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MARK
YOUR
CALENDAR
October 4
6:30 a.m. St. Marks
1st Friday Mass and Breakfast
October 6
Deadline for:
Seminary Cookout
Religious Women’s Dinner
October 13
Religious Women’s Dinner
October 19
Seminarian Welcome Dinner
October 20
Seminarians Cook Out
October 21
6 p.m. Dinner Meeting
Canyon Creek Dinner Meeting

October 25
UD Ministry Conference

October 27
Priesthood Sunday
Saturday, November 9
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
Club Retreat
Sunday, November 10
9:15 a.m. Holy Trinity Seminary
Mass with the Seminarians
Donuts after Mass
Sunday, November 24
300th Anniversary of
Blessed Junipero Serra

Visit these
Serra web sites...
North Central Dallas
Serra Club
www.ncdserraclub.com
Serra USA Council
www.serraus.org

Richardson, Texas

October 2013

Religious Freedom
Mike Murray, Executive director of
Heroic Media Mid South Region
based out of Dallas was the guest
speaker at the September meeting.
Mike grew up in Richardson, attended St. Paul School, Jesuit College Preparatory and graduated from
The Catholic University of America
in Washington, D.C. in 1990. He
came back to teach at Jesuit then
went to SMU Law School. He
worked for the district attorney as a
prosecutor then entered private practice for 13 years. During this time he
was one of the founding members of
the Young Serrans in Dallas and was
president from 1995-97. Mike met
his wife Colette through the Young
Serrans. Mike and Colette have 4
children, with another one on the
way in December. Good Catholic
families with more than 4 children
statistics find usually produce strong
vocations.
Mike interviewed an
economist last week on a radio show
that said families practicing the
faith, the larger the family the more
they give, 4 or 5 kids (two parents
that stay together) is the breaking
point. The family attending St.
Gabriel’s in McKinney and the
whole family is excited about the
new life that will be joining the family. Mike serves on the Board of
Directors of The Pro Life Committee
in Dallas.
Heroic Media gives a voice to the
voiceless states the website. Quoted
from their website, “ We place positive, life affirming media across the
country and monitor calls to resource
c
e
n
t
e
r
s
.
Each ad placed includes a tollfree phone number answered by a
24/7 national helpline that connects
callers with the closest pro-life pregnancy resource center to them. These
centers provide services such as free
pregnancy tests, counseling on alternatives to abortion like adoption or
parenting, and even material assistance like diapers, baby clothes and
food.”
Marriage is essential to vocations and
life and all are contingent on reli-

gious liberty. Remember the 1st
amendment states: the government
prohibits the making of any law respecting an establishment of religion,
impeding the free exercise of religion, abridging the
freedom of
speech, infringing on the freedom of
the press, etc. This is being changed
in front of our very eyes. One way is
the HHS mandate, most of us know it
as obama care, which states all employer health plans must provide
contraception, sterilization, abortion
regardless of moral or religious beliefs.
Business and organizations such as
religious schools and hospitals, are
not considered to fall in the narrow
window of what is classified as a
religious institution. They will be
forced to provide services that contradict beliefs. They have redefined
exercise of worship to mean worship
within four walls of the church. A
religious organization that only
serves people of their own faith. So a
Catholic hospital that takes all faiths
is no longer a religious institution so
there are no religious exemptions.
Check your faith at the door. In the
past we have always been interrupted
by how you live out your faith in the
public. This new way of not showing
your religious beliefs in public
threatens the 1st amendment.
Last week Mike interviewed a lawyer
who is representing some of the private businesses that do not want to
offer some of the things that need to
be offered through this: contraception, sterilization, abortion regardless
of moral or religious beliefs to their
employees. It is her belief that a lot
of these will end up in the Supreme
Court. Businesses will become a
shell, no moral being; an owner cannot live out his first amendment
rights. Religious liberty has never
been defined like this before.
A family who owned photography
business in New Mexico chooses not
to take pictures for a same sex wedding and they were taken to court.
They were told by the judge that the
family is free to think what they
choose and pray to their God in their
personal lives but there is a price to

pay in the civic life. They are fighting on the belief that you shouldn’t
have to check your faith when you
walk out of a church building. The
courts are basically saying to provide
for your family you have to participate in something you do not believe,
like take pictures at a same sex marriage.
Our vocation is to sanctify our work,
to evangelize in our daily lives, in
our businesses, everywhere. If we
have to leave our religion at the door
of the building we worship in we
can’t live out our vocation.
Think about a priest, bishop trying to
serve others in their need, they can’t
live out their vocation. Bishops and
priests are going to encounter these
problems when trying to serve other
faiths. They are not just serving the
church but serving those most in
need like students, the sick, the poor.
Serrans, pro lifers, churches, what we
do will be complicated by HHS.
Heroic Media is trying to help
women and save lives through advertising and providing recourses for
those who need help. Heroic Media
is not doing it as Catholics. The organization uses the media to help
pregnant women reach resources,
like sonograms. TV commercials are
used mostly to target these women.
Commercials aired on MTV at midnight are targeting 17-24 years old.
By tracking calls generated from
those shows, it helps provide information to see if the target market is
being hit.
Pregnancy care centers that offer free
sonograms, great nurse staffs are
well kept secrets Heroic Media is
their marketing arm.
There are a lot of ways to live out our
faith our call to holiness our call to
protect life right here in Dallas.
There are a lot of Catholic movements here in the Dallas area
unlike in any other cities.
Work and Pray. Work for vocations
and pray for life
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Reflections

President’s Corner

October is the busiest month in our SERRAN year and I encourage you to participate.
One of our members commented at one of our breakfast meetings that it seemed like too
much in too little time and while that may be true, these are worthwhile events and what
we do as Serrans
On October 13, we celebrate women's vocations at the Religious Women's Dinner. It will
be held at the Biblical Museum of Dallas . If you have never been to that museum, it is
an awesome experience. I had seen some of the paintings passed over the internet but to
see them in person was even better. The cost is reasonable and it is the only time we
honor the Religious Women of the Diocese. You should have all received invitations
from the UD Serran Chapter. I hope to see you there.
The following week, on October 19, is the Seminarian Welcome Dinner. I expounded on the worthwhile nature
of this event last month in this space and other than to mention that this is one of our main events of the year, I
urge you to attend. We will have at least one SERRAN table and will be sponsoring a seminarian to dine with us.
The following day is the Cookout at the Seminary and this is a great chance for Serrans to informally meet our
seminarians and their families. There is no cost for this event and all it requires is that Serrans work at the
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I attended the Mass of Peace at the Seminary on September 7th. Father Koehl said the
Mass and his homily was on forgiveness. The point was that true forgiveness was actually LETTING GO of the hurt. How many times have we seen in families , relationships, at work, etc. where past hurts are engraved within hearts. Sometimes these hurts
are held until funerals where it is too late to forgive. There is no sin so great where it
cannot be forgiven. And grudges are great weights on the heart. So True.

Pete La Fave
Seminarian cookout to be held on Sunday, October 20, at Holy Trinity
Seminary. The main food items will be taken care of by the Seminary but we are to supply the
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serving lines handing out food to the Seminarians and their families, perhaps helping
people with directions, or other odd jobs. It is great exposure for our club and a good
opportunity to possibly get some members. All the Serrans of the Diocese are invited to
help out and to eat here. In addition, We have been asked to supply some desserts.
Msgr Olson remarked on how well the home cooked desserts have gone over at Seminary Sundays. We have seen what they do to donuts. There could be about 400 people
there so no amount of desserts is too much. We will need a count by October 6th since
we will also be eating there also. This is a great opportunity to show the seminarians
and their families just who SERRA is and what we do.

desserts. A dozen or two cookies or a sheet cake would be quite welcome. We will also need volunteers to help serve the food and drinks to the seminarians, their families, and Fellow Serrans during the
event. We will need to be there by 11:00 AM and will be joined by the other Serra Clubs in our district. Please respond to the club Secretary, Mary LaFave (Mcl804@yahoo.com) by October 6,
2013 and let her know :
- if you will be attending and wish to volunteer
- If you will supplying a dessert and what that dessert will be and how much. We will also
need your email address so that we may contact you.
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Chaplain’s Corner
The Third Commandment (Deut. 5:12-14) reminds us: “Take care to keep holy the
Sabbath day as the LORD, your God, commanded you. Six days you may labor
and do all your work; but the seventh day is the Sabbath of the LORD, your God.
No work may be done then.” Jesus tells us (Mark 2:27): “The Sabbath was made
for man, not man for the Sabbath; so the Son of Man is lord even of the Sabbath.”
The Catechism of the Catholic Church teaches ( CCC #2172) “God's action is the model for human
action. If God "rested and was refreshed" on the seventh day, man too ought to "rest" and should let
others, especially the poor, "be refreshed." The Sabbath brings everyday work to a halt and provides a
respite. It is a day of protest against the servitude of work and the worship of money.”
We celebrate the Lord’s Day on Sunday because it is the day of Christ's Resurrection. It symbolizes the
new creation that started with Christ's Resurrection. For Christians it has become the first of all days,
the first of all feasts, the Lord's Day—Sunday: We all gather on the day of the sun/son, for it is the first
day when God, created light, beginning the creation of the universe; and on this same day our Lord Jesus Christ rose from the dead.
We keep holy the Lord’s Day by going to Mass and avoiding any unnecessary servile work, servile
meaning the sort of work traditionally done be manual laborers, which includes: plowing, planting, lawn
mowing, welding, loading, plastering, house painting, laundry, ironing, or sowing. This should include
homework by students.
What work is alright? That which used to be called “Liberal Works,” things like singing,
reading, writing letters, creative arts, recreation, relaxing, and works performed out of charity for others. Also “Common Work” which all classes of people do. This would include traveling and preparing meals 3 necessary everyday tasks. This also includes such necessary work as feeding livestock and pets, child care, changing a flat tire, etc. Necessary servile work is
also permitted for police, firemen, and medical personnel. Also playing at or attending sporting events
are both fine, as long as they are kept within the proper perspective of the Lord’s Day and not seen as
more important than the Lord or His Mass.
Some types of work might fall into either category, e.g., working on an old car might be work for a mechanic, but sheer joy for the car buff; cooking might be drudgery for a short order cook, but bliss for the
individual who truly loves to cook, and gardening which may be work for one maybe considered a
hobby or recreational for another.
By the same token, Catholics should refrain from putting others in the position of performing servile
work on Sundays, too. Shopping, eating in restaurants, going to movies, etc., require that others perform servile work at shops, restaurants, and cinemas. Try to stay home, visit family,
friends and neighbors, etc.; don't encourage others to break God's commandments. Works of charity are always allowable on the Lord's Day, as charity is always the highest law and the very purpose of law, because: “The Sabbath was
made for man, not man for the Sabbath.” (Gospel of Mark 2:27)

-Fr. Clifford G. Smith, Chaplain
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USAC/SI Update
-submitted by Ralph Armstrong

There has been some progress regarding the conflict between Serra International and the United States Counsel. As
most of you are aware, this dispute has been going on for years resulting in an unfortunate and ill advised lawsuit being
filed by SI against USAC two and a half years ago. Both organizations have been hurt financially, and the results are an
extreme loss of membership in the United States, divisions within clubs, and a diminished reputation among the religious
resulting in a reduction from us participating in the Serra mission of advocating for vocations. After dogmatically pursuing
the law suit, SI was informed by the religious that this was enough resulting in the law suit being dropped last Spring. We
were told by the USAC leadership that the future would result in the combining of offices and mending would take place.
While this has not yet happened, the good news is that there is progress being made. In addition to the law suit being
dropped, SI has replaced their former director who was good at stirring the pot with a new director by the name of John
Liston. I sent him an email asking what was the final objective of SI and much to my surprise, he called me and we had a
pleasant conversation. He seemed to be eager for a reconciliation to begin. He is a lawyer by background but has been
involved with Serra for several years, lives in Chicago, and is generally a bright and open younger man (29 years old).
One of the problems our club has with SI is the secretive nature of their way of operating their organization. We have
asked for financials from them as a part of our reconciliation and John actually provided us with their latest financial report. This is a good start for them to be more open toward its members and more truthful in their operations in the future.
With a new director, there is a good chance that those in SI who seem determined to end the United States Council will
be persuaded to see the error of their ways and recognize the good that USAC does and how it blends in with the total
mission of Serra.
USAC has become more active in selling themselves to the USA clubs and they are explaining the services they provide
to all Serra Clubs worldwide, and they also have received many endorsements from Bishops from around the USA. We
can hope and pray that the religious will lend their advice to the situation in order to bring this tragic event to an end.
While there is still more work to be accomplished, be comforted that there is positive progress made for settling this conflict. May those who have been blinded by their personal motives become aware of how much better off Serra would be
with both organizations blended together to make Serra strong again.

31 Club

The 31 Club is a commitment by
Serrans to attend Mass and pray for vocations
on a specific day each month. If you wish to participate in this important ministry please e-mail
Hank Himmelberg at
hankhimmelberg@verizon.net
1st
1st
2nd
2nd
2nd
2nd
3rd
4th
4th
5th
6th
7th
7th
7th
8th
9th
9th
10th
11th
12th
13th
14th
15th
15th

Jerry Hurster
Joan Heiting
Mike Maxwell
Dolores Maxwell
Dick Park
Katie Park
Bill Crowley
Mike Holmes
Ida Keptner
Bob Baillargeon
John Fitzpatrick
Betty Monaghan
Bill Condon
Vince Ahern
Lou Neeb
Peter La Fave
Mary La Fave
Vicki Dean
Jim Duffy
Mark Venincasa
Jack Tromba
Don Simoneaux
Jeff Hardage

16th
17th
18th
18th
19th
20th
21st
21st
21st
22nd
23rd
24th
24th
24th
25th
26th
27th
27th
27th
28th
28th
29th
30th
31st

Hank Himmelberg
John Fitzpatrick
Ann Larriviere
Rod Larriviere
Tony Schmidt
Doug Biglen
Veronica Biglen
Bill Higgins

Anyone interested in submitting articles to the “Serra Mensajero” is
welcome to email marie.baert@verizon.net. Articles should be submitted no later than the 25th of each month if you want it in the current newsletter. Have pictures to share from an event? Submit them
to Marie for publication!

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS
Katy Warren

30th

Continue to Lift Up in
Prayer
Mary LaFave
Bernadette Johnson

Ralph Armstrong

OCTOBER ANNIVERSARIES
Chris Taylor
Leo Heiting
Warren Schneider
Bill Larsen
Bonnie Larsen
Katy Warren
Ron Keptner

Mike and Susan Holmes
7th
Frank and Lisa Ferro
15th

Serra Mensajero

is the North Central
Dallas monthly newsletter which reports
activities, provides news to members and
supports Club goals.
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Pope John Paul II to be Canonized
I had the opportunity to join the community of John Paul II High School in Plano for a special pep rally on Monday, Sept 30 at 5 a.m.
(yes that is early). WFAA News was on hand to document the students celebrating the announcement from Rome that Blessed Pope John
II would indeed be canonized. The students turned out despite the early hour and the anticipation of a full day of school excited and jubilant to be part of the excitement.
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CLUB CELEBRATING BLESSED JUNIPERO SERRA’S 300 ANNIVERSARY OF HIS BIRTH
On November 9, 2013 the members of Serra Club of North Central Dallas will host a retreat for
club members. This is a perfect opportunity as a club to celebrate the 300th anniversary of
Blessed Junipero Serra. Please make sure to mark your calendar.
A History of Blessed Junipero Serra from AmericanCatholic.org:
In 1776, when the American Revolution was beginning in the east, another part of the future United
States was being born in California. That year a gray-robed Franciscan founded Mission San Juan Capistrano, now famous for its annually returning swallows. San Juan was the seventh of nine missions
established under the direction of this indomitable Spaniard.
Born on Spain’s island of Mallorca, Serra entered the Franciscan Order, taking the name of St. Francis’ childlike companion,
Brother Juniper. Until he was 35, he spent most of his time in the classroom—first as a student of theology and then as a professor. He also became famous for his preaching. Suddenly he gave it all up and followed the yearning that had begun years
before when he heard about the missionary work of St. Francis Solanus in South America. Junipero’s desire was to convert
native peoples in the New World.
Arriving by ship at Vera Cruz, Mexico, he and a companion walked the 250 miles to Mexico City. On the way Junipero’s left
leg became infected by an insect bite and would remain a cross—sometimes life-threatening—for the rest of his life. For 18
years he worked in central Mexico and in the Baja Peninsula. He became president of the missions there.
Enter politics: the threat of a Russian invasion south from Alaska. Charles III of Spain ordered an expedition to beat Russia to
the territory. So the last two conquistadors—one military, one spiritual—began their quest. José de Galvez persuaded Junipero to set out with him for present-day Monterey, California. The first mission founded after the 900-mile journey north was
San Diego (1769). That year a shortage of food almost canceled the expedition. Vowing to stay with the local people, Junipero and another friar began a novena in preparation for St. Joseph’s day, March 19, the scheduled day of departure. On that
day, the relief ship arrived.
Other missions followed: Monterey/Carmel (1770); San Antonio and San Gabriel (1771); San Luís Obispo (1772); San Francisco and San Juan Capistrano (1776); Santa Clara (1777); San Buenaventura (1782). Twelve more were founded after
Serra’s death.
Junipero made the long trip to Mexico City to settle great differences with the military commander. He arrived at the point of
death. The outcome was substantially what Junipero sought: the famous “Regulation” protecting the Indians and the missions.
It was the basis for the first significant legislation in California, a “Bill of Rights” for Native Americans.
Because the Native Americans were living a nonhuman life from the Spanish point of view, the friars were made their legal
guardians. The Native Americans were kept at the mission after Baptism lest they be corrupted in their former haunts—a
move that has brought cries of “injustice” from some moderns.
Junipero’s missionary life was a long battle with cold and hunger, with unsympathetic military commanders and even with
danger of death from non-Christian native peoples. Through it all his unquenchable zeal was fed by prayer each night, often
from midnight till dawn. He baptized over 6,000 people and confirmed 5,000. His travels would have circled the globe. He
brought the Native Americans not only the gift of faith but also a decent standard of living. He won their love, as witnessed
especially by their grief at his death. He is buried at Mission San Carlo Borromeo, Carmel, and was beatified in 1988.

Attend the Retreat on November 9 and have your life enriched and celebrate the 300th
anniversary of Blessed Junipero Serra

