
 

 

Serra Mensajero 

 
 
Tuesday, November 1 
All Saints Day 
 
Wednesday, November 2 
All Souls Day 
 
Friday, November 4 
1st Friday Mass, Breakfast  
6:30 a.m. 
St. Mark’s Catholic Church 
 
Sunday, November 6 
Holy Trinity Mass with  
Seminarians 
9:15 a.m.  
Holy Trinity Seminary 
 
Tuesday, November 8 
Election Day 
 
Friday,  November 11 
Veteran’s Day 
 
Monday, November 21 
Monthly Dinner Meeting 
6:30 Dinner 
Canyon Creek Country Club 
 
Friday, December 2 
1st Friday Mass, Breakfast  
6:30 a.m. 
St. Mark’s Catholic Church 
 
Sunday, December 4 
Serra Club Christmas Party 
 
 

Serra Mensajero  is the North 
Central Dallas monthly newsletter 
which reports activities, provides 
news to members and supports 
Club goals.  
 
Editor: Marie Baert  

Visit  these  
Serra web sites... 

North Central Dallas 
Serra Club 

www.ncdserraclub.com 
 

Serra USA Council 
www.serraus.org 

 

Mark 
Your 

calendars 
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La Mars, Iowa is known for Blue 
Bunny ice cream, the birth place 
of some minor political people, 
the drummer from Doobie Broth-
ers and Bishop Greg Kelly, ac-
cording to him and Wikipedia. 
 
Bishop Kelly was actually from 
Alton, Iowa but La Mars was the 
town with the closest hospital 
when he was born. The family 
moved to Colorado Springs where 
he grew up and lived until he en-
tered Holy Trinity Seminary. He 
really didn’t want to move to 
Texas but the appeal was the sem-
inary. It seemed to Bishop Kelly, 
Holy Trinity Seminary offered the 
kind of atmosphere he was look-
ing for – the feel of Pre-Vatican II 
with dress codes, schedules, etc. 
Most other seminaries he was 
looking at were more like the 
college life he was leading in 
Colorado – dorm style rooms, 
relaxed dress and atmosphere. 
 
2016 has taken it’s toll on the 
priests in the Diocese of Dallas. 
Five priests, along with 2 Jesuit 
priests have died this year.  One 
of those priests who died had not 
yet retired. This is quite a bit for 
any diocese, but was felt extreme-
ly hard in a diocese who has gone 
several years without priests dy-
ing. 
 
Bishop Kelly’s life recently can 
be summed up in a series of dates. 
Dec 7, 2015 he was attending a 
conference in southern Indiana, 
where the guest speaker was soon 
to be Cardinal Bishop Joseph 
Tobin, Bishop of the Arch Dio-
cese of Indianapolis. The next 
morning he had a message from 
Juanita Ramirez, his administra-
tive assistant in the diocese, to 
call a nun. Bishop Kelly, then 
Mgs. Kelly didn’t have the time 
to call her back and asked Juanita 
to call and find out what she 
wanted. He came back later and 
the email said to call a different 
nun back, and mentioned that he 
knew her, which ended up not 
being true. The message was to 
her call and you will understand. 

He went ahead, called the first 
nun back, and since she was una-
vailable he called the second nun 
that had left the message. He was 
put through to an apostolate An-
nuncio and he came on and said 
the Holy Father has asked you to 
serve as an Auxiliary Bishop of 
Dallas. Bishop Kelly said he was 
glad it was Dallas since he didn’t 
want to move. A three minute 
phone call changed the whole 
direction of his life (and choice of 
head gear!). Received a call from 
Bishop Farrell asking him to keep 
quiet about it until it was official-
ly announce. He was more than 
happy to keep quiet until Decem-
ber 16 when it was announced. 
 
At the convention during prayer 
and quite time he sat and listened 
to the annunciation story. 
Thought about his calling to this 
position. Wasn’t going to think 
about anything anymore and 
know this was the direction it was 
going.   
 
On February 11, 2016 he was 
ordained in cathedral in Dallas.  
When he was ordained as a Dea-
con it was at Holy Trinity Semi-
nary. As a priest, he was ordained 
in Colorado Springs because the 
Bishop at the time would travel 
anywhere the young men wanted 
to be ordained. This date was the 
Lady of Lourdes feast day and the 
birthday of his oldest sister that 
died in infancy. Probably with 
current technology, 4 of the 5 
babies his parents had would 
probably be alive now. His mom 
spent many hours praying long 
novenas, praying for health ba-
bies. His sister would have been 
68 years old. He has come a long 
way on the journey when he 
thinks of it. This date is also the 
anniversary of Bishop Farrell 
when he was ordained auxiliary 
bishop of Washington D.C.  Dio-
cese.  
 
On September 26, 2016 Bishop 
Kelly received a fax that said he 
was appointed apostolate admin-
ister of the diocese. There are two 

different kinds of administrators.  
A Diocesan administrator is elect-
ed by the priests and confirmed 
by the Holy Father. The other 
comes from the Holy Father. 
Bishop Kelly looked up what this 
role can do and the limitations of 
the position. There are no innova-
tions. Whatever is under way 
should continue to go on and 
nothing new is to be started. Like 
a holding pattern. 
 
Right after the paragraph explain-
ing this is Paragraph 245 covers 
the death of a bishop. Makes you 
stop and think.  
 
As for an update of right now in 
the diocese, there are five priests 
in active ministry over the age of 
70 and one over the age of 80. 
Two of the priests are in their late 
70’s. There will be thirteen priests 
turning 70 in the next few years. 
Not all have indicated if they will 
be retiring but some will be. 70 is 
the age of retirement. There will 
hopefully be three ordinations this 
spring. In 2018, as many as six 
ordinations and three returning to 
the diocese from serving outside 
of the diocese. In 2019 there are 
four young men that could be 
ordained. There are 10 names for 
the year 2020. Wow!  
 
Right now there are 14 priests 
who are retired that help out, the 
oldest being 92 years old. Seven 
priests are fully retired in the dio-
cese. Right now there are 66 sem-
inarians. 



 

 

President 
Bill Crowley 

 

V.P. Programs 
Kathi Thompson 

 

V.P. Vocations 
Mike Holmes 

 

V.P. Membership 
Kathi Thompson 

 

V.P. Communications 
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Treasurer 
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Secretary 
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What Serra means to me. 
 
When we ask new people to consider joining Serra, we must remember that we are ask-
ing people to join an organization that is global (Serra International) in which they are 
expected to contribute. New members want to join something that is bigger than them-
selves. There must be expectations given to new members. 
 
Club leadership will provide work that relates to our mission: 
 

To foster and promote vocations to the ministerial priesthood in the Catholic Church as a particular vo-
cation to service, and to support priests in their sacred ministry; 

To encourage and affirm vocations to consecrated religious life in the Catholic Church; and 
To assist its members to recognize and respond in their own lives to God’s call to holiness in Jesus 

Christ and through the Holy Spirit.   
 
We do not want to be perceived as becoming a “knife and fork” social club. We have much more to offer 
our membership by becoming more involved. “No” should not be an answer in Serra. 
 

Key to Success in Serra: ACTION 

The Serra Club of North Central Dallas has been blessed by prior members who 
have stepped up and accepted Officers and Trustee positions on the Board. In-
cluded are our Activity Groups & Parish Coordinators, positions on the Vocation-
al Awareness Committee, Annual Religious Women’s Appreciation Dinner, Mass 
with the Seminarians at Holy Trinity Seminary, and Serra sponsored vocation 
activities of the club.  
 
One could hardly hope to meet a finer group than when you join Serra. Each per-
son contributes. We are blessed by our relationships which are born and nur-
tured in Serra. Serra’s mission is organized to do very important work in our 
Church, namely, fostering religious vocations and growing Catholic leaders for 
today’s world.  
 
Please pray for vocations daily. Then let’s roll up our sleeves and get to work. 
The harvest awaits our labor. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
B��� Cr�����, President  
 
 

The President’s Focus... 

Q: Why was Noah the best businessman in the 
Bible? A: He floated his stock while everybody 
else was being liquidated.  
 
source: http://www.jokes4us.com/
religiousjokes/catholicjokes.html 
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31 Club  The 31 Club is a commitment by Ser-
rans to attend Mass and  pray for vocations on a spe-
cific day each month. If you wish to participate in this 
important ministry please e-mail Hank Himmelberg at  
hankhimmelberg@verizon.net 
 

1st   
1st   
1st    
2nd 
2nd 
2nd 
2nd 
3rd 
4th 
4th 
5th 
6th 
7th 
8th 
9th 
9th 
10th 
11th 
12th 
13th 
14th 
15th 
15th 
16th 
17th 

   

18th 
18th 
19th 
20th 
21st 
21st 
22nd 
23rd 
24th 
24th 
25th 
26th 
27th 
27th 
27th 
28th 
28th 
29th 
30th 
31st 

Jerry Hurster   
Joan Heiting 
Ed Johnson 
Dick Park 
Katie Park 
Mike Maxwell 
Dolores Maxwell 
Bill Crowley 
Ida Keptner 
Mike Holmes 
Bob Baillargeon 
John Fitzpatrick 
Bill Condon 
Lou Neeb 
Peter LaFave 
Mary LaFave 
Vicki Dean 
Jim Duffy 
Mark Venincasa 
Bruce Baumann 
John Tromba 
Don Simoneaux 
Warren Schneider 
Hank Himmelberg 
John Fitzpatrick                    

Rob Larriviere 
Ann Larriviere 
 
Tony Schmidt 
Doug Biglen  
Veronica Biglen 
 
 
Ralph Armstrong 
Kay Hogan 
Kathi Thompson 
 
Warren Schneider 
Chris Taylor 
Leo Heiting 
Bill Larsen 
Bonnie Larsen 
 
Katy Warren 
Ron Kepner 

 
PRAY FOR THE HEAL-
ING POWER OF GOD 

FOR: 
 

Mary LaFave 
Bernadette Johnson 

Leo Heiting 
Jerry Hurster 

 
 
 

 
NOVEMBER  BIRTHDAYS 

 

Jerry Hurster  11/1 
Lee Ann Williams 11/4 
Vicki Dean  11/10 
Tom Demarest  11/23 
 

Holy Trinity 
North Central Dallas Dates 

 
November 6th 

 
January 29th 

 
April 2nd 

 
Remember to bring those  

donuts! 
 

Very Important!!  The Serra 
Interna�onal Website has 
been completely re-
vamped.  Please go 
to:  serrainterna�onal.org/
content/training-videos/log 
in:   portal.serrainterna�onal.o

The 2017 Serra USA Rally  
The rally is planned for February (15-19)  in Phoenix, AZ.  We want to see as many Ser-
rans as possible in a�endance.  You DON’T have to be club officer to a�end.  The pro-
grams are designed to teach all of us how to be be�er Serrans!!! 

Address 

Holy Trinity Seminary 
3131 Vince Hagan Drive 
Irving, TX 75062 

  

Vince Hagan Drive is located on 
the southbound frontage road of 
Hwy. 114 between Rochelle 
Drive and Tom Braniff Dr.   

Did You Know? 
(Taken from Holy Trinity Face Book page) 
 

Once a semester the whole seminary 
visits a parish to join them for Sunday 
Mass. Recently, the seminarians and 
priests went to Santa Clara parish. 
The parishioners welcomed them with 
some delicious chocolate caliente, pan 
dulce, and gorditas & tacos.  
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DINNER MEETING—OCTOBER 


