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Pines Catholic Camp Boosts 
God’s Work With Outdoor Fun 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
NEXT 2 MONTHS 

November 7–13, 2021 
 National Vocation Awareness Week 

Tuesday, November 9, 7:00 pm 
 Monthly Board Meeting (All members welcome) 

 St. Mark Library, Smyth Center, 1st Floor 

Monday, November 15, 6:00 pm  (Dinner at 6:30) 
 Monthly Dinner Meeting, Transitional Deacon Lucas DeSales  

 Aboca’s Italian Grill, Richardson 

Sunday, December 5, 2021, 3:00 pm 
 Club Christmas Party 

 St. Mark 

Tuesday, December 14, 7:00 pm 
 Monthly Board Meeting (All members welcome) 

 St. Mark Library, Smyth Center, 1st Floor 

Monday, December 20 
 No Dinner Meeting in December 

 Christmas 

FUTURE EVENTS 
January 13–16, 2022 
 Serra USA Annual Rally 

 Irving, Texas, Westin Irving Convention Center 

February 5–6, 2022 
 World Day of Prayer for Consecrated Life  

Saturday, December  25 

Thursday, December 23 
 Redemptoris Mater Seminary Christmas Concert 

 St. Mark Catholic Church 

VISIT THESE SERRA WEBSITES 

Serra Club of N. Central Dallas: ncdserraclub.com 
Serra USA Council: serraus.org 

Serra International: serrainternational.org 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 
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 Spiritual Reflection 

 National Vocation Awareness Week Insert 

 Birthdays, Anniversaries, 31 Club 

North Central Dallas Serra members and guests at 
the October dinner meeting got an update on the 
work being done at the Pines Catholic Camp in Big 
Sandy, Texas, a two-hour drive east from Dallas on 
US Highway 80 between Tyler and Longview. Rick 
Villarreal, executive director of The Pines, spoke about 
the history of the camp, how it has evolved, and the 
journey that led him to his current position. 

The Pines Catholic Camp was established in 1988 
by Bonni Castellaw Brophy, then a parishioner at St. 
Elizabeth Ann Seton in Plano. She spoke about the 
camp at one of our club’s dinner meetings a couple of 
years after it opened. It started out as a summer camp 
for children from parishes in four dioceses in Texas, 
but it now operates a variety of programs year-round 
for thousands of young people and families from 
more than 20 Catholic dioceses in Texas, Oklahoma, 
Louisiana, and Arkansas. Youngsters of other faiths 
and denominations may participate, but the camp is 
distinctly Catholic in its mission and programming. 

Rick especially thanked the Serrans in Dallas for 
helping the camp get started. He said Dallas Bishop 
Thomas Tschoepe was initially reluctant to approve 
funding to purchase the property and make modifica-
tions until a group of Serrans pledged to cover neces-
sary expenses if they exceeded revenues. 

Rick now lives in Denton and is a parishioner at 
St. Mark Catholic Church (Denton), but he grew up 
in Mississippi, where his mother had a job in a Catho-
lic school cafeteria to make sure her children could 
receive a Catholic education. After graduating from 

(Continued on page 2) 

President’s 
Focus 

The seminarians at 
Redemptoris Mater 
Seminary in Oak Cliff 
have an annual Christ-
mas concert at a parish 
in the Dallas area as a 
fundraiser, and this year 
it will be at St. Mark in 
Plano on December 23. 
Our club has been asked 
to assist with activities 
associated with the con-
cert and the reception 
following. We will be 
hearing more about this 
during November. 

Another upcoming 
event we will be hearing 
more about in coming 
weeks is the annual Ser-
ra Rally in January. This 
is an annual conference 
for U.S. Serrans and is 
an ideal way to kick off 
Serra activities at the 
beginning of the new 
year. The event will be at 
the Westin Hotel next to 
the Irving Convention 
Center the second full 

(Continued on page 2) 



Page 2 November, 2021 Serra Mensajero 

Pray for the Healing  
Power of God for 
Kay Hogan 
Debbie Hutchison 
Mary LaFave 
Jean & Lou Neeb 

Birthdays 
Will Alt 11/7 

Vicki Dean 11/10 

Tom Demarest 11/23 

Meg Haerr 12/3 

St. John High School in Gulf-
port, he attended the University 
of Southern Mississippi and 
earned a degree in Sports Ad-
ministration with a minor in 
accounting. While there, he 
married his high school sweet-
heart, and they have three chil-
dren and seven grandchildren. 

After time spent as owner of  
eight successful Domino’s Pizza 
franchises, Rick began a colle-

giate football coaching career 
that led him to USM, LSU, and 
TCU. At these stops, summer 
camps and the formation and 
development of the Fellowship 
of Christian Athletes became a 
part of his preferred duties. In 
1997, Rick returned to USM, 
where he served as an Associate 
Athletic Director until being 
named Director of Athletics at 
The University of North Texas 
in 2001. 

Rick was at a meeting where 
a speaker was encouraging at-
tendees to make a donation to 
support The Pines Catholic 
Camp, and he felt moved to re-
spond. As was his nature, he 
followed up the donation by 
learning more about how his 
and other donations were being 
used. As he learned more, he 
couldn’t help getting involved, 
volunteering at first for small 
jobs and eventually taking the 
position of vice president on the 
board of directors. 

Rick retired in 2016 after 
more than 15 years as AD at 
UNT, but he eagerly came out of 
retirement to take the position 
of executive director for The 
Pines when the position became 
available. He is proud to note 
that 22 young men who went 
through programs at the camp 
have become priests, five more 
are currently in a seminary, and 
30 have become youth ministers.  

(Continued from page 1) 
Adapted from a 2015 reflection by  former Chaplain Fr. Cliff Smith 

Advent is a Season of Patient Waiting…celebrating both the first 
coming of Christ and also preparation for His Second Coming. It is 
the beginning of the Church Year, starting four Sundays before De-
cember 25. It is a time to remember the birth of the Christ Child and 
the future Second Coming of Christ as Judge of the World. 

It begins with the admonition to “stay awake.” Christ is going to 
come back. We don’t know when, but it’s an obvious precaution to 
be prepared at any time. Common sense tells us that it doesn’t mean 
quitting our jobs or having sleepless nights. We prepare by putting 
our life in order so we can sleep soundly. “Staying awake” means 
being aware that we are waiting for Jesus to come back. 

The word Advent comes from the Latin word for “coming.” The 
Lord has come and has promised to come again. We remember that 
every year at this time we celebrate his first coming; sometimes we 
can lose the feeling of expectation and joyful anticipation, because at 
the end of the season, everything seems to return to normal again. 

In Advent we reflect on the past record of God’s promises and 
begin to understand what it means to us now in our own time and in 
the future. 

Advent gives us a twofold vision; we look back to the first com-
ing of Christ at Bethlehem, and we look to the future when Christ 
will come again. In the time between these two events we find mean-
ing for our lives as Christians. 

Advent is a Time of Waiting and Vision 

31 Club 

1s t  Larry Montz 8th Sylvia Windham 14th June Cooper 19th Barbara Johnson 26th Dawn Epping 

2nd Barbara Johnson 9th Peter LaFave 15th Don Simoneaux 20th Tony Schmidt 27th Chris Taylor 
3rd Bill Crowley   Mary LaFave 16th Darwin Hutchison 21s t  Will Alt 28th Bill Larsen 
4th Meg Haerr 10th Vicki Dean 17th Rob Larriviere 22nd Kathi Thompson   Dan O’Connell 
5th Bob Baillargeon 11th Jim Duffy   Ann Larriviere 23rd Kathi Thompson 29th Kay Hogan 
6th John Fitzpatrick 12th Dennis Epping   John Fitzpatrick 24th Ralph Armstrong 30th   
7th Bill Condon 13th   18th Tom Demarest 25th Mary McGraw 31s t   

The 31 Club is a commitment by Serrans to attend Mass or say the rosary to pray for vocations on a specific day each month. 
Contact Don Simoneaux (d.simoneaux@computer.org) to participate. 

Serra Mensajero is the monthly 
newsletter of the Serra Club of 
North Central Dallas. It reports 
activities, provides news to mem-
bers, and supports Club goals.  

Editor: Don Simoneaux 
d.simoneaux@computer.org 

President 
 Will Alt 
President-Elect 
 Volunteer Needed 
VP Programs  
 Kathi Thompson 
VP Vocations  
 Mike Holmes 
VP Membership 
 Volunteer Needed 
VP Communications 
 Don Simoneaux 
Treasurer 
 Dennis Epping 
Secretary 
 Meg Haerr 
Trustees 
 Peter Lobo 
 Jim Duffy 
Past President  
 Darwin Hutchison 
Chaplain  
 Fr. Michael Guadagnoli 

Anniversaries 
Jack & Ofelia Tromba 11/10 

Bill & Kathy Crowley 12/4 

Peter & Connie Lobo 12/15 

Tom & Belle Marie Demarest 12/19 

October Meeting Report 

weekend after New Year’s Day. 
This will be a great opportunity 
for all of us to learn more about 
what is happening with Serra in 
our area and around the coun-
try and help us plan our local 
activities for the year. There will 
be both national and local 
speakers, some great liturgy and 
great meals, and the opportuni-
ty to make new Serra friends. 

The Diocese of Dallas is 

(Continued from page 1) 

President’s Focus purchasing a building on 
Campbell Road in Richardson 
and will make modifications 
needed to turn it into a campus 
ministry center for Catholic 
students at the University of 
Texas at Dallas. There are a lot 
of Catholics among the nearly 
30,000 students at UTD, and it 
is right in our backyard. We will 
be able to help those students 
who may be hearing the call to a 
Church vocation as they try to 
understand how to respond.  
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WORLDWIDE CHANGE 

VATICAN TO REQUIRE NEW 
'PRE-SEMINARY' PERIOD 

A 
seismic change is coming that will affect every diocese in the world. 

Men who feel called to the priesthood-even those who have been 

fully vetted by their bishops-will not be starting seminary right away. 

Rather, the Vatican will soon require a "propaedeutic phase" that lasts 

one to two years before seminary. 

Why the change? According to Bishop Thomas Daly of Spokane, who 

served for years on the U.S. Bishops' committee for vocations, it's because 

the cultural climate has shifted: "Many men aren't coming from intact 

families or Catholic environments as they did in the past;' said 

Bishop Daly. ''As a result, these well-intentioned men are often 

lacking in basic Christian values and knowledge. Before they 

start studying for the priesthood, we need to fill in the gaps:' 

The new propaedeutic phase, which is envisioned as 

Bishop White Seminary 

separate and distinct from seminary proper, will focus 

on forming mature Christian men who have a firm 

grasp on prayer, scripture, and Church teaching. 

While some observers have worried about 

further lengthening the 6-9 years of formation, 

others view it as necessary. "Simply put: my guys 

need it:' said one vocation director. "I want to 

ensure they have solid foundation before jumping 

into the intensity of seminary life:' 

+-,,'- VOANN, v V<KM "ms • www.vianneyvornhons.com 
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PRAYER LEADING 

TO ACTION 
Mother Teresa famously said, "I

used to pray that God would 
feed the hungry, but now I pray that 
he will guide me to do whatever I'm 
supposed to do... Prayer changes us
and we change things:' The same 
applies to praying for vocations. 
Many of us are also called to work for 
vocations: to talk to kids, reach out to 
youth, and guide our own children. 
What work is on your heart to do? 

LET THE CHILDREN COME TO ME A 
HOW YOUNG IS TOO YOUNG? mil 

How young is too young to think about priesthood or religious life? It 
depends on the person, of course, but most teenagers are constantly 

thinking about what they're going to do with their lives: "Who am I going to 
marry?" "What college will I attend?" "What kind of career will I have?" 

The numbers prove the point: by age 17, sixty-one percent of diocesan priests 
and forty-nine percent of religious sisters first considered their vocations. 
There are historical precedents, too. St. Therese entered Carmel when she was 
15. Mother Teresa entered religious life at age 18. St. Maximilian Kolbe took

Left: Boys imagine what it 
would be like to baptize a 
baby. Teaching the class is 
a sister from the Nashville 
Dominicans, one of the 
fastest-growing religious 
communities in the US. 
Their average age of entry 
to the convent is 23. 

final vows when he was just 20, which means he 
was just 16 when he entered. 

But is "choosing young" a relic of a different 
era? Perhaps not. Consider that today, even 
middle schoolers are expected to be thinking 
about their college major, so they can take 
the right high school classes and thus enter a 
good university. Given this reality, encouraging 
young Catholics to think about the path to 
priesthood or religious life makes a lot of sense. 

THE NEXT GENERATION BY FR.GARRETT MCINTRYE

(( A fter graduating high school in 2003, 
r\..r entered college seminary to discern 

a call to the priesthood. When I left, my 
pastor held a reception and presented me 
with this San Damiano crucifix. He said he 
had it hanging in his office and promised to 
give it to the first man to enter the seminary 
from a parish where he was pastor. He was 
celebrating his tenth anniversary as a priest 
that year. He told me that if I became a 
priest, I had to do the same. 

'Tm happy to say that this year, during 
my own tenth year of priestly service, I was Fr. McIntyre (right) presents a

able to give the cross to Nico Broussard, who cross to a new seminarian from
was born the year I received it, and who will his parish.
be entering seminary this fall. I pray that it 
will be a source of inspiration for him as it was for me. And ultimately I pray 
that he will be able to give it away to some future seminarian at his own parish:' 

2021: THE BRIGHT SIDE 

Despite pandemic disruptions, several religious 
communities experienced very large classes of 

new novices, such as the Dominican Province of 
Saint Joseph, which welcomed 14 young men into 

formation in Washington, D.C. 




