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MARK
YOUR
CALENDAR
September 6
6:30 a.m. St. Marks
1st Friday Mass and Breakfast

September 14
NCDVD Annual Conference

September 16
6 p.m. Dinner Meeting
Canyon Creek Dinner Meeting

September 29
9:15 Holy Trinity Seminary
Mass and Meet and Greet

October 13
Religious Women Dinner

October 19
Seminarian Welcome Dinner

October 20
Seminarians Cook Out

October 25
UD Ministry Conference

October 27
Priesthood Sunday

Saturday, November 9
Club Retreat

Visit these
Serra web sites...
North Central Dallas
Serra Club
www.ncdserraclub.com
Serra USA Council
www.serraus.org

Richardson, Texas

September 2013

A Relationship with God
Monsignor Don Fisher retired
after 40 years as a priest. He has
been assigned in the past to St.
Thomas Aquinas to St. Joseph’s
in Richardson. Some fun trivia
for our Serra Club is Msgr. Fisher
was Fr. Cliff’s first pastor.
Msgr. Fisher attended the Univesity of Dallas, St. Bernard College in Cullman, Alabama, and
St. John’s Seminary in Little
Rock, Arkansas. For more than
twenty-five years, a spirit-led
message has flowed through Pastoral Reflections, a weekly radio
program reflecting on the Liturgy
of the Word for each Sunday. Listeners awaken to a HeartPresence as they identify with
Msgr. Fisher's journey of self
discovery. (taken from website).
In the last 3 years, Monsignor
retired from active parish work.
This has been a time of discovery
and enlightenment for him. He
has learned what it was like to be
Don Fisher the person, not the
priest. Some of the new people he
is meeting does not know that he
was ever a priest but just Don.
He reflects that every day you are
in front of people are you a priest
or a man, both obliviously, but
priest hood has formed him.
Priests are there to make people
holy through the Church and the
sacraments. Connect people to
God that reside in the person.
As he discusses spirituality,
Msgr. Fischer asks us how Roman Catholic tradition has
formed us. When he left for the
seminary, he wondered how people were made holy-three things:
(1) Priests teach doctrine and
then tell people “I want you to
believe” An example of this is
the creed recited at Mass; (2)
people have to be taught certain
dos and don’ts, the right from
wrong, do what is right God

really likes you. This is the moral
part of making people holy (3)
the church then also offers you
the chance to be a church, to worship as a community.
The three things Msgr. thinks a
lot about is: awareness, connection and presence and how they
mingle together.
This was learned from listening
to doctrine of the church, through
doing right and worshipping.
Msgr. didn’t have a lot of peace
and a lot of awareness on how
God saw him The heart is amazing thing. 60% of the heart is
made up of brain cells, so that is
how the heart can lead us in the
directions we call intuition. Look
with the heart and you see things
differently. See God as an amazing lover. Msgr. knows these
things with his head but when it
comes out of his heart, he knows
it is right. God says” I want you
to realize that there is nothing
that you can do and nothing you
can’t do that won’t make me love
you more or less. I love you for
who you are because I made you.
My love is called grace, called
mercy which is unmerited love.”
He has realized that God wants
him to look inside of himself and
see who he is and he probably
won’t like all of it. but look at it
the way God looks at it and let
God look at it with me. Is there
something I am ashamed of?
Shame is the biggest enemy of

the spiritual life, the lowest levels
of coconscious, different than
guilt. Guilt is I did something
wrong, shame is there is something wrong with me. When examined closely, this is what is
hidden from others and from God
because I want them to love me
without those things. Upon doing
this, he gets a warm feeling in my
chest and thinks “I am so lucky to
be loved that way.”
Awareness is seeing God as he is
seeing ourselves as we are and
seeing the relationship that is
destined to be all it is needed to
be, we just need to allow it. Surrender is sounds like a battle has
been lost and giving up, submit is
saying okay, fine just do it. Allowing to God’s will sounds like
of course I want God to enter into
me.
Connection is so natural and perfect and destined that there
should be nothing else we can do
to be more with God. Please God
help me understand how much
you forgive me, not beg for forgiveness. Accept me the way you
accept me, allow that to happen.
Presence-what happens when a
human being who stops trying to
win favor? People will do everything they can to be who they are
not, they will hide the deepest
darkest from people so they will
like you, not what we should be
doing. God accepts you as you
are, you are not judged. In the
picture of The Sacred Heart of
Jesus, Jesus’ heart is on fire.
Jesus is revealing “I am on fire
with love and I want to ignite the
fire in you and you have the capacity to bring my presence
into the world in the most
amazing way.” It doesn’t take a
lot of effort.
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Reflections

During my wife's healing from her current surgery, we received a note of prayers and
encouragement from a young seminarian who we have come to know since we joined this
organization in 2009. It got me to reflect on the joys of being a Serran and what we are
doing.
We met Matt at our first VAP brunch in 2009 and met his parents at the Seminarian dinnersand at Holy Trinity Seminary Sundays. We have kept in contact with him as he starts
theological seminary in Houston this year. And although we have met several other
seminarians since, it is indicative of the joys that SERRA brings us.
Each year we have attended the Seminarian Welcome dinner and have renewed our acquaintance with all the seminarians we have met along with the priests we have known
over the years. It is a joyous reunion. These are the men who will lead us through these
times that try our faith. And throughout the years, we are invited to the Mass at the Seminary to renew our friendships and make new ones. This is a wonderful ministry.
Many years ago, I was a young seminarian in Northern New York. I wasn't in very long but while I was there, I
remarked at how different it was from the "high School Society" that I came from. It was a very peaceful life and
a brotherhood I had not experienced ever before. But there was such thing as SERRA up there. (It was 1962 and
Ogdensburg, NY - lots of things had not reached that part of the country). There were no organizations supporting the young men studying for the priesthood there. And looking back in retrospect, it was missed. Believe me,
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these young men DO appreciate us and the relationships we build with them.
In the next few months these events start taking place and I urge you as members to attend and show your support. The first Seminary Mass for North Central Dallas is SEPTEMBER 29. It is a lovely Mass for those of you that have never attended followed by
a social hour with Donuts and Coffee. (We Bring the donuts and they DO eat them).
The Seminarian Welcome dinner will be held in Dallas on OCTOBER 19. I would
like to encourage you to join us at a table of SERRAN. I have sent a 'save the date' message recently. Showing our support as a club is very important.
Finally, I would like to thank the Serrans that joined me in representing SERRA and
the Ministry Fair held at St. Elizabeth Anne Seton on the 25th. A shout-out to Larry
Montz, Greg Mechler, Greg and Lisa McCurry, Hank Himmelberg, Ralph Armstrong,
Paul and Jo Ficalora, Jim Duffy and Don Simoneaux.

Pete La Fave
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The Serra Club of North Central Dallas is extremely grateful to Katy Warren for her servies in the capacity of V.P. of
Vocations. At this time, Katy has had to step down and
Tony Schmidt will be taking over her remaining months of
her position. Thank Katy for your time and dedication to
the Club and vocations and thank you Tony for filling this
vacancy.
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Chaplain’s Corner
A favorite quote from one of my seminary professors was: “If you’re damned to hell it’s your own
damned fault.” In spite of some nay-sayers Hell has never ceased to be part of Catholic teaching. The
New Testament the term Gehenna was used by Jesus to describe the place of punishment for the
damned. Hell is the utter absence and separation from God and redemption; it is the eternal separation from God made through our own choice.
Gehenna was actually a landfill near Jerusalem. Ancient landfills were very unpleasant, and could
be better described as a garbage dump. These places were filled with rotting garbage and the Jews would periodically burn
them. However, by that point they were generally so large that they would burn for weeks or even months. In other words
they were fiery mountains of garbage. The early Christian teaching was that the damned would be burnt in the valley just as
the garbage was.
The Catechism of the Catholic Church affirms the traditional teaching. We cannot be united with God unless we freely
choose to love him. But we cannot love God if we sin gravely against him, against our neighbor or against ourselves: "He who
does not love remains in death. Anyone who hates his brother is a murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal life
abiding in him.” (1 John 3:14-15.) To die in mortal sin without repenting and accepting God's merciful love means remaining
separated from him for ever by our own free choice. This state of definitive self-exclusion from communion with God and the
blessed is called "hell." (CCC1033)
The teaching of the Church affirms the existence of hell and its eternity. Immediately after death the souls of those who die in
a state of mortal sin descend into hell, where they suffer the punishments of hell, "eternal fire." The chief punishment of hell is
eternal separation from God, in whom alone man can possess the life and happiness for which he was created and for which
he longs. (CCC 1034)
God predestines no one to go to hell; for this, a willful turning away from God (a mortal sin) is necessary, and persistence in it
until the end. In the Eucharistic liturgy and in the daily prayers of her faithful, the Church implores the mercy of God, who
does not want "any to perish, but all to come to repentance." (CCC 1037)
The traditional image of Hell as derived from Christ’s literal description of Gehenna has been modified by modern theologians in the past sixty years. Rather than imagining only in terms literal extremes of physical punishment, Church thinkers
have suggested a more significant and all-encompassing punishment that is also psychological, mental and spiritual. During
a weekly general audience Pope John Paul II (July 28, 1999) said that hell “is not a punishment imposed externally by God
but a development of premises already set by people in this life.... [Hell] is the ultimate consequence of sin itself, which turns
against the person who committed it. It is the state of those who definitely reject the Father’s mercy, even at the last moment
of their life...”. “The images of hell that Sacred Scripture presents to us must be correctly interpreted. They show the complete
frustration and emptiness of life without God.”
He went on to explain: “Rather than a place, hell indicates the state of those who freely and definitively separate themselves
from God, the source of all life and joy....The thought of hell—and even less the improper use of biblical images—must not
create anxiety or despair, but is a necessary and healthy reminder of freedom within the proclamation that the risen Jesus
has conquered Satan, giving us the Spirit of God who makes us cry ‘Abba, Father!’ (Romans 8:15; Galatians 4:6).”
In summary, Hell is the consequence of sin, self-imposed, and eternal separation from God, and is still part of Catholic teaching.

—Fr. Clifford Smith, Chaplain
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Did you miss our August Dinner meeting?
Did you think we were going to have another
version of chicken? You were wrong! Come
check out our guest speaker in September
AND maybe you will get a steak dinner! Remember, dessert is always good!!
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C o n gr a t u l a t i on s H a n k
Himmleberg on receiving
your anniversary pin from
current president Pete LaFave.
Thank you to all the members of The Serra Club of
North Central Dallas who
year after year continue to
pray for vocations, support
our priests, deacons and religious orders. You are all
truly a blessing.

Serra Club of North Central Dallas has lost a past member this past month. George Stewart died on August 25, ,
2013. Below is part of his obituary:
George Stewart, Jr., passed away August 25, 2013 at the age of 86. He was born January 3, 1927 in Brooklyn,
New York. George was a long-time member of the MHMR Board in Collin County and the Serra Club at St.
Mark Catholic Church in Plano. George is survived by his wife, Jeanne Stewart of Plano; son, Gregory D.
Stewart and wife Nancy of Basking Ridge, New Jersey; daughters, Pamela Lewis and husband Keith of Allen,
Texas, Mary Beth Stewart of Plano; and several grandchildren. He was preceded in death by his daughter,
Carole Ann Sheeran. A funeral service was held on Thursday, August 29, 2013.

31 Club

The 31 Club is a commitment by
Serrans to attend Mass and pray for vocations
on a specific day each month. If you wish to participate in this important ministry please e-mail
Hank Himmelberg at
hankhimmelberg@verizon.net
1st
1st
2nd
2nd
2nd
2nd
3rd
4th
4th
5th
6th
7th
7th
7th
8th
9th
9th
10th
11th
12th
13th
14th
15th
15th

Jerry Hurster
Joan Heiting
Mike Maxwell
Dolores Maxwell
Dick Park
Katie Park
Bill Crowley
Mike Holmes
Ida Keptner
Bob Baillargeon
John Fitzpatrick
Betty Monaghan
Bill Condon
Vince Ahern
Lou Neeb
Peter La Fave
Mary La Fave
Vicki Dean
Jim Duffy
Mark Venincasa
Jack Tromba
Don Simoneaux
Jeff Hardage

16th
17th
18th
18th
19th
20th
21st
21st
21st
22nd
23rd
24th
24th
24th
25th
26th
27th
27th
27th
28th
28th
29th
30th
31st

Anyone interested in submitting articles to the “Serra Mensajero” is
welcome to email marie.baert@verizon.net. Articles should be submitted no later than the 25th of each month if you want it in the current newsletter. Have pictures to share from an event? Submit them
to Marie for publication!

Hank Himmelberg
John Fitzpatrick
Ann Larriviere
Rod Larriviere
Tony Schmidt
Doug Biglen
Veronica Biglen
Bill Higgins

Ralph Armstrong

Chris Taylor
Leo Heiting
Warren Schneider
Bill Larsen
Bonnie Larsen
Katy Warren
Ron Keptner

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS
Ed Johnson
Frank Ferro
Darwin Hutchison

1st
25th
28th

SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES
Jim and Kay Duffy
8th
Carl and Ellen Rossini
10th
Robe and Ann Larriviere
11th
Pete and Mary LaFave
12th
Darwin and Debbie Hutchison
23rd

Continue to Lift Up in
Prayer
Mary LaFave
Bill Higgins

Serra Mensajero

is the North Central
Dallas monthly newsletter which reports
activities, provides news to members and
supports Club goals.

