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President’s Focus

serrans...
mark your
calendars:
Friday, October 2
First Friday Mass and
Breakfast, 6:30 a.m.’
Church of St. Mark
Tuesday, October 6
Annual Seminarian
Welcome Dinner, 5.p.m.
Fairmont Hotel. Keynote
speaker, Most Rev.
Oscar Cantu, Auxiliary
Bishop of San Antonio
Friday, October 16
Serra Club Board Meeting
7 a.m., St. Mark’s
Pastoral Center
Monday, October 19
Monthly Serra Club Dinner
Meeting 6:30 p.m,.,
Canyon Creek Country
Club, guest speaker,
David Sedeno, Editor,
The Texas Catholic
Sunday, October 25
Priesthood Sunday
Opportunity to honor
our priests
Sunday, November 1
Seminary Sunday, 9:15
Holy Trinity Seminary,
Assigned Sunday for
NCD Serra Club
Check out these websites:
North Central Dallas
Serra Club...
www.ncdserraclub.com
Serra USA Council...
www.serraus.org

Our History Established by Sacrifices
As many of you know Kathy and I took a trip to Aberdeen, Maryland to watch our
grandson play ball in the Cal Ripkin Little League World Series. It was a wonderful trip
although his team lost three of the four games they played. The experience they had
will last a lifetime. They were able to visit Washington, D.C. and see what has made
our country great.
Hank Himmelberg
The thing that impressed me the most about all the historical sites we visited was the sacrifices that
were made by so many people. In Baltimore we visited Fort Mc Henry where a garrison of
volunteers withstood the attack of the British and was the inspiration for our National Anthem. We
also visited a home occupied by St. Elizabeth Ann Seton for a year after she was driven out of New
York. The people of New York were afraid that she would teach their children to be Catholic. She
moved to Baltimore with her five children and lived in this remote home in the woods and taught
school. She then moved to Emmitsburg where she established schools and the Daughters of Charity.
In Washington while we were touring the Capitol we were in the Statuary Hall and standing there was
the State of California Statue, Franciscan Friar Blessed Junipero Serra. Think of all the sacrifices he
made to leave his home country and come to a new country where he knew neither the language,
customs or the land. Yet he did everything that God asked him to do. It always amazes me how
ordinary people can do such great things. But as we all have heard nothing is impossible with God.
That is why it is so important that we keep praying for vocations. There really is nothing we can do
by ourselves but with God on our side who knows what can be accomplished.
Remember to keep saying those Rosaries and if it is a sacrifice think about what others have done.

Hank Himmelberg

We Honor Our Priests on October 25

This Year Priesthood Sunday is Extra Special
Priesthood Sunday in the Year for Priests --- this makes honoring our priests on October 25 extra
special. Each year Priesthood Sunday is a special day set aside to honor priesthood. This nationwide
event is sponsored by the USA Council of Serra International. On this day the lay faithful of all
parishes develop their own special way of marking the day and honoring their parish both at Mass and
other parish events. This year being the Year for Priests gives Priesthood Sunday extra focus.
Pope Benedict XVI on June 19 inaugurated a Year for Priests in celebration of the 150th anniversary
of St. John Vianney, the patron saint of parish priests worldwide. The saintly Cure` of Ars would often
say, “The priesthood is the love of the heart of Jesus.” Explaining to his parishioners the importance
of the sacraments, he would say, “Without the sacrament of Holy Orders we would not have the Lord.
Who put Him there in the tabernacle? The priest. Who welcomed your soul at the beginning of your
life? The priest. Who feeds your soul and gives it strength for its journey? The priest. And if this soul
should happen to die (as a result of sin) , who will raise it up, who will restore its calm and peace?
Again, the priest ... After God the priest is everything! .. Only in heaven will he fully realize what he
is.” These words, welling up from the priestly heart of the holy pastor, might sound excessive, the
Pope said. Yet they reveal the high esteem in which he held the sacrament of the priesthood.

Honor
Our
Priests
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Serra International Convention

Serra, the Church’s Global Lay Apostolate for Vocations
By Bill Crowley, Serra, District 46E Governor
I have often been told by Serrans, who over the years have attended many Regional and International Conventions that the
experience is overwhelming. Attending the International Convention and being in a room with fellow Serrans from all over
the world and realizing that we are all on the same path and that Serra International is “The Global Lay Apostolate for
Vocations in the Catholic Church” is a heart warming experience.
I came away from the 67th Serra International Convention in Omaha, Nebraska, with the same feelings of being on a retreat.
Bill Crowley
Each day started with Mass by the principal celebrant and concelebrants were four archbishops, eight bishops and about 30
priests, deacons and religious. Your day is what you make of it. Many of us never left the Junior Ballroom where Mass was scheduled and all of
the main presentations by the archbishops and keynote speaker Archbishop Timothy M. Dolan of New York, who spoke to us on Sunday
morning. I have listed below the presenters and will give you the highlights of our keynote speaker.
Keynote speaker the Most Rev.Timothy Dolan, Archbishop of New York, is a native of Missouri and the author of the widely acclaimed book,
Priests for the Third Millennium. Most Rev. Archbishop Elden Francis Curtiss, the host of this year’s convention, former archbishop of Omaha.
He is widely recognized as an ardent supporter of Serra’s lay apostolate for vocations. This year he
celebrated three notable anniversaries: 50 years as a priest, 32 as a bishop and 15 as an archbishop.
Archbishop Curtiss spoke on the topic of there is only one Serra, Serra International.
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Most Rev. Archbishop Emilio C. Berlie, former Bishop of Tijuana, Baja California where he founded a
seminary and helped a good friend, Mother Teresa of Calcutta, establish her Daughters of Charity in the
diocese. He is now the fourth Archbishop of Yucatan. He is a strong advocate of the role of the laity in the
promotion of priestly vocations. He spoke on the two types of the Seminary in Mexico.
Deacon James Keating, Ph.D., is the Director of Theological Formation in the Institute for Priestly Formation
at Creighton University. He was appointed by the Papal Nuncio to be Associate Professor of Moral and
Spiritual Theology at the Pontifical College Josephinum, Columbus, Ohio. He is the author of many books
including Pure Heart, Clear Conscience, Catholic Moral Life, Crossing the Desert, Moral Conversion, and
Listening for Truth a Life of Prayer and Virtue.
Archbishop Dolan spoke about the role Christ’s Lay Faithful, Serra, and vocations to the
Church. This topic was broken down to his four points: One. Take care of life long
giving faithful marriages and your family ... we have a crisis in the priesthood today
because we have a crisis in life long giving faithful marriages ... if we take care of this we
will not have to worry about priests! Vocations come from life long giving faithful
marriages. Two. The recreation of the revival of a culture of vocations .. a tone, an
ambiance in the Church where a young man today is not afraid to say I want to be a
priest. Years back if a young man said to his mom that he wanted to be a priest , she
would smile and say great; if he said it to his uncle, the answer would be the same. We
must be supportive of the culture of vocations.

Archbishop Dolan

Three. Not being afraid to ask our priest to help us be holy. Archbishop Nolan said that if a priest stayed
close to his people he would never have a soul called identity crisis. God’s people always know who and what
a priest is. The faithful should tell the priest to help them be holy. To the faithful a priest is essential for us to
be holy because the priest gives us the sacraments and without the sacraments we cannot be holy. The
sacraments are the rungs on the ladder to our reunion with God, which of course is the definition of holiness.
When we remind the priest that we want to be holy, this reminds the priest to be holy through the sacraments.
That helps the priest take care of vocations in two ways ... First, it encourages the priest to be holy when we
see the priest to help us be holy, they realize in order to help us they must be holy. They cannot give it if they
do not have it. And when a priest is holy he is happy, and when he is happy he attracts others to the
priesthood. Second, We remind the priest that there is something unique in the Church that only a priest can
( See Archbishop Dolan, Page 3)

Please Pray for Priests
Dear Lord, we pray that the Blessed Mother wrap her mantle around Your priests
and through her intercession strengthen them for their ministry. We pray that Mary
will guide your priests to follow her own words, “Do whatever He tells you” (John 2:5).
May Your priests have the heart of St. Joseph, Mary’s most chaste spouse. May the
Blessed Mother’s own pierced heart inspire them to embrace all who suffer at the foot
of the cross. May Your priests be holy, filled with the fire of Your love seeking nothing
but Your greater glory and the salvation of souls.
Amen.
Saint John Vianney, pray for us.

Serra Mensajero

October, 2009

Page 3

Serra International Convention

NCD Serra Club Delegate Gives Convention Report
By Tony Schmidt
What does a delegate to the Convention do? The rules of being a delegate state in part: “To attend all proceedings, to
prepare, be informed and participate intelligently, to vote according to your conscience on all matters, and to report
accurately and completely to your Serra Club as soon as possible on all the business of the Convention.” Most of the
Convention activities/proceedings involve all of the attendees, not just the delegates.
However, only the delegate from each club is allowed to vote on any of the proposed items. Per the rules of Serra
Tony Schmidt
International, each club has one vote, regardless of the number of members in each club. This may seem unfair that some
clubs have up to 70 members and some clubs have drifted below the minimum guidelines of 25 members per club. The USA Council has 334
clubs and 11,328 members averaging 34 members per club. In the other extreme, Brazil has a total of 1,683 members and 174 clubs
averaging less than ten members per club. Of course there is some rationale that different regions may require different amounts of influence.
Another “delegate rule” allows a club to authorize a member from a different club, but within the same council, to exercise that club’s vote.
This can result in one delegate authorized to vote for all the clubs in one council
At the Omaha convention there were six items to be voted on, five of which were minor corrections or clarification of the by-laws. The sixth
item was an amendment to raise Serra International dues from US $32.00 to US $45.00. A lot of my time at the convention was spent in
trying to determine the rationale for such an increase in these times. The rational was not readily available, and, fortunately, an amendment
was presented to raise dues by just $5.00 a year for the next three years only. The amendment passed by approximately a two to one
majority. As your delegate I voted with the minority partly as a protest for lack of rationale as well as a belief that raising dues in this economy
will have negative results.
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Archbishop Dolan Addresses Serrans
(Continued from Page 2)

do and that is celebrate the sacraments. Only a priest offers the Mass. Only a priest can hear penance.
Only a priest can celebrate the Eucharist and without the Eucharist, it is rather tough to be holy.
Four. To remind the priest that he is here to help us get to heaven. Archbishop Dolan, as a young boy used
to say, “I become a priest to save my own soul and help other people save theirs.” We as Serrans help
young men to become priests so that they may help us get to heaven. A priest is an icon, a sacramental
reminder of the beyond. He is a reminder of heaven. We Serrans encourage young men so they may show
us all how to get to heaven.
We help priests reform to address two contemporary humanity needs: First, the need for hope. There is a
level beyond us -- God. God made me to know Him, to love Him and to serve Him in this life, and be happy
with Him forever in the next life. That is the definition of heaven. Second, the need for meaning: When we
remind priests to speak to us about heaven the priest hopefully gives us hope and meaning.
Serrans are passionate about being ”The Global Lay Apostolate for Vocations in the Catholic Church.” Serrans have been faithful to marriage
and the family. Serrans have fostered a culture for and of vocations. Serrans have been serious in their own quest for holiness, and, the Lord
knows we Serrans want our priests help us to get to heaven. Archbishop Dolan thanked all Serrans for the sterling job that we have done in
vocations and our call to arms in the quest of vocations.
The Serra International Convention for the year 2010 will be in Anchorage, Alaska, on September 2-5. There will be more information to
follow and some information is already in the Serra International website, www.serra.org.
The Serra clubs of Omaha and their members were the host clubs for the 67th Serra International Convention and must be applauded for the
stellar job they performed. This turned out for me to be a Serran experience beyond what I imagined.
‘See you in Anchorage in 2010! Thank you for your service to Serra.

Bill Crowley
Father Rudy on Vocations “ ... I see it in the men that I serve as Vocations Director: young,
energetic, enthusiastic, balanced, faithful, focused, centered and capable of joyful sacrifice. The young
men whom Christ is calling today are not afraid to give their best years to the Lord. They give their best
years to the Lord and they give the best of themselves to God and the Church --- their talents, gifts,
dispositions, affections --- laying all these down and putting them at the service of building up the
Kingdom of God on earth. ... People from all walks of life ... will seek spiritual and moral direction for
their lives, and priests must be ready to articulate why God alone is the answer for every need and
want of the human heart.”

Rev. Rudy Garcia
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Chaplains Corner

What is a Priest? Priests: Men of Mystery
Several years ago I was sent something adapted from a 1960 poem by Fr. Thomas Langer called What is a Priests? I never
found the original poem but keep the following around to remind me that no matter how tired, stretched, or ready to run away
I may feel, I’m doing the thing God has called me to ... and I said “Yes!”
Priests are men of mystery. They come in assorted sizes, ages, weights and collars. They are found everywhere -- speeding
along, walking by, kneeling on, praying over, laughing with, preaching to, teaching about and pardoning over. Little children
run to them, aged people turn to them, lay people treasure them , non-Catholics stare at them, and Mary watches over them.
Rev. Cliff Smith
A priest is a member of every family, yet belongs to none. He penetrates secrets, shares sorrows, and heals wounds. He has
the trust of a child, the kindness of a best friend, the authority of an encyclopedia, the versatility of a commando, and the salesmanship of a
Fuller Brush man.
A priest is a humble creature -- a mystifying worker ot all professions. His hours are the longest; his salary is the smallest; his Boss is the best! He
likes the smiles of children, a good homily, a home-cooked meal, and the name Father. A priest is all things to all people in the sight of God. He is
often misquoted, mistaken, misunderstood, but he is always forgiven -- because he is a mediator, a peacemaker, a go-between heaven and earth.
It’s no wonder God loves him. He is a man standing at an altar, who while being aware of his own nothingness, speaks to Go for us and to us for
God. Although his greatest act is to offer sacrifice, perhaps the most consoling one is to say to us: Go in peace -- your sins are forgiven.
Ultimately the Catholic Faithful need to understand that being a priest, and most especially a pastor is not a 9 to 5 job, Monday through Friday ... it
is 24/7. Days often start before 6:30 a.m. and often last until 9 or 10 at night. Priests generally get one day off a week, and Saturdays and
Sundays are often the busiest days of the week. Priests celebrate Masses, weddings and funerals, baptize and bless, counsel and advise, and
visit homes, hospitals, and teach. Pastors do all that plus being administrators, managers, supervisors, fund raisers, planners and strategists,
and to use a Disney word: imagineers ... seeing what has been and is, and envisioning the immediate and long range future. Pastors share in the
authority of their bishop as priests, prophets andservant leaders. They stand as vicars of Christ fortheir local community by virtue of Holy Orders
and obedience to their Bishop.

Father Cliff

In Serra Region 10

Serra Mensajero Named No. 1
OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS
Ron Keptner
October 31
OCTOBER ANNIVERSARIES
Douglas-Veronica Biglen
October 13
Deacon Jack-Patricia Gulino
October 23
Michael-Dolores Maxwell
October 28

The 31 Club is a commitment
by Serrans ti attend Mass
and pray for vocations on a specific day each
month. If you are not listed below, and want to
participate in this important ministry, please
contact Betty Monaghan at betty6@tx.rr.com

31 Club

1st Jerry Hurster
Hank Himmelberg
Joan Heiting
Paul Ficalora
Jo Ficalora
2nd Bob Bittner
John Mc Namara
3rd Bill Crowley
4th Ida Keptner
Jim O’Malley
Ed Johnson
5th Jim Archer
Jim Hogan
Jim Duffy
6th John Fitzpatrick
Kay Hogan
7th Vince Ahern
Betty Monaghan
Jack Tromba
Warren Schneider
Bill Condon
8th Lou Neeb
9th Peter La Fave
Mary La Fave

10th Vicki Dean
Bob Baillargeon
George Stewart
11th Deacon Carl Thelin
Barbara Thelin
12th Greg Mechler
Mark Venincasa
13th Therese Reittinger
15th Don Simoneaux
Darwin Hutchison
Fran Mc Namara
18th Ann Larriviere
Rob Larriviere
20th Tony Schmidt
21st Bill Higgins
22nd Joe Semler
23rd Leo Heiting
Tom Demarest
27th Chris Taylor
29th Carl Rossini
Ellen Rossini
30th Deacon Jack Gulino
31st Ron Keptner

Carl Rossini

Serra Mensajero, monthly newsletter of the North Central Dallas
Serra Club, was named outstanding Serra USAC Newsletter of
Region 10, at the recent Serra convention in Omaha. The award
was presented to editor Carl Rossini at the September 21 dinner
meeting, “for his tireless efforts to produce a newsletter that
communicates effectively and efficiently.” Region 10 encompasses
nearly the entire state of Texas and includes 32 Serra Clubs.

Serra Club of Collin County

Jim Duffy Acting President of New Club
Serra Club of Collin County, the new Serra club in formation, has
named Jim Duffy its acting president. Other acting officers include
Jennifer Pruitt, vice president; Ron Keptner, secretary; and Ida
Keptner, treasurer. Each month the new club meets on the second
Wednesday for 6:00 p.m. Mass at St. Gabriel’s, and the fourth
Wednesday at a local restaurant for a meal and speaker. The core
area of the club includes the parishes of Our Lady of Angels and
St.Jude’s in Allen; St. Michael’s and St. Gabriel’s in Mc Kinney;
and St. Francis of Assisi in Frisco.

Jim Duffy

Continue To Lift Up In Prayer
Therese Reittinger
Alicia Condon
Ellen Rossini
Ronda Picon
Deacon Carl Thelin
Jim Archer
Warren Schneider

Serra Mensajero

is the North Central Dallas Serra Club monthly newsletter to
communicate activities, provide news to members and support Club goals. To
include items in the newsletter, send e-mail to editor Carl Rossini at
canderossini@att.net
Staff photographer, Vicki Dean
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Serra Photo Gallery
Photos taken at the Serra International
Convention in Omaha, Seminary Sunday
at Holy Trinity Seminary, and September
21 Serra Club Dinner Meeting

Serra Mensajero editor Carl Rossini
receives award from Club President
Hank Himmelberg, for the
outstanding newsletter in Serra USA
Council of Region 10

Photos by Ernie Docklar, Elena Blake,
Tony Schmidt and Vicki Dean

Club members display Membership Certificates, front row, Jim and Kay Hogan, Dolores Maxwell,
Marie Baert, Carl Rossini. Back row, Jeff Hardage, John Mc Namara, Michael Maxwell,
Ron Mechler, Peter and Mary La Fave, Dan O’Connell

Serra International Convention August 27 Opening Mass, Archbishop Elden Curtiss,
Principal Celebrant, St. Cecilia Cathedral, Omaha, Nebraska

Seminary Sunday, September 6, at Holy Trinity, Joe Semler, Pete Philp, president
of Metro Club; seminarian James Gonzalez; Ralph Armstrong

September 21 dinner meeting speaker, Msgr. Mark Seitz, pastor
of St. Rita’s parish, with St. Rita sisters, Sister Stephanie, Sister
Grace, and Rueben Chen, seminarian serving pastoral year at
St. Rita, together with Bob Baillargeon, Club V.P. Programs

Convention attendees Bill Crowley, Kurt Metykco, Houston Club, Annette Schmidt,
Ernie Doclar, U of Dallas Club, Tony Schmidt

Seminary Sunday, seminarians Mathew Tatyrek and Mark Hebert; Tony Schmidt,
seminarian Partial Emmett Hall

