the Bishop.
That was the day and age where
you had to bow and kiss the ring.
He knelt and kissed the ring. It
turns out the Bishop had the
same degree so special permission was granted. All through
this time, Fr. Tom never really
made a conscious decision, everything just flowed too easily. 1st
year of graduate year he decided
it was time to make the conscious decision. That has lead to
40 years this past May as a
priest.
If God was to come down and
give him permission to do anything now after all of these
years, he would still want to be a
Catholic priest.
Father has been assigned to
Good Shepherd in Garland, St
Lukes in Irving, St. Jude in Allen, Holy Spirit in Duncanville,
The Chapel of the Incarnation in
Irving, All Saints in Dallas and
now he has been at Prince of
Peace in Plano.
The parting thought that Fr. Tom
left us with that evening was to
never underestimate our prayers
for vocations.
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Reflections on Priesthood Sunday

My dear fellow Serrans,
This past weekend we celebrated Priesthood Sunday to honor those men who have
chosen to be Shepard’s in our Lord’s universal church, our church. I know as a
younger man I did not spend much time thinking about how a young man makes a
decision to enter the priesthood. After marriage, children, grandchildren the realization
that this is a huge decision for these men, young or old has made me much more appreciative of our Fathers.
Each of us has known many priests during our lifetimes. Whether we have moved,
changed parishes, we are given the opportunity to meet, embrace and love many
dedicated men who serve our parishes. Like us, each priest has his own personality,
gifts to serve the parish needs. I can tell you that I have not found one that I have put my effort to know,
that my family and I have not been blessed by knowing them. I still remember my first priest, Father Major, in Newell, South Dakota. He taught me how to pray, how to go to confession, serve as an altar boy
for our church. Much of my foundation in our Catholic faith was instilled by this priest. He was tuff, as a 8
year old, he had to be tuff to rein in young guys like me and turn us into what my mother thought were
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All of you have the same found memories and as
Serrans, you are more so dedicated to knowing,
loving, supporting our Priests. This organization is
truly a support group for Fr. Cliff, Fr. Tom, Fr. Don,
etc. They need to know that they are appreciated,
their opinion counts, their decisions are correct.
Having served as president of All Saints Finance
Council, I got to know Fr. Tom Cloherty very well.
Each priest needs us to know they have friends, I
can tell you, there are many parishioners who complain about the smallest of
things, all the time. Which would you rather have on a daily basis, complaints
about the AC, parking conditions, grass needs to be cut, etc. or compliments
about; “that was an awesome homily Father”, you made me turn deeper inward.
Thanking for the blessing of your priesthood for our parish.
For our next Monday night dinner meeting, if you have a picture or two of you
and your parish priest, bring it to our meeting, share it with us. I bet we can get
Marie to put a few in our next newsletter.

Secretary
Dick Reed
Trustees
Don Simoneaux
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angels. Hum, one day.

God bless our Priests.
Mike Holmes

Did you know... every Thursday is Spanish
Thursday at the Seminary? Morning prayer,
Mass and Evening prayer are in Spanish so the
young men can become more familiar with the
language. Most Texas Bishops and other Bishops
across the US, are recommending newly ordained priests speak Spanish in order to serve
and care for the growing Spanish speaking population in the United States.
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Out of the Mouths of Babes...

I’d like to share a blog by one of the staff members at St. Mark the Evangelist. She
articulates a frustration held by many catechists, priests and especially pastors:
“One recent Sunday, I had the privilege of being a substitute in a third grade faith formation class. All the children were able to recite the Our Father and Hail Mary, most
impressive! I then asked the children to raise their hand if they had already attended
Mass that morning. Two out of seventeen children raised their hands. Then as the
saying goes “out of the mouth of babes” the other children said “We don’t go to Mass.” So sad, these
very children celebrated the Sacrament of First Eucharist last May, but they don’t attend Mass. How can
we as catechists help the children grow in their faith if they are not attending Mass? What is the point in
teaching the Ten Commandments, or exchanging experiences and thoughts
related to the Gospel? What is the point in teaching about the graces we receive after going to Communion or practicing songs that we sing during
Mass? My prayer after class was: “Dear Lord, please guide these children
and their families to the doors of your church so that they can listen to your
words and receive the many graces around us. May we as parents be reminded of the promises we made at our child’s Baptism and remember to
“Keep Holy the Sabbath” with our children by our sides.”
An excerpt from the Baptismal Rite:
You have asked to have your child baptized. In doing so you are accepting the responsibility of training
him (her) in the practice of the faith. It will be your duty to bring him (her) up to keep God's commandments as Christ taught us, by loving God and our neighbor. Dearly beloved, this child has been reborn in
baptism. He (she) is now called the child of God, for so indeed he (she) is. In confirmation he (she) will
receive the fullness of God's Spirit. In Holy Communion he (she) will share the banquet of
Christ's sacrifice, calling God his (her) Father in the midst of the Church. In the name of this child, in the
Spirit of our common sonship, let us pray together in the words our Lord has given us: Do you clearly
understand what you are undertaking?
What has happened that allows adult Catholics to dismiss the sacred obligations they make in both
Marriage and Baptism? Why are so many adults set on their children receiving sacraments but not
practicing their faith and dismissing so many basic precepts held by the Catholic Church of millennia?

Fr. Clifford Smith, Chaplain
A Huge Thank You
Thank you to all who contribute on a monthly
basis, or on a “as needed” basis for making
this newsletter possible for all the members of
the Serra Club of North Central Dallas. The
articles, photos and article suggestions are all
appreciated and encouraged. If you have
something you would like added to the newsletter or see in the future, please inform Marie
Baert at marie.baert@verizon.net.
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The Seminarian Welcome Dinner on October 4 was
well attended at the Irving Convention Center. Families
gathered with their sons the next day at Holy Trinity
Seminary for Mass and BBQ. The pictures are courtesy
of Mary LaFave and Holy Trinity Facebook page.

Dallas Seminarian Monthly Prayer Intentions
1– Freddy Almanzer;Wade Bass; Michael Benjamin
2-Paul Bechter;Aristeo Berrum;Carlos Betancur
3-Matthew Blaggi;Garrett Bockman;Martin Castaneda
4-Joseph Chappell;Jesus Chavez;Jeff Coens
5-Javier Diaz;James Dorman;Roshan Fernades
6-Alex Fry;Mark Garrett
7-Luiz Guilherme;Emmitt Hall
8-Juan Jose Hernadez;Elmer Herrera-Guzinan
9-Ryan Hiaeshutter;Stephen Ingram
10-Rev. Mr. Paul Iverson;Tymoteusz Ksiazkiewicz
11-John Le;Michael Longoria
12-Michal Marklewicz;Samuel Martinez
13-Herbert S. Martinez;Alexander Mishork
14-Lucas Moreira; Rev. Mr. Russ Mower
15-Adam Musielak;Ignacio Olvera
16-Branimir Pavelin;David Piquer
17-Ricardo Regalado;Samuel Rendon
18-Daniel Rendon;Ricardo Reyes
19-Miquel Rodriguez;Tony Rodriguez
20-Juan E. Rojas;Pierce Rozyczko
21-Miquel Sotelo;Giuseppe Spoto
22-William Suarez;Matthew Tadyshak
23-Juan Torres; Joese Lalovillanueva
24-Felipe Vives;Ryan Waedekin
25-All Family Members of Dallas Seminarians
26-Office of Vocations Personnel
27-All Priests of the Diocese of Dallas
28-Bishop Kevin Farrell and Bishop Doug Deshotel

31 Club

PRAY INTENTIONS
Linda O’Malley
And for the repose of
the soul of
Ellen Rossini

NOVEMBER
BIRTHDAYS
Jerry Hurster
1
Vicki Dean
10
Tom Demarest
23

The 31 Club is a commitment by
Serrans to attend Mass and pray for vocations on a
specific day each month. If you wish to participate in
this important ministry please e-mail Hank Himmelberg
at hankhimmelberg@verizon.net
1st
1st
1st
2nd
2nd
2nd
2nd
3rd
4th
4th
5th
6th
7th
8th
9th
9th
10th
11th
12th
13th
14th
15th
15th
16th
17th

Jerry Hurster
Joan Heiting
Ed Johnson
Dick Park
Katie Park
Mike Maxwell
Dolores Maxwell
Bill Crowley
Ida Keptner
Mike Holmes
Bob Baillargeon
John Fitzpatrick
Bill Condon
Lou Neeb
Peter LaFave
Mary LaFave
Vicki Dean
Jim Duffy
Mark Venincasa
John Tromba
Don Simoneaux
Warren Schneider
Hank Himmelberg
John Fitzpatrick

18th
18th
19th
20th
21st
21st
22nd
23rd
24th
24th
25th
26th
27th
27th
27th
28th
28th
29th
30th
31st

Rob Larriviere
Ann Larriviere
Tony Schmidt
Doug Biglen
Veronica Biglen

Ralph Armstrong
Kay Hogan
Kathi Thompson
Warren Schneider
Chris Taylor
Leo Heiting
Bill Larsen
Bonnie Larsen
Katy Warren
Ron Kepner
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Holy Trinity Seminarians visit St. Mark the Evangelist Catholic School!
On Friday October 17th, all the students of St. Mark Catholic School in Plano received an incredible blessing and surprise when Holy Trinity Seminarians Cristian Bustos-Garduño and AJ Motte (sophomores from the Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston), and Matthew Tadyshak (sophomore from the Diocese of Dallas) came and spent an entire morning with them.
I teach Foreign Languages in Middle School at St. Mark, and my 200 students and I have been praying daily for our Seminarians for several weeks just as the Seminarians have been praying for us too. Every week, I have been introducing new Seminarians to my students
via pictures and PowerPoints so my students could pray for them by name. Some students even wrote cards, messages of support and
birthday wishes that I passed along to the Seminarians at HTS.
As the Seminarians prepared for a free weekend with many going home or out of town, I invited Cristian Bustos to come and attend our
weekly Friday School Mass with us and he did so much more than that! Cristian brought along his brother Seminarians AJ and Matthew
to St. Mark and these three amazing young men served our School Mass led by our Pastor Father Cliff. Our entire school community
witnessed an incredibly moving and beautiful school Mass, and welcomed our three Seminarians with open arms.
After Mass, I took Cristian, AJ, and Matthew to every single Middle School class to introduce them to each student and do some Q&As.
Our Seminarians were so humble, well-spoken and engaging that my students were both in awe of them and ecstatic to talk to them,
resulting in fantastic exchanges and discussions in all of my nine Middle School classes (6th, 7th, and 8th grade). Cristian, AJ, and Matthew spent the entire morning answering questions and serving our St. Mark youth with generosity, selflessness and joy. They also met
with the 5th graders and received a special visit from Monsignor Metzger. What an incredible day!
My students cannot stop talking about the three inspiring Seminarians from Holy Trinity who used their free time to visit them and forever touch their hearts. I feel so blessed to be able to promote vocation awareness in my school with the help of our wonderful Seminarians. May God bless each and everyone of them.
Article and pictures by Agnes Denvir

