
 

 

Serra Mensajero 

 
 
Friday, October 2 
1st Friday Mass, Breakfast  
6:30 a.m. 
St. Mark’s Catholic Church 
 
 
Monday, October 19 
Monthly Dinner Meeting 
6:30 Dinner 
Canyon Creek Country Club 
 
Sunday, October 25 
Celebration of St. Junipero Ser-
ra Canonization 
9:15 Mass 
Holy Trinity Seminary 
 
 
November 1st-7th 
National Vocation Awareness 
Week 
 
Sunday, November 1 
9:15 Mass 
Holy Trinity Seminary 
 
Friday, November 6 
1st Friday Mass, Breakfast  
6:30 a.m. 
St. Mark’s Catholic Church 
 
 
Monday, November 16 
Monthly Dinner Meeting 
6:30 Dinner 
Canyon Creek Country Club 

Serra Mensajero  is the North 
Central Dallas monthly newsletter 
which reports activities, provides 
news to members and supports 
Club goals.  
 
Editor: Marie Baert  

Visit  these  
Serra web sites... 

North Central Dallas 
Serra Club 

www.ncdserraclub.com 
 

Serra USA Council 
www.serraus.org 

 

Mark 
Your 

calendars 
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-Native of Richardson; grew up attending Saint Mark’s 

-Graduated from Plano East Senior High School in 2001 

-Entered Holy Trinity Seminary  

-June 5, 2010, ordained to the priesthood by Bishop Farrell 

-Two years as Parochial Vicar at Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton  

-July 2012, Vocation Director for the Diocese of Dallas  

-July 2014 assigned as Associate Director of Formation at the semi-

nary 
-Active while growing up: serving Mass, playing trumpet 
 
-Parents set tone for involvement in parish life, his dad was princi-
pal for faith formation every Sunday. He would help prep, unlock 
doors, helping his dad with responsibility 
  
-Faith is not what we say, it is played out by our actions, and his 
parents lived this  
 
-5th grade started serving Mass, mom “forced” him into it but in the 
typical mom fashion and he enjoyed it and was actually thinking he 
was missing out on something if he wasn’t serving Mass 
 
-Found Mass captivating, love for the Mass began as an altar server 
 
-Took over the altar server program in high school, training and 
doing schedules  
 
-Saw a broad spectrum of priests while at St. Mark, the one on one 
time he was able to spend with these priests showed him they are 
human, they have hobbies, they can talk about other things other 
than religious stuff. Gave him more insight on the vocation 
-In high school he had to figure out what he was going to do. Natu-
ral path seemed Texas A&M. Had to finally ask the question 
 
-Knew God was doing something with him and seminary was the 
place to listen and hear and be open to what God had in store for 
him 
 
-Priests and parishioners at St. Mark’s was responsible for the be-
ginning of his formation 
 
-Random people would come up to him on the weekend and ask if 
he had ever thought about being a priest-God was using them to 
help him realize he needs to explore what God has to say 
-Not everyone has a strong catholic background as a support when 
they enter the seminary 
 
-God is going to use you the way he wants to use you as a priest 
 
-He is freshman formation teacher, class advisor for freshman and 
junior class; meet individually with each student; offer advice, not a 
spiritual advisor, observes each student and gives recommenda-
tions; voting faculty member –votes if the seminarian should con-
tinue; coordinates weekend recollection and retreats; also guest co-
ordinator for anyone visiting the seminary 

Father John Szathowski 

Mass at Holy Trinity 
Seminary 
9:15 a.m. 

 
November 1st 
February 7th 

April 24th  
 
Remember your break-
fast goodies for the 
Seminarian reception 
following Mass. 

OCTOBER 25 
HOLY TRINITY 

SEMINARY 
9:15 a.m. Mass 

 
All Serran clubs will celebrate the 

canonization of Blessed Junipero 

Serra 

Upcoming Speakers 

 October - S. Helen Jane 
Jaeb, SSND - Provincial 
Councilor School Sisters of 
Notre Dame 

November – Tammy Grady 
– Vocations for Women - 
Diocese of Dallas 



 

 

President 
Dennis Epping 

 

V.P. Programs 
Chris Taylor 
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Agnes Denvir 

 

V.P. Membership 
Kathi Thompson 

 

V.P. Communications 
Marie Baert 
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Mary LaFave 
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President’s Focus 

 

Spes Gregis, Latin for “The Hope of the Flock” was the theme for 2015 Seminarian Din-
ner describing what the seminarians represent to the Church.  Based on their various inter-
actions with the attendees and their presentations, the future is bright.  The North Central 
Serra Club had the honor of hosting Andrew Joseph Mott III and his parents at our table.  
Andrew, currently a junior at Holy Trinity Seminary from the Diocese of Houston, has 
wanted to be a priest since he was four years old and has not wavered in the years follow-
ing.  According to his parents, Andrew would play pretend Mass as a child; definitely, an 
answer to our vocation prayers.  Keep Andrew and his family in your prayers as they con-
tinue their spiritual journey. 
 
The other big event in September was the canonization of Juniperio Serra in Washington 
D.C.  We had several club members attend and I anticipate hearing about the activities sur-
rounding the event when they return. 
 
Looking forward to October, the Dallas area Serra Clubs will attend a Mass at Holy Trinity on October 25 celebrating 
the canonization and November1 will be our club’s Sunday at the Seminary.  I’m hope you are able to attend one or 

both events.                                                                                                                                                                Dennis Epping 

The Hope of the Flock 

 

 

Member Katy Warren attended the activities surrounding 
the Pope’s visit to Washington D.C. Her article will appear 
next month. 

H 
oly Trinity Seminary’s 
Family Picinic was 
once again served by 
Serra Clubs from all 

over the diocese. You might rec-
ognize two of these servers. A 
big thank you for all who also 
brought dessert for the families 
that day. Larry Montz, and Car-
olyn and Don Simoneaux repre-
sented our Club for the day. It 
was a very gratifying day seeing 
all the excited families, including 
our own Kathi Thompson and 
husband Bryan with their family 
enjoying the day with their fresh-
man son, Parker. Thanks to all! 
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Chaplain’s Corner A Holy Year of Mercy 

P ope Francis has announced a special and extraordinary jubilee 
year, a Holy Year of Mercy, to highlight the Catholic Church's 

"mission to be a witness of mercy." He has said: "No one can be exclud-
ed from God's mercy," that in Christ, in his words and actions, the mercy 
of God has been revealed.  . Pope Francis has also suggested that every 
diocese in the world designate a “Door of Mercy” at their cathedral or 
another special church or shrine. The Year of Mercy will begin on De-

cember 8, 2015. 
 
Mercy is a broad term that refers to goodness, forgiveness and kindness. It is compassionate behavior toward oth-
ers in need.  It is freely doing that which is not an obligation.  It is goodness for goodness sake as we sing in one 
secular Christmas song. It is responding to a need actively not passively.  It is both spiritual and corporal.  It is an-
other of those ways in which we were created in the Image and Likeness of God who is the font of all mercy.   
 
I have been reflecting on how we as priests can be better stewards of God’s gift of our time, talent and treasure … 
especially our treasure of the gift of a priestly vocation … with special attention to the Year of Mercy. 
 
About eight years ago Bishop Farrell asked the Center for Applied Research in the Apostolate to assess the condi-
tion and health of the priesthood of the Diocese of Dallas.  In spite of our being one of the three fastest growing 
diocese in the United States, having grown from 300,000 Catholics to 1,300,000 in the past 25 years, having one of 
the highest priest to parishioners rate in the US, and having gone through our share of the Clergy 
Abuse scandal, the results surprised us. It showed that we liked our bishop, generally liked one an-
other and were happy in our vocation … working on average 68 hours a week.   
 
This left me puzzling over “what more” I could do in all my “spare time” to celebrate the year of 
mercy.  It is my belief that the greatest sacraments are the Eucharist and Penance, and as mercy is 
concerned Penance it the great font of grace that allows us after Baptism to receive the Eucharist.  
Psalm 24 reminds us that even the just or righteous person sins seven times a day.  With this in 

mind we here at St. Mark’s will extend the Sacrament of Penance (Confession, Reconcilia-
tion) in Advent and Lent in an extraordinary way during the Year of Mercy. 
 
We will offer the Sacrament of Penance Monday through Saturday (six days a week!) in the 
late afternoon/evening starting the first Monday in Advent up to the day before Christmas 
Eve, and the day after Ash Wednesday up until Holy Thursday in Lent, with two to three 
priests as often as possible.  We will also offer the Sacrament immediately following the 
8:30 am morning Masses Monday through Friday.  In this way we priests are raising the bar 
for ourselves in response and the Sacrament of Penance. 
 

 
 
I don’t know how or where the group of priests and the Office of Worship will end up creating a Holy Door, but 
here at St. Mark the Evangelist the doors to our Confessionals will be dedicated as Holy Doors.  What great mercy 
can we offer than the forgiveness of sin? 
 

Fr. Cliff Smith 
Chaplain 
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PRAY INTENTIONS 
Debbie Hutchinson 

Mary LaFave 
Pete LaFave 

 
 

 
 

31 Club  The 31 Club is a commitment by Ser-
rans to attend Mass and  pray for vocations on a spe-
cific day each month. If you wish to participate in this 
important ministry please e-mail Hank Himmelberg at  
hankhimmelberg@verizon.net 
 

1st   
1st   
1st    
2nd 
2nd 
2nd 
2nd 
3rd 
4th 
4th 
5th 
6th 
7th 
8th 
9th 
9th 
10th 
11th 
12th 
13th 
14th 
15th 
15th 
16th 
17th 

   

18th 
18th 
19th 
20th 
21st 
21st 
22nd 
23rd 
24th 
24th 
25th 
26th 
27th 
27th 
27th 
28th 
28th 
29th 
30th 
31st 

Jerry Hurster   
Joan Heiting 
Ed Johnson 
Dick Park 
Katie Park 
Mike Maxwell 
Dolores Maxwell 
Bill Crowley 
Ida Keptner 
Mike Holmes 
Bob Baillargeon 
John Fitzpatrick 
Bill Condon 
Lou Neeb 
Peter LaFave 
Mary LaFave 
Vicki Dean 
Jim Duffy 
Mark Venincasa 
 
John Tromba 
Don Simoneaux 
Warren Schneider 
Hank Himmelberg 
John Fitzpatrick                    

Rob Larriviere 
Ann Larriviere 
 
Tony Schmidt 
Doug Biglen  
Veronica Biglen 
 
 
Ralph Armstrong 
Kay Hogan 
Kathi Thompson 
 
Warren Schneider 
Chris Taylor 
Leo Heiting 
Bill Larsen 
Bonnie Larsen 
 
Katy Warren 
Ron Kepner 

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS 
 
Katy Warren  30th 
 
 

 
 

OCTOBER ANNIVERSARIES 
 

Mike and Susan Holmes   7th 
 

Serrans Celebrate St. Junípero Serra  
Canonization 

We have a new saint! After decades of 

prayer by Serrans and other Catholics, 

our patron— Franciscan missionary 

Father Junípero Serra—was canon-

ized by Pope Francis at a special Mass 

in Washington, DC, on Wednesday, 

September 23. Serrans from across 

the U.S. and ten other countries 

joined an estimated more than twenty thousand local residents and out of 

town guests in converging on the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Im-

maculate Conception for the first canonization Mass celebrated in the Unit-

ed States. It was the largest public event during the Pope’s visit to Washing-

ton, during which thousands of people also attended other events during 

the three days Pope Francis was in the nation’s capital. 

The Mass was celebrated outdoors on the east portico of the basilica, the 

largest Roman Catholic church in the United States and one of the ten larg-

est in the world. A large stage was constructed for the Mass, with seating 

and standing room areas for the assembly extending onto the grounds of 

the adjacent Catholic University of America. 

The D.C. area had showers Monday and earlier in the day Tuesday, the day 

before the Mass, but the clouds parted and the sun shone brightly by the 

time the Pope’s plane arrived at Joint Base Andrews Tuesday afternoon. 

The weather was picture perfect for all papal events Wednesday and Thurs-

day, with showers again in the forecast the day after Pope Francis departed 

for New York. 

Serra International was not able to obtain Mass tickets for all Serrans who 

had indicated they planned to travel to Washington, but the leadership tried 

their best to accommodate as many as possible. North Central Dallas Ser-

rans Don Simoneaux and Jim O’Malley were fortunate to be able to obtain 

tickets during the mid-day Wednesday ticket distribution period. Don got 

two tickets, one for himself and one for his wife Carolyn. Jim O’Malley was 

able to get only one ticket, which he graciously gave to his wife Lynda. Jim 

was able to join the Serra group that watched the Mass on a large screen TV 

at the Hyatt Regency Capitol Hill, the hotel Serra International booked for 

canonization events. North Central Dallas Serrans Tom Demarest and Katy 

Warren and Tom’s wife Belle Marie didn’t have tickets for the Mass either 

and wound up also watching on TV at other locations. 

Two buses hired by Serra International left the hotel shortly after 1:30 p.m. 

and dropped off the ticket holders by about 2:00 near one of the entrances 

for the Mass, which was scheduled to begin at 4:15. There was a crowd of 

several hundred people at the security station there, but everyone was up-

beat with anticipation as they waited more than 90 minutes to pass through 
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screening. Once past that hurdle, there was more difficulty as the lengthy wait caused many of those who had tickets for one of 

the seated sections to wind up temporarily in the rear of a standing room section farther back from the altar. However, they 

were unexpectedly rewarded a few minutes later with a close up view when Pope Francis made his entrance to the grounds in 

the Popemobile and passed twice along a walkway separating the seating area from the standing room area. 

The view of the Mass was certainly better for those watching on TV than for most of those present in person, but all who were 

there found it a wonderfully spiritual and moving experience, truly a once in a lifetime opportunity. Most of the Mass was in 

Spanish, but it mattered little for those who don’t speak the language. The beautifully done Mass program provided help with 

translations, and captioning on the large screens on either side of the altar assisted those who had a good line of sight to them. 

Wednesday evening after the Mass, 240 Serrans and guests attended a banquet at the Hyatt to celebrate the canonization. The 

banquet had been planned to start at 7:00 but was delayed until about 9:00. The extraordinary security measures had many areas 

around the basilica and CUA campus locked down after the Mass until the Pope had departed the area, causing Serrans and 

their guests who attended the Mass to work up a big appetite walking seemingly endlessly for a couple of hours until they were 

finally able to meet up well after dark with the buses that would take them back to the hotel. 

Though the hour was late when the banquet began, all were exuberant about the events of 

the day. North Central Dallas Serrans and guests attending were Tom and Belle Marie De-

marest, Jim and Lynda O’Malley, Don and Carolyn Simoneaux, and Katy Warren. Others 

from the Dallas-Fort Worth area who attended both the Mass and the banquet included 

Bill and Sue Cicherski of the Serra Club of Metro Dallas and Jo-Ann Bresowar and Nancy 

Talkington of the Serra Club of the University of Dallas. The latter two had Mass tickets 

obtained by Nancy’s daughter, who is a docent at the basilica. Juanita Ramirez, secretary of 

the Serra Club of Dallas, also attended the banquet. Ernie Doclar of the UD Club, a past 

president of the Serra USA Council, was able to attend the Mass but unable to attend the banquet. He did, however, fulfill a 

commitment he had made back at home to write an article on the Mass which has since been posted on the website of the 

North Texas Catholic, the online news magazine of the Diocese of Fort Worth. 

Submitted by Don Simoneaux 

Personal Experiences on the Canonization Trip 
By Don Simoneaux 

Carolyn and I lived in the Northern Virginia suburbs of Washington for five years before moving to Plano in 1985 and had not 

had many opportunities to visit the area again until the trip for the Serra canonization. Many things have changed in the past 30 

years, but the city remains much as we remembered it. The area is accustomed to a continual stream of visits by national and 

international leaders and other dignitaries and personalities, famous and infamous. But the reaction we saw for the Pope’s visit 

was truly extraordinary, as was the security. It was reported in the local media that the Secret Service said the operation for pro-

tecting the Pope was the most extensive in its history. 

The only thing I can recall that would be even close to the excitement and security measures we saw during this visit would be a 

presidential inauguration, and even that pales somewhat in comparison. Local TV stations carried nearly nonstop coverage of 

people and places waiting for Pope Francis to arrive, coverage of events he was currently participating in, and reactions of peo-

ple who had had a chance to see and hear him at an event that had ended. 

Before we left home I had heard there was a plan for Pope Francis to ride in the Popemobile Wednesday morning in the area 

around the National Mall that runs from the Capitol to the Washington Monument and on to the Lincoln Memorial. I had given 

some thought to making the short walk in the morning from the hotel for another opportunity to see Pope Francis in person. 

Shortly after we arrived at the hotel Tuesday afternoon I learned the motorcade was scheduled after the welcoming ceremony at 

the White House early Wednesday and that the route covered would traverse only three sides of the relatively small area be-

tween the Mall and the White House known as The Ellipse. The gates to the viewing area were to open at 4:00 a.m. and close at 
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 appears in this issue. 

Thursday morning while waiting in our room before checkout, we watched TV coverage of the Pope’s activities, including his 

arrival at the Capitol and the start of his meeting with House Speaker John Boehner. We then departed for the airport and ar-

rived in time to view his address to Congress on a TV in an airport lounge, with most of the employees and other guests watch-

ing intently as well. Though he spoke in English I was unable to make out some sections of his speech; however, as we were 

boarding the plane a short time later I received an e-mail from a Seton parishioner in Plano with a PDF file containing the text 

of the address and was able to read it on the flight. 

As we were waiting at the gate for boarding I thought I recognized Dallas County Commissioners Court Judge Clay Jenkins ar-

riving for the flight. I Googled his name to find a picture to show Carolyn and confirm it was him. I found he had just tweeted 

that he was in the House chamber for the Pope's speech and was rushing to the airport to fly back to Dallas. I checked online 

Friday and found a blog post by a reporter for The Dallas Morning News that reported Judge Jenkins, a Democrat and a Meth-

odist, had been invited by President Obama to attend the welcoming reception at the White House Wednesday morning. He 

was allowed to invite one guest, and he chose to invite Father Rudy Garcia, rector of the Cathedral in Dallas and a former chap-

lain of the Serra Club of North Central Dallas. 

Judge Jenkins invited Father Rudy because the two of them had worked together last year to find a potential location to accom-

modate some of the influx of migrant children from Central America who were overwhelming the facilities in south Texas at 

that time. He was reported as saying a number of Catholic friends and employees had given him rosaries and other religious 

items to take with him in case he had an opportunity to have Pope Francis bless them. I doubt he got that chance, but the re-

port quoted him as saying he had about seven pounds of articles to carry and would probably look like the Michelin man with all 

of them stuffed in his pockets. Judge Jenkins was seated in the row directly in front of us on the flight back to Dallas, coach 

class and dreaded middle seat. Most of the people on the flight probably were changing planes at DFW and were not from the 

Dallas area, and it didn’t appear many others recognized him. 

Bill Cicherski of the Metro Dallas Serra Club had told me Thursday morning after breakfast that Father Rudy had been inter-

viewed by NBC News Wednesday after the White House welcoming event, and following that he had been interviewed by a 

Spanish language network. Then KRLD radio had called him for another interview. Father Rudy had to rush after all the inter-

views to make it to the mid-day Mass at a Cathedral in downtown Washington. 

Our flight was a little late leaving but arrived on time, and we arrived home mid-afternoon a little tired but feeling 

blessed to have been able to see Pope Francis and hear him talk. Our only regret is that more Serrans and spouses did not have 

the opportunity to participate in the canonization Mass. 


