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Sunday, October 2  
Mass with Seminarians 
9:15 a.m. 
Holy Trinity Seminary 

 
Friday, October 7  
First Friday Mass,  Breakfast 
6:30 a.m. 
St. Mark Catholic Church 
 
Monday, October 17 
Serra Club Dinner Meeting  
6:30 p.m.  
Canyon Creek Country Club 
Franci Vitanza, New Liturgy 
 
Friday, October 21 
Serra Club Board  Meeting  
7:00 a.m. 
St. Mark Pastoral Center 

 
October 30, 2011 
Priesthood Sunday 
 
Friday, November 4  
First Friday Mass, Breakfast 
6:30 a.m. 
St. Mark Catholic Church 
 
Saturday, November 13 
Mass with Seminarians 
9:15 a.m. 
Holy Trinity Seminary 
 
Friday, November 18 
Serra Club Board  Meeting  
7:00 a.m. 
St. Mark Pastoral Center 
 
Monday, November 21 
Serra Club Dinner Meeting  
6:30 p.m.  

Canyon Creek Country Club 
Father Rudy, Importance of VAP 

Visit  these  

Serra web sites... 

North Central Dallas 

Serra Club 

www.ncdserraclub.com 

 

Serra USA Council 

www.serraus.org 

Mark 

Your 

calendars 

Jackie Yamauchi, Mother of Father James Yamauchi, and Father James                 

with Bill Crowley, VP Programs at the September Serra Monthly Dinner 

 

N 
ewly ordained Fa-

ther James Yamau-

chi was the guest 

speaker at the dinner meet-

ing of the Serra Club of 

North Central Dallas on 

September 19th at the Collin 

Creek Country Club. Father 

James was ordained on July 

16th, 2011 at the Cathedral 

Shrine of Our Lady of Gua-

dalupe by Bishop Kevin J 

Farrell. Having addressed 

the Serra Club twice before 

Fr. James elected to share 

with us the things he has 

learned since becoming a 

priest.  

He promised that he would 

heed the advice given him by 

his grandmother: “If you want 

good collections, keep the 

homily short!” She also offered 

to help him with confessions 

but Fr James gracefully de-

clined. 

When asked by Fr Rudy Gar-

cia, Diocesan Director of Vo-

cations, to address the semi-

narians, Fr James confided to 

them that even in this short 

time he had learned how much 

he still has to learn.  He views 

his early priesthood as an ap-

prenticeship and as several 

priests have told him, going 

from the seminary to a parish 

requires beginning the learning 

process all over again. 

He related that one of the first 

practical things he learned 

celebrating an actual mass is to 

keep the chalice well away 

from himself. While celebrat-

ing mass at St Michaels in Gar-

land he enthusiastically pro-

claimed “The Lord be with 

you” after the preparation of 

the gifts and knocked over the 

chalice.  

Later Fr Joseph, the Pastor, 

asked him to do an anointing at 

the VA Hospital in south Dal-

las. Even though it was already 

4:00 pm on a Friday and he 

had a Vigil for a Wake to do in 

Plano that evening, Fr Joseph 

convinced him that he had 

time. Though he had never 

done an anointing he gathered 

his travel kit and left for the 

hospital. Upon arriving he 

found the patient and heard his 

confession. He then prepared 

for the anointing. He took out 

the vial of oil but no matter 

how much he twisted and 

turned he could not open it. 

Finally the patient said “Here 

Father, let me help you” and 

opened container! It was a 

great lesson in humility and 

reminded him that even as a 

priest he needs the help of oth-

ers. 

His other major lesson has 

been to expect the unexpected. 

In many of his assignments in 

his short priesthood he has met 

very unexpected situations and 

had to react quickly with hu-

mility and compassion. 

Father James summed up with 

these words: 

"During these past two months 

of priesthood, I have seen the 

priceless value of continuing to 

learn.  I have realized that I can 

never be a priest on my own; I 

must, above all, depend on 

Christ and I must also be will-

ing to learn and receive help 

from others, whether my 

brother priests, the deacons, or 

the lay faithful.  I see the 

priesthood as an adventure; 

many times I feel like I am 

moving at a rate of "two steps 

forward, one step back" but I 

know that the priesthood is not 

about success but faithfulness." 

Newly Ordained Father James Yamauchi Shares  
Reflections and Stories with Serrans 
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 Don Simoneaux 

So why have 32 members chosen 

to remain Serrans for the long 

term? Is it because they like the 

camaraderie of their fellow 

Serrans or because they enjoy the 

meals? Maybe they feel ener-

gized after listening to our guest 

speakers or while celebrating 

Sunday Mass at the seminary and 

getting to know the young men 

who will be our future priests. 

Perhaps they like to work at tasks 

that are important to the future of 

our Church. I believe one of the 

big reasons is more profound than 

that. 

It is all too easy to get discour-

aged when we don’t seem to see 

results from our efforts. During 

those disheartening times I often 

try think about what experience 

of church my grandchildren and 

great-grandchildren will have. 

Will there be priests, sisters, and 

brothers to show them the love of 

Christ and challenge them to live 

a truly rewarding life? Will they 

be able to experience weekly and 

daily Mass and partake of the 

sacraments as Carolyn and I have 

over the years? Those are the 

thoughts that have kept me going 

when it seems we are just tread-

ing water and not making the 

progress we would like. 

Among the lessons we learn in 

life is that we have to plant the 

seeds and nurture the garden in 

order to enjoy the reward of a 

bountiful harvest. There are many 

bible verses that teach us lessons 

about sowing the seeds, working 

productively, being grateful for 

what we receive, and joyfully 

sharing our bounty with those 

less fortunate. But none of this 

really captures what being a 

Serran is all about. There are 

other ways we can fulfill our 

needs in those areas. 

As Serrans working to promote 

vocations, we sometimes see the 

fruits of our labors, but for the 

most part we will not see the out-

come of the seeds we plant. Some 

of the seeds 

may lie dor-

mant for years 

until some 

spark causes 

them to finally 

take root and 

flourish. There 

is another metaphor we probably 

all have heard about planting 

seeds so others we will never 

know may have shade. The rea-

son we sow and nurture is to pro-

vide a rich harvest for those who 

come after us. 

So who are these Serrans who 

have persevered through the 

years and have passed significant 

milestones? Each of us can 

probably name some we know, 

but there are a lot of great people 

in our club we may not know as 

well. In coming months we will 

be recognizing our longtime 

members and perhaps getting to 

know them a little better and why 

they feel being a Serran is impor-

tant to them. 

I 
t was brought to my atten-

tion recently that we have 

some longtime members 

in our club who have celebrated 

significant membership anni-

versaries in the recent past. A 

little research shows that we 

have seven members who have 

been Serrans for 25 or more 

years, including three who have 

served for 35 years or more. 

We also have another 25 mem-

bers who have been Serrans for 

ten or more years. 

 

President’s Focus Is Serra Just Another Club or Something More? 
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W 
e Serrans are in a 

unique position to 

help the diocese 

encourage those who have a 

calling to the religious life to 

pursue their dreams.  We are, 

in essence, the vocation advo-

cates in our parishes, and the 

main support group for our 

clergy and seminarians be-

cause of our calling to be 

Serrans.   
What does this have to do with 

membership?  Plenty; we have a 

great story to tell.  We also need 

more priests in our diocese.  We 

need good quality men and 

women in the religious life be-

cause the demands on the reli-

gious are huge and like the Ma-

rines, we need the few but the 

best people out there.  We are the 

only organization whose entire 

existence is devoted to fostering 

vocations. The VAP weekend  is 

only one thing that we do which 

is very instrumental in the dio-

cese plans for men and women to 

go through a discernment to help 

them on their journey to the reli-

gious life.  Check out the web site 

at www.vapinfo.org for details.   

 Any Catholic who is interested 

in the future of the Church is a 

great candidate to be a Serran.  

While others complain about our 

Church and leaders, we are trying 

to do something about it.  Spread 

the word about Serra, and encour-

age those whom you meet to be-

come proactive in our cause.  We 

all need to keep our eyes and ears 

open to anyone whom we feel 

could be a good 

Serran and invite 

them to a Serran 

affair be it a break-

fast, dinner or bet-

ter yet, a trip with 

you to Seminary 

Sunday. The next on is October 2 

at 9:15 in the morning. 

Like politics, we need people to 

be involved to secure our reli-

gious future.  Tell people of your 

involvement in Serra and if they 

express an interest ask them to 

join us in an organization that is 

actually trying to do something 

about the future of the Church 

and all religious life.  Our cause 

is good, decent, and honest.  Not 

many causes can make that claim.  

Spread the word about Serra.  We 

will get new members from it. 

Membership 

Ralph Armstrong 

http://www.vapinfo.org
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  Rev. Cliff Smith 

Continue to Lift Up in  Prayer 
 

Therese Reittinger         
Carolyn Tromba               

Ellen Rossini                    
George &  Jeanne Stewart 

    Bernadette & Ed Johnson 

Serra Mensajero  is the North 

Central Dallas monthly newsletter 
which reports activities, provides 
news to members and supports 
Club goals. Editor, Dick Park,  
Staff Photographer, Vicki Dean 

O 
ver the years I have 

been annoyed by a 

particular habit or cus-

tom of some Catholics: their 

insistence on receiving Com-

munion only from a priest.  

That annoyance reached criti-

cal mass recently in an un-

signed letter, written by a child 

(no doubt with the help of a 

parent) duct-taped to the front 

door of the Rectory. 
 

Let’s begin by saying that I do not 

take kindly to anonymous letters, 

or complaints duct-taped to the 

Rectory or Church doors, com-

plaining about the use of Extraor-

dinary Ministers of Holy Com-

munion.  It was suggested that I 

was not obedient to the Pope.  It 

was a list of complaints nailed to 

a church door that started the 

Protestant Reformation and we all 

know what that produced.   

 

Let us clearly understand the 

teaching of the Church: In the 

reception of the smallest fragment 

of the Host or a single drop of the 

Precious Blood we receive the 

fullness of Jesus Christ.  Each and 

every particle, no matter how 

small, is truly and fully the Body, 

Blood, Soul and Divinity of Jesus 

Christ, God and man, the Second 

Person of the Blessed Trinity.  

Also, in response to the sugges-

tion that a priest’s hands are con-

secrated to distribute the Eucha-

rist, we must understand correctly 

that the hands of a priest are 

anointed at ordination for the pur-

pose of confecting/consecrating 

the Eucharist, not to distribute 

Communion. 

 

I am likewise forced to remind 

everyone that refusing to receive 

Communion from a lay Extraordi-

nary Minister of Holy Commun-

ion because one feels Christ is 

somehow diminished by lay con-

tact or that receiving from an or-

dained minister makes Christ in 

some way better, has the smell of 

heresy.  There is no gradation in 

the Real Presence and no addi-

tional grace in receiving from an 

ordained minis-

ter.  It is either 

fully Christ or 

it is not Christ 

at all. 

 

I was amazed 

recently to hear 

from an adult 

who said in essence, “I would 

rather not receive at all than re-

ceive from a lay person. It is an 

aberrant practice I will not sup-

port.”  If we reject the giver of a 

gift we reject the gift, and the gift 

in this case is nothing less that 

Jesus Christ himself! 

 

 

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion Chaplain’s Corner 

Father Cliff 

OCTOBER   
 

BIRTHDAYS  

Kathyrn Warren 30th 

31 Club  The 31 Club is a commitment by 

Serrans to attend Mass and  pray for vocations 
on a specific day each month. If you wish to par-
ticipate in this important ministry please e-mail 
Hank Himmelberg at 
hankhimmelberg@verizon.net 

1st 
1st 
1st 
2nd 
2nd 
3rd 
4th 
5th 
6th 
7th 
7th 
7th 
7th 
8th 
9th 
9th 
10th 
11th 
12th 
13th 
14th 
15th 
15th 

16th 
17th 
18th 
18th 
19th 
20th 
21st 
21st 
21st 
22nd 
23rd 
24th 
24th 
24th 
25th 
26th 
27th 
27th 
28th 
28th 
29th 
30th 
31st 

Jerry Hurster 
Paul Ficalora 
Jo Ficalora 
Dick Park 
Katie Park 
Bill Crowley 
 
Bill Baillargeon 
John Fitzpatrick 
Vince Ahern 
Betty Monaghan 
Bill Condon 
Lou Neeb 
 
Peter La Fave 
Mary La Fave 
Vicki Dean 
Jim Duffy 
Mark Venincasa 
Therese Reittinger 
Jack Tromba 
Don Simoneaux 
Jack Hardage 

Hank Himmelberg 
John Fitzpatrick 
Ann Larriviere 
Rod Larriviere 
 
Tony Schmidt 
Doug Biglen 
Veronica Biglen 
Bill Higgins 
Joe Semler 
Paul Reittinger 
Ralph Armstrong 
Jim Hogan 
Kay Hogan 
 
 
Chris Taylor 
Warren Schneider 
Bill Larsen 
Bonnie Larsen 
Carl Rossini 
Katy Warren 
 

A note from Lou Neeb—VP Communications 

"Now is the time of year when we need to renew or redevelop our parish contacts. This is 

the means by which we support the Serra mission to encourage vocations within the Dio-

cese.  As a first step we want to encourage membership in our Serra Club through publish-

ing the following bulletin insert item in our parish bulletins.  Please contact your Parishes 

and ask them to include this in their bulletins through October and into mid Novem-

ber.  Please ask Parishes who have questions about the program to contact Ralph Arm-

strong at 972-690-3850 or contact our club by e-mail at www. ncdserraclub.com." 

SEE THE ATTACHED WORD DOCUMENT FOR THE BULLETIN INSERT. 

Sitting on the side of the highway waiting to catch speeding drivers, a highway patrolman 

sees a car puttering along at 22 mph. He thinks to himself, "This driver is just as danger-

ous as a speeder," so he turns on his lights and stops the car. Approaching the car, he no-

tices that there are five old ladies, two in the front seat and three in the back, wide eyed 

and white as ghosts.  

The driver, obviously confused, says, "Officer, I don't understand. I was doing exactly the 

speed limit. What seems to be the problem?"  

"Ma'am," the officer replies, "you weren't speeding, but you should know that driving 

much slower than the speed limit can also be a danger to other drivers."  

"Slower than the speed limit? No sir, I was doing the speed limit exactly. Twenty-two 

miles an hour," the old woman said a bit proudly.  

The police officer, trying to contain a chuckle, explained to her that 22 was the highway 

route number, not the speed limit.  

A bit embarrassed, the woman grinned and thanked the officer for pointing out her error.  

"But before I let you go Ma'am, I have to ask, is everyone in this car OK?' These women 

seem awfully shaken up and they haven't uttered a single word this whole time."  

The driver responded, "Oh, they'll be all right in a minute. We just got off Route 110." 



 

 

Early Church Fathers:   Saint Ignatius of Antioch 

S 
t. Ignatius (A.D. 110) 

was the third bishop 

of Antioch, succeed-

ing St. Evodius, who was 

the immediate successor of 

St. Peter. St. Ignatius is 

given the title of Apostolic 

Father of the Church since 

he was a disciple of the 

Apostle John.  
Ignatius was bishop of Antioch 

during the reign of the Roman 

emperor Trajen (98-117), an 

unyielding persecutor of the 

Christian Church. Behind the 

Apostles, St. Ignatius is per-

haps the most famous name 

associated with the early 

Church. However, little is 

known about his life or his 

career as bishop. What we do 

know of him stems from his 

writings, in particular the 

seven epistles Ignatius wrote 

on his way to his death. At 

around the year 110 A.D., Tra-

jen sentenced Ignatius to death 

by exposure to the wild beasts 

in the arena. 

During his journey from An-

tioch to Rome for his martyr-

dom, Ignatius wrote seven let-

ters addressed to the Chris-

tians in the communities of 

Ephesus, Magnesia, Tralles, 

Rome, Philadelphia, and 

Smyrna, all of which were 

along the journey's path. 

These seven letters tell little of 

his life, but do reveal his love 

of the Church, his desire for 

Church unity, his hatred of 

schism and heresy, and his 

desire for martyrdom for the 

sake of Christ. 

In his letter to the Romans, 

Ignatius writes: "I am writing 

to all the Churches and I en-

join all, that I am dying will-

ingly for God's sake, if only 

you do not prevent it. I beg 

you, do not do me an untimely 

kindness. Allow me to be eaten 

by the beasts, which are my 

way of reaching to God. I am 

God's wheat, and I am to be 

ground by the teeth of wild 

beast, so that I may become 

the pure bread of 

Christ." (Ch. 4) 

St. Ignatius was the first to use 

the term "Catholic Church". 

For Ignatius, a Church with-

out the episcopacy was impos-

sible. His letters present a 

clear view of the hierarchical 

and monarchical structure of 

the Church: "Where the 

bishop is, there let the people 

be, as were Jesus is, there is 

the Catholic Church. The let-

ters of Ignatius are filled with 

warnings against false doc-

trines and false teachers. In 

particular, he wrote out 

against the Docetists, who de-

nied the humanity of Christ 

and ascribed to Him a phan-

tom body. 

Ignatius passionately affirmed 

both the humanity and divin-

ity of Christ and proclaimed 

that if Christ died only in ap-

pearance, then his suffering 

and his willingness to give up 

his own life for the glory of 

Christ would have no mean-

ing. Flowing from this passion 

for unity and Truth in pro-

claiming the humanity and 

divinity of Christ, Ignatius 

commented extensively on the 

True Presence of Christ in the 

Eucharist offered to all 

through His suffering, death 

and resurrection. 

In his Eucharistic teachings, 

Ignatius emphasizes the need 

for unity in the belief in the 

True Presence of Christ, re-

veals that the early church 

believed the Eucharistic cele-

bration was a true sacrifice, 

and that a valid Eucharist if 

conferred by a priest under 

the authority of the bishop. 

Through these important writ-

ings, St. Ignatius left a power-

ful proclamation and extensive 

history of early Church dogma 

and history.  
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Serran Field Trip 
Submitted by Ralph Armstrong 

 

R 
ecently, Bill Crowley 

and Ralph Armstrong 

packed their bags and 

ventured out west of Coit 

Road to explore the outer 

boundaries of North Dallas 

and along with water, Mapsco, 

GPS, and a compass, we ar-

rived at a delightful place 

called YO POP ETC. at 1472 

Midway Road, South of Belt-

line Road but North of Spring 

Valley Road somewhere in 

Dallas.  YO POP is owned and 

operated by our Serran, Tom 

Demarest and his family and is 

truly unique in this day in age.  

Started in 1985, it probably 

has stuff sold at that time 

along with ingenious items of 

today.  It is truly a unique ex-

perience that all should try out.   

Upon entering YO POP, you are 

immediately hit with the delight-

ful aroma of pop corn, not the 

type typically found at your 

movie theater, but the type that 

we like to say to “die for”.  There 

is something there for everybody.  

They have 45 flavors (don’t ask 

Tom what they are because he is 

bad with names) and the pop corn 

comes in all sizes and shapes, 

including cookies and cup cakes.  

Truly amazing!   

Dining there is an experience.  

Tucked away in corners are café 

tables and their lunch menu is 

healthy and affordable.  If you 

mention Tom’s name, they will 

treat you like the returning prodi-

gal son and shower you with at-

tention.  What a guy.  If he is 

there, he might even come out 

and greet you and shake your 

hand, and he isn’t even running 

for any political office. It just 

shows what a warm and great 

Serran he is.  You might even get 

an extra pickle with your lunch. 

For something different and 

unique, venture over to Tom’s 

place, Yo Pop Etc.  To know 

more about this tremendous ex-

perience, visit yopopetc.com to 

visit his web site.  You will 

probably want to buy some of his 

gourmet pop corn to eat or give 

away as gifts.  It is well worth the 

experience.  Stay, eat, and shop.  

There is something there for   

everybody. 

http://www.yopopetc.com

